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To  which  are  added, 

An      ENQUIRY 

low  far  the  RESTRICTIONS  laid  upon  the 
Trade  of  IRELAND,  by  Briti/h  A<5ts  of 
Parljhnent,  are  a  Benefit  or  Difadvan'tage  to 
the  Britijh  Dominions  in  general,  and  to  En- 
gland in  particular,  for  whofe  feparate  Advan- 
tage they  were  intended. 


ixtrafts  of  fuch  Parts  of  the  Statutes  as  lay  the  Trade  of 
Ireland   under  thofe  Reftriftions. 
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IN  the  Beginning  of  the  Winter  of  1763, 
when  the  Parliament  was  about  to  meet 
for  the  firft  Time  after  the  Conclufion  of  a 
long  War,  when  the  Cultivation  of  the  Arts 
of  Peace  had  been  recommended  from  the 
Throne,  and  the  Attention  of  the  Legiflature 
would  be  naturally  turned  upon  the  Redrefs 
of  Grievances,  and  the  Eftablifhment  of  public 
Oeconomy,  I  felt  an  Inclination  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  Deliberations  of  fo  auguft  an  Af- 
fembly,  at  fo  critical  a  Time,  and  on  Subjects 
fo  Interesting  and  Important. 

I  therefore  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,, from  its  firft  fitting  till  the  Recefs  at 
ChriftmaSy  without  Intermiffion,  except  one 
Day,  when  a  Breach  of  Privilege  was  com- 
plained of,  by  a  Member  whofe  Letter  had 
been  charged  by  an  Officer  of  the  Poft-Office, 
being  that  Day  confined  by  Indifpolition :  after 
the  Recefs,  other  Avocations  rendered  my 
Attendance  irregular. 
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During  this  Time  the  great  Queftions  con- 
cerning the  Grant  of  Penfions  on  the  civil 
Eftablifhmen't,  and  the  Sums  neceflary  for 
the  Military  Eftablifhment  in  time  of  Peace, 
were  debated.  A  Debate  alfo  came  on, 
concerning  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on 
the  Peace,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Infurredli- 
ons  in  the  North,  the  Refidence  of  the 
Clergy,  the  Publication  of  a  Libel,  and  feve- 
ral  Others,  which  were  Objects  of  a  very  in- 
terefted  Curiofuy. 

By  thefe  Debates,  carried  on  with  the  deep- 
ed Penetration,  the  mod  cxtenfive  Know- 
ledge, and  the  moft  forcible  Eloquence,  I 
was  fo  imprefied,  that,  after  I  had  left  the 
Houfe,  the  Voice  of  the  Speaker  was  ftili  in 
my  Ears,  and  the  Sentiments  I  had  heard  ex- 
cluded all  others  from  my  Mind.  I  was 
impelled,  as  it  were,  by  an  irreiiflablelm- 
pulfe,  to  commit  to  Paper  what  was  thus  for- 
cibly retained  by  my  Memory,  before  it  mould 
be  mixed  with  other  Ideas,  or  in  any  degree 
^obliterated  by  them ;  when  I  made  the  At- 
tempt I  found  the  Talk  ftill  eafier  than  I  had 
imagined,  my  Attention  was  more  fixed,  and 
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the  deliberate  Recollection  which  Writing 
made  necefTary,  brought  back  the  Ideas  in  a 
flow  but  regular  Succeffion,  and  generally  in 
the  very  Words  which  had  been  ufed  to  ex- 
prefs  them. 

I  had,  indeed,  upon  former  Occafions,  ex- 
perienced that  my  Memory  was  not  unfaith- 
ful with  refpeft  to  Sentiment,  but  that  with 
a  mere  Succeffion  of  Words,  or  Sounds,  it 
was  not  always  to  be  trufted.  I  could,  very 
early  in  my  Life  remember  the  Principles  of 
an  Argument,  and  the  Events  of  a  Story,  but 
I  found  it  difficult  to  retain  mere  Words, 
when  I  was  to  learn  a  Language,  or  the  Suc- 
ceflion  of  mere  Sounds,  when  I  applied  to 
Mufick. 

Why  fome  Perfons  remember  Words  and 
Sounds,  who  cannot  remember  Principles  and 
Events,  in  a  regular  Series,!  {hall  not  here  en- 
quire; but  as,  when  we  think,  our  Ideas -oc- 
cur to  our  own  Minds  in  fome  Terms  that 
would  exprefs  them  to  another ;  fo  when  we 
recoiled:  Ideas  that  have  been  communicated 
to  us  under  certain  Terms,  thofe  Terms  natu- 
rally occur  with  the  Ideas,  rather  than  any 
other,  being  already  affbciated  with  them. 
A  4  This 
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This  feems  to  account  for  my  having  been 
able  to  recollect  the  Words,  as  well  as  the 
Sentiments,  of  thofe  whom  I  heard  fpeak  in 
Parliament,  without  pofTeffing  that  mechani- 
cal Kind  of  Memory  which  can  retain  Terms, 
not  as  Symbols  but  as  Sounds,  and  which 
fometirnes  diftinguimes  thofe  who  difcover 
fcaree  any  other  Faculty  of  the  Mind  ;  for 
there  have  been  Perfons,  who,  though  they 
could  repeat  a  Difcourfe  of  considerable  length 
delivered  in  a  Language  they  did  not  under- 
fland,  after  once  hearing  it,  yet  could  not  have 
comprehended  the  meaning  of  it,  if -it  had 
been  delivered  in  their  mother  Tongue.  I  do 
not,  however,  pretend  that  I  have  always  done 
Juftice  to  the  Speakers,  either  with  refpect 
to  Language  or  Sentiment,  whatever  is  amifs, 
therefore,  in  either,  muft  be  imputed  to  me, 
though  the  Honour  of  whatever  is  excellent 
muft  undoubtedly  be  theirs. 

When  I  had  fucceeded  in  recording  thefe 
Speeches,  fo  much  to  my  own  Satisfaction,  I 
could  not  help  wiming  to  communicate  the 
Pleafure  I  had  received.  I  confidered,  that 
nothing  could  be  a  more  interefting  Object  of 
Curiofity  than  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  who 
.have  been  felected  by  the  Suffrages  of  their 
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Country  to  compofe  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Nation,  with  refpect  to  the  Laws  which 
are  there  formed  for  its  Government  ;  and 
that  it  muft  afford  the  higheft  Satisfaction  to 
every  Individual '  to  fee  the  Reafon  and  Foun- 
dation of  thofe  Acts  on  which  Property,  Li- 
berty, and  Life  depend. 

I  confidered  alfo,  that,  except  fome  faint 
and  imperfect  Attempts  \nEngland$\\$  Service 
had  never  yet  been  rendered  to  the  Publick ; 
a  Defire  therefore  of  obtaining  Honour  to  my- 
felf,  concurring  with  that  of  benefiting  others, 
both  felf  love  and  focial  determined  me  to 
make  public  what  I  collected  only  for  my 
private  Amufement  and  Satisfaction. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  :hat  the  Subjects  debated, 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  are  not  of  the 
fame  Importance  with  thofe  of  her  fifter 
Country,  on  which  the  Fate  of  a  Conftitution, 
that  is  the  Admiration  and  Envy  of  the  World 
depends,  and  which  in  fome  Degree  involve 
the  Interefts  of  all  the  States  in  Europe ;  yet 
they  afford  a  fufficient  Field  for  the  Patriot 
and  the  Orator,  and  they  affect,  not  only  this 
Part  of  the  Bn'fi/Jj  Dominions,  but  have  fome 
relation  to  the  whole. 

The 
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The  Parliamentary  Debates,  however,  of 
this  Country  are  interefting,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  Importance  of  the  Subjects,  but 
the  Abilities  of  the  Speakers.     Our  Houfe  of 
Commons  confifts  of  Gentlemen  who  have 
eminently  diftinguiflied   themfelves  in  every 
learned  and  honourable  Profeffion  $  and,  upon 
this  Occafion,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  there 
is  fcarce   one  Native   of  this  Country  in  the 
Parliament  of  England  that  is  not  a  Speaker 
of  fome  Diftin&ion.     Let  me  add,  that,  in  my 
Travels  through  many  Nations,  during  an  ab- 
fence  of  feven  Years  from  my  Country,  I  came 
into  no  Kingdom  where  I  did  not  find  Na- 
tives of  Ireland,  in  every  Profeffion,  and  al- 
moft  in  every  Art,  who  had  been  preferred  to 
eminent  Stations  merely  by  their  Merit,  hav- 
ing entered  the  Country  under  all  the  Difad- 
vantages  of  Aliens,  without  Money,  and  with- 
out Friends. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  Debates,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Injury  they  may  havefuffered  in 
my  Hands, will  difcover  Abilities  intheSpeak- 
ers,that  would  do  Honour  to  any  Age  and  any 
Nation ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  their  diffe- 
rent Situations  and  the  different  Circumftances 

in 
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In  which  the  Bufinefs  of  Parliament  is  tran- 
fa&ed,  their  Speeches  will  not  fuffer  by  a 
Comparifon  even  with  thofe  of  the  Senate  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  Ireland^  as  I  have  obferved  before,  the 
Debates  are  confined  to  Subjects  that  princi- 
pally relate  to  its  interior  Intereft :  The  Par- 
liament aflembles  but  fix  Months  in  a  Revo- 
lution of  two  Years ;  an  indifpenfable  atten- 
dance on  the  Courts  of  Law  prevents  many 
Members  from  being  conftantly  prefent,  and 
the  whole  Number  is  comparatively  few. 

Thefe  Circumftances  confidered,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Debates  now  offered  to  the  Publick, 
will  do  yet  greater  Honour  to  the  Speakers, 
both  with  refpect  to  their  Principles  and  their 
Abilities ;  and  it  may  fafely  be  left  to  the 
World  to  determine  what  a  figure  they  would 
make  in  an  Affembly  where  their  Eloquence 
would  be  prompted  by  every  Motive  that  can 
influence  the  Human  Mind,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  they  would  acquire  all  the  auxili- 
ary Powers  of  Habit,  by  long  and  frequent 
opportunities  of  Exertion. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  Whole  I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe 
Debates  will  not  be  found  wholly  unworthy 
either  of  the  Subjects,  or  of  the  Speakers  ;  yet 
as  they  were  written  entirely  from  Memory, 
where  fome  of  the  flighter  Traces  may  have 
faded  away,  I  hope  the  Publick  will  regard 
them  in  the  fame  Light  as  they  would  a  capi- 
tal Picture  fomewhat  injured,  and  here  and 
there  retouched  by  an  inferior  Hand,  yet  fo 
as  nearly  to  imitate  the  Colouring,  and  always 
to  preferve  the  Contour. 

In  this  light  I  would  alfo  fubmit  them  to 
the  Gentlemen  by  whom  they  were  delivered, 
Arid  who  I  hope  will  do  me  the  Jufbice  to 
believe  that  I  have  never  wilfully  deviated, 
either  from  their  Sentiments  or  Expreffions : 
This  is  all  the  Merit  I  claim,  and  all  the  At- 
tonement  I  can  make  for  fuch  Imperfections 
as  they  mall  difcover  in  the  Work,-  except, 
that  I  did  not  take  any  Notes,  or  procure  any 
.Notes  to  be  taken,  .,,  ,/ 

I  muft  alfo,  in  juftice  to  thefe  Gentlemen, 
declare,  that  not  a  fingleSyllable  of  the  follow- 
ing Speeches  has  been  {hewn  to  the  Perfon 
fuppofed  to  have  delivered  it,  nor  have  I  had 
the  kaft  Communication  with  any  Member 

con- 
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concerning  them,  either  by  Letter  or  Conver- 
fation,  immediately  or  by  Proxy.  The  par- 
ticular Intereft  of  Ireland  as  a  feparate  Nation, 
and  its  general  Intereft  as  Part  of  the  Britijh 
Dominion?  being  frequently  difcufled  in  the 
following  Debates,  and  mention  being  made 
of  feveral  Reftriclions  laid  upon  the  Trade  of 
Ireland  by  the  Laws  of  Great-Britain^  an 
Enquiry  naturally  rofe  how  far  Great  Britain. 
is  benefited  by  fuch  Reftriclions.  As  the  Sub- 
ject of  this  Enquiry  is  of  great  Importance, 
and  has  never  yet  been  examined,  it  is  hoped 
that  an  Attempt  to  examine  it  will  not  be 
thought  an  improper  Sequel  to  this  Work,  and 
that  fuch  Defects  as  may  appear  in  it  from 
the  Author's  want  of  fufficient  Knowledge 
and  Abilities  for  fo  important  an  Undertak- 
ing, will  be  fupplied  by  thofe  who  are  equal 
to  the  Tafk. 

The  prefent  Situation  of  Ireland  is  fuch  as 
renders  it  abfolutely  neceflary  that  fome  Per- 
fons  of  the  greateft  Experience  and  Abilities 
fhpuld  make  it  the  Object  of  their  ferious  and 
moft  mature  Confederation,  particularly  as  to 
its  Defence,  when  another  War.  fhall  break 
outj  its  Government,  withrefpect  to  Popularity 
and  Refourcesj  and,  above  all,  its  Trade  in  its 
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prefent  and  moft  deplorable  State,  when  the 
high  Price  of  Land,  and  confequently  of  all 
the  NecefTaries  of  Life,  is  ftarving  at  leafl 
one  half  of  the  few  and  miferable  Inhabitants 
of  the  Country.  Where  hereditary  Proper- 
ty is  fo  unequally  divided,  Trade  only  can 
feed  the  Hungry  and  cloath  the  Naked  :  And 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  Prefumption  in 
me  to  fay,  that  if  a  proper  Attention  is  not 
given  to  thefe  Particulars  foon,  it  will  be  too 
late,  and  the  Confequences  will  be  fatal. 
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Relative  to  the 
AFFAIRS    of    IRELAND. 


TUESDAY,    March  n,   1763. 
FIRST    DAY. 

TA  COPY  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Speech* 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

IT  is  with  the  utmoft  Satisfa&ion  that,  in 
Obedience  to  his  Majefty's  Commands,  I 
am  now  to  meet  a  Parliament  which  has  al- 
ready given  fo  many  and  fuch  very  diftin- 
guifhed  Proofs  of  its  Zeal  and  Unanimity  in 
the  Support  and  Service  of  the  Crown. 

I  have  it  exprefly  in  Command  from  his 
Majefty  to  declare  to  you  his  entire  Approba- 
tion of  your  paft  Conduct,  and  to  aflure  you 
that  the  whole  Courfe  of  your  late  Proceed- 
ings 
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ings  has  filled  his  royal  Mind  with  every  Sen- 
timent of  Regard  which  can  flow  from  a  juft 
and  gracious  Sovereign  towards  a  dutiful  and 
a  loyal  People. 

It  is  with  particular  Satisfaction  I  commu- 
nicate to  you  at  the  Opening  of  this  Seffion  of 
Parliament  thofe  great  and  important  Events 
which  have  occurred  iince  your  laft  Meeting. 

By  the  Conclufion  of  a  general  Peace,  the 
Tranquillity  of  every  Part  of  Europe  is  per- 
fe6tly  re-eftablimed  ;  his  Majefty's  Dominions 
are  enlarged  ;  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjects 
is  extended  ;  and  you  are,  at  length,  relieved 
from  thofe  Burthens  which  are  unavoidable 
in  .the  Progrefs  even  of  the  moft  fuccefsful 


Interefted,  as  you  are,  in  the  Happinefs  of 
fo  excellent  a  Sovereign  j  and  fenfible,  as  you 
have  ever  been,  of  the  inestimable  publick 
Bleffings  which  you  have  enjoyed  under  his 
illuflrious  Houfe  ;  you  will  receive  with 
Pleafure,  the  Information  of  the  auspicious 
Birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ,  and  of  the  fur- 
ther Encreafe  of  the  Royal  Family,  by  the 
Birth  of  a  fecond  Prince  :  Events  which  pro- 

mife 
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mife  fuch  an  Addition  to  his  Majefty's  domef- 
tic  Felicity,  and  fuch  a  lafling  Security  to  our 
happy  Conftitution. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  Officers  to  pre- 
pare the  feveral  Accounts  and  Eftimates,  that 
they  may  be  laid,  in  due  Time,  before  you  j 
You  will  obferve,  that  although,  from  the  Ex- 
igencies of  feveral  extraordinary  Services,  the 
Expences  of  the  two  preceding  Years  have 
confiderably  exceeded  what  was  ufual  in 
Times  of  Peace  j  yet  they  are  fallen  far  fhort 
of  the  Sums  which  were  fo  liberally  voted  in 
the  laft  Sefiion,  a  great  Part  of  which  ftill  re- 
mains unborrowed  *  :  His  Majefty  having  de- 
termined to  make  Ufe  of  the  Credit  given  to 
his  Government  in  no  other  Proportion  than 
as  the  Neceffity  of  his  Service  exactly  required. 
I  confider  it  as  extremely  fortunate,  that  I  en- 
ter upon  the  Government  of  this  Kingdom  at 
a  Time  when  the  Situation  of  publick  Affairs 

*  This  Word  having  been  cenfured  by  fome  without 
£)oors  as  not  a  Denifon  of  our  Language,  it  is  not  im- 
proper to  obferve,  that  un  is  a  Privative  or  Negative 
Particle,  which  is  placed,  almoft  at  Will,  before  Adjec- 
tives and  Adverbs,  and  has  been  placed  before  borrowed 
both  by  Dryden  and  Locke, 

B  v/iil 
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will  permit  fo  very  confiderable  a  Diminution 
of  the  public  Expence,  and  when  I  am  com^ 
manded  by  his  Majefty  to  thank  you  only  for 
your  paft  Efforts,  without  again  having  Re- 
courfe  to"  the  experienced  Liberality  of  Parlia- 
ment :  I  have  nothing  to  aik  but  the  Conti- 
nuance of  the  Supplies  for  the  Support  of  the 
ordinary  Eftablifhment,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
not  exceed  the  Produce  of  the  ordinary  Re- 
venue, and  I  recommend  to  you  a  proper  At- 
tention to  the  Reduction  of  the  public  Debt. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Not  only  my  Duty,  but  my  earneft  good 
Wifhes  for  the  Profperity  of  Ireland,  oblige 
me  to  take  this  Opportunity  of  mentioning 
to  you  the  only  unpleafing  Circumftance 
which  has  occurred  fince  my  Entrance  upon 
this  Government ;  the  tumultuous  Riilngs  of 
the  lower  People,  in  Contempt  of  Laws  and 
of  Magiftracy,  and  of  every  conftitutional 
Subordination,  muft,  if  not  duly  attended  to, 
be  productive  of  the  moft  fatal  Confequences, 
they  are  a  Difgrace  to  a  Country  of  Liberty  ; 
they  are  ruinous  to  a  Country  of  Commerce; 
and  muft  be  particularly  fatal  here,  where  the 
leaft  Check  to  the  riling  Spirit  of  Induftry  is 

fo 
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fo  very  fenfibly  felt,  and  fo  very  difficult  to  be 
retrieved  ;  no  Means  can  ferve  more  effectu- 
ally to  prevent  thefe  Diforders  for  the  future, 
than  the  Encouragement  of  fuch  Inftitutions 
as  tend  to  imprefs  on  the  Minds  of  the  lower 
Order  of  People,  early  Habits  of  Induftry, 
and  true  Principles  of  Religion :  For  this 
Purpofe,  your  Proteftant  Charter  Schools  were 
eftablifhed,  to  which  I  therefore  recommend 
the  Continuance  of  .your  Care,  Encourage- 
ment, and  Support  :  Your  Linen  Manufac- 
ture demands,  and  will  reward  every  Inftance 
of  Public  Attention  j  there  is  nothing  which 
can  more  properly  excite  your  future  Endea- 
vours, and  nothing  has  more  fully  anfwered 
your  former  Expectations  :  This  Manufacture 
has  been,  at  all  Times,  the  favourite  Object 
of  Parliamentary  Encouragement  ;  and  I 
mould  be  concerned  that  any  National  Ad- 
vantage which  has  been  cultivated  under  the 
Adminiftration  of  my  PredecefTors,  mould  be 
neglected  under  mine  :  Be  affured  you  cannot 
take  any  Meafures  which  will  be  more  grate- 
ful to  his  Majefty  ;  or,  which  I  (hall  be  more 
follicitous  to  forward,  than  thofe  which  may 
in  any  Refpect,  advance  the  growing  Profpe- 
rity  of  this  very  improveable  Country :  If, 
therefore,  any  of  your  Manufactures  may  be 
B  2  further 
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further  extended  ;  if  any  Thing  can  be  done 
towards  exciting  the  Spirit,  or,  providing  the 
Means  of  Induftry  :  If  any  Improvements  in 
Agriculture  can  be  produced,  upon  wife  and 
practicable  Principles  3  and  in  every  Thing 
that  tends  to  the  Encouragement  of  Virtue, 
or  the  promoting  of  true  Religion,  you  will 
have,  towards  the  Attainment  of  thofe  Ends, 
not  only  my  zealous  Co-operation,  but  his 
Majefty's  fteady  and  willing  Protection.  I 
come  to  this  Government  with  the  King's 
exprefs  Commands,  and  my  own  very  warm 
Inclination  to  recommend  and  fupport  fuch 
Meafures :  His  Majefty  has  the  firmed  Reli- 
ance on  your  experienced  Duty  and  Loyalty; 
on  your  unbiafs'd  Regard  to  the  Public  ;  and 
he  doubts  not  that  this  Seffion  of  Parliament 
will  be  carried  on  in  a  Manner  fuitable  to 
your  own  Dignity,  and  to  the  Unanimity  of 
your  paft  Proceedings. 

If  the  moft  inviolable  Attachment  to  his 
Majefty,  and  Zeal  for  his  Service  ;  if  a  firm 
Adherence  to  thofe  Principles  by  which  the 
Proteftants  of  Ireland  have  ever  been  diftin- 
guimed,  were  Qualifications  fufficient  for  the 
Difcharge  of  the  high  and  arduous  Truft  com- 
mitted to  my  Hands,  I  might  infure  to  myfelf 

an 
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an  Adminiftration  not  unacceptable  to  Parlia- 
ment :  And  I  ftill  flatter  myfelf,  that,  as  the 
only  Ends  I  have  in  Purfuit  are  the  King's 
Service  and  the  Public  Welfare,  I  may  obtain 
the  only  Rewards  I  have  in  View,  his  Majef- 
ty's  favourable  Acceptance  of  my  Services, 
and  your  entire  Approbation  of  my  Conduct. 

Mr  7F—  B —  moved,  that  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs  mould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  to 
allure  his  Majefty  that  we  mail  be  always 
ready  to  give  him  the  moft  convincing  Proofs 
of  our  Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  the  Support  of 
his  Crown  and  Dignity.  To  exprefs  our 
warmed  Gratitude  for  the  gracious  Approba- 
tion with  which  his  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  ho- 
nour our  paft  Conduct ;  and  to  allure  his  Ma^- 
jefty  that  we  mail  in  the  Courfe  of  our  future 
Proceedings,  by  our  Perfeverance  in  the  fame 
Principles  of  Duty  and  Loyalty,  endeavour  to 
deferve  the  Continuance  of  his  Majefty's  royal 
Favour  and  Protection.  To  return  our  moft 
dutiful  and  moft  grateful  Thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty for  his  paternal  Care,  in  being  gracioufly 
pleafed,  upon  theRe-eftablifhment  of  a  gene- 
ral Peace,  immediately  to  relieve  his  loyal  and 
faithful  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom  from  thofe 
heavy  Burdens  which  they  chearfiilly  bore, 
B  3  during- 
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during  the  late  fuccefsful  War.  To  exprefs 
the  Happinefs  we  muft  feel  from  every  new 
Acceffion  to  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  and 
Extenfion  of  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjects. 
To  exprefs  our  moft  unfeigned  Joy,  upon  the 
aufpicious  Birth  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  and  of 
the  further  Addition  to  his  Majefty's  Royal 
Houfe,  by  the  Birth  ^>f  a  fecond  Prince  5 
Events,  which,  as  they  promife  fo  great  an 
Addition  to  his  Majefty's  domeftic  Felicity, 
and  fuch  a  lafting  Security  to  our  happy  Con- 
fb'tution,  muft  give  the  higheft  Pleafure  to  a 
People  deeply  interefted  in  the  Happinefs  of 
fo  excellent  a  Sovereign,  and  fo  fully  fenfible 
of  the  ineftimable  public  Bleffings  which  they 
have,  without  Interruption,  enjoyed  under  his 
Majefty's  illuftrious  Houfe.  To  acknowledge 
it  as  a  particular  Inftance  of  his  Majefty's 
tender  Concern,  for  the  Welfare  of  this  King- 
dom, that  he  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
appoint  a  chief  Governor  to  prefide  over  us, 
of  whofe  approved  Fidelity  to  his  Majefty, 
and  fteady  Attachment  to  his  royal  Houfe, 
we  are  fully  perfuaded,  and  of  whofe  Ho- 
nour, Juftice,  Integrity,  and  other  eminent 
Qualities,  we  have  conceived  the  higheft  O- 
pinion.  To  exprefs  our  juft  Senfe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's great  Goodnefs  in  having  made  ufe  of 

the 
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the  Credit  given  to  his  Government  in  the  laft 
Seffion  of  Parliament,  in  no  other  Proportion 
than  as  the  Neceflity  of  his  Service  exactly 
required  j   and  to  aflbre  his  Majefty  that  we 
mall,  with  the  greateft  Chearfulnefs,  continue 
the  neceflary  Supplies  for  the  Support  of  the 
ordinary  Eftablifhment,  with  a  proper  Atten- 
tion to  the  Reduction  of  the  public  Debt.     To 
allure  his  Majefty  that  we  have  feen,  with  the 
greateft  Concern,  the  tumultuous  Rifings  of 
the  lower  People,  in  Contempt  of  Laws,  of 
Magiftracy,  and  of  every  conftitutional  Sub- 
ordination, which,  if  not   duly  attended  to, 
muft  be  productive  of  the  moft  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  and  which,  we  are  fully  fenfible,  are 
difgraceful  to  a  Country  of  Liberty,  and  rui- 
nous to  a  Country  of  Commerce.     That  we 
are  convinced  that  no  Means  can  ferve  more 
effectually  to  prevent  the  like  Diforders  for 
the  future,  than  the  Encouragement  of  fuch 
Inftitutions  as  tend  to  imprefs  on  the  Minds  of 
the  lower  Order  of  People  early  Habits  of  In- 
duftry,  and  true  Principles  of  Religion ;  and  for 
this  defirable  Purpofe  we  mall  continue  our 
Care,  Encouragement,  and  Support  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Charter  Schools,  and  mall  have  the  ftrict- 
eft  Attention  to  every  Method  by  which  our 
Linen  Manufacture  may  be  improved  and  ex- 
B  4  tended. 
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tended.  .To  afTurehis  Majefty,  that  we  fhall 
be  actuated  by  the  fame  Principles  of  Duty 
and  Loyalty,  by  the  fame  unbiased  Regard 
to  the  Public,  which  recommended  our  Con- 
duel;  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  to  the 
Approbation  of  the  beft  of  Princes ;  and  to 
declare,  that  we  confider  the  Continuance  of 
his  Majefty's  royal  I^rotection  as  the  fure  and 
folid  Foundation  of  our  Welfare  and  Profpe- 
rity, 

Mr  JBi — 's  Motion  was  feconded  by  Mr 
C —  C — ,  who  exprefTed  himfelf  to  the  fol- 
lowing Effect  i 

^    Mr.  S , 

Although  I  am  confcious  that  the  honou* 
rable  Gentlemen  who  moved  for  the  Addrefs, 
has  exprefled  the  Sentiments  of  the  Houfe  in 
general,  in  which  my  own  are  included,  in  a 
mafterly  and  pathetic  Manner,  which  makes 
it  impoffible  to  fpeak  after  him,  on  the  fame 
Subject,  without  great  Difadvantage*  yet  the 
Gratitude  that  I  feel  to  the  beft  of  Sovereigns 
will  not  fuffer  me  to  be  filent ;  and  upon  this 
Occafion  I  had  rather  be  diftinguimed  by  the 
Warmth  of  my  Heart,  than  by  the  Force  of 
piy  Underftandingj  or  the  Elegance  of  my 

Elocution. 
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'Elocution.  The  truly  paternal  Attention 
which  his  Majefty  has  fhewn  to  this  loyal, 
brave,  and  free  Nation^,  ever  fince  his  Acceili- 
on  to  the  Throne,  has  infpired  me  with  Sen- 
timents too  powerful  to  be  fupprefTed ;  and 
the  Declarations  made,  on  the  Behalf  of  his 
Majefty,  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from  the 
Throne,  cannot  fail  to  fTll  every  Bread  in  the 
Kingdom  with  equal  Gratitude  and  Joy;  for 
who  is  there  that  does  not  only  know,  but  feel 
his  Intereft  in  that  delightful  ProfpecT:  of 
Tranquillity  and  Happinefs  which  thefe  De- 
clarations have  thrown  open  before  us  ?  What 
can  be  more  plealing  to  a  Nation,  that  has  a 
lively  Senfe  of  the  Bleffings  it  enjoys  in  the 
full  Pofleffion  of  its  civil  and  religious  Rites, 
under  the  aufpicious  Government  of  the  il- 
luftrious  Family  that  now  fits,  upon  the 
Throne,  than  to  find  that  our  mofl  amiable 
and  truly  Britifo  Prince  has  taken  the  firft 
Opportunity  of  exprefling,  in  the  ftrongeffc 
Manner,  his  Approbation  of  the  Conduct  of 
its  Reprefentatives,  his  faithful  Commons  in 
the  laft  Seffions,  and  of  ailuring  them,  that 
the  Burden  of  thofe  Taxes,  which  a  juft  War 
made  indilputably  neceilary,  mall  now  be 
fufpended.  The  Increafe  of  the  Family  of 
a  Sovereign  cannot  but  be  regarded  as 

an 
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an  earned,  that  thofe  Bleffings,  of  which  he 
is  the  Fountain,  fhall  flow  to  us,  and  to  our 
Pofterity,  in  copious  and  perpetual  Streams, 
which  neither  Change,  nor  Time,  mail  be  able 
to  divert  or  exhaufl. 

• 

But  there  is  yet   another  Inftance  of  his 
Majefty's   moft    gracious    Attention  to  this 
Nation,  which,    I  am  fure,  I  cannot  mention 
with  greater  Pleafure  than  it  will  be  heard  5 
he  has  fent  over  to   us  a  Nobleman  equally 
diftinguimed   for  his  Abilities  in  Public,    as 
for  his  amiable  Qualities  in  private  Life ;  •  a 
Nobleman,  to  whom,  Nature   and  Fortune 
have  vied  in  Liberality,   and,  to  whom  Vir- 
tue has  vouchfafed  ftill  fuperior  Endowments; 
his  Generofity  and  Benevolence  are  equal  to 
his  PofTefiions,  which,  in  his  Hands,   are  no 
more  than  the  Power  of  doing  Good,  intrufr,- 
ed  with  him,  as  the  Delegate  of  Providence, 
for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind  j  but  he  does  not 
Hop  even  here,  his  Virtue  is  not  only  Genuine 
but  Splendid,  his  Liberality  is  heightened  by 
a  Tafte  and  Magnificence,  which  have  been 
equalled  by  few,   and  excelled  by  none ;    by 
fuch  a  Difpofition,  joined  with  fuch  a  For- 
tune, he  not  only  refle'cls  Honour  upon  his 
Country,  but  gives  it  the  flrongeft  Pledge  of 

his 
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his  Superiority  to  Temptation,  and  his  invio- 
lable Attachment  to  the  Public  Good  ;  for 
what  can  influence  him  to  betray  his  Truft, 
whofe  fupreme  Delight  is  to  fulfill  it,  or  what 
can  feduce  him  to  illicit  Gain,  who  defpifes 
illicit  Pleafures,  and  whofe  Fortune  already 
enables  him  to  poflefs  thofe  which  his  Virtue 
prompts  him  to  defire.  In  Governors,  in- 
deed, of  whatever  denomination,  a  fuperio- 
rity  of  Fortune  feems  to  be  a  Requifite  of 
great  Importance,  for,  without  it,  the  very  de- 
fire  of  doing  Good  becomes  fometimes  a  Snare 
to  doEvil  j  the  mere  wim  of  impotent  Benevo- 
lence,though  it  is  a  kind,  is  a  painful  Senfation, 
and  where  there  is  not  Ability  to  fulfill  it,  fre- 
quently creates  a  Dependance  pernicious  in 
its  confequences,  however  fpecious  in  its  in- 
tention. 

It  is  happy  for  me,  Sir,  and  for  the  Public, 
that  I  cannot  be  accufed  of  making  my  Court 
by  a  fanciful  Panegyric.  The  Truth  of  what 
I  have  advanced  is  too  well  known,  and 
too  generally  acknowledged  ;  and  his  Excel- 
lency has  given  us  an  earnefl  of  his  Talents 
for  the  important  Truft,  that  is  devolved  upon 
him,  by  his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  which 
is  now  the  Subject  of  our  Confideration  j  he 

has 
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has  fele&ed  and  recommended  to  us  thofe 
Obje&s  of  National  concern,  that  are  indubi- 
tably moft  intrrefting  to  this  Kingdom  :  He 
has  recommended  the  bringing  the  deluded 
and  unhappy  People  in  the  lower  Clafs  of 
Life,  who  have  been  drawing  Confufion  upon 
the  State,  *  and  Mifery  upon  Themfelves,  at 
once  to  a  Senfe  of  their  Intereft,  and  their 
Duty,  which  are  eternally  and  infeperably  u- 
nited  j  as  thefe  Irregularities  muft  arife  either 
from  erroneous  Principles,  or  that  licentiouf- 
nefs  which  Idlenefs  never  fails  to  produce, 
he  has  alfo  recommended  the  Encouragement 
and  Support  of  the  Proteftant  Charter  Schools, 
and  the  Linen  Manufactory  j  and  he  has  pro- 
mifed,  in  the  warmeft  and  moft  emphatical 
Terms,  that  he  will  heartily  concur  in  effec- 
ting the  good  and  important  Purpofes  he  re- 
commends ;  as  fuch  are  his  Majefty's  gracious 
Difpofitions  towards  us,  fuch  is  his  Reprefen- 
tative  among  us,  and  fuch  are  the  Declara^ 
tions  from  the  Throne,  I  moft  earneftly  fe- 
cond  the  Motion  for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to 
his  Majefty  for  the  fame. 

It  was  then  refolved,  Nent.  Con.  that  an 
humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
to  the  E/Feft  already  mentioned,  and  ordered 

that 
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that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  it  up, 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

The  R— t  H ble  Mr  T-  C—   then 

moved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  of  Thanks  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, for  his  moft  excellent  Speech  this  Day 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  fpoke  to 
the  following  Effect : 

Mr.  S— ^, 

After  what  has  fa  truly,  and  fo  forcibly 
been  faid  in  commendation  of  the  Nobleman, 
whom  his  Majefty,  as  a  fignal  Mark  of  his 
paternal  Care  and  Attention  to  his  loyal  and 
faithful  Subjects  of  Ireland^  has  appointed  to 
be  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  Kingdom,  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  the 
Motion  J  have  to  make,  that  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs of  Thanks  be  prefented,  for  his  moft  ex- 
cellent Speech,  can  be  confidered  only  as  a 
necefTary  Compliance  with  the  Forms  of  the 
Houfe  ;  fince  I  am  confident  that  every  one 
who  hears  me,  feels  already  thofe  Sentiments 
in  his  Heart,  of  which,  Thanks,  in  the  warm- 
eft  and  ftrongeft  Terms,  are  no  more  than 

the 
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the  Expreffion  :  The  Speech  itfelf,  though 
one  of  the  beft  I  ever  heard  on  the  like  Oc- 
cafion,  is  fuch  only  as  might  be  expected  from 
a  Nobleman,  fo  diftinguimed  by  every  great 
and  good  Quality  that  can  endear  the  Man, 
or  adorn  the  Governour,  fo  fit  to  reprefent  a 
Prince,  who  is  at  once  the  Happinefs  and  the 
Glory  of  his  People,  whofe  Virtues  are  fuch 
as  convert  every  Wim,  however  luxuriant, 
into  a  well-grounded  Hope,  and  promife 
reality  and  permanence  to  whatever  Bleffings 
Imagination  can  form  ;  under  fuch  an  Admi- 
niftration,  no  expectations  of  Advantage  with- 
in the  Verge  of  Poffibility  are  romantic,  for  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  he,  who  has  hither- 
to been  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  for  Inte- 
grity, Honour,  and  Munificence,  will  lofe  any 
Opportunity  of  difplaying  them  with  yet 
brighter  Luftre,  and  more  extenfive  Influence, 
by  the  Power  which  he  derives  from  delegate 
ed  Royalty,  and  a  Character  equally  exalted 
and  endearing,  the  fubflituted  Father  of  a 
grateful  ^People. 

Mr.  C •   having  thus  introduced,  and 

made  his  Motion,  was  feconded  by  Mr.  S » 

M> -,  junior. 

Upon 
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Upon  which,  it  was  refolved,  Ncm.  Con, 
that  an  humble  Addrels  of  Thanks  be  prefent- 
ed  to  his  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for 
his  moft  excellent  Speech  this  Day  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 


WED. 
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WEDNESDAY,    O#.  12,    1763. 
SECOND    DAY. 

THERE  was  a  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee, appointed  to  draw  up  the  Addrefs 

to  his  Majefty,    in  the  S 's  Chamber, 

when  no  Objection  was  made  to  it,  as  it  was 
produced,  except  that  it  was  propofed  inftead 
of  the  Words  "  congratulate  *  w/V^his  Majef- 

*  The  original  Reading  was  right,  congratulate  k  both 
an  Active  and  a  Neuter  Verb,  as  an  A&ive  Verb,  it  fig- 
nifies,  to  exprefs  Joy  for  the  good "of 'another ;  as  a  Neuter 
Verb,  it  fignifies,  to  rejoice  in  participation  for  a  common 
good,  and  is  always  ufed  with  the  Prepofition  with  ;  now 
the  Birth  of  the  Prince  being  an  Event  not  only  bene- 
ficial to  the  King,  but  to  the  People,  the  Word  congratu- 
late fhould  have  been  ufed  as  a  Neuter,  not  an  Active 
Verb,  and  by  making  it  an  Active  Verb,  omi&ng  the 
Word  with,  half  the  Complement  is  taken  away,  for  it 
implies,  that  the  Birth  of  a  Prince  is  a  good  only  to  his 
Parents-like  a  common  Child,  whereas,  by  making  the 
Verb  Neuter,  and  congratulating  with  the  King,  it  im- 
plies a  good  to  the  People ;  Swift  ufes  the  Expreflion 
congratulate  with,  in  his  introduction  to  Polite  Converfa- 
tion  :  In  Defence  of  the  Objection,  it  was  faid  that  con  is 
with,  but  if  this  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  too  much, 
for  if  with,  for  this  Reafon,  fhould  not  be  ufed  with  con- 
gratulate, neither  fhoujd  it  be  ufed  with  condole  or  con- 
cur, 

ty," 
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ty,"  to  infert  "  congratulate  his  Majefty," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.   W B reported   from   the 

Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  they  had  drawn  up 
an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  he  read  in  his 
Place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  Table, 
where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

COPY    of  the  ADDRESS. 

c*  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty's  moft  Dutiful  and  Loyal 
Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment aflembled,  firmly  attached  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's Sacred  Perfon,  royal  Family,  and  Go- 
vernment, humbly  beg  Leave  to  aflure  your 
Majefty,  that  we  mall  be  always  ready  to  give 
your  Majefty  every  convincing  Proof  of  our 
Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  your 
Majefty's  Crown  and  Dignity. 

The  Approbation  with  which  your  Majefty 
has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  honour  our 
paft  Conduct,  fills  our  Hearts  with  the  warm- 
eft  Sentiments  of  Gratitude,  and  lays  us  under 
the  ftrongeft  Obligation,  to  endeavour  by  a 
C  con- 
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conflant  Perfeverance  in  the  fame  Principles 
of  Duty  and  Loyalty,  to  deferve  the  Continu- 
ance of  your  Royal  Favour  and  Protedion. 

We  think  it  our  indifpenfable  Duty,  to  re- 
turn your  Majefty  our  moft  grateful  and  fin- 
cere  Acknowledgments  for  your  paternal 
Care,  in  being  gracioufly  pleafed,  upon  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  a  general  Peace,  imme- 
diately to  relieve  your  loyal  and  faithful  Sub- 
jects of  this  Kingdom,  from  thofe  heavy  Bur- 
dens, which  they  chearfully  bore  during  the 
Continuance  of  the  late  fuccefsful  War  ;  and 
we  humbly  beg  Leave  to  afTure  your  Majefty., 
that  we  feel  the  greateft  -Happinefs,  from 
every  new  Acceflion  to  your  Majefty 's  Do- 
minions, and  Extension  of  the  Commerce  of 
your  Subjects. 

Permit  us  to  congratulate  your  Majefly, 
upon  the  aufpicious  Birth  of  the  Prince  of 
Walesy  and  the  further  Addition  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Royal  Houfe  by  the  Birth  of  a  fecond 
Prince ;  Events,  which,  as  they  promife  fo 
great  an  Addition  to  your  Majefly's  Domeftic 
Felicity,  and  fuch  a  lafting  Security  to  our 
happy  Conftitution,  mufl  give  the  higheft 
Pleafure  to  a  People  deeply  interefted  in  the 

Hap- 
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Happinefs  of  fo  excellent  a  Sovereign,  and  fo 
fully  fenfible  of  the  ineftimable  public  Blef- 
jfings,  which  they  have,  without  Interruption, 
enjoyed,  under  your  illuftrious  Houfe. 

We  acknowledge  it,  as  a  particular  Inftance 
of  your  Majefty's  tender  Concern  for  the 
Welfare  of  this  Kingdom,  that  you  have  been 
graciouily  pleafed  to  appoint  a  chief  Governor 
to  prefide  over  us,  of  whofe  approved  Fide- 
lity to  your  Majefty,  and  fleady  Attachment 
to  your  Royal  Houfe,  we  are  fully  perfuad- 
ed  ;  and  of  whofe  Honour,  Integrity,  Juftice, 
and  other  eminent  Qualities,  we  have  con- 
ceived the  higheft  Opinion. 

We  are  moft  gratefully  affected  with  your 
Majefty's  Goodnefs,  in  having  made  Ufe  of 
the  Credit  given  to  your  Government,  in  the 
laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  in  no  other  Pro- 
portion than  as  the  Neceility  of  your  Service 
exadly  required :  And  we  fhall  with  the 
greateft  Chearfulnefs,  continue  the  neceffary 
Supplies,  for  the  Support  of  your  Majefty '§ 
ordinary  Eftablifiment,  with  a  proper  Atten- 
tion to  the  Reduction  of  the  public  Debt. 

Cz  We 
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We  have  feen,  with  the  deepeft  Concern, 
the  tumultuous  Rifings  of  the  lower  People, 
in  Contempt  of  Law,  of  Magiftracy,  and  of 
every  constitutional  Subordination,  which,  if 
not  duly  attended  to,  muft  be  productive  of 
the  mod  fatal  Confequences,  and  which,  we 
are  fully  fenfible,  are  difgraceful  to  a  Country 
of  Liberty,  and  ruinous  to  a  Country  of  Com- 
merce. 

We  are  convinced  that  no  means  can  more 
effectually  prevent  the  like  Diforders  for  the 
future,  than  the  Encouragement  of  fuch  In- 
ftitutions,  as  tend  to  imprefs  on  the  Minds  of 
the  lower  Order  of  People,  early  Habits  of 
Induftry,  and  true  Principles  of  Religion  ;  and, 
for  this  defirable  Purpofe,  we  fhall  continue 
our  Care,  Encouragement,  and  Support  of 
the  Proteftant  Charter  Schools;  and  fhall 
have  the  ftricteft  Attention  to  every  Method, 
by  which  our  Linen  Manufacture  may  be  im- 
proved and  extended. 

We  beg  Leave  humbly  to  allure  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that  we  fhall  be  actuated,  in  our  future 
Proceedings,  by  the  fame  Principles  of  Duty 
and  Loyalty,  by  the  fame  unbiaffed  Regard  to 

the 
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the  Public,  that  recommended  our  Conduct 
in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  to  the  Ap- 
probation of  thebeft  of  Princes;  and  that  we 
{hall  always  confider  the  Continuance  of  your 
Majefty's  Royal  Protection,  as  the  fure  and 
folid  Foundation  of  our  Welfare  and  Profpe- 
rity." 

The  fixth  Paragraph,  being  read  a  fecond 

Time,  Mr  E —  S —  P got  up  and  faid, 

that  the  Words  ordinary  Eftablijhment,  feem- 
ed  to  include  a  Senfe  which  had  intirely  ef*- 
caped  him  in  the  Committee,  and  that  he 
muft  now  give  fome  Reafons  why  he  thought 
them  improper ;  the  Words  he  faid  might 
be  taken  to  imply  the  Eilablimments  hither- 
to granted,  and  would  then  include  the  Pen- 
iions,  which  he  never  could  confider  as  con- 
flitutionally  necefTary  to  the  Support  of  Go- 
vernment, nor  did  he  imagine  it  to  be  the 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  that  they  were  fo ;  as  he 
was  therefore  of  Opinion  that  the  Houfe  did 
not  mean  to  declare  their  Acquiefcence  in  the 
Continuation  of  the  Peniions,  and.  as  the  Words 
ordinary  Eftablijhmenty  were  fo  far  ambigu- 
ous, as  in  the  Opinion,  of  fome  at  leaft,  to  ex- 
prefs  fuch  an  Acquiefcence,  he  faid  he  thought 
they  mould  be  changed  for  fome  other,  the 
C  3  Senfe 
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fenfe  of  which  was  more  definite  and  cer- 
tain ;  he  faid  that  it  was  not  the  Bufmefs  of 
that  Day  to  enter  into  a  critical  Difquifition 
concerning  the  Import  of  the  Words  he  ex- 
cepted  to,  nor  was  he  juft  then  prepared  ex- 
actly to  define  them,  but  propofed,  as  an  eafy 
Expedient  to  remove  all  poffible  difference 
in  Conftrudtion,  that  the  Words  ordinary 
Eftablijhment,  might  be  expunged,  and  the 
Word,  Government,  inferted  in  their  flead, 
which  he  moved  accordingly. 

He  was  anfwered  by  the  R — t  H ble 

p —  ^4. — f  wno  faid,  that  the  Words  ordi- 
nary Eftablifkment)  were  a  Parliamentary  Ex- 
preffion,  confirmed  by  long  and  uninterrupted 
Ufe,  and  inferted  in  almoft  every  Addrefs  that 
had  been  prefented  from  that  Houfe  to  the 
Throne  j  that  they  had  never  been  known 
to  ferve  as  a  Foundation,  for  any  Claim  not 
more  explicitly  admitted,  and  that,  therefore, 
there  was  not  the  leaft  Reafon  to  fufpedl  that 
they  would  now  be  perverted  to  ferve  any 
fuch  Purpofe  ;  he  obferved  alfo,  that  if  any 
fuch  Dcfign  mould  be  formed,  it  would  never 
fucceed,  beccmfe  no  Expreffion  in  an  Addrefs 
was  obligatory,  or  even  fuppofed  to  be  ib  ; 
AddreiTes  being  confidered  only  as  Things  of 

courfe, 
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courfe,  a  general  Expreffion  of  Duty,  Loyalty, 
and  Attachment  relative  to  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne ;  he  added,   that  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  his  worthy  Friend  upon  the  Bench 
behind  him,  (Mr  P — )  would  be  the  firft  Man 
in  the  Houfe,    to  mew  a 'well-timed    Spirit 
of  Oppofition  againft  any  Perfon  who   mould 
claim  a  Right  to  infer  an  Acquiefcence  of  that 
Houfe  to  any  one  Point,  from  an  Expreffion 
in  an  Addrels ;     as   the  Words  in  Queflion 
therefore  were  juflified  by   inconteftible  and 
repeated  Precedents,   and  as  changing   them 
would  mew  an   ill   grounded    and    offenfive 
Diffidence,  without  anfwering  any  one  good 
Purpofe,  he  thought   they  could    not  with 
Propriety  be  removed  for  any   other,   efpe- 
cially-as  his  worthy  Friend  had  declared  that 
this  was  not  a  proper  Time  to  examine  criti- 
cally into  their  Meaning,  and  had   candidly 
confefled  himfelf  unable  to  affign  it.     If  it 
had  not  been  for  this  Conceffion,  he  faid,  he 
mould   have  been  tempted   to   have  called 
upon  him  for  an  Explanation,   but  as  no  fuch 
Explanation  was  either  given,  or  offered,  and 
as  a  Change  of  thefe  Words  would  render  the 
Addrefs    fingular,     by    departing   from    the 
Words  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  which 
it  had  been   always  the  Practice  to  adopt  in 
C4  Ad- 
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AddrefTes  from  the  Houfe,  he  declared  him- 
felf  againft  the  Motion. 

The  P—  S ,  and  A—  G ,  faid, 

that,  notwithstanding,  the  Words  in  Queftion 
were  fupported  by  Precedent,  and  truly  Par- 
liamentary, yet  that  the  .Change  propofed 
was  a  Matter  of  fo  little  confequence,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  necefTary  to  take  up  the 
Time  of  the  Houfe  in  a  Difpute  about  it,  and 
therefore  agreed  to  the  Alteration  propofed. 

The  $ G- ,  Mr  J—  G ,  then 

got  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 

Mr  S— ? 

I  do  not  get  up  to  oppofe  the  Alteration 
fuggefted  by  my  worthy  Friend,  which,  how- 
ever, I  mould  certainly  do,  if  I  had  any  of 
thofe  Sufpicions  which  he  feems  to  entertain, 
for  if  I  thought  that  any  Advantage  would  be 
taken  of  a  Conceffion  of  this  Houfe,  in  an 
Addrefs,  I  mould  certainly  oppofe  the  Infer- 
tion  of  the  Word  Government^  inftead  of  the 
Words  ordinary  Eftabliftment,  which,  perhaps, 
more  effectually  than  any  other,  preclude  fuch 
Ad  vantage,  at  leaft  much  more  effectually  than 
the  Word  propofed  to  be  fubftituted  in  their 

fteadj 
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ftead  ;  as  a  feeming  Diftruft  has  induced  him 
to  propofe  the  Alteration,  fo,  on  the  contrary, 
nothing  but  the  utmoft  Confidence  could  in- 
duce me  to  confent  to  it,  for  we  differ  diame- 
trically, as  to  the  Force  of  the  two  Exprefli- 
ons.  The  Word  Government,  is  furely  liable 
to  a  larger  Conftrudtion  than  the  Words  or- 
dinary Eftablijhment :  The  Words  ordinary 
Eftablifiment,  if  they  have  any  Meaning,  muft 
certainly  exclude  fomething,  whereas,  the 
Word  Government  admits  all ;  I  would  fub- 
mit  it  to  my  worthy  Friend  himfelf,  whether 
Ordinary  does  not  necefTarily  exclude  Extra- 
ordinary, and,  whether  he  does  not  think 
many  of  the  Sums  granted  laft  Year  come 
under  the  latter  Denomination,  particularly, 
thofe  granted  for  carrying  on  the  War  :  The 
Words  ordinary  EftabliJJjment,  therefore,  if 
they  can  be  fuppofed  to  include  all  the  indi- 
vidual and  fpecific  Sums  granted  laft  Year, 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  include  what  is  not  Or- 
dinary, or  elfe  the  Expences  of  a  War  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  come  under  that  Denomina- 
tion :  Which  fide  of  this  Dilemma  then 
fhall  we  take  ?  Shall  we  fay  that  the  Ex- 
pences of  War  come  under  our  Ordinary  Ef- 
tablifhment  ?  Or  fhall  we  fay  that  the  Words 

Ordi- 
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Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  mean  the  fame 
Thing?     1£ by  ordinary  Eftablijhment,  it  is 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  all  the  fpecifk  Sums  granted 
laft  Year  to  be  included,  why  mould  we  fup- 
pofe  it  to  include  Penfions,   merely  becaufe 
Penfions  were  granted,  or  continued  laft  Year  ? 
It  would   be  certainly  much   more  eafy   to 
found  a  Claim  of  granting  or  continuing  Pen- 
iions,  upon  the  general  Engagement  to  fup- 
port  his  Majefty's  Government,   than,   upon 
the  fpecific  and  limited  Promife,   to  fupport 
his  ordinary  Eftablijhment,    which   is  all'that 
has  been  afked  on  his  Majefty's  behalf :    To 
fupport  Government  it  is  frequently  neceflary 
to  give  very    confiderable   Sums,   as  well  by 
way  of  Penfion  as  otherwife,  for  fecret  Ser- 
vice, of  which  the  Crown  is  the  fole  Arbiter 
and    Judge,  and  which,  by  the  very  Nature 
of  the  Thing,  cannot  be  fufficiently  difclofed 
to  be  particularly  accounted  for ;  it  is,  indeed, 
both  our  Duty  and  Inclination  to  fupport  his 
Majefty's   Government  in  the  Juft  and  Ge- 
nuine Senfe  of  the  Word,  but  yet  the  gene- 
ral Expreffion  of  fupporting  Government,  is 
more  liable  to  be  ftretched   into  a  Senfe  not 
neceflarily   included   in  it,   than  the  Words 
Ordinary  Eftablifiment>  befides,  being  in  it- 
felf,  and  in  its  juft  and  genuine  Meaning,  a 

Word 
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Word  of  much  more  extensive  Signification  ; 
in  a  Word,  Sir,  the  Terms  of  the  Speech 
could  not  poflibly  have  been  chofen  if  any 
Thing  not  openly  and  explicitly  avowed  had 
been  intended  j  I  conclude,  therefore,  from 
the  very  Choice  of  the  Words,  that  there  was 
no  fuch  Intention,  and  that  as  no  Advantage 
was  meant  to  be  taken  of  us  by  the  Words 
originally  inferted,  no  Advantage  will  be 
taken  of  that  now  propofed  in  their  ftead, 
and,  for  that  Reafon,  readily  agree  to  the  Al- 
teration. 

The  Alteration  was  accordingly  made. 

The  Right  H— ble  T—-  C—  then  read  the 
following  Addrefs  to  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland, Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  Gene- 
ral Governor  of  Ireland. 

"  May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency, 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment aflembled,  return  your  Excellency  our 
moil  fincere  Thanks  for  your  moft  excellent 
Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  we  beg  Leave 
to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  Ap- 
point- 
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pointment  to  the  Government  of  this  King- 
dom. 

We  are  inexpreffibly  happy  that  our  pafl 
Conduct  has  met  with  his  Majefty's  Appro- 
bation 5  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  by  our 
future  Proceedings  we  {hall  not  forfeit  that 
Regard,  which  his  Majefty  has  fo  gracioufly 
condefcended  to  honour  us  with. 

We  beg  Leave  to  exprefs  our  Satisfaction, 
that  the  Situation  of  public  Affairs  will 
permit  fo  very  considerable  a  Diminution  of 
the  Public  Expences  ;  and  that  your  Excel- 
lency is  appointed  to  the  Government  of  this 
Kingdom  at  fo  happy  a  Period.  And  we  af- 
fure  your  Excellency  we  mall  moft  chearfully 
grant  fuch  Supplies  as  mall  be  neceffary  for 
the  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Government, 
and  fhall  give  all  proper  Attention  to  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt. 

The  Rifings  of  the  lower  People,  men- 
tioned by  your  Excellency,  give  us  the  ut- 
moft  Concern  ;  they  deferve,  and  (hall  have, 
our  clofeft  Attention  j  and  we  are  fully  fen- 
fible  that  no  Means  can  ferve  more  effectually 
to  prevent  thofe  Diforders  for  the  future,  than 

the 
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the  Encouragement  of  fuch  Inftitutions  as 
tend  to  imprefs  on  the  Minds  of  the  lower 
Order  of  People,  early  Habits  of  Induftry,  and 
true  Ideas  of  Religion. 

As  we  are  fully  perfuaded  that  your  Excel- 
lency will,  upon  all  Occasions,  be  ready  to 
forward  the  growing  Profperity  of  this  very 
improveable  Country  j  fo  we  mall,  on  our 
Parts,  be  folicitous  to  demonftrate  to  the 
World,  that  we  cannot  more  effectually  ferve 
our  own  Interefts,  than  by  endeavouring, 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  our  Proceed- 
ings, to  contribute  to  the  Honour,  the  Eafe, 
and  Permanency  of  your  Excellency's  Admi- 
niflration." 

Mr  H —  F —  afterwards  Hood  up  and 
fpoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  S , 

It  muft  give  every  Member  of  this  Houfe 
the  higheft  Satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  we 
now  meet  freed  and  difencumbered  from  the 
Apprehenlions  under  which  we  fuffcred  the 
Beginning  of  the  laft  Seflions  :  We  have  alfo 
the  Happinefs  of  being  acquainted  with  the 
Difpofitions  of  each  other,  fo  that  no  Requi- 

fitc 
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lite  is  wanting  for  the  mature  Conlideration 
of  what  may  be  moft  for  the  Advantage  of 
our  Country,  independent  of  every  other  Ob- 
ject. It  is,  however,  a  melancholy  Refiecti- 
on,  that  thofe  who  diftinguifh  themfelves  by 
their  Independance,  Difintereftednefs,  and 
public  Spirit,  thofe  who  make  the  Advantage 
of  their  Country  their  only  Obejct,  are .  too 
often  branded  by  the  Name  of  Fa5llon^  and 
under  that  opprobious  Appellation  held  forth 
to  public  Obloquy  and  Reproach,  merely  be- 
caufe  they  will  not  concur  with  the  mean, 
Interefted,  and  felfim  Views  of  thofe  who  im- 
plicitly adopt  the  Meafures  of  a  Court,  that 
they  may  themfelves  become  the  Objeds  of 
Court  Favour.  But  whatever  defigning  Kna- 
very may  pretend,  or  thoughtlefs  Ignorance 
admit,  the  Word  Fattion,  as  a  Term  of  Re- 
proach, may  be  juftly  retorted  upon  thofe  by 
whom  it  is  fo  liberally  beftowed  upon  others. 
Thofe  are  certainly  a  Faction,  in  this  Senfe, 
who  unite  upon  any  felfifli  or  contracted 
Views,  againft  the  public  or  general  Intereft, 
whether  they  are  many  or  few  :  Thofe  who 
infidioufly  endeavour  to  extend  the  Preroga- 
tive, under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  fupport- 
ing  it,  thofe  who  encourage  the  Exercife  of 
miconflitutional  Power,  afTumed  by  a  Mini- 

fter 
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fler  under  the  Colour  of  ftrengthening  the 
Hands  of  Government,  and  thofe  who  concur 
in  the  Diftribution  of  pecuniary  Gratificati- 
ons to  Individuals,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Na- 
tion, as  a  Compliment  to  royal  Munificence, 
thole  and  thofe  only  deferve  to  be  ftigmatized 
by  the  Name  of  Faftion.  It  is  certain, .  in- 
deed, that  they  do  not  more  miftake  their 
own  true  Intereft  than  the  true  Intereft  of 
thofe  in  whofe  Meafures  they  implicitly  con- 
cur j  as  the  fupreme  and  only  real  Happinefs 
and  Honour  of  the  Prince,  are  derived  wholly 
from  the  Freedom,  Wealth,  and  Happinefs 
of  his  People,  fo  the  Happinefs  and  Honour 
of  a  MInifter,  if  he  is  capable  of  any  Thing 
that  may  be  truly  fo  called,  are  nothing  more 
than  the  reflected  Honour  and  Happinefs  of 
his  Prince ;  fo  true  it  is  that  Providence  has 
made  the  real  Happinefs  of  the  Individual  de- 
pend upon  the  fame  Conduct  that  produces 
the  Happinefs  of  the  whole  j  that  every  Vice 
is  manifeftly  a  Folly ;  and  he  who  facrifices 
the  Intereft  of  his  Country,  its  Freedom,  In- 
dependance,  or  Wealth,  to  any  private  Advan- 
tage of  himfelf,  his  Family,  or  his  Friends, 
eventually  betrays  the  very  Individuals  he 
would  ferve,  by  taking  away  what  is  of  infi- 
nitely more  Value  than  any  Thing  he  can 

give 
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give  j  for  what,  in  the  Eftimation  of  Honeity 
and  Reafon,  can  be  equivalent  to  a  common 
Intereft  in  thofe  invaluable  Blefiings  that  dif- 
tinguifh  a  free  People!  God  forbid  that  I 
fhould  renounce  or  difparage  the  forcible,  yet 
tender  Ties  of  perfonal  Friendmip,  parental 
Affection,  or  ingenuous  Gratitude  ;  permit 
me  to  fay,  that  no  Man  in  this  Houfe  is  more 
under  the  Influence  of  thefe  Attachments 
than  myfelf ;  no  Man  has  more  ardent  Love 
for  his  Friend,  a  ftronger  Senfe  of  Obligation, 
nor  warmer  Paffions  ;  nor  do  I  dream  that 
any  Man  is  bound  to  love  thofe  whom  he  has 
never  feen  more  than  thofe  who  are  indear- 
ed  to  him  by  the  Ties  of  Nature,  and  of 
Blood  ;  much  lefs  that  he  can  love  the  Public, 
who  does  not  love  his  Relations  and  Friends, 
which  muft  make,  to  every  one  not  deftitute 
of  Humanity,  the  moft  endearing  Part  of  it; 
but,  I  fay,  that  he  only  purfues  the  true  In- 
tereft  of  his  Friend  and  his  Relation,  who 
concurs  in  every  Meafure  to  fecure  to  them 
that  upon  which  every  other  Bleffing  depends  j 
that  Freedom  and  Indepcndance,  without 
which  neither  Labour  is  profitable,  nor  Reft 
is  fweetj  without  which  Gold  is  not 
Wealth,  nor  are  Titles  Honour.  The  nar- 
row minded  felfifli  Court  Sycophant,  who, 

in 
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in  the  Wickednefs  of  his  Folly,  facrifices  rhs 
many  to  the  few,  does,  in  fad:,  facrihce  the 
few  with  the  many ;  and  does  nothing  more 
than  involve  thofe  for  whom  he  is  willuig  to 
betray  his  Country,  in  the  Ruin  which  his 
Treachery  is  bringing  upon  it ;  the  Tool  of 
Court  FadVion  is,  like  thofe  who  employ  him, 
the  Dupe  of  his  ownCunning,  and  the  Scourge 
of  his  own  Vice.  The  namelefs  Vermine, 
that  court  Sun- mine  quickens  in  the  Slime  of 
Venality,  will  foon  find  that  the  fame  In- 
fluence which  produced  will  deftroy  them  ; 
when  the  Moifture  of  that  Dirt,  in  which  they 
crawl,  is  a  little  farther  exhaled,  they  will  find 
it  ftiffening  about  them  ;  they  will  firft  be  de^ 
prived  of  Motion,  then  of  Life,  and  the  next 
Gale  will  fweep  them  away  with  the  Duft  in 
which  they  perimed.  It  is  not,  indeed, 
ftrange  that  remote  mould  be  facrificed  to 
immediate  Good,  when  the  Temptation  ftrikes 
ftrongly  upon  the  Senfe,  and  the  Principles, 
both  of  Virtue  and  Wifdom,  by  which  alone 
it  can  be  refifted,  are  wanting  j  but  it  is 
flrange,  and  not  lefs  deplorable,  that,  in  this 
Country,  many  mould ^pe  found  who  facrifice 
their  chief  Intereft  to, a  fubordinate  one  ftijl 
more  remote  and  precarious  5  who  give  away 
D  their 
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their  Share  in  the  public  Profperhy,  not  for 
immediate  Riches  and  Titles,  but  for  mere 
Names  and  Shadows;  for  Promifes  never 
meant  to  be  fulfilled  ;  for  painted  Vapours, 
which  appear  folid  only  by  their  diftance, which 
float  in  airy  Regions,  where  they  can  never 
be  approached,  and  which  vanifh  for  ever 
with  the  Light  that  gilds  them  ;  nay,  in  this 
Age  of  Vanity  and  Diffipation,  Men  are  cor- 
rupted, even  by  lefs  than  a  Promife,  a  trivial 
Complement  j  a  familiar  and  a  gracious  Smile, 
or  a  Squeeze  by  theHand,are  deemed  valuable 
Confiderations  for  thofe  ineftimable  Bleffings 
which  our  Forefathers  procured  for  us,  at  the 
Expence  of  Treafure,  of  Eafe,  of  Health,  and' 
even  Life  itfelf.  While  this  Infatuation 
fpreads  among  us,  and  its  Effects  are  propor- 
tionabiy  more  extenfive  and  more  alarming, 
it  behoves  thofe  who  are  not  yet  circumfcrib- 
ed  by  the  enchanted  Circle,  thofe  who  have 
ft  ill  the  Ufe  of  unper  verted  Reafon,  and  who 
Hill  Eftimate  the  Bleffings  of  Life  by  their 
juft  Value,  to  exert  themfelves  in  behalf  of 
their  native  Country,  and  like  its  Guardian 
Angel  "  to  watch  over  it  for  Good."  They 
are  deeply  concerned  in  its  particular  Welfare, 
as  diftinct  from  other  Parts  of  the  Britifi 

Do. 
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Dominions,  and  they  are  acquainted  with  its 
true  Intereft,  and  know  how  it  is  to  be  pur- 
fued,  which  cannot  be  the  Cafe  with  thofe 
who  honour  us  with  their  Company  from  the 
other  Side  of  the  Water :  This  tender,  this 
jealous  Vigilance  is  ftill  more  neceffary  as  it  is 
not  our  Happinefs  to  have  a  native  Prince  to 
wield  a  native  Sceptre  among  us,  but  muft  ap- 
pear to  our  Sovereign  as  we  are  reprefented 
by  others,  and  receive  the  Benefits  of  his  Ad- 
miniftration,  not  directly,  but  as  it  were  by 
Reflection.  As  a  means  conducive  to  the 
good  Purpofe,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
recommend,  I  beg  leave  to  move. 

"That  the  proper  Officer  do  attend  and  in- 
form this  Houfe,  whether  any  Patents,  grant- 
ing Penfions  at  Will,  now  in  Being,  out  of 
the  Revenues  of  this  Kingdom,  are  Inrolled ; 
and,  if  any  fuch  ."Enrollments  there  are,  that 
the  proper  Officer  may  lay  thofe  ^Enrollments 
before  the  Houfe." 

When  Mr  F had  made    this  Motion, 

the    S r   replied,   that   Patents,  granting 

Penfions  for  Life  were  never  Enrolled,   and  a 

Member  replied  to    the  S r,   that  this 

D  2  Or- 
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Circumftance  was  known  to  the  honourable 
Gentleman  who  made  the  Motion,  and  that 
he  intended  it  mould  by  this  Means  come  of* 
ficially  before  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  then  ordered  accordingly. 


THURS- 
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THURSDAY,  051.  13,  1763; 
THIRD     DAY. 

M.  D. 


MrS—  , 

IRife  up  to  remark  a  Defeat  in  this  Confti- 
tution  no  -lefs  manifeft  than  important  ; 
the  long  Duration  of  our  Parliaments  ;  as  the 
Evil  of  this  Defect  is  felf-evident,  I  might  rea- 
fonable  fuppofe  all  Arguments  for  the  Proof 
of  it  to  be  precluded,  and,  as  it  is  of  the  mod 
alarming  and  fatal  Kind,  I  might  alfo,  with 
equal  Reafon,  fuppofe  all  Arguments  for  the 
removal  of  it  to  be  fuperfluous  ;  indeed,  the 
Proof  of  what  is  already  manifeft,  is  no  lefs 
difficult  than  unneceflary,  for  by  what  Form 
of  Ratiocination  could  I  prove  the  Light  to 
fhine  at  Noon-day,  or  demonflrate  the  Co- 
lours which  the  Objects  round  me  derive  from 
that  Light  ?  yet,  becaufe  there  may  be  fome, 
who  by  {hutting  their  Eyes,  and  involving 
themfelves  in  voluntary  Darknefs,  obtain  a 
Pretence  to  doubt  the  Reality  of  what  others 
intuitively  perceive,  I  will  endeavour  to  dif- 
play  what  all  who  are  willing  to.  fee,  do  fee, 
D3  in 
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in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  make  it  impoffible  for 
thofe  who  love  Darknefs  rather  than  Light, 
to  fuppofe,  or  even  pretend  to  fuppofe,  the 
Light  does  not  mine,  and  that  the  Figure 
and  Colour  of  the  Objects  it  makes  vifiblej 
are  the  mere  Illufions  of  Fancy. 

To  drop  the  Metaphor,  Sir,  it  is  impoffible 
to  fuppofe  that  Men  in  general  will  difcharge 
their  Duty  with  a  Zeal,  Steadinefs,  and  Affi- 
duity,  when  it  is  contrary  to  their  Intereft, 
equal  to  that  which  they  will  exert  in  fulfil- 
ling it,  when  their  Duty  and  their  Intereft  co- 
incide ;  the  Duty  of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe 
is  infinitely  the  moft  Important  that  can  de- 
volve upon  a  Subject,  and  his  Intereft  muft 
either  be  connected  with  it,  or  oppofed  to  it, 
in   Proportion  as  he  is  dependant  upon  his 
Conftituents,  or  upon  any  Minifter,  who  may 
have  formed  Defigns,  in  which  his  Conftitu- 
ents could  not  poflible  concur.     By  the  De- 
fect, which  I  have  remarked  in  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  a  Member  once  chofen  to  fit  in  this 
Houfe,  fits  in  it  for  Life,  or  at  leaft,   for  the 
Life  o'f  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne ;    a  Pro- 
pofition  from  which  the  following  Deductions 
inconteftibly  proceed  :   He  has  nothing  either 
to  hope  or  to  fear  from  his  Conftituents ;  but 

from 
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from  a  Minifter  his  Expectations  may  reafon- 
ably  be  great ;  he  will  be  tempted  to  oppofe 
the  Meafures  of  a  good  Miniftei^  merely,  that 
he  may  be^  bought  into  his  Service,  and  to  fell 
himfelf  into  the  Service  of  a  bad  Minifter  for 
the  fame  Advantage  j  the  Minifter  alfo  may 
afford  to    bid    high,  when  he  buys  for  Life  ; 
fo  that  a  Degree  of.  Virtue,  which  might  re- 
fill a  fmall  Advantage,  may  be  furmounted  by 
the  Minifter,  merely   in  confequence  of  his 
being  in  a  Situation  which  will  make  it  worth 
his  while  to  offer,  greater.    Time  for  this  ini- 
quitous Compact  is  alfo  abundantly  allowed, 
which,  whatever  might  be  the  Inclination  and 
Intereft  of  the  Parties,  would  not  be  the  Cafe, 
if  Parliaments,  inftead  of  lafting   for  Life, 
were,  according  to  their  primitive  Inftitution, 
to  laft  but   a   Year ;    or,  according   to  a  late 
Regulation,  for  three.    A  Reprefeqtative  who 
has  a  Seat  for  Life,  may  become  .an  abfolute 
Stranger  to  his  Conftituents,  while  he  conti- 
nues the  Truftee  of  all  that  is  dear  and  im- 
portant to  them  upon  Earth :  He  who,  when 
elected,  had  a  good  Eftate  in  the  County,  or 
City,  by  which  he  was  chofen,  may,  by  the 
Viciffitude  natural  to  Worldly  Affairs,  be  to- 
tally undone,  and  not  have  a  Foot  of  Land  in 
the  World  -,    his  Intereft,    therefore,   in  the 
D  4  com- 


j.2  Debates  relative  to  tic      DAY  III.] 

common  Intereft  is  lefs,  and  his  Dependance 
naturally  greater  upon  thofe  who  may  poflibly 
wim  to  fubvert  it.  The  Difpofal  of  Property 
will  thus  remain  in  one  who  has  no  Property 
of  his  own,  and  the  Liberty  of  others  depend 
upon  one  whofe  own  Liberty,  probably,  de- 
pends wholly  upon  his  Seat  in  Parliament; 
there  is  no  Time  in  which  he  can  be  called  to 
account  for  his  Breach  of  Truft,  no  Time  in 
which  a  worthier  Man  may  be  chofen  in  his 
room  ;  add  to  this,  that  the  Sitting  of  aMem- 
ber,  once  elected,  for  Life,  is  an  Injury  to 
thofe  who  are  excluded,  and  who  ought  to 
take  their  Turn  ;  it  is  alfo  a  perpetual  Check 
upon  zealous  and  active  public  Spirit,  for,  as 
Man,  the  beft  Man,  is  a  mixed  Character, 
much  will  never  be  done  for  others,  if  fome- 
thing  for  felf  is  not  mixed  with  it  ;  and  our 
great  Poet,  and  Moralift,  has  defined  Virtue 
to  be  that  Self-love  which  includes  the  Good 
of  others;  he,  therefore,  who  might  exert 
h-imfelf  upon  a  public  and  important  Occafion, 
and  avail  the  Public  of  his  Parts,  his  Influ- 
ence, or  his  Fortune,  if  he  Loped  by  a  well- 
earned  Popularity,  to  obtain  a  Voice  in  the 
great  Council  of  his  Country,  will,  perhaps, 
either  fit  wholly  Inactive,  or  at  beft,  make 
but  a  feeble  Effort,  if  this  Motive  is  wanting. 

In- 


DAY  III.]       Affairs  of  IRELAND*  43 

Indolence,  Sir,  is  the  genuine  Chara&er  of 
Defpair,  or  of  a  State  in  which  Hope  has  no 
Object  j  and  how  many  would  be  actuated 
by  Hope,  if  our  Parliaments  were  limited  to 
a  fhort  Duration,  who  are  now  likely  to  be 
torpid  for  want  of  that  vital  Principle,  I  leave 
every  one  prefent  to  determine.  It  is  true, 
that  now  and  then  the  Door  of  this  Houfe  is 
opened  for  the  Admiffion  of  a  fingle  Indivi- 
dual by  Death  ;  but  all  that  is  uncertain  is, 
by  a  happy  Inftind:  of  Nature,  deemed  to  be 
diftaut ;  and  it  being  alfo  doubtful  in  what 
Part  the  Vacancy  will  happen,  the  poffibility 
is  no  more  a  Stimulus  to  one  than  to  all  5  how 
different  would  be  the  Cafe  if,  at  the  End 
of  a  fhort  Period,  the  Doors  were  to  be  thrown 
open  for  the  Admiflion  of  our  whole  Num- 
ber ?  How  many  Hearts  would  then  conti- 
nually beat  with  Ardour  and  Emulation,  how 
many  Affiduities  would  be  pradifed,  how 
extenfive  a  Popularity  acquired,  how  much 
our  Conftitution  ftudied,  and  our  Intereft  at- 
tended to,  by  thole  who  now  fink,  with  a 
fupine  Content,  into  the  Oblivion  of  private 
Life,  and  lit,  darkling  and  iilent,  in  an  obfcure 
Corner  of  the  VelTel,  which  they  know  they 
never  (hall  affift  to  fleer. 


It 
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It  would  be  very  eafy,  Sir,  for  me  to  (hew, 
by  citing  indubitable  Fafts  from  our  Hiftory, 
that  what  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  mujl  be, 
has  been ;  that  our  Conftitution  has  flourifh- 
ed,  when  Parliaments  have  been  fhort,  and  de- 
clined when  Parliaments  have  been  long  $ 
that  bad  Kings,  and  corrupt  Minifters,  have 
made  the  Tranfition  from  fhort  Parliaments 
to  long,  and  good  Kings,  and  upright  Mini- 
fters, the  Tranfition  from  long  Parliaments  to 
fhort ;  but  to  enumerate  Effects  as  Evidence 
of  their  Caufes,  when  the  neceflary  Efficiency 
of  their  Caufes  has  been  demonftrated,  would 
be  like  bringing  Evidence  to  prove  that  a 
Man  did  not  walk,  and  eat,  and  fleep,  and 
tranfadt  his  Bufinefs,  after  having  already  de- 
monftrated that  he  is  dead.  Let  it,  however, 
be  remembered,  that  the  firft  who  extended 
Parliaments  to  a  longer  Duration  than  three 
Years,  was  Henry  the  VHIth,  a  violent  and 
ambitious  Tyrant,  the  Slave  of  every  deprav- 
ed Appetite,  and  equally  impatient  of  Re- 
ftraint  from  the  Laws  both  of  God  and  Man. 
As  he  knew  that  his  arbitrary  Will  could  not 
be  gratified,  but  by  gaining  an  Afcendancyo- 
ver  his  Parliament,  he  firft  contrived  to  make 
his  Parliament  long,  as  the  only  Means  of  ob- 
taining 
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tainlng  that  Afcendancy ;  and  the  flavim  O- 
bedience  of  the  Parliament,  when  he  had  thus 
modelled  it  to  his  Purpofe,  is  well  known. 
It  is  alfo  well  known  that  Charles  the  lid  ob- 
tained a  long  Parliament,  which  knew  no 
Rule  of  acting  but  the  Will  of  thofe  who  gave 
its  Members  their  Pay  j  this  Parliament  ob- 
tained the  Name  of  the  Pen/ion  Parliament, 
and  was,  perhaps,  the  Model  upon  which 
fome  later  Parliaments  have  been  formed. 
But,  to  wave  farther  particular  Inftances,  it  is 
too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  many  dan- 
gerous Attempts  have  mifcarried  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Water,  not  fo  much  from  the  Vir- 
tue of  the  Parliament,  as  from  the  Apprehen- 
Con  of  an  approaching  Election ;  and  of  this 
Minifters  have  been  fo  much  aware,  that  the 
Clofe  of  a  Parliament  has  always  been  deem- 
ed an  improper  Time  to  propofe  any  Meafure 
which  is,  in  general,  difagreeable  to  the  Peo- 
ple. In  a  Word,  Sir,  it  would  appear  incon- 
teftibly,  from  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing,  unfup- 
ported  by  Facts,  and  by  Fads  without  the 
Affiftance  of  Argument,  that  the  Prolongati- 
on of  the  Term  of  Parliaments  weakens  the 
Security  of  the  People,  and  that  nothing  can 
make  it  fafe  to  repofe  fo  great  a  Truft  in  any 
Set  of  Men,  as  the  collective  Body  delegates 

to 
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to  its  Reprefentatives,  but  the  Shortnefs  of  the 
Term  for  which  fuch  Delegation  is  made. 
But,  if  this  is  true  of  Parliaments  in  general, 
how  much  greater  mufl  be  the  Danger  ariiing 
from  the  unlimited  Duration  of  our  Parlia- 
ment, when  we  have  no  fuch  Barrier  againil 
minifterial  Influence  as  the  Place-Bill  in  En- 
gland ?  A  Barrier  which  was  thought  necef- 
fary,  notwithfhndihg  the  Limitation  of  Par- 
liament to  feven  Years ;  and  that  it  is  lefs  ne- 
ceflary  to  us,  whofe  Parliament  is  unlimited, 
or  that  with  it  we  might  more  fafely  fuffer 
our  Parliament  for  Life,  than  our  Neigh- 
bours, is,  I  believe,  a  Compliment  they  are 
very  willing  to  pay  us,  but  which,  I  believe, 
no  Friend  to  his  Country  would  be  ambitious 
to  receive. 

To  conclude,  as,  at  leaft,  an  Argument  ad 
bominem^  let  me  oblerve,  that  every  Friend  to 
the  Revolution  muft,  confidently  with  his 
Principles,  declare  in  Favour  of  limitting  the 
Time  of  our  Parliaments,  for  how  abfurd  is  it 
to  maintain  that  the  People  have  a  Right  to 
make  and  change  a  King,  and  yet  have  no 
Right  to  change  their  Reprefentatives.  to 
whom  they  delegate  their  Power  of  keeping 
the  King  from  being  independant  of  his 

People 
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People  ?  I  move,  then,  and  I  hope  to  be  fe- 
conded  by  every  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe, 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  Heads 
of  a  Bill  for  limiting  the  Duration  of  Parlia- 
ments in  this  Kingdom. 

"Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
Heads  of  fuch  a  Bill,  and  that  Dr  L —  and 
Mr  F —  do  bring  in  the  fame." 

"  Ordered,  that  the  proper  Officer  do  lay 
before  this  Houfe  the  Inrollments  of  the  Pa- 
tents, by  which  the  Offices  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and 
Judges  have  been  granted." 

Dr  L~ —  then  moved,  that  it  might  be  an 
Inftruction  to  the  Committee  that  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  Rifings  in  the 
North  ;  to  enquire  alfo  into  the  Caufes  of  the 
Infurrections  in  the  South  :  It  feemed,  he 
faid,  very  extraordinary  to  him  that  the  In- 
di&ments  in  the  North  were  all  laid  for  high 
Treafon,  and  thofe  in  the  South  only  for  a 
Riot,  and  a  Breach  of  the  Peace.  As  the 
Crimes  in  both  Parts  of  the  Country  were  pre- 
cifely  the  fame,  both  in  their  Nature  and  Con- 
fequences,  he  was  amazed,  he  faid,  how  the 

Prole- 
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Profecution  could  be  fo  different,  except  in 
the  Purfaance  of  a  particular  and  partial  In- 
duction from  above  ;  he  alfo  threw  out  fome 
general  Reflections  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
Judges  who  fat  in  the  South. 

He  was  anfwered  by  Mr  G — ,  the  S — 
G — ,  who  faid,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  had  not  been  bet- 
ter informed,  for  that  the  Indictments  in  the 
South  had,  in  many  Cafes,  been  laid  for  high 
Treafon  as  well  as  in  the  North;  and  the 
Truth  of  this  was  fo  notorious,  that  feveral 
had  even  been  executed  upon  the  Statute ;  he 
obferved,  indeed,  that  in  fome  Cafes  a  Lenity 
had  been  (hewn,  but  he  faid  it  was  only 
when  Reafon  and  Humanity  required  it, 
when  the  Delinquent  had  been  deluded,  and, 
in  fome  Meafure,  overborn  by  the  Heads  of 
the  Infurgents,  and  that  there  was  not  theleafl 
Shadow  of  Reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  either  Way  interpofed,  or  di- 
rected the  leaft  Partiality  to  be  {hewn  in  dif- 
penfing  either  Juftice,  or  Mercy,  on  this  Occa- 
ilon.  He  added,  that  as  the  learned  Judges, 
from  the  Nature  of  their  Employment,  could 
not  fit  in  that  Houfe  to  defend  themfelves,  he 
could  not  help  anfwering  for  them,  and  fhould 

think 
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think  himfelf  wanting,  as  well  to  his  own 
Character  as  theirs,  if  he  did  not  do  them  the 
Juftice  to  fay,  that  they  had  behaved  through 
the  whole  of  that  unhappy  Affair  fo  as  to  de- 
ferve  the  greateft  Honour  both  as  Magistrates 
and  Men.  • 

To  this  Dr  L —  made  no  Reply,  but,  upon 
his  Motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  it  be  an  In- 
ftruction  to  the  faid  Committee  to  enquire  in- 
to the  Caufes  of  the  Infurrections  in  the 
South. 

Anfwer  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Ad- 
drefs  of  the  Houfe. 


Gentlemen 


e{  I  am  extremely  thankful  for  this  very 
obliging  Addrefs :  The  favourable  Opinion 
you  are  pleafed  to  conceive  of  my  Intentions, 
at  the  Commencement  of  my  Adminiftrati- 
on,  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  confirmed  in  the 
Courfe,  and  by  the  Conclufion  of  it.  It  will 
be  my  chief  Endeavour  to  merit  your  Appro- 
bation by  my  own  Conduct,  and  faithfully  to 
reprefent  to  his  Majefty  the  Loyalty  and  the 

Affection 
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Affection  of  Yours :  Opportunities  of  doing 
this  Act  of  Juftice,  fo  honourable  to  you,  and 
fo  pleafing  to  me,  I  perfuade  myfelf  will  very 
frequently  occur;  and  you  may  reft  aflured 
they  mall  be  always  very,  readily  embraced> 
and  improved  to  the  utmoft  Advantage," 


T  H  U  R  Sr 
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THURSDAY,   08.  27,    1763. 
FOURTH    DAY. 

MR.  R —  F—  got  up  and  faid,  that  as 
many  unavoidable  Accidents  frequent- 
ly prevented  the  beft-intentioned  Subjects 
from  qualifying  themfelves  within  the  exact 
Time  prefcribed  by  the  Act,  and  that,  as  the 
Act  was  never  defigned  to  diftrefs  fuch  Per- 
fons,  by  taking  Advantage  of  a  Delay  which 
they  could  not  prevent,  he  humbly  moved 
that  Leave  might  be  given,  to  bring  in  Heads 
of  a  BJ11  for  allowing  farther  Time  to  Perfons, 
in  Offices  or  Employments,  to  qualify  them?- 
felves,  purfuant  to  an  Act  to  prevent  the  far- 
ther Growth  of  Popery. 

Ordered  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the 
Heads  of  fuch  a  Bill. 

Mr# L , 

MrS , 

As  Liberty  is  the  common  Birth-right  of 

Mankind,    and,  like  Health,  is  that  Blefling, 

without  which  no  other  can  be  enjoyed,  it  is 

E  cer- 
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certainly  Matter  of  Regret,  that,  by  the  natu- 
ral and  necefTary  Imperfection -in  all  human 
Things,  the  Liberty  of  Induftry  and  Inno- 
cence mould,  in  fome  Circum fiances,  be  pre- 
carious, even  in  this  Country,  of  which  Free- 
dom is  the  glorious,  and  almofb  peculiar  Pri- 
vilege, and  in  behalf  of 'which  our  Anceftors 
have  been  ever  ready  to  expend  the  laft  Mite 
of  their  Property,  and  the  lafl  Drop  of  their 
Blood.  As  Juftice  is  nothing  more  than 
Goodnefs,  under  the  Direction  of  Wifdom, 
which  inflicts  Punifhment  upon  a  Part  for 
the  Good  of  the  Whole,  Punimment,  how- 
ever merited,  and  however  necefTary,  by  no 
means  excludes  Pity  :  The  Magiftrate  may, 
without  Reproach,  drop  a  Tear  over  the  Cri- 
minal whom  he  condemns  even  to  die,  and 
feel  the  generous  Struggle  of  Companion  in  his 
Bofom  when  he  denies  Liberty,  even  to  Idle- 
nefs  and  Guilt  >  what  then  muft  be  the  Feel- 
ing of  the  humane  and  generous  Mind,  where 
the  Law,  either  deceived  by  the  Wiles  of  ini- 
quitous Cunning,  or  the  fortuitous  Concur- 
rence of  fpecious  but  deceitful  Appearances, 
is  found  to  have  condemned  blamelefs  Sim- 
plicity, and  laborious  Diligence  to  a  Dungeon, 
in  which,  like  the  Grave,  <c  there  is  neither 
Work  nor  Device  by  which  Man  can  profit," 

and 
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and  which  is  crowded  with  all  the  Horrors 
that  are  the  genuine  Progeny  of  Mifery  and 
Guilt ;  and  yet  if  no  Man  was  to  be  commit- 
ted to  Prifon,  but  upon  full  Examination,  and 
inconteftible  Proof  of  his  Guilt,  what  Offen- 
der could  be  fecured  ?  and  if  the  Profecutor, 
upon  failure,  in  his  Proof,  was  to  become 
'fubject  to  the  fame  Punifhmentj  which  the 
Delinquent  would  have  incurred,  what  Of- 
fender would  be  profecuted  ?  At  the  time 
when  Perfons,  taken  up  upon  Sufpicion,  are 
committed  by  a  Magiftrate,  the  Proof  of  their 
Crime,  fuppoling  them  to  be  really  Guilty, 
is  often  known  to  be  impoffible,  at  leaft,  it  is 
always  impoflible  where  it  is  not  manifeft 
and  felf-evident,  and  where  it  is  fo,  the  Com- 
mitment is  not  an  unmerited  Punimment. 
And,  as  our  Laws  require  nothing  lefs  than 
an  abfolute  Demonftration  of  Guilt,  by  direct 
and  politive  Evidence,  it  would  be  Cruelty 
infcead  of  Mercy  to  fubject  the  Profecutor, 
who  has  been  already  injured  by  the  Crime 
committed,  to  fuffer  inftead  of  the  Offender, 
becaufe  he  has  not  been  able  to  demonftrate 
that  the  Perfon  againft  whom  there  were 
reaibnable  Sufpicions  was  he.  What  then  is 
to  be  done  ?  fhall  we  admit  more  {lender  Evi- 
dence to  convict  the  Accufed,  that  it  may  be 
E  2  equi- 
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equitable  to  punifh  the  Accufer,  if  he  fails  in 
the  Conviction  ?   This,   furely  would  be   no 
Teftimony,  either  of  our  Humanity,  or  our 
Wifdom ;  or  (hall  we,  inftead  of  the  Solem- 
nity of  a  Tryal,  by  twelve  difinterefted  Per- 
fons,  the  Equals,  or  Peers,of  the  fuppofed  Of- 
fender, enable  a  fubordinate  Magiftrate  to  de- 
termine finally  of  Life  and  Death,  by  fuch 
Probabilities  as  can  haftily  be  brought  before 
him,  upon  the  firft  Apprehenfion  of  a  fufpec- 
ted  Perfon  ?     Surely   this  would  be  ftill  lefs 
eligible  than   the  other  Expedient.     If  the 
Evil  then  of  fometimes  committing  an  inno- 
cent Perfon  to  Prifon  cannot  be  obviated  with- 
out bringing  Innocence  into  yet  greater  Dan- 
ger, and  expofing  it  to  yet  worfe  Mifchief,   it 
is  natural  to  enquire, what  Methods  the  Legif- 
lature   has    taken  to    atone  for   the  Wrongs 
which  its  own  Imbecility  makes  unavoidable  -, 
when  a  Man,  whofe  Poverty  expofed  him  to 
the  Imputation  of  Crimes,  which  the  Wealthy 
could  not  be  tempted  to  commit,  has  been 
kept  a   Prifoner  till  the  Time  of  his  Tryai 
arrives,  and,  when  he  is  brought  to  the  Barr, 
it  appears   that  he  is  innocent,  and,  perhaps, 
that  he  has  been  the  Vidim  of  one  of  thofe 
Wretches,  who  make  Perjury  fubordinate  to 
every  other  Crime,    or  of  fome  Villain,  to 

whom 
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whom  his  Virtue  or  his  Induftry  rendered  him 
obnoxious,  and  who,  having  by  this  infernal 
Revenge  filled  up  the  Meafure  of  his  Iniquity, 
is  fled  the  Country  ;  when  it  appears  that  the 
unhappy  Object  of  fuch  diabolical  Wicked- 
nefs  has  been  languishing  in  the  Filth  and  In- 
fection of  a  Prifon,  the  AfTociate  of  Thieves 
and  Murderers,  that  his  Wife,  and  his  Chil- 
dren, who  received  their  daily  Bread  from 
the  Labour  of  his  Hand ,  have  been  expofed 
to  all  the  Miferies  of  Want,  imbittered  by 
Grief,  Anxiety  and  Terror ;  that  his  Reputa- 
tion is  fullied,  his  little  Credit  exhaufted, 
and  Debts  contracted,  which,  however  fmali 
in  the  Eftimation  of  Affluence,  are  yet  greater 
than  he  can  ever  difcharge  ;  when  thefe,  and 
many  other  Instances  of  his  Diftrefs,  and  his 
Wrongs  are  become  too  manifeft  to  admit  a 
Doubt,  what  Provifion  has  his  Country  made 
to  alleviate  them  ?  what  Fund  is  appropriated 
to  prevent  his  being  ftill  the  Slave  of  a  petty 
Creditor,  to  maintain  him  in  the  Sick nefs  and 
Debility,  which  he  may  have  contracted  in  his 
Confinement,  and  to  re-place  him  in  the 
State  from  which  he  had  been  driven,  by  the 
erring  Hand  of  hood- winked  Juflice,  or  the 
combined  Effort  of  Violence  and  Fraud  ? 
Methinks  I  am  anfwered,  by  the  Regret  and 
E  3  Com- 
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Companion,  which  I  read  in  your  Countenan- 
ces, "there  is  none.  "  Alas  !  it  is,  indeed,  too 
true  that  there  is  none  ;    is  the  unhappy  Suf- 
ferer then  to   be  difmiffed  again    into   the 
World  to  furmount  his  Diftrefs,     and  forget 
his  Wrongs  as  he  may  ?    to   this   furely,   no 
Heart  can  afTent,   without  iighing   over    its 
own  Inability  to  award  him  a  better  Lot ;  and 
yet  this  is  infinitely  preferable  to  the  State,  in 
whichi  after  all  the  Proof  of  hisSufrerings5and 
his  Innocence,    he  is  now   abandoned  by  his 
Country.     The  Hufband,    the  Father,    the 
ufeful,  yet  injured  Member  of  Society,  whom 
twelve  Men,  upon  their  Oath  have  declared 
to  have  committed  no  Crime,    or  whom  the 
Villain,  by  whofe  Machinations  he  was  con- 
fined, dare  not  appear  to  profecute,  is  dragged 
back  to  his  Dungeon,  where  he  is  again  con- 
fined, without  Pity,  and  without  Remorfe,  by 
the  Tyrant  of  the  Goal,  till  he  has  paid  what 
is  demanded  of  him,  under  the  execrable,  tho? 
fpecious  Denomination  of  Fees.     Who    can 
fpeak,  or  who  can  hear  it  without  Shame  ancj 
Indignation  !     Is  a  Man  to  be  muldted  by  a 
Goaler,  becaufe,  by    the  Wickednefs  of  an 
Enemy,  or  the  Fallibility  of  a  Magiftrate,  he 
has   already  fuffered,  being  innocent,    a  Pu- 
f-iifhment   due  only    to   the  moft  atrocious 

Guilt ! 
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Guilt !    Is   Innocence   to  be   fliil  .puniflied, 
merely  becaufe  it  has  been  punifhed  already  ? 
and  are  thofe,  whom  the  Law  is  fuppofed  to 
protect,  to  fuffer  more  by  the  Extortion  of  its 
Instruments  than  by  thofe  whom  it  ought  to 
punifh  and  reftrain  ?     That  we  are  at  prefent 
under  the  Reproach  of  a  Conduct  fo  abfurd, 
and  fo  inhuman,    fo  contrary  to  our  Nature 
and  Conftitution,    is  not  lefs  aftoniming  than 
true,   but,  furely  the  Laws  of  God,  and  the- 
Dictates  of  Confcience,  every  Sentiment  of 
Humanity,    and  every  Principle  of  Juftice, 
require  that  it  mould  be  true  no  longer ;  how 
fuch  a  Practice,   whether    founded  upon  any 
Law,    or  whether  merely  countenanced   by 
Prefcription,  was  eflablifhedj  it  is  very  difficult 
to  conceive;  it  is  more  ftrange  it  mould  con- 
tinue, and  it  is  ftranger  ftill,  that  when  a  wor- 
thy Gentleman,  whofe  Example  I  mail  always 
think  it  the  higheft  Honour  to  follow,  brought 
a  Bill  into  this  Houfe  to  fet  it  afide,    the  Bill 
was,  by  fome  unaccountable  Fatality,  thrown 
out  j   happy  is  it  for  us,  Sirs,   that  we  are  in 
a  Situation  fo  remote  from  the  Diftrefs  I  have 
defcribed,   that  we  can  fcarce  believe  it  poffi- 
ble  to  exift :     But   if  any  Gentleman  is   in- 
-clined  to    vilit  thefe  Scenes  of  Wickedneis 
£4  and 
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and  Mifery,  the  public  Prifons  of  this  Coun- 
try, he  will  find  the  Number  of  thofe  who 
are  detained  merely  for  their  Fees,  to  bear  a 
confiderable  Proportion  to  the  whole  ;  the 
Friends  of  fuffering  Poverty  are  foon  exhauft- 
edj  and  he,  whofe  daily  Bread  depended 
wholly  upon  his  daily  Labour,  when  once  he 
is  removed  from  the  World  to '  a  Prifon,  is 
very  foon  forgotten  by  all  but  thofe  who  have 
it  not  in  their  Power  to  afford  him  pecuniary 
Affiftance :  The  Legiflature,  Sir,  mould  cer- 
tainly interpofe  in  this  Cafe  from  mere  Po^ 
licy,  fuppofing  Juftice,  Humanity,  and  every 
more  generous  Motive  to  have  loft  its  Influ- 
ence 5  the  Prifoner  is  necefTarily  idle,  and,  if 
a  Miracle  do  not  interpofe,  he  will,  at  length 
become  corrupt  5  the  Public  will  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  Benefit  of  his  Labour,  while  he  is 
confined,  and  if,  after  long  Confinement,  he 
returns  into  the  World,  he  will  probably  be 
the  Peft  of  that  very  Society  of  which  he 
was  before  the  Support  ;  and,  furely  it  is  the 
Intereft  of  Government,  in  every  view,  to 
prevent  Mankind  from  thus  ftarving  and  de- 
praving one  another  :  I  flatter  myfelf,  how- 
ever, that  we  mall  not  be  prompted  to  ef- 
poufe  the  Caufe  of  fufFering  Innocence,  of  the 

Poor 


t>AY  IV.]  x  Affairs  of  IRELAND.  59 
Poor,  and  c£  him  that  has  none  to  keep  him," 
by  the  mere  frigid  Senfe  of  Duty,  and  a  Re- 
gard to  political  Principles  j  the  very  Indi- 
gence of  the  Sufferer,  and  our  ownExemption 
from  the  fame  Species  of  Diftrefs,  fhould 
quicken  our  Activity,  on  this  Occafion,  and,  I 
dare  fay,  every  Gentleman  prefent  can  lay  his 
Hand  upon  his  Heart,  and  with  that  Benevo- 
lence, which  is  at  once  the  Honour  and  Hap- 
pinefsof  our  Nature,  fay  to  himfelf, 

Homo  fum,  humani  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto  *. 

I  therefore,  humbly  move,  that  Leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  Heads  of  a  Bill  for  difcharg- 
ing,  without  Fees,  Perfons  who  fhall  be  ac- 
quitted of  Offences,  for  which  they  are,  or 
mall  be  indicted,  and  for  making  a  Compen- 
fation  to  Sheriffs,  Coalers,  and  Clerks  of  the 
Crown,  for  fuch  Fees. 

Ordered,  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
Heads  of  fuch  a  Bill. 


*  I  am  a  Man,  and  nothing*  by  which  Man  is  affect- 
ed can  be  indifferent  to  me. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  R F — . 

Mr.S— , 

I  rife  up  in  Behalf  of  a  Petition  of  the  in- 
corporated Society  of  Dublin,  for  promoting 
Englijh  Proteilant  Schools  in  this  Kingdom. 
That  a  Difference  of  religious  and  political 
Principles,  in  any  Country,  is  of  the  greateft 
Prejudice  to  the  State,  ftands  in  need  of  no 
Proof,  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  this  King- 
dom has  long,  and  does  now  fuffer  all  the  E- 
vils  of  fuch  a  Difference  :  I  think,  alfo,  it 
will  be  readily  admitted,  that  the  Support  of 
Schools,  in  which  thofe,  who  would  otherwife 
be  Papifts,  are  educated  in  the  Principles  of 
the  eftablifhed  Religion  of  this  Country,  is 
a  Meafure  well  adopted  to  remove  thefe  E- 
vils,  by  gradually  eradicating  their  Caufe  -,  it 
follows,  therefore,  that,  upon  mere  Principles 
of  Policy  and  Intereft,  this  Inftitution  mould 
be  fupported  ;  I  hope,  however,  that  there 
are  other  Inducements,  of  a  more  elevated, 
and  a  more  amiable  Kind,  of  which  we  all 
feel  the  Force.  Every  Proteftant  muft  ne- 
ceiTarily  fuppofe  that  Popery,  befides  its  Ab- 
furdities,  contains  many  dangerous  Errors. 
To  refcue  the  Children  of  the  Poor,  of  thofe, 

who, 
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who,  "  If  in  this  Life  only  they  have  Hope, 
are  of  all  Men  moft  miferable,"  from  a  State, 
in  which  they  will  implicitly  imbibe  Errors, 
that  will  at  leaft  endanger  their  Happinefs,  in 
a  State  of  final  Retribution  hereafter,  is  a 
Work,  that,  where  there  is  any  Companion 
for  heiplefs  Innocence,  and  for  deluded  Bigo- 
try, any  Regard  for  Virtue,  any  Zeal  for  Re- 
ligion, will  be  undertaken  from  Feelings,  and 
Principles,  very  different  from  civil  Intereft, 
and  State  Policy.  But  Motives  of  Compaffi- 
on  will  not  be  wanting  for  the  Promotion  of 
this  Inftitution,  even  to  thofe  who  are  inclin- 
ed to  fet  the  fpiritual  or  focial  Advantage  of 
Religion  wholly  out  of  the  QuefKon  j  a  Charter 
School  is  an  Afylum,  not  only  from  Error  and  • 
Superftition,  but  from  Mifery  ;  from  Idlenefs, 
which  enervates  the  Body,  and  depraves  the 
Mind ;  and  from  Indigence,  under  which 
heiplefs  Infancy  frequently  finks  into  the 
Grave  ;  in  a  Charter  School,  the  Principles  of 
genuine  Chjiftianity  are  taught,  early  Habits 
of  Induftry  are  formed,  loyal  Subjects  are  pro- 
duced for  the  State,  ufeful  Members  for  the 
Community,  and  rational  Chriftians  for  the 
Church.  It  would  be  eafy  for  me  to  enlarge 
upon  this  Subject,  but  as  the  good  Effects  of 
the  Charter  Schools  have  been  fo  numerous, 

and 
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and  fo  manifest  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  e- 
very  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  and  are,  in- 
deed, fo  generally  acknowledged,  it  would  be 
taking  up  Time  unneceffarily,  which  may  be 
employed  to  better  Purpofe.  I  would  now 
proceed  to  give  fome  Account  of  their  prefent 
State,  but  in  this  I  am  prevented  by  the  Pe- 
tition ;  I  mall  therefore  only  obferve,  that 
the  Nurferies,  for  the  Eftablimment  of  which 
Affiftance  is  now  fought  from  Parliament,  are 
attended  with  Advantages  yet  greater  than  the 
fuperior  Schools  would  produce  alone  j  be- 
fore Children  could-  be  received  into  thofe. 
Schools,  they  would  have  arrived  at  an  Age, 
when  the  ftrongeft  Connection  is  formed  be- 
tween Children  and  their  Parents  j  by  the 
Complacency  of  the  Parent  to  the  Child  on 
one  Hand,  and,  on  the  other,  by  the  Affec- 
tion returned  by  the  Child  to  the  Parent,  in 
confequence  of  the  Indearments  which  that 
Complacency  produces  j  in  confequence  of 
this  mutual  Attachment,  the  Child,  who,  all 
the  Time  it  is  at  School,  remembers  the  In- 
dulgence of  parental  Tendernefs  with  regret, 
and  pines  with  Defire  to  return  Home,  too  of- 
ten gratifies  this  Defire,  as  foonaseverit  is  dif- 
miffed,  with  an  Impatience,  and  Ardour,  pro- 
portioned to  its  Delay  j  the  Intention  of  the 

School 
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School  is  thus  defeated  ;  the  Influence  of  the 
Parent,  and   Relations,    in  conjunction  with 
that  of  the  Prieft,  enforcing  the  joint  Precept 
and  Example  of  both,  precipitate  him  again 
into  thofe  Errors,  which  he  had  been  taught 
to  efchew,  and  the  bad  Habits  effential  to  his 
chofen  Situation    inevitably  recur ;   he  is  at 
length  married  among  his  Relations,  and  his 
return  to  Truth  and  Induftry  precluded   for 
ever.     But,  on  the  contrary,  Children  are  re- 
ceived into  the  Nurfery  at  a  Time,  when  they 
are  rather  an  Incumbrance  than  a  Gratificati- 
on to  their  Parents,  and,  before  they  can  be 
fenfible  of  their   CarefTes ;   no  tie,  therefore, 
is  formed,  which  can  draw  them   back  into 
the  Delufion  and  Irregularities,  from  which 
they  have  been  once  delivered  by  the  chari- 
table Liberality  of  their  Country  j   befides, 
the  more  early  Habits  of  Induftry  are  form- 
ed, and  Precepts  of  rational  Religion  inculca- 
ted,   the  more  ftrong  and  the   more  lafting 
both  will  probably  be,  and  the  more  likely  to 
produce  their  genuine  Effects.     That  this  In- 
fKtution  ftands  in  need  of  Support,   will   ap- 
pear  from  the    Petition,   the  Allegations  of 
which,  if  doubted,  may  be  fupported  by  in- 
conteftible  Evidence  -,  as  the  Support  of  it  is, 
in  every  View,  of  the  higheft  Importance,  and 

as 
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as  it  has  been,  in  a  particular  Manner,  'recom- 
mended from  the  Throne,  I  move  that  the 
Petition  be  referred  to  the  Conlideration  of  a 
Committee,  that  they  do  examine  the  Matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

The  faid  Petition  having  been  prefented, 
and  received,  was  read,  fetting  forth  that  the 
Society  was  incorporated  by  his  late  Majefty,, 
in  the  Year  1733,  and  by  the  great  Bounty  of 
the  Crow;V,  repeated  Aids  of  Parliament,  the 
Subfcriptions  and  Benefactions  of  feveral  Pe/- 
fons  in  Great  Britain^  Ireland^  and  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Plantations  in  America,  has  been  ena- 
bled to  ered;,  in  feveral  Parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
forty-nine  Schools,  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Education  of  about  two  Thoufand  Children, 
as  alfo  a  Nurfery,  in  Dublin^  for  the  immedi- 
ate Reception  of  fuch  of  the  Children  as  are 
admitted  here.  That  the  Children  in  faid 
Schools  are  inftructcd  in  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion, and  trained  up  to  Induftry  and  Labour, 
in  order  to  be  apprenticed  to  Proteftant  Li- 
nen Weavers,  Flax  DrefTers,  Gardiners,  Far- 
mers, Tradefmen,  and  to  Gentlemen  for  Ser- 
vants. That  the  Society  has  been  at  a  very 
conftderable  Expence,  in  building  feveral  new 

Schools, 
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Schools,  and  has  alfo  accepted  feveral  other 
advantageous    Propofals,    which     it    cannot 
proceed  to  carry  into  Execution.     That  the 
Society,  encouraged  by  this  Houfe  to  build 
four  Nurferies,  one  in  each  Province,  for  the 
Reception  of  one  hundred  Children  under 
fix  Years   of  Age,    has    fo   far  carried  "that 
great  Plan  into  Execution,  that  Children  have 
been  fome  Time  fince  received  in  three  of  the 
faid    Nurferies,    and   that  it    has   alfo    pur- 
chafed  Ground   for  the  fourth  Nurfery,  but 
is  at  prefent  unable  to  proceed  further  there- 
in.    That,  by  the  great  Number  of  charitable 
Inftitutions   of  various   Kinds,  both  in    this 
Kingdom  and  Great  Britain,  the  annual  Sub- 
fcriptions,  and  other  Benefactions,  to  this  So- 
ciety   have    been    greatly    leffened  ;    it    is 
therefore  under  the  moft  urgent  Neceffity,  to 
make  its  Application    to   this  Houfe,  as  the 
only    effectual    Refource,    whereby   it  may 
be  enabled  to  carry  on  a  Defign,  fo  well  cal- 
culated for  promoting  Induftry,  and  fo  highly 
ufefui  to  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  this  King- 
dom.     And  praying  Relief. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  refer- 
red, as  by  Mr.  F—  's  Motion." 

.    The 
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The  R — t  H — ble  Mr  A —  A/—  then  mo- 
ved that  a  Supply  might  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  that,  for  the  greater  Freedom  of 
Debate,  the  Houfe  might  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

Mr  J—  E—  then  faid,  that  as  the  Penfi- 
ons  granted  on  the  Eablimment  of  Ireland, 
were  Objects  moil  interefting  to  the  Nation, 
and  moft  worthy  the  ftridteft  parliamentary 
Enquiry,  he  was  of  Opinion  they  mould  be 
made  as  public  as  poffible,  by  being  printed, 
that  every  Body  might  know  by  whom  thofe 
enormous  annual  Sums  were  received,  in 
what  Proportions,  and  for  what  Time,  alfo  in 
what  Country  the  Penfioners  refided,  that 
People  might  the  better  judge  how  far  they 
were  a  national  Advantage,  or  otherwife  ;  he 
therefore  moved  for  the  printing  the  fame, 

<£  Ordered,  that  the  Lift  of  Penfions  on  the 
civil  and  military  Eftablilbment  be  printed," 


FRI- 
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FRIDAY,    0tf.  28,  1763. 


FIFTH    DAY. 

The  R—  t  H—  ble  Mr  F—  A—  : 

MrS—  -, 

I  Take  this  early  Opportunity  to  acquaint 
the  Houfe  with  my  Intention  to  bring  in 
two  Bills  this  Seffions,  which,  in  fome  de- 
gree relate  to  each  other,  and  both  which  I 
think  of  the  higheft  Importance  to  the  Re- 
ligion, Morality,  and  civil  Government  of 
this  Nation  :  The  firft  is  a  Bill  for  encreaf- 
ing  the  Salaries  of  Curates  ;  by  the  Statute 
of  the  6th  of  George  the  Ift,  it  is  enacted,  that 
if  any  Rector,  or  Vicar,  mall  nominate  any 
Curate  to  the  Ordinary,  to  ferve  the  Cure  of 
fuch  Rector;  or  Vicar,  in  his  abfcene,  the  Or- 
dinary fhall  be  impowered  to  fix,  for  fuch 
Curate,  a  certain  Stipend  not  more  than  fifty, 
nor  lefs  than  twenty  Pounds  a  Year.  And, 
by  the  firft  of  George  the  lid,  it  isalfo  enact- 
ed, that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  every  Bifhop, 
at  the  Time  of  his  licencing  any  Curate,  or 
other  Perfon,  in  holy  Orders,  to  affift  the  In- 
F  cumbent 
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cumbent  of  any  Parifh,  by  whom  he  (hall  be 
nominated,  to  appoint  a  fufficient  Stipend,  to 
be  paid  at  fuch  Time  as  he  mall  think  fit,  by 
fuch  Incumbent,  to  fuch  Curate ;  fuch  Stipend 
not  to  exceed  fifty  Pounds  a  Year,  nor  fall 
fhort  of  ten  ;  and,  as  both  thefe  Acts  are  ta- 
ken from  the  Britijh  Act  of  the  twelfth  of 
Queen  Anney  the  Ordinary  is  allowed  to 
judge  and  determine  all  Cafes  relative  thereto, 
and  the  Curate's  Salary  is  generally  fixed  at 
forty  Pounds  a  Year. 

Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  muft  be  univerfally 
allowed,  that  the  Salary  of  forty  Pounds  a 
Year  was  much  too  fmall  for  a  Curate,  even 
when  the  Act  of  the  firft  of  George  the  lid 
was  made,  which  is  now  fix  and  thirty  Years 
ago ;  how  greatly  then  muft  it  fall  fhort,  at 
this  Time,  when  the  Value  of  Money  is  fo 
much  lefTened,  that  Sums,  which  were  then 
lent  at  Seven  per  Cent,  are  now  lent  at  Four ; 
at  the  fame  Time  that  more  Things  are  be- 
come neceflary,  and  every  NecefTary  is  be- 
come dearer.  I  call  thofe  things  neceflary, 
Sir,  that  Habit  and  Cuftom  have  affixed  to 
the  feveral  Situations  and  Conditions  of  Men  ; 
the  Refinements  of  this  Age,  and  the  Impor- 
tation of  foreign  Articles,  have  greatly  en- 

creafed 
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creafed  the  Number   of  Particulars  that  are 
thus  neceffary  ;  and,  I  believe,  all  things  con- 
iidered,   it  will  be  found  that  forty  Pounds  a 
Year,  fix  and  thirty  Years  ago,  was,  at  leaft, 
equal  to  eighty   Pounds  a  Year  now ;   every 
Gentleman  prefent,  will,  therefore,  furely  con- 
cur with  me,  in  Opinion,  that  forty  Pounds  a 
Year  is  much  too  fmall  a  Pittance  for  one, 
who  always  by  his  Education,  and  frequently 
by  his  Birth,    is  a  Gentleman ;  who  receives 
new  Dignity,  from    the   facred  Function  to 
which  he  is  called  ;   who  would  be  degraded 
by  aflbciating  with  thofe  whofe   Income  in 
civil  Life  produces  only  a  Pittance   equal  to 
his  own  j  and  who  can  prefer ve  the  Propriety 
of  his  Character,  and  the  Refpedland  Weight, 
which  alone  can  give  Efficacy  to  his  Miniftryj 
only  by  moving  in  the  Rank  of  thofe  whofe  Re- 
venue enables  them  to  fpend  in  a  Month,  more 
than  he  receives  in  a  Year,  which  unavoidably 
brings  many  other  Expences,  under  the  Deno- 
mination ofNeceffariesofLifejWith  refpeft  to 
the  Curate,  which,  in  another  Situation,  would 
not  occur.    I  fay,  Sir,  thefe  things  confidered, 
1  cannot  fuppofe  that  any  Gentleman  prefent 
will  think  forty  Pounds  a  Year   a  fufficient 
Stipend      for  thofe    who    perform    all    the 
Duties,    for    which,   no  lefs  than  pne  tenth 
F  2  Fart 
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Part  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Country  is  allotted 
by  our  Ecclefiaflical  Constitution.  If  forty 
Pounds  a  Year  is  enough  for  thofe  who  per- 
form thefe  Duties,  why  is  the  Public  taxed 
at  more  ?  Is  it  the  Intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  tax  Induftry  for  the  Support  of  Idle- 
nefs  ?  Is  a  tenth  Part  of  all  that  the  Earth 
yields  to  the  Hufbandman,  in  return  for  the 
Sweat  of  his  Brow,  to  be  paid  into  the  Purfes 
of  thofe  who  do  nothing  but  pay  back  a 
fmall  Pittance  of  it  to  a  Subftitute,  who 
performs  thofe  Duties  and  Functions,  which, 
in  the  Opinions  of  our  Anceftors,  make  it  re- 
quifite  to  poflefs  the  whole  ?  Sure  I  am,  Sir, 
that  the  Reafonablenefs  of  the  Church  Reve- 
nue can  be  fupported  by  no  Arguments, 
which  will  not  prove  that  officiating  Cu- 
rates mould  have  a  much  more  ample 
Allowance  than  forty  Pounds  a  Year.  The 
very  Appointment  ofTythes  is  a  Demonftra- 
tion  that  the  Founders  of  the  Inftitution 
thought  thofe  who  preached  the  Gofpel,  and 
adminiftered  the  Sacrament,  who  were  to 
admonifh  the  Wicked;  and  encourage  the 
Good,  and  to  fet  an  Example  of  Hofpitality 
and  Chriflian  Benevolence,  mould  have 
much  more  than  the  mere  NecefTaries  of 
Life  :  And,  as  I  am  moil  fmcerely  of  their 

Opinion, 
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Opinion,  I  would  not  have  the   Revenues  of 
the  Church  lefs,  but  I  would  have  them  more 
equally  diftributed  j   I  would  have  thofe  fup- 
ported  in  the  Character,  who  render  the  Cha- 
racter fubfervient  to  the  Duty,  and  not  thofe, 
who  with  a  Rank  and  Affluence,  that  would 
add  Weight  and  Efficacy,  both  to  their  Pre- 
cept and  Example,  leave  the  Labour  of  Jn- 
ftruftion,  and   Admonition,   to  thofe   whofe 
Poverty  and  Dependance   mutt  render  both 
not  only   ufelefs,   but   contemptible.     I  will 
readily  admit  that  a  Gentleman,  whofe  Edu- 
cation has  coft  annually  more  than  the  whole 
Income  allotted  to  the  Function,    for  which 
he  could  no  otherwife  be  qualified,  who,  with 
every  private  Shift,    to  maintain   an  outward 
Appearance  fuitable  to  his  Charader,   cannot 
hide  his  Diftrefs,  whofe  Body  is  harratfed  by 
fatiguing  Duty,  and  whofe  Mind  is  deprefled 
by  a  Senfe  of  his  Condition,   ought  to  be  re- 
garded at  once  with  Reverence  and  Compaf- 
fion  ;  but  the  Queftion  is  not  how  he  ought 
to  be    regarded,   but  how  he  is    regarded ; 
and,  it  is  but  too  well  known,  that,  againft  the 
Contempt  of  Poverty,  no  Age  has  ever  found 
a  Remedy,    no  Ability  a  Defence,  nor  any 
Virtue  a  Cure  ;   Poverty  is  not  only  an  Evil 
jn  itfelf,  but  it  is  contagious  too  3    it  brines 
F3  all 
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things  into  contempt,  with  which  it  appears 
to  be  connected,  When  it  has  rendered  the 
Curate  contemptible,  it  foon  renders  his 
Function  fo  too,  and  when  his  Fun&ion  is 
involved  in  his  perfonal  Difgrace,  the  Reli- 
gion, of  which  he  is  the  Minifter,  cannot 
long  efcape  free.  If  Religion  then  is  of  any 
Importance  to  Mankind,  it  is  of  Importance 
to  fupport  its  Minifters,  in  a  State,  in  which 
Frugality,  at  leaft,  may  obtain  Independance, 
and  Virtue  procure  Efteem.  But  I  have 
hitherto,  Sir,  confidered  the  Curate  of  forty 
Pounds  a  Year  as  a  fingle  Man  ;  if  I  was 
difpofed  to  intereft  your  Paffipns,  as  well  as 
your  Underftanding,  in  his  behalf,  I  would 
confider  him  as  a  Hufband  and  a  Father  j  I 
would  defcribe  the  Diflrefs  of  his  Family  du- 
ring the  Helpleflhefs  of  Infancy,  and  the  Lan- 
gour  of  Sicknefs  j  the  Diftradion  and  Anguifh 
of  Mind  which  he  muft  fuffer,  under  a  total 
and  hopelefs  Inability,  to  fupply  what  is  re- 
quifite  for  the  proper  Nurture,  and  Main- 
tenance of  the  one,  and  the  Solace  and  Reco- 
very of  the  other.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  fome 
may  poffibly  be  fo  illiberal  and  void  of 
feeling,  as  to  reply,  with  a  Sneer,  what  Bu- 
ijnefs  have  thofe  Wretches  to  marry,  who 
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can  only  pefter  their  Country  with  a  Progeny 
of  Beggars  ?  and  who  would  confider  a  Cu- 
rate, that  (hould  happen  to  have  twelve  Chil- 
dren, rather  as  an  Object  of  Ridicule  than  Pity: 
It  almoft  goes  againft  me  to  offer  a  ferious 
Anfwer  to  what  deferves  to  be  treated  only 
with  Indignation  and  Contempt ;  "  increafe 
and  multiply,"  is  the  great,  the  general  Law 
of  our  Omnipotent,  all  wife,  and  all  gracious 
Creator,  who  has,  in  every  Inftance,  made 
the  public  Good  depend  upon  the  lawful  In- 
dulgence of  private  Inftinct  ;  to  encreafe  and 
multiply,  is  at  once  to  enrich  and  to  defend 
the  State,  it  is  to  replenish  the  Earth,  and  to 
produce  Candidates  for  Heaven  ;  one  of  the 
moft  extravagant  and  pernicious  Abfurdities  of 
Popery  is  the  imaginary  Merit  of  Celibacy  j 
for,  fetting  all  political  Advantages  afide,  that, 
which  is  Merit  in  one,  would  be  Merit  in  all; 
the  World  then  muft  fubfift  only  by  a  Devia- 
tion from  the  narrow  Path  of  Religious  Per- 
fection, the  Saviour  muft,  comparitively, 
have  fuffered  in  vain,  and  millions,  upon 
whom  everlafting  Felicity  would  have  been 
beftowed,  as  the  Purchaie  of  his  ineftimable 
Death,  would  never  be  produced  •  to  claim 
what  he  has  purchafed  for  them.  Is  Poverty 
then,  among  its  other  unmerited  Curfes,  to 
F  4  pre- 
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preclude  a  Man  from  fulfilling  the  firft  and 
great  Command  ;  from  continuing  his  Species, 
and  anfwering  the  principal  End  of  his  Crea- 
tion ?     If  fo,  we  are  flill  lefs  excufable,  for 
fuffering  the   Labourers  of  the  facred  Viner 
yard  to  want,  merely,  that  others,  who  nei- 
ther plant,  nor  prune,  may  abound  ;  the  Ef- 
fects of  Celibacy  are  an  unfocial  Mind,    and 
diftempered  Body  j  an  impoverimed  Country 
and  an  enfeebled  State  j  every  Temptation  to 
Celibacy  fhould  therefore  be  removed,  at  once 
to  avert  both   a  private  and  a  public  Curfe  5 
fo  that,  in  this  View,  the  Argument  for  aug- 
menting  the  Stipend    of    Curates   will    be 
ftrengthened,and  the  Reproach,  which  is  caft 
upon  thofe,   who  marry,  thrown  back  upon 
thofe  who  lay  them  under  Temptations   to 
live  tingle  j    it  muft  alfo,  upon  this  Occaiion, 
be  remembered  that  an  Income,  which  leaves 
a  Curate  poor,  will  neverthelefs  make  a  La- 
bourer  rich.    Wealth  and  Poverty  depend 
lefs  upon  the  abfolute  Pofleflions  of  the  Indi- 
vidual, than  upon  their  Habits  and  Station  in 
Life ;  a  Man,  who  is  placed  in  the  Rank  of 
thofe  who  fpend  four  hundred  a  Year,  will 
be  expofed  to  all  the  DiftrefTes  of  Poverty 
with  Fifty :     He,  who  aflbciates  only  with 
thofe,  who  get  twelve  Pence  a  Day,  by  ma- 
nual 
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nual  Labour,  will  procure  the  Conveniencies 
of  Affluence    with  eighteen    Pence  a  Day, 
which  is  not  quite  thirty  Pounds  a  Year.     If 
I  am  now  afked,  how  I  propofe  to  remedy  the 
Evil  of  which  I  complain,    I  anfwer,    that 
the  Remedy    lies  farther  than    my   utmoft 
Hopes   will   prompt  me  to  afpire  ;    I  mean 
no  more  than  to  paliate,  I  know  too  well  the 
nature  of  the  Difeafe,  to  attempt  a  Cure  -,   I 
do  not  propofe  the  compelling  all  who  re- 
ceive the  Nation's  Money,   to  perform  the 
Duties  for  which  it  is  paid  ;     I  propofe  only 
that  thofe,  to  whom  the  Duty  is  left,  may  be 
enabled  effectually  to  fulfill  it :     But   as,  in 
order  to  this,  it  is  not  neceffary  that  the  offi- 
ciating Clergy  fhould  have  all   the  Wealth 
that  flows  in   upon  the  idle  and  voluptuous 
Non-relident,    I  only  wifh  that  a  fufficient 
Part  mould  be  paid  them  to  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofes  of  their  Calling,    and  afford   them  the 
Comforts  of  Life  :     I  am  content  that  thofe, 
whom  Merit  or  good  Fortune,  have  put  into 
Poffeffion   of  the  original    Revenue,  mould 
retain  the  Reft.     A  Contribution  from  thefe, 
comparitively  fmall,   would  produce  an  ade- 
quate Revenue  for  the  Curate,    and,  confe- 
quently,  more  good,  both  to   Individuals  and 
to  the  State,    and  would  more  promote  both 

the 
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the  temporal  and  eternal  Intereft  of  Mankind 
than  an  hundred  Times  the  Sum  applied  in 
any  other  manner  ;  I  do  not,  however,  make 
any  fpecific  demand,  and  I  mean  no  more 
by  what  I  have  faid>  than  that  Gentlemen  of 
Ability  may  affift  in  forming  Heads  of  a 
Bill  for  the  End  propofed. 

The  fecond  Bill,  Sir,  that  I  have  to  pro- 
pofe  will  mew  the  Sincerity  of  my  Decla- 
ration, when  I  faid,  that  I  did  not  wim 
the  Revenues  of  the  Church  to  be  lefs ; 
for  it  is  calculated  for  the  more  eafy  and 
expeditious  Recovery  of  Tythes  j  part  of  the 
good  which  I  propofe  by  this  Bill,  is,  in- 
deed, merely  the  removal  of  pofitive  Evil.  It 
is  always  of  the  moft  pernicious  Confequence 
to  fuffer  the  Laws  in  being  to  be  either  quef- 
tioned  or  eluded  $  great  Care  ftiould,  there- 
fore, be  taken,  to  have  them  clear  and  expli- 
cit, and  that  they  mould  be  neither  oppreffive 
in  reality,  nor  appearance ;  if  they  are,  in 
themfelves,  imperfect  and  ambiguous)  they 
may  be  oppofed  without  the  Difgrace  of  fac- 
tious Difcontent,  or  a  refractory  Spirit :  If 
they  are  oppreffive,  even  in  appearance,  they 
will  be  oppofed  both  from  Motives  of  Intereft 
and  Honour,  and,  he  that  fufters,  or  appears 

to 
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to  fuffer,  by  their  Execution,  will  be  encou- 
raged, and  fupported,  by  thofe  who  have  no 
immediate  Intereft  in  the  Queftion  ;  Govern- 
ment will  become  odious,  and,  in  Ibme  Cir- 
cumftances,  its  Adminiftration  impracti- 
cable. 

The  Laws  now  in  being,  with  Refpect  to 
Tythes,  are  fo  formed,  as  to  enable  the  Parifh- 
oners  to  litigate  the  Payment  of  them  with 
the  Incumbent,  to  which  they  have  frequent 
and  ftrong  Temptations  j  there  is  a  univerfal, 
and  very  natural  difinclination  to  pay  that,  for 
which,  it  is  thought  an  equivalent  Service  is 
not  done,  the  Redtor  being  too  often  non-re- 
fident,  and  the  Curate  unable  to  difcharge  his 
Duty,  by  the  Neceffity  he  is  under,  of  holding 
a  Farm,  or  bufying  himfelf  in  fome  other 
Employment,  to  maintain  himfelf  and  his 
Family  :  The  Parifhoners  are  often  very 
jtiftly  provoked  by  the  improper  Behaviour 
of  the  Tythe  Farmers,  or  Prodtors,  a  fet  of 
People  who  are  univerfally  detefted,  and  ab- 
horred, by  the  very  Nature  of  their  Duty,  and 
fometimes  there  are  Difcontents  between  Pa- 
rimoners,  and  a  refident  Minifter,  ariiing, 
merely  from  the  Difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
Good- will  of  a  great  Number  of  People,  of 

various 


7  8          Debates  relative  to  the       [D-AY  V. 

various  Humours  and  Difpofitions,  in  Tran- 
fadtions,  where  Property  is  immediately  con- 
cerned, and  the  pecuniary  Intereft  of  the 
Parties  is  oppofite.  When  the  Caufes  of  Ani- 
mofity  are  fo  numerous,  it  can  feldom  hap- 
pen, but  that  any  one,  who  is  fo  far  piqued, 
or  offended,  as  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  dif- 
trefs  the  Minifter,  may  get  many  to  concur 
in  his  Defign,  who  wanted  only  the  auxiliary 
Motives  of  private  Friendfhip,and  Solicitation, 
to  take  the  fame  Meafures  before  ;  this  natu- 
rally brings  on  a  Combination  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Parifh,  if  not  of  the  whole,  to  de- 
feat the  Law  for  paying  the  Minifter  his 
Dues.  Among  other  Expedients,  which  have 
been  found  but  too  effectual  for  this  Purpofe, 
they  all  agree,  to  paper  the  Church,  as  they 
call  it,  the  fame  Day ;  that  is,  they  give  the 
Notice,  which  the  Law  requires,  that  they 
will  all  draw  their  Corn  on  the  fame  Day  -,  for 
though  they  cut  at  different  Times,  yet  they 
contrive  not  to  have  different  Days  of  draw- 
ing :  By  this  Means  the  Law  is  eluded,  and 
the  Minifter  diftrefled  in  the  higheft  Degree  ; 
for,  in  a  Parifh  of  many  Miles  extent,  and, 
but  thinly  inhabited,  it  is  impoffible  for  the 
Minifter,  to  procure  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Horfes  and  Carriages,  to  draw,  even  a  tenth 

Part 
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Part  of  his  Tythes,  on  the  Day  appointed  ; 
for  thofe,  who  combine  to  fummons  him  to 
draw  them,  combine  alfo  to  deprive  him  of 
the  Power  of  fo  doing,  by  refufing  to  let  to 
hire  any  Horfes  for  that  Purpofe  :  It  alfo, 
fometimes  happens,  that  they  refufe  him  a 
convenient  Place  to  draw  them  to,  the  Confe- 
quence  in  both  Cafes  is,  that  the  Tythes  are 
left  in  the  Field,  and  then,  we  all  know  what 
becomes  of  them.  The  Minifter,  having  no 
Remedy  at  Law,  is  therefore  compelled  to 
compound  for  his  Tythes  at,  perhaps,  one 
fourth  of  their  Value,  if  his  Parimoner  hap- 
pens to  prefer  Intereft  to  Revenge  ;  if  not, 
which  is  no  rare  cafe,  he  will  not  compound 
upon  any  Terms,  and  fo  the  Tythe  is  entirely 
wafted  and  loft  to  both  Parties  alike.  Thus, 
Sir,  the  Laws  for  the  Maintenance  of  Minif- 
ters,  with  a  View  to  eftablifh  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Charity, .  do,  at  prefent,  dia- 
metrically counteract  their  Intention ;  they 
are  the  Fountain  of  "  Hatred,  Malice,  and 
all  Uncharitablenefs,"  between  thofe  who 
ought  to  be  connected  by  more  than  common 
Philanthropy,  by  filial  and  parental  Affec- 
tion, not  "  according  to  the  frlem  but  the 
Spirit,"  not  founded  upon  temporal  but  e- 
ternal  Things.  I  know  it  may  be  faid,  and 

with 
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with  great  Reafon,  and  Truth,  that  Tythes 
will  never  be  chearfully  paid,  till  the  Duty 
for  which  they  are  paid  is  performed  ;  till 
the  Minifter  maintains  the  Character  of  the 
good  Shepherd  among  his  Flock  -,  and  no 
longer  leaves  them  a  Prey  to  the  Wolf,  or  to 
the  Fox  :  But,  it  is  alfo  trite,  that  no  Vir- 
tue, no  Piety,  no  Benevolence,  however  ar- 
dent, uniform  and  exemplary,  would,  as  the 
Law  now  ftands,  always  preferve  that  Union 
and  Harmony,  between  a  Minifter  and  his 
Parishioners,  which  is  effentially  neceffary  to 
anfwering,  in  any  Degree,  the  important  Pur- 
pofes  of  his  Function  :  The  Uncertainty  and 
Defectivenefs  of  the  Law  leaves  room  for 
Litigation,  and  every  Litigation  is  founded, 
upon  a  Suppofition,  that  the  Minifter  exacts 
more  than  his  due  ;  if  the  Suit  is  determin- 
ed in  favour  of  the  Minifter,  the  Evil  does 
not  ftop ;  the  Minds  of  both  Parties  have 
been  too  much  enflamed,  during  the  Conten- 
tion, to  become  cool  when  it  is  over  -3  the 
Parimoner,  though  compelled  to  pay,  will 
ftill  want  an  inward  Conviction,  that  the  Law 
originally  intended  what  it  is  now  tortured 
to  enforce;  he  will  impute  his  ill  Succefs 
to  the  Chicanery  of  the  Courts,  to  the  fupe- 
rior  Influence  of  his  Opponent,  or  to  the  Ig* 

noiance, 
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norance,  or  perhaps  Perfidy,  of  ,the  People, 
with  whom  he  intruded  the  Management  of 
his  Caufe  j  the  Minifter,  having  endured  every 
outrage  that  the  fuppofed  Sufferer  by  extor- 
tion could  offer,  will  confider  him  as  a  ma- 
lignant and  inveterate  Enemy,  whom  nothing 
can  reconcile,  and  upon  whom,  therefore,  all 
kindnefs  and  forbearance  will  be  loft :  At 
the  fame  Time,  he,  who  by  his  Poverty  is  ob- 
liged to  pay,  without  Litigation,  what  ano- 
ther Litigates,  will  imagine  that  Advantage 
is  taken  off  his  Inability  to  defend  his  Right, 
to  infringe  it  j  that  he  is  oppreffed  by  an  un- 
relenting Tyrant,  who,  under  pretence  of 
taking  care  of  his  Soul,  is  picking  his  Pocket, 
and  making  the  Law  itfelf  an  Inftrument  of 
Cruelty  and  Injuftice  :  When  once  the  Mi- 
nifter, and  his  Parifhoners,  come  to  be  diftin- 
guimed  by  the  unfriendly  Appellations  of 
Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  or  what  is  more 
hateful  and  bitter  of  Premovenf  and  Repug- 
nant *,  there  is  an  end  of  Paftoral  Affection, 
of  Efteem  and  Friendmip,  of  Reverence  and 
Duty  •  to  addrefs  them  as  "  dearly  beloved 


*  The  Terms  ufed  for  Plaintiff  and  Defendant  in 
the  Bifhop's  Court. 
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in  the  Lord,"  becomes  a  Mockery  and  a 
Prophanatian,  and,  I  think,  we  may  fairly 
conclude,  that  where  Charity  is  wanting, 
there  can  be  no  Religion  that  is  profitable  to 
Man,  or  pleafing  to  God.  It  is  to  Animofities 
thus  railed  and  fomented,  that  the  late  violent 
and  unnatural  Commotions  are  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  to  be  imputed  ;  the  mere  Payment,  of 
what  the  Law  clearly  and  indubitably  appoint- 
ed, would  never  have  raifed  fuch  a  Ferment  j 
it  was  produced  folely  by  a  Malignity  that  w'as 
gradually  encreafed  by  Difputation  and  Con- 
teft  j  the  principle  Object  of  the  ArTociation, 
and  of  the  Oath  by  which  it  was  bound,  was, 
Grievancies  fuppofed  to  be  fuffered  by  the 
Act  of  the  Clergy  j  and,  having  mentioned 
this  popular  Refentment  againft  the  Clergy, 
I  muft  add,  from  my  own  Knowledge,  that 
the  Diftrefs  of  the  Clergy  in  the  Diocefs  of 
Derry,  the  Infults,  the  Perfecution,  the  Cruel* 
ties  that  they  fuffered,  would  have  been  car- 
ried to  an  Excefs  fcarce  to  be  parallelled  in 
Hiftory,  had  they  not  taken  Refuge  in  that 
true  Atylum  of  Diftrefs,  the  glorious  and  ever 
memorable  City  of  Zkrry,  within  whole  Walls 
no  Treafon  was  ever  fuffered  to  enter,  and 
within  the  Breafts  of  whofe  Inhabitants  no 
Principle  of  Injuftice,  or  Oppreffion,  was  ever 

known" 


.]       Affairs  of  IRELAND.  83 

known  to  lodge.  At  this  critical  Time* 
therefore,  it  feems  to  be  the  indifpenfable 
Duty  of  the  Houfe,  to  think  of  fome  Expe- 
dient, to  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Clergy,  to 
fulfil  the  important  Purpofes  of  their  Calling, 
by  removing  all  Temptations  to  Strife,  and 
Debate,  "and  to  ftrike  with  theFift  of  Wick- 
ednefs  j"  and  this,  I  think,  would  effectual- 
ly be  done,  by  enacting  fome  plain,  and  ex- 
plicit Law,  by  which,  the  Requifition  of 
Tythes  mould  be  made  wholly  the  Act  of 
the  Legiflature,  and  not  of  the  Minuter  ;  by 
which  his  Allowance,  from  the  Parifh,  {hould 
be  afcertained,  beyond  poffibility  of  doubt, 
and  the  Manner  of  paying  it,  fo  determined, 
as  to  fecure  the  whole  to  him  at  all  Events, 
and  leave  no  Power,  either  to  Cunning,  or 
Malignity,  to  defeat  him  of  his  Right.  I 
fhould  think  myfelf  happy,  if  Gentlemen 
would  give  their  Opinion  upon  a  Matter  of 
fo  great  Importance,  and,  if  any  Perfoh  pre- 
fent  has  Objections,  I  fhall  think  myfelf 
greatly  obliged  to  them,  if  they  will  afford 
me  an  Opportunity  of  attempting,  at  leaft,  to 
remove  them. 

G  Mr     — « 


84  Debates  relative  to  the       [DAY  V. 


MrJ—  #—  #—  ,  P.  S. 

Mr  S  -  , 

It  gives  me  the  greateft  Pleafure  to  find 
that  the  Sentiments,  and  Opinions,  exprefled 
by  the  R  —  t  H  —  ble  Member  who  fpoke 
laft,  are  exactly  the  fame  with  my  own  ; 
I  am  alfo  happy  that  he  has,  in  fo  mafterly 
a  Manner,  anticipated  all  that  I  could  have 
wifhed  to  fay  upon  the  Subject  ;  he  has  left 
me  nothing  to  do,  but  to  bear  my  Teftimo- 
ny,  that  it  is  a  Subject  of  the  highefb  na- 
tional Importance,  and  to  rejoice,  with  every 
Friend  to  this  Country,  that  it  has  fallen  un- 
der the  Confideration  of  a  Gentleman,  whofe 
Influence  and  Abilities  are  fo  extenfive,  and 
diflinguimed.  If  I  can  give  him  any  Affif- 
tance,  in  fo  laudable  an  Undertaking,  I  £hall 
efteem  it  equally  a  Happinefs,  and  an  Ho- 
nour j  and,  as  it  has  been  fome  time  the  Ob- 
ject of  my  Contemplation,  I  mall  watch  for 
every  Opportunity  of  fo  doing,  and  improve 
fuch  as  offer,  with  the  utmoft  Diligence,  and 
Alacrity.  If  I  can  add  any  thing  to  what  the 
honourable  Gentleman  has  already  faid,  it  is 
with  Refpect  to  the  Combinations,  that  have 

lately 
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lately  been  formed  againft  paying  the  Church 
Dues :  Thefe  Combinations,  Sir,  have  been 
attended  with  Circumftances  more  terrible 
and  alarming  than  is  yet  generally  known ; 
I  have,  upon  my  Eftate,  in  the  Diocefs  of 
Waterford,  many  Papifts,  who  are  Tenants 
at  will,  and,  whom,  I  can,  confequently,  dif- 
place,  to  their  great  Difadvantage,  when  ever 
I  think  fit.  When  I  heard  that  thefe  People 
were  joining  in  a  Combination  againft  the 
Minifter  of  the  Parifh,  I  directed  my  Agent 
to  acquaint  them,  that,  if  they  did  join  in 
fuch  Combination,  I  would  difmifs  them ; 
they  replied,  that  if  I  difmifled  them,  they 
could  not  help  it,  it  would  be  a  Misfortune, 
but  it  would  ftill  be  the  leaft  of  two  Evils  3 
for  they  had  better  be  difmifled  than  have 
their  Throats  cut,  which  would  be  the  cer- 
tain Confequence  of  refilling  to  concur  in  the 
Combination,  I  was  folicitous  to  prevent.  A 
Combination,  Sir,  into  which  Aflbciates  are 
prefled  by  the  Fear  of  Death,  and,  in  which, 
therefore,  many  violate  the  Peace  of  the  State, 
contrary  to  their  Inclination  and  Intercft,  may 
in  a  fliort  Time  fubvert  the  Conftitution,  and 
defeat  all  the  Laws  that  have  been  enacted 
to  prevent  public  Evils,  arifing  from  the 
Growth  of  Popery.  I  am  of  Opinion,  Sir, 
G  2  that 
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that  fuch  a  Law,  as  has  been  now  recom- 
mended, would  greatly  tend  to  prevent  thefe 
Combinations,  by  rendering  them  ineffectual, 
and  by  removing  all  Colour  of  Litigation,  and 
Difpute.  I,  therefore,  moft  earneftly  recom- 
mend the  Confideration  of  it  to  this  Houfe, 
and  make  this  public  Offer  of  fuch  Service  as 
is  in  my  Power. 

Mr  R —  F —  faid,  that  there  was  nothing 
he  more  ardently  wifhed,  than  to  have  the 
Bill  propofed,  properly  drawn  up,  and  paffed 
into  a  Law,  and  thought  no  way  would  be 
fo  effectual  for  that  Purpofe,  as  to  appoint  a 
Committee,  in  which,  every  one  might  give 
his  Advice  and  Opinion. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 
Mr£ M- . 

MrS— , 

It  will  appear,  by  the  Journals  of  this 
Houfe,  that  an  Order  was  made  on  the  i3th 
of  Qttober^  for  the  deputy  Clerk  of  the  Rolls, 
to  bring  in  the  Inrollments  of  the  Patents, 
by  which,  the  Offices  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  and 

Judges, 
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Judges,  have  been  granted.  But  I  obferved, 
that  he  has  obeyed  that  Order  only  in  part ; 
having  brought  in  no  more  than  the  Inroll- 
ments  of  the  lafl  Patents  of  the  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
as  it  may  be  fafely  taken  for  granted,  that  no 
Arguments  are  necefTary,  to  prove  that  the 
Orders  of  this  Houfe  ought  to  be  punctually 
and  fully  obeyed,  I  might,  upon  this  Occa- 
iion,  content  myfelf  with  obferving  the  De- 
fault, and,  requiring  that  it  may  be  amended, 
but,  becaufe,  I  would  not  appear  critically  to 
remark  minute  and  trivial  Neglects,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  this  Order  was  evidently  made, 
with  a  View  to  a  very  interefting  and  impor- 
tant Enquiry ;  an  Enquiry,  Sir,  whether 
judicial  Employments,  of  fuch  Confequence 
to  the  Kingdom,  can  be  granted  for  Life,  con- 
fident with  the  Laws  by  which  it  is  govern- 
ed, the  leaft  Violation  of  which  may  make 
way  for  a  total  Subverfion  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  ;  and,  I  muft  freely  declare  it,  as  my 
Opinion,  that,  in  order  to  determine  this 
Queftion,  and  to  difcover  how,  and,  in  what 
Inftances,  the  Grant  of  fuch  Employments  for 
Life  is  fupported  by  Precedent,  all  the  Enroll- 
ments iince  the  Revolution  mould  be  produc- 
ed ;  I  fay,  fince  the  Revolution,  Sir,  and,  I 
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fix  that  Period,   becaufe,  before   the  happy 
Event,  which  then  took  place,   fcarce   any 
regular  Syftem  of  Government  was  eftablim- 
ed  in  this  Kingdom  :     Britifi  Monarchs  did, 
in  many  Inftances,   and  in  both  Kingdoms, 
<c  what  was  right  in  their  own  Eyes,"  an  Evil, 
which  the  Revolution  was  brought  about  to 
prevent,  by  giving  that  Order,  and  Stability,  to 
our  Constitution,  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  no 
Gentleman  here  would  be  willing  to  have  inter- 
rupted or  fhaken.  I  would  not,  however,  antici- 
pate the  Debate,  which  this  Enquiry  will  necef- 
farily  bring  on,  or  prematurely  throw  out  aSur- 
mife,  that  the  Crown  had  acted  with  Impro- 
priety, or,  even   received  erroneous  Advice  •> 
I  think,  however,  that  the  Enquiry  mould  be 
made,  by  confulting  the  Judges,    the  ableft 
Lawyers,  and  all  the  King's  Servants,   or  ra- 
ther, by  bringing  it  in  a  judicial  Way  into 
fome  of  the  Courts;  for  Lawyers,  confulted  as 
to  their  private  Opinion,  may  differ,  and,  we 
know,  do  differ,  even  when  there  are  no  Mo- 
tives of  Intereft  to  biafs  their  Determination  ; 
but,  in  a  public  and  folemn  Enquiry,  a  public 
and  folemn   Opinion  will   be   obtained,    in 
which,  perhaps,   thofe   who  differed  before, 
may,  either  convinced  by  Argument,  or  influ- 
enced by  Authority  of  fuperior  Weight,  con- 
cur; 
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cur ;  and,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  that  I 
think  this  Houfe  would  be  highly  Criminal, 
tacitly,  and  implicitly,  to  acquiefce  in  any  Aft 
of  the  Crown,  which  might  even  be  fufpeft- 
ed  of  Illegality,  without  fetting  fuch  an  En- 
quiry on  Foot,  and  availing  itfelf  of  the 
Lights  it  would  produce,  and  the  Determina- 
tion in  which  it  fhould  iilue.  As  to  myfelf, 
I  confefs,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  granting 
thefe  Employments  for  Life,  is  illegal ;  an  O- 
pinion,  in  which,  I  know  I  am  very  far  from 
being  fingular  j  this,  however,  I  do  not  men- 
tion as  being  alone  of  any  Weight  to  deter- 
mine the  Queftion,  but  only  as  a  Reafon  for 
Enquiry,  by  proving  a  Difference  of  Judge- 
ment about  it,  and  to  put  in  a  Claim,  in  be- 
half of  myfelf,  and  thofe  who  concur  in  my 
Opinion,  to  our  undoubted  Right  of  having 
a  proper  and  conftitutional  Method  taken,  to 
confirm  our  Sentiment  if  true,  and  confute  it 
if  falfe.  I  therefore,  as  a  previous  Step,  move, 
that  the  proper  Officer  may  be  directed  to 
fulfil,  what  I  take  to  be  his  firfl  Orders, 
which  were  to  bring  in  all  the  Inrollments 
of  the  Patents  of  the  Matters  of  the  Rolls, 
and  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  fince  the  . 
Revolution. 

G4  Mr 
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-  H—  H-,   P.  S. 


I  do  not  get  up,  Sir,  to  oppofe  what  that 
worthy  Gentleman  has  moved  for,  no  Per- 
fon  in   this   Houfe  being  more  defirous  to 
have  its  Orders  fully  and  punctually  obeyed, 
more  zealous  to  facilitate  a  ftrict  and  impar- 
tial Enquiry  into  the  Legality  of  every  Act 
of  the  Crown,  or,   more  truly  follicitous  to 
maintain  the    conftitutional    Rights   of  this 
Nation,  than  myfelf  5  neither,  Sir,  do  I  rife 
up  with  any  Defign  to  anticipate  the  Debate, 
on  this   important  Affair,   which  muft  take 
Place  when  the  main  Queftion  comes  regu- 
larly before  us  ;  but,  I  get  up  to  declare,  that, 
in  direct  Oppolition  to  his  Opinion,   I  moil 
firmly  believe,   that,  granting  the   Office    of 
Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer   for   Life,   is 
neither  illegal,  nor  unprecedented,  as  he  has 
fupported  :  This  difference  of  Opinion,  how- 
ever, as  he  has  juftly  obferved,  is  the  ftrong- 
eil  Proof  of  the  Expediency  of  an  Enquiry, 
and,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  may  be  properly 
made,  I  think  the  Officer  ought,  punctually, 
to   fulfill    his     firft  Orders.      I    think,   far- 
£her,  Sir,  that  not  only  all  the  Enrollments, 

fince 
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imce  the  Revolution,  ought  to  be  laid  before 
us,  as  neceffary  to  that  Enquiry,  but  all  the 
Inrollments,  fince  the  Aft  of  Henry  the 
Vllth,  relative  to  judicial  Employments  ;  for, 
I  muft  take  upon  me  to  fay,  Sir,  that  Laws 
and  Precedents,  before  the  Revolution,  have, 
and  ought  to  have,  their  Force.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Crown, 
immediately  before  the  Revolution,  made  a 
Revolution  neceffary  ;  and  I  glory  and  re- 
joice in  the  happy  Effects  it  produced  :  But, 
Sir,  there  were  Periods  before  that  Crifis, 
when  our  Government  was  in  a  refpedtable 
and  honourable  State  j  and,  though  it  has 
beenjuft  faid,  not  to  be  the  general  Opinion, 
that  the  great  Employments  in  queflion  have 
been  granted  for  Life,  yet,  I  am  not  afhamed 
to  repeat,  once  again,  that,  in  my  Opinion, 
it  is  legal  fo  to  give  them ;  and,  I  know,  that, 
•  in  more  Inftances  than  one,  they  have  been 
fo  given,  fince  the  Statute  of  Henry  the  Vllth. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  proper  Officer  do  obey 
his  firft  Order,  and  bring  in  all  the  Inroll- 
ments of  the  Patents,  by  which  the  Offices 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Matter 
of  the  Rolls,  and  Judges,  have  been  granted." 

A  Mo- 
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A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr  &— 
L — ,  that  an  humble  Addreis  be  preferred  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  he  will  be  pleafed 
to  order  the  Report  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney 
and  Sollicitor-General  of  this  Kingdom,  with 
Refpect  to  the  Legality  of  granting  the  Office 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  this  King- 
dom, for  Life,  to  be  laid  before  this  Houfe. 

Mr  J—  H—  H— ,  P.  S. 

MrS , 

I  rife,  up,  Sir,  to  oppofe  this  Motion, 
which,  I  conlider,  as  moft  improper  and  un- 
precedented, and  pregnant  with  the  mod 
pernicious  Conlequences.  The  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor-General,  Sir,  are  Servants  to  the 
Crown,  and,  it  is  their  peculiar  Office  and 
Duty,  to  give  the  Crown  Information,  when 
confulted,  concerning  the  Nature,  Extent,  and 
Operation  of  the  Laws,  according  to  which 
the  Government  of  this  Kingdom  is  admini- 
flered  ;  this  Information  they  are  fworn  to 
give  faithfully,  and,  according  to  the  Beft  of 
their  Judgment,  fo  as  neither  to  infringe  the 
Rights  of  the  People,  in  favour  of  the  Prero- 
gative 
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gative,  nor  the  Prerogative  in  favour  of  the 
People ;  and  what  Right,  Sir,  have  we  to  re- 
quire their  Opinion  to  be  laid  before  us  ?  It 
is  given,  in  Confidence  and  Secrecy,  to  the 
Crown,  by  its  own  Servants,  and  is  that  very 
Service  which  they  are  appointed  to  perform  : 
It  is  given,  alfo,  under  the  Sandion  of  an 
Oath,  and  what  other  Security  will  the  Na- 
ture of  the  thing  admit  ?  If  the  Opinion, 
given  by  thefe  Gentlemen  to  the  Crown,  was 
liable  to  be  canvafTed  in  this  Houfe,  and  to  be 
made  the  Subject  of  Debate  and  Conjecture, 
perhaps  of  Cenfure  and  Invec~tive>  the  Confi- 
dence and  Secrecy,  under  which  it  is  given, 
would  be  deftroyed,  and  they  would  find 
themfelves  under  fuch  Influence,  and  in  fuch 
a  Situation,  as  would  almoft,  unavoidably, 
prevent  that  perfect  Freedom,  which,  it  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  always  to  preierve  and  en- 
courage, in  order  to  enable  them  to  fulfill  the 
Duty  of  their  Office.  But,  Sir,  I  will  venture 
to  go  ftill  farther  :  I  will  fuppofe,  that  we  had 
fufficient  Reafon  to  conclude,'  that  they  had 
given  an  erroneous  Opinion,  and,  even  that 
they  had  willfully  violated  their  Confcience, 
their  Judgments,  and  their  Oaths,  in  order  to 
gratify  fome  illegal  Defire,  and  juftify  fome 
illegal  Meafure,  with  a  View  to  recommend 

them- 
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themfelves,  by  fo  doing,  to  the  Fountain  of 
Honour  and  Preferment :  I  fay,  Sir,  that,  e- 
ven  upon  this  Suppofition,  we  mould  have  no 
Right  to  require  them  to  criminate  them- 
felves, by  producing  fuch  Opinion  to  this 
Houfe ;  I  fay,  themfelves,  Sir,  for,  I  conlider 
the  Crown,  and  its  Servants,  as  one  ;  and,  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  that  no  Inftance  can  be 
produced,  in  which  fuch  Requifition  was 
made,  even  in  Times,  when,  perhaps,  the 
Rules  of  Juftice  were  not  fo  clofely  adhered 
to  as  they  ought.  Befides,  Sir,  what  is  now 
moved  for,  is  abfurd  j  and,  for  that  Reafon 
alone,  if  there  was  no  other,  I  would  oppofe 
it;  tb  what,  Sir,  does  our  Enquiry  tend? 
We  are  to  judge  the  fame  Queftion,  which 
has  been  put  to  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor- 
General,  we  are  not  to  judge  them  for  judg- 
ing it ;  and  we  are  to  determine,  Sir,  accord- 
ing to  our  Senfe  of  the  Law,  according  to  in- 
dubitable Precedent,  and  according  to  our 
own  Information,  and  not  according  to  the 
Opinion  of  Lawyers,  of  what  Rank,  or  Ability 
foever  j  I  mall,  therefore,  give  my  Voice  a- 
gainft  the  Motion  as  unprecedented,  and,  in 
every  Refpect,  improper. 

Mr 
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Mr  E—  Af— . 

MrS , 

"  That  the  King  can  do  no  Wrong,"  is  a 
Maxim  well  known,  and,  I  believe,  generally 
allowed;  but,  Sir,  I  cannot  fufficiently  ex- 
prefs  my  Surprize  and  Concern,  at  hearing 
Opinions  advanced,  in  this  Houfe,  from 
which  it  muft  neceflarily  follow,  that  the 
King's  Minifters,  or  Servants,  can  do  no 
Wrong.  We  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  the 
King  and  his  Servants  are  one,  and,  that  we 
have  no  Right  to  addrefs  the  King  to  ac- 
quaint us  with  the  Advice  given  to  him  by  his 
Servants,  upon  the  Principle,  that  no  Man  is 
to  be  required  to  criminate  himfelf ;  but  this 
Doctrine,  Sir,  has  the  common  Fate  of  Error 
and  Fallacy,  it  overturns  the  very  Principle  it 
would  eftablifh  -y  that  the  King  can  do 
Wrong  is  true  only  upon  a  Supposition  that 
his  Servants  may;  and  that  they  may  be 
called  to  an  Account  for  fo  doing :  If  they 
cannot  be  called  to  an  Account  for  doing 
Wrong,  it  is  of  very  little  Confequence  to  us, 
whether  their  being  liable  to  do  Wrong  is  al- 
lowed or  denied.  What  is  it  to  us,  whether 

they 
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they  can,  or  cannot  do  Wrong,  if,  when  it  is 
allowed  they  do  Wrong,  we  have  no  Reme- 
dy ?  And  how  are  we  to  have  this  Remedy, 
Sir,  but  by  addrefling  his  Majefty,  upon  any 
wrong  or  doubtful  Meafure,  to  know  what 
Advice  was  given  him  concerning  it,  and 
who  was  the  Advifer  ?  Gentlemen  have 
talked  much  of  Precedents  in  this  Houfe,  and 
have  very  jaftly  fuppofed  that  Precedent  im- 
plies a  Right,  and  confirms  it  j  and,  if  fo,  I 
am  fure  we  have  moft  abundant  Proof  that 
this  Houfe  has  a  Right  to  addrefs  the  Crown, 
to  do,  what  is  called  criminating  its  Servants, 
and  that  the  Crown  has  complied  with  fuch 
Addrefs.  We  have  Precedents,  Sir,  enough, 
upon  Record,  of  corrupt  Advifers  of  Kings, 
who  have  betrayed  the  public  Caufe,  being 
given  up  to  public  Juftice  -,  and,  are  we  now 
to  condemn  all  thefe  Precedents  at  once  ?  to 
explode  the  Principle  upon  which  they  were 
formed,  and  renounce  the  falutary  Effe&s  they 
produced,  by  fuppofing,  that  the  Crown  and 
its  Servants  are  one,  and,  that  when  thefe 
Servants  are  perfidious,  and  betray  their  royal 
Matter's  higheft  Intereft,  by  betraying  that  of 
his  People,  he  cannot  be  addrefled  to  difclofe 
their  Advice,  becaufe  a  Man  ought  not  to 
be  required  to  criminate  himfelf!  I  fay. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  to  difclofe  their  Advice,  for,  to  favour  the 
Suppofition  that  the  King  can  do  no  Wrong, 
he  is  fuppofed  only  to  carry  the  Advice  of 
others  into  Execution  5  the  Servants  of  the 
Crown  are  anfwerable  for  every  illegal  or  un- 
conftitutional  Ad  that  paffes  the  great  Seal ; 
yet  the  Adi  is  not  theirs,  the  Signature  that 
makes  it  valid  is  not  theirs,  and  the  Order 
for  paffing  it  is  not  theirs ;  all  thefe  Adts  are 
the  Adls  of  the  Crown  ;  for  what,  then,  is 
the  Servant,  or  Minifter,  anfwerable  but  for 
his  Advice,  without  which  thefe  Adts  would 
never  have  been  done  ?  And  how  are  we  to 
acquire  an  Ability  to  judge  of  this  Advice, 
but  by  addreffing  the  Crown  to  lay  it  before 
us,  with  all  that  has  any  immediate  Relation 
to  it  ?  I  will  venture  to  fay,  Sir,  that  thus 
to  addrefs  the  Crown  is  not  only  our  Right, 
but  our  Duty  and  our  Intereft  j  and  it  is  alfo 
the  Intereft  of  the  Crown  to  comply  with 
fuch  Addrefs :  If  its  Servants  have  been  faith- 
ful, the  more  ftrid  the  Examination  of  their 
Condudl,  the  more  Honour  they  will  ac- 
quire j  if  they  have  not,  it  will  be  equally 
dangerous  both  to  the  Crown,  and  to  the 
Conftitution,  to  fcreen  them.  It  has  been 
faid,  Sir,  that  if  the  Advifers  of  the  Crown 
were  to  give  their  Opinion,  under  a  Senfe  of 

their 
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their  being  liable  to  have  it  canvaffed  in  this 
Houfe,  they  would  not  be  able  to  give  it  free- 
ly :  I  confefs,  Sir,  this  is  the  firft  Time  I 
ever  heard  it  advanced,  that,  throwing  a 
Weight  only  into  one  Scale,  was  a  likely 
Way  to  hold  the  Balance  in  Equilibrio ;  what 
is  fo  likely  to  prevent  a  corrupt  Minifter 
from  wronging  his  Judgment,  and  his  Confci- 
ence,  to  gratify  fome  unconftitutional  Purpofe 
in  the  Crown,  as  the  Profpect  of  being  made 
anfwerable  for  his  Perfidy,  and  fubjetted  to 
an  Enquiry  of  this  Houfe  ?  If,  indeed, 
by  free,  Gentlemen  mean  an  Exemption 
from  all  Ties,  that  reftrain  Men  from  doing 
Evil,  I  will  allow,  that  the  Councellors  of  the 
Crown  will  be  lefsfree,  under  the  Profpecl  of 
a  parliamentary  Enquiry,  than  otherwife ; 
but,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  prefent  will  be  an 
Advocate  for  fuch  Liberty,  either  in  them,  or 
in  any  other  Member  of  civil  Society  ;  to 
bring  my  Reafoning  home,  Sir,  to  the  Cafe  in 
Queftion,  I  fay,  that  the  Chancellormip  of  the 
Exchequer  is  an  Employment  of  the  higheft 
national  Importance,  that  your  Predeceffor 
•in  that  Chair  enjoy 'd  it  many  Years  with  the 
greateft  Honour,  that  it  is  now  granted  for 
Life,  and,  that  if  fuch  Grant  mould  appear  tcy 
be  contrary  to  Law,  it  is  fuch  an  Innovation  of 

our 
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our  Rights  as  thofe  who  advifed  it  ought 
to  be  impeached  for  :  Though  I  have 
mentioned  only  the  Poft  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  I  would  not  be  thought  to  except 
that  of  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  yet,  by  nam- 
ing thofe  Offices,  I  mean  nothing  perlbnally 
againft  either  of  the  worthy  Gentlemen  who 
fill  them  ;  I  mean,  only,  that,  what  they  en- 
joy wortjiily,  they  mould  enjoy  legally  j  and, 
that,  while  we  are  adorning  the  Super- 
ftrufture  of  our  Qonftitution,  we  mould  not 
fubvert  the  Foundation.  I  am  perfuaded,  Sir, 
that  there  are  many  Inftances  of  Impeach- 
ment parallel  to  this  ;  Lord  Sowers,  Sir,  was 
impeached  for  the  Advice  he  gave,  with  Re- 
fpect  to  the  Partition  Treaty  ;  others  might 
eafily  be  named,  but,  not  to  deviate  farther 
from  the  Point  immediately  in  View,  I  muft 
declare  myfelf  an  Advocate  for  the  Motion, 


The  R-t  H-r-ble  F— 


Mr 

I  am,  abfolutely,  overwhelmed  with  Aito-f 
nimment,  to  hear  any  Gentleman  talk  of  im- 
peaching two  of  the  King's  Servants,  for  giv- 
ing their  Opinion,  to  the  beft  of  their  Jiidgr 
upon  Oath  j  I  fay,  to  the  bed  of  their 
H  Judg, 
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Judgment,  for  fo  we  muft  fuppofe  their  Opi- 
nion to  be,  and  are   bound   to  act  according 
to  that  Suppofition  ;   the  Proof  of  the  con- 
trary, with  Refpect   to   Advice,   properly   fo 
called,  to  do,   or  not  to  do,   any  certain  Adi: 
in   fufpence,    being   impoffible,    before  any 
Judicature   but  that  of  him   whofe  Preroga- 
tive it  is  to  fearch  the  Heart :   *'  The  Tree 
may  be  known  by  its  Fruit  ;"  and,  a  bad  In- 
tention  may,   in  many  Cafes,    be    certainly, 
and  therefore  fairly  inferred,  from  Advice  to 
a  bad  Act :   The  Act,  therefore,  advifed  to  be 
done,  is  the  proper  Subjedb  of  Examination  ; 
but,  if  Gentlemen  would  not  fuffer  their  Zeal 
to  out-run  their  Judgment,  they  would   fee, 
that,  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  there  is  no  fuch 
Thing  as  Advice  ;  there  is  no  Act  performed 
by  the  Parties,  of  which  we  can  take  Cog- 
nizance, becaufe  there  is  no  Act  performed, 
eoncerning  which  we  can  poffibly  determine, 
whether,   with  Refpect  to   the   Agent,  it  is 
good  or  bad.     The  Opinion  of  the  Attorney, 
and  Sollicitor-General,   Sir,    which   Gentle- 
men have  affected  to   call  Advice,  is  given, 
upon  a   Queftion   relative  to   what   /j,   and 
not  to  what  may,  orjha/l  be.     It  relates,  Sir, 
to  the  Tenor  and   Effect  qf  Laws  now   in 
force  among  us,   and  which  have  long  been 

fo; 
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fo  ;  and,  are  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor-Ge- 
neral,  Sir,  anfwerable  for  what  thofe  Laws 
enable  the  Crown  to  do  ?  or,  for  what  the 
Crown  may  do,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  it  ex- 
erts no  Power,  but  fuch  as  thefe  Laws  give  ? 
The  Attorney,  and  Sollicitor-General,  Sir,  are", 
in  this  Cafe,  anfwerable  only  for  their  Inte- 
grity, and,  even  for  their  Integrity,  they  are 
anfwerable  only  to  God,  as  God  only  can 
know  whether  they  are,  or  are  not,  fmcere  : 
As  to  the  Cafe  of  Lord  Somers,  I  can  fcarce 
perfuade  myfelf  that  Gentlemen  are  ferious, 
when  they  mention  it  as  parallel  to  that  in 
queflion  :  Lord  Semen  advifed  the  doing  a 
certain  Aft,  which  was,  then,  a  Contingency. 
The  Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General  advife 
no  Act,  but  merely  give  an  Opinion,  with 
Refpect  to  what  is,  or  is  not,  right  by  Laws 
actually  in  being.  If  this  is  Advice,  Sir, 
a  Man  may  juftly  be  called  an  Advifer,  who 
tells  another,  according  to  the  bed  of  his 
Knowledge,  the  Hour  of  the  Day ;  in  mort, 
Sir,  there  is  as  much  Difference  between  the 
Cafe  of  Lord  Somers>  who  advifed  the  Partition 
Treaty,  and,  that  of  the  Attorney  and  Solli- 
citor-General, who  give  their  Sentiments,  on 
a  Point  of  Law,  as,  between  giving  a  Man 
my  Opinion  of  the  Weather,  and,  advifing 
H  2  him 
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him  to  take  a  Journey.  Beildes,  Sir,  the 
conferring  any  Favour  upon  an  Individual,  is 
a  Thing  of  fo  private  a  Nature — ^ 

Mr  E— -  M- — , 

•  So    private  a  Nature  !     It   amazes 

me,  Sir,  to  hear  that  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
man,  who  was  once  fo  great  an  Honour  and 
Ornament  to  the  Law,  make  Ufe  of  that  Ex-, 
preffion  ;  though  the  Object  of  the  King's 
Favour  be  an  Individual,  yet  the  Favour 
conferred  is  fuch  as  interefts  the  Public  in  the 
highefl  Degree  $  it  is  one  of  the  firft  Offices 
in  the  Kingdom,  and,  the  Power  it  confers, 
may  be  fo  exerted,  as  to  be  of  the  moft  fatal 
Confequence  to  the  Public  ;  but,  waving 
this,  Sir,  the  great  Queftion  is,  whether  the 
giving  this  Office  for  Life,  be  it  important, 
or  be  it  trivial,  is  not  an  Infringement  of  the 
Law  ?  If  it  is  not,  whatever  Danger  may  be 
incurred  by  it,  it  behoves  us  to  fubmit ;  but 
if  it  is,  I  hope  no  Gentleman  here  will  think 
of  implicitly  acquiefcing  in  it,  under  a  No- 
tion of  its  being  of  a  private  Nature. 


Mr. 
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Mr  W—  H-. 

MrS- — -, 

I  am  under  very  great  Obligations  to  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  who  fits  on  the  op- 
pofite  Bench,  for  confirming  my  Sentiments, 
by  declaring  his  own  to  be  the  fame ;  and  I 
affure  you,  Sir,  that  it  has  given  me  the  high- 
eft  Opinion  of  his  Judgment,  which  I  mail 
for  ever  honour   and  refpedt.      My   Senti- 
ment, Sir,  which  has  had  the  Honour  of  be- 
ing thus  confirmed,  is,  that  Lawyers  do,   and 
that  they  Jkould  differ,   in    Opinions,  upon 
Points  of  Law;  I  think,  alfo,  that  it  is  very 
proper  for  Lawyers,  upon  fome   Occafions, 
not  only  to  differ  from  one  another,  but  from 
themfelves ;   I  believe  there  are  many  Gen- 
tlemen prefent,  who  have  found  the  Advan- 
tage of  it.     If  all  Lawyers  were  to  be  of  the 
fame  Opinion,  what  Subjects  could  there  be 
for  Litigation  ?     If  there  were  no  Subjects 
for  Litigation,  there  would  very  foon  be  no 
Lawyers  j   and,  if  there  were  no  Lawyers, 
what  would  People   do  for  Advice,   and,  to 
whom  could  even  the  Crown  have  applied 
Upon  the  great  and  momentous  Occafion  that 
we  are  now  confidering  ?     And,  Sir,  if  the 
H  3  fame 
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fame  Lawyer's  Opinion  was  always  to  be  the 
fame  in   an   Afternoon,  as  in  a  Morning,  to 
what  Purpofe  would  Recourfe  be  had  to  any 
of  thofe  cogent  Arguments,  which  are  now 
known  to  alter  it  ?  all  Rhetoric,  Sir,  the  moft 
powerful  Rhetoric  would  be  ufelefs,  and  that 
which   could  never  be  ufed  would  never  be 
acquired  ;   we  fhould  ftagnate  in  Stupefaction 
and  Inactivity,  for  want  of  Motives  to  act  and 
to  thinkj  fo  that  nothing  lefs  could  happen 
from  "all  Lawyers  thinking  like  each  other, 
and,  from  the  fame  Lawyers  always  thinkiog 
alike,  than  what  Gentlemen  feem  to  have  in- 
ferred from  much   lefs  Injury  offered  to  the 
Law,  the  total  Subverfion  of  our  Conftituti- 
on,  and  Ruin  of  the  State.     I  cannot  fuffici- 
ently    admire    and    commend    my    worthy 
Friend's  Opinion,   that  nay  Brethren   of  the 
Law  ought  always  to  be  confulted,  efpecially 
upon  important  and  public  Occaflons  ;    it  is 
an  Opinion  from  which  great  and  manifeft 
Advantages  will  refult,  if  it  mould  be  adopt- 
ed ;  and,  I  cannot  but  congratulate  with  my 
Brethren,  that  it  is  adopted  in  a  very  confide- 
rable    Degree   already.      There    are    knotty 
Points,  which,  even  thofe  auguft  Perfonages, 
the  Lords,  to  whom  we,  in  this  lower  Houfe, 
look  up  with  an  humble  Senfe  of  our  Inferi- 
ority, 
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ority,  may,  poflibly,  find  it  fomething  diffi- 
cult to  difcufs  ;  they  have,  therefore,  as  it  is 
very  fit  and  becoming  that  they  mould,  the 
Prime  of  our  Lawyers  for  their  Councellors ; 
the  Lawyer  of  a  Lord,  Sir,  fhould  not  cer- 
tainly be  lefs  than  a  Judge  ;.  and,  according- 
ly, we  fee  that  our  learned  Judges,  feated  on 
the  foft  Wool  Pack,  and  diftinguimed  by  the 
fcarlet  Robe,  are  always  at  Hand,  in  their 
Houfe,  to  be  occasionally  confulted  by  them, 
to  fave  them  the  Labour  of  thinking,  which 
is,  certainly,  beneath  the  Dignity  of  Perfona- 
ges,  fo  fublime  and  auguft.  If  it  is  fit,  as  my 
worthy  Friend  has  advanced,  and,  as  I  hearti- 
ly agree,  that  Lawyers  ought  always  to  be 
confulted,  it  is  fit  that  we  mould  have  our 
Lawyers  too,  and,  it  gives  me  great  Pleafure 
to  fee  that  we  are  not  without  them  ;  look 
which  Way  I  will,  fome  of  the  learned  Body 
are  ftill  in  my  Eye  5  and,  this,  being  the 
Cafe,  what  need  have  we  to  look  abroad  ? 
It  would  neither  do  us,  nor  our  Lawyers  Cre- 
dit, to  have  Confultations}  without  Doors,  to 
explain  or  determine  what  they  are  expect- 
ed to  explain,  and  we  are  to  determine  with- 
in. I  humbly  conceive,  Sir,  that  this  Affair, 
great,  and  folemn,  and  momentous,  as  it  is, 
may  maintain  its  Dignity  in  Parliament,  as 
H  4  well 
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well  as  in  a  Court  of  Law  ;  and  be  as  fkill- 

fully  difcuffed,    and   as   wifely   determined* 

As  to  the  laying  the  written  Opinion  of  the 

Attorney,  and  Sollicitor-General,  before  the 

Houfe,  I  confefs,   I  do  not  fee  what  End  it 

will  anfwen     I  have  heard  of  a  mechanical 

Philofopher,  who,  having  fpent  many  Years 

in  the  Difcovery  of  the  perpetual  Motion,  at 

laft  invented  a  Machine,  confiding  of  a  great 

Variety  of  Wheels,  Levers,  Pullies,  and  other 

Powers,  which  would  draw  a  Cork  out  of  a 

Bottle,  very  nearly  as  well  as  a  Cork- Screw. 

We  have  the  Attorney  and  Sollicitor-General 

here  with  us,  and,  inftead  of  the  round  about 

Way  of  addreffing  to  have  the  Opinion  they 

were  of  fome  time  ago,  laid  before  us,  inftead  of 

having  Recourfe  to  the  Machine  with  Wheels, 

and  Levers,  and  Pullies,  let  us  afk  them  their 

Opinions  at  once,  and  draw  the  Cork  out  of 

the  Bottle  ourfelves.     There  are,  to  be  fure, 

many  Objections  againft  examining  Perfons 

viva  voce.     A  worthy  Gentleman,  at  the  Bar, 

once  told  a  Judge,  that  he  had  no    lefs  than 

twenty  iuch  Objections  ;  and,  being  allowed 

to  declare  them,  he  faid,  that  the  firft  was, 

that  the  Man  was  dead.     This  was  allowed 

to  be  fatisfactory,  and  the  other  nineteen  were 

not  required.     What   they  were,  I   cannot 

take 
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take  upon  me  to  fay,  but,  Sir,  as  the  Gentle- 
men, whofe  Opinion  we  defire  to  know,  are 
not  only  living,  but  prefent,  and  able,  and  wil- 
ling, to  give  the  Satisfaction  required,  1  do 
not  think  any  one  of  the  twenty  Objections, 
whatever  they  were,  can  be  fupported  againfl 
them.  What  their  Opinion  'was,  I  cannot 
tell,  and,  if  I  could,  I  might  be  equally  at  a 
Lofs  to  know  what  their  Opinion  is  -,  as  the 
Gentlemen,  therefore,  are  ready  to  anfwer  for 
themfelves,  I  muft,  with  the  greateft  Defe- 
rence to  the  Opinion  of  my  worthy  Friend, 
declare  myfelf  againft  the  Motion. 

It  pafled  in  the  Negative,  75  to  32; 


SAtUR- 
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SATURDAY,   Off.  29,  1763. 
6IXTH    PAY. 

Mr  J—  H—  H-,  P.  S. 

Mr  S , 

AS  it  is  of  the  higheft  Importance,  to 
prevent  the  Monopoly  of  Coals  in  this 
City,  and  the  Extortion  which  a  Monopoly 
never  fails  to  produce,  and,  as  an  Aft  was 
patted  laft  Seflions  for  this  Purpofe,  I  think 
it  is  very  proper,  that  we  {hould  enquire  how 
far  that  Acl:  has  been  effectual,  in  order  to 
continue  it,  or  amend  it,  as  fhall  appear  to  be 
necefTary  ;  and,  I  hope  the  worthy  Gentle- 
men, who,  by  that  Adt,  were  appointed  to 
carry  it  into  Execution,  will  not  think  it  amifs, 
that  it  {hould  be  the  Defire  of  this  Houfe, 
that  they  {hould  attend,  to  give  what  Infor- 
mation they  can  upon  the  Subject,  and  in- 
form the  Houfe,  in  what  manner  they  have 
fulfilled  the  Truft  repofed  in  them.  I,  there- 
fore, beg  leave  to  move,  that  a  Committee 
may  be  appointed  to  take  into  Confederation, 

an 
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an  Act  to  prevent  the  exceffive  Price  of  Coals, 
in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and,  whether  the  faid 
Act  is  proper  to  be  continued,  and,  whether 
any,  and  what  Amendments  be  neceflary,  to 
be  made  therein  j  as  alfo,  to  enquire  into  the 
Conduct  of  the  Officers,  intrufted  with  the 
Execution  of  the  faid  Act. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  Call  of  the 
Houfe,  which,  by  Order,  now  ftands  for 
next  Monday,  be  adjourned  till  Tuefday,  the 
Day  following. 

To  this,  Mr  H-—  F —  objected,  and  faid, 
that  he  believed  it  was  underftood,  that  the 
very  interefting  and  important  Queftion,  con- 
cerning the  Penfions,  was  to  come  on,  when 
the  Call  mould  take  Place,  and,  he  was  both 
againft  deferring  itv  and  lofing  a  Day ;  he 
obferved,  that  the  Houfe  fat  but  fix  Months 
in  two  Years,  a  fpace  of  Time,  which,  if 
every  Hour  of  it  was  employed,  in  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Nation,  would  belittle  enough  to 
do  it  with  the  Deliberation  and  Attention  it 
required,  and,  that,  as  a  great  Encroachment 
had  already  been  made  upon  that  Time,  by 
late  Meetings,  and  Recefles,  he  was  unwilling 

that 
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that  another  Day  mould  be  loft  5  he  faid,  he 
feared  alfo,  that  it  might  be  made  a  Prece- 
dent to  lop  off  a  fixth  Part  of  the  Time,  that 
it  was  their  Intereft,  as  well  as  Duty,  to  im- 
prove, which  was  his  principal  Reafon  againfl 
it,  and  that  to  the  Motion,  fimply  confidered, 
he  thought  it  fcarcely  worth  while  to  ob* 
jeft. 
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MONDAY,  Nov.  i,    1763. 
SEVENTH    PAY. 

TH  E  R-t  H-ble  Mr  B—  B—  pre- 
fented  a  Petition  of  Henry  Cottingham^ 
and  James  King,  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  Mer- 
cers, fetting  forth  the  Lofles  by  them  fuftain- 
ed,  by  the  Journeymen  Weavers,  and  Ap- 
prentices, of  the  City  and  Liberties,  by  cutting 
to  Pieces  many  rich  and  beautiful  Silks,  and 
Velvets,  then  in  the  Looms  of  the  Petitioners, 
and  the  Materials,  Tackle,  and  Silk  prepared 
for  carrying  on  a  Silk  and  Velvet  Manufac- 
ture, all  the  Property  of  the  Petitioners  5  and 
that  the  faid  miiguided  People  (become  fen- 
fible  of  their  Injuftice  to  the  Petitioners,  and 
of  the  great  Injury  and  Damage  they  have 
brought  upon  themfelves  and  their  Country) 
have  requefted  the  Petitioners,  to  improve, 
and  advance  the  Silk  Manufacture  of  Ireland-, 
which,  the  Petitioners,  from  their  heavy  Lof- 
fes,  are  unable  to  do  without  the  Aid  ofPar- 
Jiament ;  and  praying  Relief. 

The 
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The  Petition  being  read,  Mr  B —  moved, 
that  it  might  be  referred  to  the  Confideration 
of  a  Committee,  and,  he  was  feconded  by  Mr 
y_  G— ,  the  S.  G.  as  follows : 

^q;^~aii*ipia-"H.i^  •  .in 

MrS— , 

As  to  the  Allegations  of  the  Petition,  which 
the  R — t  H— ble  Member  has  propofed  to 
refer  to  the  Committee,  they  are  certainly  the 
proper  Objeds  of  the  Enquiry  of  that  Com- 
mittee, as  they  relate  particularly  to  the  Pe- 
titioners, but,  as  they  are  of  a  Nature  that 
deeply  affefts  the  public  Peace  and  Security, 
repugnant  to  all  Duty,  and  fubverfive  of  all 
Order,  they  deferve  the  moft  ferious  and  fo- 
lemn  Attention  of  this  Houfe.  It  appears, 
by  the  Petition,  that  the  treafonable  Infurrec- 
tions,  which  have  fo  frequently,  of  late,  inter- 
rupted the  public  Tranquillity  in  remote 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  have  now  reached  the 
Capital  3  infulted  public  Jufiice  on  her  Seat 
and  fhaken  the  Government  at  its  Centre ; 
we  are  now  called  upon,  not  only  to  redrefs 
a  private  Wrong,  but  to  aflert  the  Caufe  of  an 
injured  Nation  :  Not  to  reprefs  the  Violence 
here,  by  fome  fjgnal  Exertion  of  Legiflative 

Au- 
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Authority,    would   be  to  encourage  it   elfe- 
where,  for  what  will  the  Infurgents  of  remote 
Provinces  conclude  from  the   Impunity    of 
thofe  at   the   Metropolis,  but,  that  the  Go- 
vernment, confcious  of  its  own  Weaknefs,  has 
furrendered  at  Difcretion,  and   given  up  the 
common    Rights    and    Privileges,    which   it 
could  no  longer  defend,    to  the   Mercy  of  a 
dilTolute    and  outrageous    Rabble  ?     That  I 
may  not  be  thought  to  aggravate  the  Evil,  by 
a  rhetorical  Difplay  of  imaginary  Guilt,  and 
imaginary  Confequences,  I  will  take  the  Li- 
berty,  Sir,  to  give  you   a  plain  Narrative  of 
the  Fa<ft.     A  confiderable  Dealer  in  this  City, 
who    not   only    carries  on  a   very  extenfive 
home  Manufactury,  but    a  refpedtable    fo- 
reign Commerce,  thought  proper  to  import 
a  large  Quantity  of  French  Silks,  whether,  as 
Patterns  for  weaving  Silks  here,  or  for  Sale, 
it  matters  not  5  the  Importation,   with  either 
View,  is  equally  lawful ;  upon  this,  a  Num- 
ber  of  Manufacturers,    taking  it   into  their 
Heads  to  prohibit,  as  a  private  Injury  to  them- 
felves,  what  the  Law  allows  as  a  national  Be- 
nefit, got  together  in  a  riotous  Band,  armed 
themfelves  in  a  hoftile  Manner,   and,  profef- 
fing  no  lefs  than  Robbery,  and  Murder,  befet 
the  honeft  Trader's  Houfe,   demanded,  that 

he 
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he  fhould  be  delivered  up   to   death,  and, 
that  his  Silks,   both  thofe  imported,  and  in 
the  Loom,  fbould  be  put  into  their  Poffeffi- 
on ;    when  thefe  Proceedings  were  oppofed 
by  a  legal  Force,  under  proper  Officers,  they 
flew  in  the  Face  of  Juflice,  openly  defied  Au» 
thority,  and,  having  overpowered  the  Magif- 
trate,  and  his  Affiftants,  they  perfifted  in  their 
Violence,  to  the  Affright,    and  Confufjon  of 
the  whole  City  :     It  has  been  obferved,   that 
in  the  Apparatus   of  Death  there    is   more 
Terror  than  in  Death  itfelf  -,  thefe  Wretches, 
therefore,    that  the   Murder  they  were  pre- 
pared  to  perpetrate,   might  lofe   none  of  its 
Effect,  carried  a  Coffin  in  Proceffion  to  the 
Koufe  of  the  Victim  they  had  fingled  out, 
fwearing,  with  horrid  Imprecations,  that  they 
would  carry  off  his  dead  Body  in  it :    It  hap- 
pened, however,   that  he  effe&ually  fecreted 
himfelf  from  their  Fury,  till  it,  in  fome  De- 
gree, fubfided,   but,  they  forced  him  to  ratify 
fuch  Conditions  as  they  thought  fit  to  dictate, 
by  the  moft   folemn  Oaths ;   yet  this,  what- 
ever Security  they  might  think  it,  for  his  Be^ 
haviour  in  the  Time  to  come,  did  not  fatisfy 
their  Revenge  for  what  was  paft  ;  they,  there- 
fore, broke  violently  into  his  Work-mop,  and 
Warehoufes,  cut  great  Quantities  of  valuable 
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and  beautiful  Silk  and  Velvet  to  pieces,  broke 
his  Looms,  and,  either,  ftole  or  deftroyed 
whatever  elfe  they  could  lay  their  Hands  upon. 
While  this  was  doing,  the  unhappy  Victim, 
his  Family,  and  his  Friends,  were  in  an  Agony 
of  Confirmation  and  Terror ;  the  City  itfelf 
was  ftruck  with  a  Panic,  and  no  Man  knew 
where  the  Violence  might  flop.  It  is  a 
dreadful  .thing,  Sir,  for  a  licentious  Rabble  to 
wreli  the  Sword  out  of  the  Hands  of  Juftice, 
and  to  enforce,  with  Tumult,  and  Violence, 
the  Execution  of  Laws  which  they  apprehend 
to  be  eluded  j  but,  it  is  an  Evil  that  admits  of 
no  Aggravation,  for  them  to  impofe  Laws  of 
their  own,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  State ; 
and,  invade,  not  only  Property  j  but  Life, 
when  they  happen  capricioufly,  to  difapprove 
the  Conduct  of  thofe,  by  whom,  they  do  not 
fo  much  as  pretend  any  Law  has  been  broken. 
I  fay,  Sir,  this  is  a  Crime,  which,  with  Re- 
fpect  to  itfelf,  can  admit  of  no  Aggravation, 
but  with  Refpect  to  the  Criminals,  it  may; 
if  it  appears  to  be  committed  not  by  the  Ig- 
norant and  Thoughtlefs,  but  by  the  Knowing 
and  Confiderate  ;  not  by  the  Obfcure  and  Indi- 
gent, but  by  thofe,  whofe  Station  and  Pro- 
perty give  Influence  to  their  Example  ;  not 
by  thofe  who  are  in  a  fubordinate  and  fervile 
I  State, 
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State,  but  by  "  thofe  that  are  put  in  Autho- 
rity over  them,"  how  does  the  'Guilt  accu- 
mulate upon  their  Heads,  and,  of  how  much 
feverer  Punimment  are  they  worthy?  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  Sir,  that  this  Guilt  has  been  ac- 
cumulated, and  this  Punimment  deferved  in 
the  Cafe  before  us :  My  particular  Situation, 
Sir,  has  acquainted  me  with  the  whole  of 
this  Tranfaction,  from  its  firft  Caufe,  to  its 
laft  Effects,  and,  I  find  myfelf,  with  inex- 
preffible  Regret,  obliged  to  declare,  that  it 
appears  with  the  ftrongeft  Evidence,  upon 
various  Examinations,  that  the  Perfons,  who 
gave  rife  to  it,  are  no  other,  than  the  Mafter 
and  Wardens  of  the  Corporation  of  Weavers, 
and,  that  the  poor  deluded  Wretches,  who, 
actually  did  the  Mifchief,  were  fpirited  up  by 
them,  acted  under  their  Influence,  and  were 
little  more  than  the  Inftruments  of  their 
Wickednefs  j  yes,  Sir,  the  Mafter  and  War- 
dens of  that  Corporation,  who  are  intrufted 
by  their  Charter,  with  a  very  confiderable 
Power,  in  confidence  that  they  would  ufe  it 
for  the  Regulation,  and  good  Government  of 
its  Members,  have,  in  that  very  Hall,  and  in 
thofe  very  Seats,  where,  they  ought  to  have 
exerted  themfelves  "as  a  Terror  to  evil  doers, 
and,  a  Reward  to  thofe  who  do  well,"  per- 
verted 
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verted  their  Inftitution,  and  abufed  their 
Power,  to  the  worft  of  all  Purpofes,  by  fedu- 
cing  the  Poor,  and  the  Dependant,  to  Tu- 
mult and  Rapine,  Violence  and  Murder,  the 
Ruin  of  Innocence,  and  the  Subveriion  of  Go- 
vernment. It  appears  amongft  other  Things, 
that  the  Matter  of  the  Corporation  actually 
fent  Ambafladors  on  behalf  of  the  Infurgents, 
to  Mr  Cottingham^  in  order  to  bring  him  into 
a  Capitulation  with  them,  and  prevail  upon 
him,  to  give  up  the  offending  Silks,  to  be 
burnt,  in  compliance  with  their  Demands, 
inflnuating,  that  there  were  no  other  Means 
to  prevent  more  fatal  Confequences ;  upon 
thele  Facts  I  mail  make  no  Comment,  as,  I 
am  perfuaded,  no  Comment  is  necefTary  $  the 
Expediency  of  taking  the  moft  effectual  Mea- 
fures,  to  prevent  fuch  rebellious  Infurrections, 
for  the  future,  is  felf-evident,  as  they  iirike,  I 
had  almoft  faid,  at  the  very  Exiftence  of  our 
Conflitution  $  if  I  have  trefpafled  long  upon 
your  Time,  by  an  Endeavour  to  point  out  the 
Evils,  that  call  aloud  for  a  Remedy,  in  their 
moft  ftriking  Colours,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
I  (hall  be  excufed,  without  an  Apology,  as  I 
had  no  View  in  difplaying  the  Malignancy  of 
the  Difeafe,  but,  that  the  Method  of  Cure 
might  be  vigorous  and  fpeedy.  As  the  End 
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of  War  is  Peace,  fo  the  End  of  Juftice  is  Mer- 
cy :  Whatever  Punifhment  deters  from 
Vice,  prevents  Mifery  ;  and,  lam  fure,  I 
Cannot  more  effectually  exert  my  Benevo- 
lence, than  by  calling  out  the  Terrors  of  the 
Law,  againlt  Practices  which  cut  off  Reward 
from  Labour,  and  Security  from  Innocence  ; 
which,  corrupt  Poverty  into  Wickednefs,  and 
endanger  the  Vitals  of  the  Conflitution,  by 
fpreading  a  Gangrene  in  its  Members. 

The  R — t  H— ble  F—  A—  then  got  up, 
and  expreffed  his  perfect  Agreement  with  the 
learned  and  worthy  Member  that  fpoke  laft, 
with  Refpect  to  the  Neceflity  of  putting  a 
flop,  immediately,  to  the  unbounded  Licen- 
tioumefs  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  ;  a  Li- 
centioufnefs,  which,  he  obferved,  was  fo  dif- 
ferent from  the  true  Spirit  of  Liberty,  that  it 
was  impoffible  they  fhould  fubfift  together  ; 
he  faid,  alfo,  that  he  could  not,  but  greatly 
admire  his  pathetic,  and  animated  Defcription 
of  the  Enormities  of  which  he  complained, 
and  the  various  DiflrefTes,  which  they  pro- 
duced :  But,  he  faid,  he  hoped  to  be  excuf- 
ed,  for  differing  a  little  from  him,  as  he  could 
not  lay  the  Riot,  wholly,  to  the  Charge  of  his 
Brethren,  the  Weavers  ;  (this  caufed  a  great 
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Laugh,  as  he  had  juft  been  complimented 
with  the  Freedom  of  their  Company)  but, 
was  rather  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  raifed,  and 
carried  on,  by  their  Journeymen  and  Appren- 
tices ;  efpecially,  as  they  frequently  entered 
into  Combinations  agai  ift  their  Matters  them- 
felves,  demanding,  in  a  clamorous  and  tu- 
multous  Manner,  fometimes,  the  railing  their 
Wages,  and,  fometimes,  the  fhortening  their 
Hpurs  of  Work. 

Mr  7-  H—  H-,  P.  S. 

Mr  S , 

I  rife  up  to  give  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Allegations  of  the  Petition  are  an  Object  high- 
ly worthy  of  a  parliamentary  Enquiry  ;  and, 
that  as  two  worthy  Members  of  Society  have 
greatly,  and  moft  unjuftly,  fuftered  by  the  il- 
legal Proceedings  of  an  enraged  Mob,  to  the 
great  Injury  of  a  Manufacture,  which  they 
were  carrying  on,  very  much  for  the  Benefit 
of  the  Nation,  it  is  but  juft,  that  they  mould 
be  redrerTed,as  well,  upon  their  own  Account, 
as  upon  that  of  the  Public  ;  I  was  alfo,  the 
more  ready  to  rife,  on  this  Occafion,  as,  I 
over  heard  forne  Gentlemen  near  me,  make 
13  an 
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an  Objection  to  the  Petition,  which    it  is  in 
my  Power  to  remove ;  they  faid,  that  a  Peti- 
tion of  this  Kind  was  a  Novelty,  andunfup- 
ported    by  Precedent;     but  this  is   by   no 
means  the  Fact,  for,  I  remember,  among  other 
Inftances,  a  parallel  Cafe,  that  happened  in  a 
neighbouring  Kingdom,    in  the  Year  1715  : 
At  that  Time  there  were  great  Riots  among 
the  Woollen  Manufacturers,  and  great  Da- 
mage was  done,   upon   which  the  Sufferers 
applied  to   Parliament,  and  a  Compenfation 
was  allowed  them   of  above  five    thoufand 
Pounds ;  and,  now,  that  my  Endeavours  may 
not  be  wanting,  to    continue  the    good  Hu- 
mour, which  was  raifed  by  the  worthy  Gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft,  and,  that  Gentlemen 
may  have  their  laugh  out,   which,  my  getting 
up  interrupted,  I  muft  fay,  that  the  Weavers 
are  my  Brethren  too,  and  that,  I  am  very  wil- 
ling to  hope,  they  are  not  fo  culpable  as  the 
worthy  Gentleman,  who  feconded  the  Mo- 
tion, feems  to  think  them ;  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  he  fpeaks  from  the  Conviction  he   has 
received  by  the  Examination,  but,  perhaps, 
he  has  feen  the  Examinations  only  of  one 
Side,  and  that  Story  which  is   good  till  ano- 
ther is  told,  is  not  always  fo  afterwards.      As 
to  the  Matter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company, 

J  have 
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I  have  frequently  converfed  with  them  upon 
the  Subject  j  and,  if  they  are  not  the  greateft 
Hypocrites,  as  well  as  the  wickedefl  Men  in 
the  World,  they  are  wholly  Innocent  in  this 
Affair ;  for  they  have  aflerted  their  Innocence 
with  the  moft  folemn  and  repeated  Aflevera- 
tions. 

Mr  J—  G— ,  S.  G.  in  a  fhort  Reply,  gave 
fome  farther  Reafons,  why  he  believed  the 
Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Corporation,  to 
have  been  effentially,  and  originally,  concern- 
ed in  the  Riot :  And  Mr  C —  C — ,  made 
a  fhort  Speech,  with  a  View  to  palliate  what 
had  been  advanced  againft  the  Mafter  Wea- 
vers, and  to  throw  the  whole  Blame  upon 
their  Journeymen. 


J4  TUBS- 
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TUESDAY,  Nov.  2,  1763. 

EIGHTH    DAY. 
The  R-t  H—  ble   F—  A—. 


I  Have,  in  my  Hand,  a  Petition,  figned  by 
the  Mayor,  Corporation,   and  principal 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Londonderry  ;    it 
has  always  been  held,  Sir,  that  the  rewarding 
eminent  Merit,   in   particulars,   is  a  general 
Benefit,    by  Simulating  others  to  Emulation, 
and  exciting    them  to   the   fame  Defert,    by 
hopes  of  the  fame  Advantage.     I,  therefore, 
flatter  myfelf,  that  I  fhall  not  be  thought  un- 
neceflarily  to  take  up  your  Time,    by  faying 
a  few  Words  in  favour  of  your  prefent  Peti- 
tioners.    If  this  Nation  had  been  fo  happy  as 
to   have  its   Hiftory   written   by   any     Au- 
thor of   Abilities  equal  to  the   Work,    the 
Actions  of  the  Citizens  of  Derry,  would  have 
furnimed  its  moft  mining  Paffages  ;  PafHiges, 
which  would  have  embellifhed    the  moft  il- 
luftrious   Hifiory,  'and  highly   honoured  the 
moft  heroic  Nation.     The  want  of  fuch  Hif- 

torians3 
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torians,  is,  indeed,  the  lefs  to  be  regretted,  as 
we  have  the  moft  authentic  Records  of  fuch 
Loyalty,  Magnanimity,   and  public  Spirit,  in 
that  antient,  proteftant,  and  unconquered  City, 
as  would  (hake   the  Credit  of  any  Hiftorian, 
however  eminent  for  Impartiality  and  Truth, 
if  they  depended  merely  upon  his  Teftimony, 
The  Records  I   mean,  Sir,  are   the  Journals 
of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  Commons  in  Eng- 
land 5  you  will  there  find  the  Citizens  ofDer- 
ry,  fupporting  the  Laws,   the  Religion,  and 
the  Liberty  of  their  Country,  in  defiance  ofall 
the  Miferies,  that  the  Cruelty  of  War,  aggra- 
vated by  the  fanguinary  Rage  of  Bigotry,  and 
Superfiition,  could  bring  upon  them ;  to  fay, 
that  they  gave  their  Lives  a  Ranfom  for  the 
Bleffings,  which  their  Pofterity  enjoy,  is  to 
wrong  them   of  more  than  half  their  Praife, 
if  we  do  not  confider  the  Manner,  in  which 
it  was  paid  ;  the  Pomp  of  War,and  the  Sound 
of  the  Trumpet,  awake  in  almoft  every  Mind 
a  fudden    and   tumultuous   Courage,  which, 
rather  overlooks  Danger,  than  defies  it ;  and, 
rather   fufpends  our  Attention  to  Life,    than 
reconciles  us  to  the  Lofs  of  it ;   the   Soldier 
nifties  forward  with  Impetuofity,  and,  when 
he  hears  the  Thunder  of  the  Battle,  can  glory 
in  the  Elation  of  his-Mind  ;   but  when  Death 

ap- 
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approaches,  with  a  flow  and  filent  Pace, 
when  he  is  feen  at  leifure,  and,  contemplat- 
ed in  all  his  Terrors,  the  Spirits  fhrink  back 
to  the  Heart,  the  Love  of  Fame,  and,  even 
the  Hope  of  Heaven  is  chilled  within  us,  and 
the  Man  at  once  prevails,  not  over  the  Hero 
only,  but  the  Saint.  Of  the  few,  that,  in 
this  Hour  of  Horror,  have  furmounted  the 
Senfe  of  their  own  Condition,  who  is  he  that 
has  looked  with  the  fame  Equanimity  upon 
the  Partner  of  his  Fortune,  and  the  Pledges 
of  his  Love  ?  When  a  Wife,  or  a  Child,  has 
been  a  Hoftage,  and  the  Tyrant's  Dagger  has 
been  lifted  to  their  Breaft,  how  has  the  Hero 
3nd  the  Patriot  melted  in  the  Hufband  and  the 
Father !  By  what  Name,  then,  mall  we  dif- 
tinguifh  the  Virtue  of  the  Citizens  of  Derry, 
who  did  not  rum  upon  Death  for  their  Country, 
in  the  momentary  Ardor  of  fudden  Conteft, 
in  the  Pomp  and  Tumult  of  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle, but  waited  his  deliberate,  though  irrefifta- 
ble  approach,  (hut  up  within  their  own 
Walls,  in  the  gloomy  RecefTes  of  Sicknefs  and 
Famine  j  and  who,  while  they  felt  the  Pangs 
of  Hunger,  undermining  Life  in  themfelves, 
beheld,  alfo,  its  deftruftive  Influence  in  thofe 
whofe  Lives  were  ftill  dearer  than  their  own  j 
who  heard  tV>^  £^-~-~  v0;re  of  helplefs  In- 
fancy 
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fancy  complain,  till  the  Sounds,  at  laft,  died 
upon  the  Tongue  j  and,  who  faw  the  languid 
Eye  of  fainting  Beauty  exprefs  what  no  Lan- 
guage could  utter,  till  it  was  clofed  in  Death  ! 
In  this  Trial  to  (land  firm,  in  this  Conflict  to 
be  more  than  Conquerors,  was  it  not,  alfo,  to 
be  more  than  Men  !  To  have  been  the 
Birth-Place,  or  the  Refidence  of  one  fuch 
Hero,  would  have  fired  a  thoufand  Cities 
with  Envy,  and  have  rendered  the  meaneil 
Hamlet  illuftrious  for  everj  what,  then,  is 
Derry,  whofe  whole  Inhabitants  were  anima- 
ted by  this  divine  Virtue,  like  a  common 
Soul  I  Nor  is  it  ftrange,  that  their  Pofterity 
fhould  be  ftill  diftinguimed  by  the  fame  Spi- 
rit j  for,  how  is  it  poffible  they  mould  hear 
the  Recital  of  thefe  Wonders,  and  enjoy  the 
Benefits  they  procured,  without  glowing  at 
once  with  Gratitude  and  Emulation :  Their 
Virtue,  from  whatever  Caufe,  has  been  long 
hereditary  already.  In  the  Civil  Wars  of 
1641,  Derry  was  the  impregnable  City, 
which  baffled  all  the  Force  of  the  Rebels,  to 
the  Encouragement  and  Support  of  the  whole 
North  of  Ireland.  In  the  glorious  Revoluti- 
on of  1688,  a  Crifis,  perhaps,  the  mofl  im- 
portant that  ever  happened  in  any  Age,  or  a- 
ny  Country,  Derry  ftood  forth  the  Bulwark 

of 
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of  the  Laws,  Religion,  and  Liberty,  of  this 
Nation  ;    to  Derry  we  all  owe,  in   a    great 
Meafure,  the  ample  and  peaceable  PofTeffion 
of  them  in  which  we  are  happy  at  this  Day  5 
and,  how  Derry  behaved,  during  the  late  In- 
furreclions,  we  need  not  be   told.     A  Series 
of  Acknowledgments  and  Thanks,   recorded 
in  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  from  its  firfl 
Inftitution,  to  the  prefent  Time,  are,  at  once, 
the   moft  authentic  Teftimony  of  the  diftin- 
guifhed  Merit  of  this  City,  and  its  moft  glori- 
ous and  permanent  Reward.     But,  though  all 
private  Encomium  may  be  precluded,  as  an 
Honour  to  Derry,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  indul- 
ged as  a  Pleafure  to  me,  and,  let  me  add,  to 
thofe,  alfo,  before  whom  I  fpeak ;  for,  I  am 
confident,  that,  among  all  who  hear  me,  there 
is  not  one,   who   would  not,  from  the   fame 
Motive,  and,  with  the  fame  Pleafure,   have 
fpoken  of  her  Citizens  as  I  have  done,  except 
where  my  Language  has  been  inadequate  to 
my  Ideas,   and    there,   I   am  confident,  they 
would  have  fupplied  the  DefecT:.     As   to  the 
Allegation,  and  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition, 
though,  as  I  obferved,  it  is  a  general  Benefit 
to  reward  Merit,  yet,   I  mud:  do  my  Confti- 
tuents  this  farther  Juftice  to  fay,  that,  if  what 
they  folicit,  had  not,  exclusive  of  this  Princi- 
ple, 


DAY  VIII.]     Affairs  of  IRELAND.        127 

pie,  been  a  national  Advantage,  they  would 
not  have  made  it  the  Object  of  their  Solicita- 
tion ;  that  Modefty  and  Moderation,  which 
are  the  infeperable  Concomitants  of  Merit, 
and  that  Uprightnefs,  and  Generofity  of  Mind, 
which  would  difdain  to  requeft  the  Applica- 
tion of  any  Part  of  the  public  Treafure  to  a 
private  Ufe,  would  have  prevented  them. 
The  Trade  of  the  City  of  Derry,  Sir,  is, 
within  thefe  few  Years,  greatly  increafed,  with 
Refpect  to  Imports  and  Exports  ;  the  (ingle 
Article  of  the  Linen  Manufacture,  amounts  to 
no  lefs  than  2Oo,ooo/,  per  Ann.  There  are,be- 
longing  to  this  Port,  four  and  twenty  Ships, 
from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  Tons 
burthen,  and,  I  believe,  there  are  very  few 
other  Ports,  in  the  Kingdom,  which  employ  as 
many  ;  but  the  Water  is  too  mallow,  even  at 
high  Tide,  to  float  thefe  Veflelsto  the  Quay; 
the  River,  alfo,  is  fo  narrow,  as  to  render  the 
Navigation  very  inconvenient,  fo  that  the 
Merchants  of  Derry  are  obliged  to  pay  eight 
Pence  a  Ton  for  Lighterage  of  all  Goods, 
both  in  and  out,  and  are  confiderable  Suffer- 
ers by  Rifque,  Damage,  and  Delay.  To 
render  this  Part  of  the  River  more  commo-* 
dious,  and  to  deepen  the  Channel,  will  re- 
quire about  i,6oo/.  by  the  beft  Computation 

that 
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that  can  be  made ;  the  Sum  is,  comparative- 
ly, very  fmall,  and  the  Advantage  will  be 
great,  not  only  to  Derry,  but  to  the  Nation  in 
general  ;  for  every  Encouragement  given  to 
Trade,  is  like  an  Addition  of  vital  Strength 
to  the  Heart,  which  is  immediately  diffufed 
to  the  remoteft  Parts  of  the  Body.  I,  there- 
fore, pray,  that  this  Petition  may  be  read. 

The  Petition  was  read  accordingly,  to  the 
Purport  as  fet  forth  above,  and,  it  was  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  ;  upon 
which  a  Committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly. 

A  Petition  of  Margaret  Afiivorth,  Widow 
of  Thomas  Afiworth,  late  of  Dennybrook,  in 
the  County  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  Linnen, 
Cotton,  Callico,  and  Paper  Printer,  deceafed  $ 
praying  Aid  to  enable  her  to  carry  on  thofe 
Manufactures,  was  prefented,  and  read. 

Mr  jf—  M—  then  moved,  that  it  might 
be  referred  to  a  Committee, 


Mr 
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Mr  E-  S-  P— . 

MrS , 

I  find  that  vaft  Numbers  of  People  have 
come  from  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  with 
Petitions  of  this  Kind,  praying  parliamentary 
Aid  to  carry  on  different  Manufactures ;  and, 
as  it  would  be  imprudent  to  detain  them  from 
their  Bufmefs,  and  cruel  to  keep  them  in  Suf- 
pence,  it  being  impoffible  to  gratify  half  of 
them,  I  think,  it  is  fit  we  fhould  know  the 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  with  Refpecl  to  Petitions, 
of  this  Kind  in  general  :  The  granting  of 
Money,  by  Parliament,  on  thefe  Occafions,  is 
a  Practice  but  of  late  Years  j  however,  I  con- 
fefs,  that  I  was  one  of  thofe  who  thought  it 
for  the  Benefit  of  Trade,  by  improving  vari- 
ous Manufactures  into  greater  Degrees  of 
Perfection  -,  but  Experience,  Sir,  from  which 
there  can  be  no  Appeal,  has,  at  length,  con- 
vinced me  that  I  was  miftaken,  and,  that  it  has 
produced  an  Effect  directly  oppofite  to  that 
which  was  intended ;  in  fome  Inftances  it 
has  put  an  End  to  the  very  Manufacture  it 
was  fuppofed  to  encourage,  and,  in  others, 
it  has  favoured  a  Monopoly,  and  repreffed  the 

Induftry 
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Induftry  of  many,  by  giving  to  a  few  an  un- 
due Superiority  over  them,  which  muft  al- 
ways be  the  Cafe,  when  large  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney are  poured  into  the  Hands  of  particular 
Perfons  ;  I  mean  large,  with  Refpect  to  the 
Circumftances  of  thofe  who  receive  them,  and 
fuch  have  been  the  fmalleft  that  Parliament 
has  thought  fit  to  grant.  I  am  very  fenfible, 
Sir,  that  Manufacturers  mould  be  encoura- 
ged by  all  poffible  Means,  and,  that  no  Ob- 
ject can  be  more  worthy  either  of  the  Atten- 
tion, or  the  Bounty,  of  Parliament.  It  is  im- 
poffible  that  many  mould  live,  where  few 
can  be  employed  ;  it  is  by  Labour,  only, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  a  civilized  Country 
Can  fubfift ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  impoffiblej 
that  any  civilized  Country  mould  be  popu- 
lous, -where  there  is  little  to  do.  As  no 
Country,  that  is  not  populous,  can  be  either 
flouriming  or  ftrong,  and,  as  it  is  manifeftly 
the  Intereft  of  every  Individual,  that  the 
Country,  in  which -he  lives,  mould  be  both,  it 
follows,  that  the  Encouragement  of  Manu- 
factures, by  which,  alone,  Multitudes  can  be 
employed,  is  effential  to  the  Profperity,  if  not 
to  the  very  Subfiftence  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  Principle,  therefore,  inftead  of  granting 
large  Sums,  to  particular  Perfons,  to  difpofe  of 

as 
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as  they  pleafe,  I  think  we  fhould  apply  them 
in  liberal  Premiums,  for  different  Manufac- 
tures, as  they  are  brought  to  Market,  in  Pro- 
portion to  their  ^Quantity  and  Excellence  • 
this  would  be  an  univerfal  Encouragement, 
and  would  diffufe  an  univerfal  Spirit  of  Dili- 
gence and  Emulation,  as  every  Man  would 
aTpire  to  gain  what  was  offered,  not  to  this,  or 
the  other  Individual,  but  to  whomfoever 
fhould  excel.  I  have,  myfelf,  within  this 
few  Days,  had  many  Petitions  of  the  fame 
Kind,  with  that  now  offered,  put  info  my 
Hand,  all  which  I  refufed  to  prefent,  and, 
mall  give  it  as  my  Opinion,  that  no  more 
mould  be  received,  and  that  one  only  mould  lie 
upon  the  Table,  to  determine  the  Fate  of  the 
reft. 

Mr  T —  M—  anfwered,  that  other  Petiti- 
ons, of  the  fame  Kind,  had  been  introduced^ 
without  being  objected  to  -,  that  he  thought 
it  very  hard  his  fhould  be  the  firft  that  was 
refufed,  and,  that  he  did  not  fee  why  he  fhould 
not  have  his  JOBS  done  as  well  as  another. 

Mr  E —  S—  P-,  in  reply,  declared,  up- 
on his  Honour,  that  this  was  the  firft  Petiti- 
on of  the  Kind  that  he  had  heard  introduced, 
K  ajid, 
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and,  that  if  he  had  been  prefent,  when  others 
were  introduced,  he  would  have  obje<3:ed  to 
them  ;  that  he  had  the  higheft  Refpetf:  for  the 
honourable  Member  who  introduced  this, 
and,  he  was  fo  far  from  meaning  any  Thing 
like  a  perfonal  Oppofition,  that  if  he  could 
bring  himfelf  to  fubmit  to  do  a  JOBB  at  all, 
he  would  do  his  JOBS  as  foon  as  any  Man's. 

The  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Peti- 
tion be  referred  to  a  Committee,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  Affirmative,  by  69  againft  55  ; 
and  a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Mr  E—S-  P-. 

MrS , 

As  I  mall  always  be  difpofed  to  fubmit  my 
private  Judgment  to  that  of  this  Houfe,  I  con- 
clude, that  I  had  made  a  wrong  Determina- 
tion, as  I  fee  the  Majority  is  againft  me,  and 
mall,  therefore,  prefent  many  Petitions, 
which  khave  been  offered  me,  and  which  I 
fhould,  otherwife,  have  refufed.  But,  not- 
withftanding  the  Divifion  for  reading  this  Pe- 
tition, I  am  perfuaded  that  many  Gentlemen, 
who  divided  for  it,  muft  be  extremely  forry 
to  fee  the  public  Money  lavimed  away  in 

JOBBS, 
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JOBBS,  which  might  be  other  wife  employed 
to  public  Advantage :  I  am  very  ibrry  that  I 
happened  not  to  be  prefent  when  the  firft 
Petition  of  this  Kind  was  introduced,  that  I 
might  have  objected  againft  it  j  but,  I  hope, 
fome  Method  will  ftill  be  found  to  fignify  the 
Difmclination  which,  I  am  fure,  the  Houfe 
has  to  thefe  Applications. 

4*  '  Dr  C—  £— , 

MrS , 

I  do  not  rife  up  to  oppofe  the  worthy 
Gentleman,  who  made  the  Motion  with  Re- 
fpect  to  the  Petition,  for,  I  believe,  the  utmoft 
that  he  requires,  is,  that  it  mould  be  referred 
to  a  Committee,  for  them  to  enquire  into  the 
Merits,  and  report  to  the  Houfe ;  but  I  am 
very  much  againft  Petitions  of  this  Kind,  in 
general^  and  fo>  I  hope,  every  Gentleman 
will  be,  who  recolledts  the  vaft  Sums  that 
have  been  granted  upon  them,  and  the  Ufe 
that  has  been  made  of  the  Money.  I  re- 
member, a  confiderable  Sum  was  given  laft 
Seffions  to  the  Proprietor  of  a  Glafs-Houfe 
on  the  Strand,  who,  the  Moment  he  got  if, 
inftead  of  fetting  himfelf  to  blow  Bottles,  fet 
his  Houfe  on  Fire,  blew  it  up,  and  then  went 
K  2  about 


134  Debates  relative  to  the  [DAY  VIII. 
about  his  Bufmefs.  Large  Sums  were  alfo 
given  to  the  Cambric  Manufactory,  and,  the 
next  Thing  we  heard  of  it,  was,  that  the 
Proprietors  were  Bankrupts.  One  Delamain 
got  Money  for  making  Rhone  Ware,  and  the 
Work  has  been  difcontinued  from  that  Time 
to  this.  The  Parliament  has,  alfo,  difpofed 
of  large  Sums,  for  the  like  Purpofes,  by  the 
Dublin  Society ;  and,  I  think,  fome  Enquiry 
fhould  be  made,  whether  the  Money,  with 
the  Difpofal  of  which  they  have  been  entruft- 
ed,  has  turned  to  a  better  Account  than  what 
we  distributed  ourfelves.  But  an  Incident 
has  happened,  Sir,  in  this  Debate,  much  more 
alarming  than  the  Mifapplication  of  Money 
granted  to  Manufacturers ;  a  Word  has  been 
ufed  as  a  Denilon  of  this  Houfe,  which  is  a 
Difgrace  to  Language,  as  it  expreffes  what 
cannot  exift  without  difgracing  human  Na- 
ture, by  the  moft  flagitious  Sacrifice  of  pub- 
lic to  private  Intereft,  under  a  Pretence  of 
Patriotifm,  and  Attention,  to  National  Advan- 
tages. I  have  heard,  Sir,  the  Word  JOBB, 
and,  I  have  heard  it  ufed  as  an  avowed  Name 
for  a  Meafure  recommended  to  Parliament, 
under  Colour  of  encouraging  a  Manufacture  : 
Do  Gentlemen,  then,  acknowledge  the  bring- 
ing in,  and  foliciting  JOBBS  ?  and,  do  the 

Mem- 
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Members  of  this  Houfe,  profeffedly,  do 
JOBBS  for  one  another,  inftead  of  fulfilling 
the  Truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  Conftitu- 
ents,  and  tranfacting  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Na- 
tion !  I  am  now,  unfortunately,  feated  be- 
tween two  Gentlemen  who  fyave  banded  the 
Word  JOBB  from  one  to  another  in  a  Senfe, 
and  Manner,  which  makes  it  juftly  to  be  ap- 
prehended, that  we  have  loft  not  only  Virtue, 
but  Shame  5  that  we  have  done  Evil  till  we 
have  miftaken  it  for  Good.  One  afks, 
"  Why  mould  not  I  have  my  JOBB  done,  as 
well  as  another  ?"  he  is  anfwered,  from  the 
oppoiite  Side  of  the  Houfe,  "  If  you  will  do 
my  JOBBS,  I  will  do  yours."  The  very  Air, 
Sir,  that  conveys  fuch  Sounds,  is  contaminat- 
ed, and  it  has  crofTed  me  till  it  has  made  me 
fick  j  the  Word  JOBB  is  not  only  an  odious, 
but  a  peftilential  Monofyllable,  and,  I  moft 
iincerely  hope,  that  1  fhall  never  again  hear  it 
mentioned  in  this  Houfe,  without  the  moft 
opprobrious  Epithets  that  can  pofTibly  be  in- 
vented, as  none  can  fufficiently  exprefs  its 
Turpitude  and  Malignity  *. 

K3  Mr 

*  Though  Dr  L — 's  Obfervations  were  juft,  with  Re- 
fpeft  to  Mr  M— ,  yet  he  has  miftaken  Mr  P —  -,  for 

Mr 
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Mr  R—  F-. 

MrS , 

As  I  perceive  many  Gentlemen  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  deviate,  confiderably,  from  the 
Matter  in  Debate,  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged 
in  a  fmall  Digreffion,  with  Refpedt  to  a  cer- 
tain Monofy liable,  which  has  greatly  affected 
a  Gentleman  at  the  other  End  of  the  Houfe  ; 
and,  he  himfelf  has  declared,  has  even  made 
him  fick  :  This  Monofyllable,  Sir,  is  the 
Name  of  a  certain  illegitimate  Child,  of  Put  • 
lick  Spirit,  whom  the  World  has  agreed  to 
call  JOBB.  He  is  well  known  in  this  Houfe, 
and,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  has  not  been  ill  receiv- 
ed in  it  j  permit  me,  therefore,  to  give  fome 
farther  Account  of  his  Defcent  and  Family, 
his  Character  and  Qualifications.  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  that  his  Mother  is  Publick 
Spirit  j  this  Lady,  though  me  is  defervedly 
efteemed  for  many  great  and  good  Qualities, 


Mr  P —  did  not  fay,  if  Mr  M—  would  do  his  JOBBS,  he 
would  do  Mr  M—  's  ;  but,  that  if  he  could  fubmitto  do 
a  JOBB  at  all,  he  would  as  foon  do  it  for  Mr  M--  as  for 
any  Man. 

is 
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is  known  to  have  a  Freedom  of  Principle, 
and  a  Warmth  of  Conftitutiony  which,  con- 
curring with  Opportunity,  fpecious  Preten- 
ces, and  folemn  AfTurances,  have  frequently 
fubverted  her  Chaftity,  and  feduced  her  to 
the  Embraces  of  the  meaneft  and  the  moft 
unworthy  Wretches  in  the  World  :  Among 
thefe  was  Self -Inter  eft,  by  whom  Publick 
Spirit  has  a  numerous  Iflue,  diftinguimed  by 
the  Name  of  JOBB  j  how  they  came  to  be  fo 
called  I  mall  not  at  prefent  enquire,  but,  it  is 
certain,  that,  as  to  their  outward  Appearance, 
they  greatly  refemble  their  Mother,  and  that, 
in  their  Principles  and  Difpolitions,  they  are 
altogether  like  their  Father.  Their  Refem- 
blance  to  Public  Spirit  has  enabled  them  to 
do  much  Mifchief,  by  executing  the  Projects 
of  Private  Inter  eft  ;  they  have  been  difper- 
fed  all  over  the  World,  and  have  acled  in  e- 
very  Sphere.  They  have  eftablimed  great 
Empires,  and  brought  them  to  Deftruction  ; 
they  have  placed  Monarchs  upon  a  Throne, 
and  banifhed  them  to  a  Defert ;  they  have 
appeared  in  the  Character  of  Alexanders, 
Bourbons,  and  Ravilliacs :  They  have  been 
adlive  both  in  Church  and  State,  from  the 
Minifter  to  the  Contractor,  from  the  Archbi- 
K  4  /hop 
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fliop  to  the  Curate,  from  the  Judge  to  the 
Newgate  Sollicitor,  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief  to  the  Quarter  Matter,  from  the  Court 
Phyfkian  to  the  Itinerant  Quack  j  they  have 
always  flourished  in  Proportion  to  the  Wealth 
and  Generofity  of  the  Country,  where  they 
have  refided ;  and,  though  this  Country  can- 
not boaft  to  have  been  vifited  by  many  of  the 
Offspring,  which  Public  Spirit  has  born  to  a 
worthy  Father,  yet  many  of  the  Jobbs,  her 
Children,  by  Self -Inter  eft,  have  come  over 
hither  from  a  neighbouring  Kingdom,  and 
have,  with  great  Succefs,  played,  both  upon 
our  Virtues  and  our  Weaknefs :  They  have 
flattered  us,  by  telling  us,  that  we  were  Rich ; 
and,  they  have  amufed  us,  by  pretending  to 
encreafe  our  Riches ;  they  have  applauded 
our  Generofity ;  and,  to  give  us  an  Opportu- 
nity of  mewing,  that  we  have  deferved  the 
Complement,  have  been  very  free  in  foliciting 
Favours ;  this  Opportunity  we  have  feldom 
failed  to  improve ;  we  have  lavifhed  upon 
them  whatever  they  required  ;  they,  in  re- 
turn have  gone  off  with  their  Booty,  exulting 
in  their  own  Cunning,  and  defpifing  our  Sim- 
plicity. 
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One  of  this  hopeful  Progeny,    who   hap- 
pened to  be  born  on  this  Side  of  the  Water, 
about  ten  Years  ago,  found  a  Hoard  of  Money, 
which,  ,as  is  a  common  Cafe,  betrayed  him 
into  ftrange  Inconfiftencies,  fo  that  fome  Per- 
fons  did  not  fcruple  to  fay,    he  was   beiide 
himfelf  j    it  was   his  Cuftom,  for  fome  time 
afterwards,  to  fally  forth,  attended  by  Drum- 
mers and  Trumpeters,   and  a  licentious?  and 
diforderly  Rabble,   crying  out,    in  a  difmal 
and  frantic   Tone,    O !  my    Country !    my 
bleeding  Country !    The  little  Boys  ran  away, 
crying  and  frighted,  and  the  Women  fell  into 
fits  j   but,  at  laft,  he  fat  down  with  his  AfTo- 
ciates  about  him,  treated  them  with  Whifky, 
and   Tobacco,    till  they   could  neither  fee, 
fpeak,  nor  ftir  ;    and,  declared,   that  Ireland 
was  the  happieft  Country  in  the  World,  that 
all  Minifters  were   Patriots,  and,  attended  to 
nothing  but  eftablifhing  Liberty,  and  reward- 
ing Merit  *, 

Some 


*  In  the  Year  1753,  it  was  difcovered,  that  there 
was  a  very  large  Sum  in  the  Treafury  unapplied,  and, 
for  which,  there  was  no  call ;  many  Perfons  arKedled 
great  Fears,  that  it  would  be  uncoaflitutionally  difpofed 

of. 
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Some  of  the  Family  of  the  Jobbs,  are  dill 
among  us,  and  endeavour  to  conceal  them- 
felves  under  borrowed  Names,  and  Charac- 
ters ;  but  it  is  moft  certainly  the  Duty,  and,  I 
moft  fmcerely  hope,  the  Inclination,  of  every 
Member,  of  this  auguft  AfTembly  to  detect, 
and  banim  them  for  ever. 

That  they  may  be  the  more  eaflly  difco- 
vered,  I  mail  mention  feveral  particular  Cha- 
racteriftics,  which,  by  a  penetrating  Eye,  may 
be  feen  through  all  their  Difguifes.  They 
very  often  aflume  their  Mother's  Name,  and 
pretend,  that  their  Father  was  Integrity,  a 
Gentleman  of  very  honourable  Defcent,  who, 
having  of  late  Times,  been  much  neglected, 
by  Perfons  of  Power  and  Intereft,  has  fallen 
into  Misfortunes,  and  been  obliged  to  play  at 
Hide  and  Seek,  fo  that  having  been  long  in 
Obfcurity,  nobody  knows  where  he  is.  This 
Pretence,  frequently  procures  them  great  Po- 


of. An  Oppofition  againft  the  Court  was  made,  by  a, 
numerous  Party,  but,  fome  time  afterwards,  finding 
themfelves  miftaken,  they  accepted  of  Court  Preferment, 
and  tacitly  acquiefced  in  Court  Meafures. 

pularity, 
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pularity,  of  which  they  are  very  fond ;    but, 
the  Fallacy  may  eafily  be  difcovered,   by  at- 
tending to  their  Conduct,  for  that  will  al- 
ways demonflrate  their  Relation  to  Self  Inte- 
reft,  from  whofe  Principles  alone  it  proceeds. 
They  fometimes  affect  a  violent  Paffion  for 
cultivating   the  Arts  of  Peace,  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Trade,  Shipping,  Manufactures, 
high  Roads,    and  Bridges ;  at   other  Times, 
they  are  very  bufy  in  Preparations  for  War, 
in  erecting  and  repairing  Fortifications,  Ram- 
parts, and  Barracks ;  and,  of  late,  they  have 
condefcended  to  amufe  themfelves  with  great 
Guns,  Haubitzers,  and  Mortars ;    with  Pow- 
der, and  Ball,  and  Fire,    and  Smoke;  with 
warlike  Peace,  and  peaceful  War ;    but  their 
true  Character  will  always  be  difcovered,   by 
a  Dilatorinefs  and  Inconliftency  of  Conduct, 
in  whatever  they  undertake.     They  are  al- 
ways zealous  and   in  hafle  to  begin  a  Work; 
but  they  d»  not  care  how  long  it  is  in  Hand, 
and  take  care,  to  do  all  in  their  Power  to  pre- 
vent its  being  finished.     They  will  alfo    be 
found,  frequently,  to  begin  their  Undertaking 
at  the  wrong  End ;   for  they  have  been  feen 
very  bufy  in  preparing  Implements  of  War, 
for  the  Defence  of  Fortifications,  before  there 
were  any  Fortifications  to  defend,      Their 

Paffion 
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Paflion  for  Land -Works  is  not  more  confpi- 
cuous  than  for  Water-Works.  Some  time 
ago,  they  were  exerting  all  their  Influence  to 
make  Inroads  into  the  Sea ;  they  were  build- 
ing Keys,  and  projecting  Piers  ;  crying  to  the 
Ocean  "  hitherto  (halt  thou  come,  and  here 
fhall  thy  proud  Waves  be  flayed  5"  but,  at 
prefent,  they  Teem  to  take  greater  delight  in 
the  more  gentle  and  innocent  Entertainment 
of  tracing  the  Meandering  of  Canals,  and  Ri- 
vers, through  Meads,  and  Lawns,  from  one 
great  City  to  another.  But  neither  is  Land 
nor  Water  fufficient  to  circumfcribe  their 
Projects ;  they  mount  the  Air,  and,  pretend 
to  erecl  Caftles,  for  the  Accommodation  of 
thofe  that  {hall  undertake  a  Journey  to  the 
Moon  -f-. 

As  to  the  Places  where  they  are  to  be 
found,  they  love  good  Company,  and  afTociate 
much  with  thofe,  in  whom  you  Gentlemen, 
place  great  Confidence ;  they  are  found  at  the 
Treafury  Board,  the  Linnen  Board,  the  Bar- 
jack  Board,  and,  in  fliort,  at  every  other 

f  Alluding  to  the  impra&ical  Schemes,  for  which, 
Money  has  been  obtained,  by  Cabal  and  Private  Inte-r 
reft. 

Poard  j 
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Board ;  nor  are  they  ever  to  be  miffed  at  Grand 
Juries,  or  Societies  that  have  the  Difpofal  of 
Money.  It  has  been  faid,  by  fome  that  they  have 
a  necromantic  Power,  which,  others  fuppofe 
to  have  been  long  fince  loft,  and,  which,  fome 
modern  Sceptics  fuppofe  never  to  have  exif- 
ted  :  It  is  infinuated,  that  they  may,  for 
ought  we  know  to  the  contrary,  be,  at  this 
Moment  floating  in  the  Air,  within  this  fa- 
cred  Rotunda  ;  that  they  may  appear  to  fome 
among  us,  like  the  Dagger  of  Macbeth^  with 
the  Handle  towards  us  j  but,  let  none  of  us 
fay  to  it,  as  he  did,  "  come,  let  me  clutch 
thee."  Let  us  fufpedt  the  Appearance  of 
every  "  questionable  Shape,"  and,  if  any 
JOBBS  approach  in  their  own,  whether  they 
attempt  to  flip  in  at  the  back  Door,  to  pop 
from  behind  the  Arras,  or  to  ikulk  privately 
in  it ;  or  whether,  hoping  to  pafs  unfufpecled, 
by  appearing  to  have  nothing  to  fear,  they 
may  boldly  endeavour  to  enter  in  front,  let 
us  unite  at  once,  to  feize,  and  to  expel  them, 
as  Pefts  of  Society,  and  Traitors,  to  the  State, 
with  all  the  Ignominy  and  Contempt  that  is 
their  due. 

The  R— t  H-ble  Mr  B-  M-,  moved, 
that  the  Committee  appointed  to  conlider  the 

Peti- 
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Petition,  of  Mary  Ajhivorth^  fhould  fit  in 
the  Houfe,  and,  that  it  fhould  take  into  Con- 
iideration  all  the  Petitions  of  the  fame  Kind, 
praying  Encouragement,  for  carrying  on  Arts 
and  Manufactures. 

Some  other  Member,  alfo  moved,  that  this 
Committee  mould  always  fit  in  the  Houfe* 
and,  not  as  ufual,  in  the  Speaker's  Chamber ; 
in  Order  that  the  Tranfadtions  might  be  the 
more  publicly  known,  becaufe,  it  fometimes 
happened  that  three  or  four  Friends  of  the 
Party  got  together,  and,  agreed  to  juft  what 
they  pleafed  j  and,  becaufe,  the  Houfe  feldom 
thought  fit  to  differ  from  their  Committee  -, 
it  was  added,  that  the  more  public  the  In- 
quiry into  the  Utility  of  allotting  the  publick 
Money  to  particular  Purpofes  was  made  the 
better. 

The  H— ble  E—  S — ,  reprefented,  that 
very  great  Inconveniency,  and  Danger,  fre- 
quently rofe,  to  the  Subjects  of  this  King- 
dom, from  the  Neglect  of  the  Mafters  of 
Ships  trading  to  England,  who,  neither  pro- 
vided a  proper  Number  of  Hands,  to  navigate 
the  VefTel,  nor  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Ne- 
ceflaries,  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  Life,  if  the 

Ship 
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Ship  happened  to  be  a  few  Days  longer  in 
her  Voyage  than  ufual,  by  bad  Weather, 
which,  frequently  drove  her  out  of  her 
Courfe  ;  particularly,  Candles  and  frefh  Wa- 
ter -,  he  faid,  that,  he  was  himfelf,  a  PafTen- 
ger,  very  lately,  on  board  the  Lively,  and, 
that  the  Danger,  and  Diftrefs,  which  he,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Paflengers  fuffered,  by  the 
Want  of  thofe  Articles  was  inexpreffible ; 
that  the  Terror  they  felt  from  the  Danger  of 
the  Storm  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
their  fuffering  for  want  of  Water,  and  their 
dread  of  periming  by  Thirft  ;  he,  therefore, 
prayed  that  he  might  have  leave  to  bring  in 
the  Heads  of  a  Bill,  to  prevent  fuch  Evils  for 
the  future. 

"  Ordered,  that  leave  be  given,  to  bring  in 
Heads  of  a  Bill,  for  the  better  Regulation  of 
fuch  Ships  as  Trade  between  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and, 
for  making  it  penal,  for  the  Mafters  and 
Commanders  of  fuch  Veffels,  to  proceed  to 
Sea,  without  a  fufficient  Number  of  able 
Sea-men,  to  navigate  them,  and  a  compe- 
tency of  Bread,  Water,  and  Candles,  for  the 
Number  of  Paffengers  and  Hands  on  Board, 
allowing,  even  for  the  Chance  of  a  tedious 
Pailaee.  WED- 
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WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  3,  1763. 
NINTH    DAY. 


THERE  was  a  Meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of    Accounts,  of  which   Mr 
y  —  £—  ,  Senior,  was  Chairman,  when  there 
arofe  the  following  Debate  : 

The  R—  t  H—  ble  Mr  P—  r~,  the  A.  G.- 

Mr S  -  , 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  propofe,  that  the 
Facts,  which  I  (hall  now  lay  before  you,  be 
made  part  of  your  Report  to  the  Houfe  :  The" 
Fads  are  thefe  :  In  the  Year  1729,  it  was 
found,  that  the  ufual  Supplies  had  not  beenfuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  the  Exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment ;  to  make  good  the  Deficiency,  there- 
fore, 200,000  /.  was  raifed,  by  Parliament, 
in  the  fubfequent  Seffions,  after  the  ufual 
Manner  :  When  this  Sum  came  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  Year  1731,  the  Publick 
got  Credit  for  Six-pence  in  the  Pound  out  of 
it,  fuch  a  Deduction  being  made  from  all 
publick  Money,  when  it  goes  out  of  the  Trea- 

fury. 
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fury.  This  Deduction  of  Six-pence  in  the 
Pound,  from  the  Hereditary  Revenue,  is  paid 
as  a  Fee  or  Perquifite  to  the  Vice  Treafurer  3 
but,  the  Deduction  of  Six-pence  in  the  Found, 
from  the  Additional  Duties,  has  always  been 
made  an  additional  Aid  to  Government,  and 
the  Treafury  has  been  made  Debtor  for  it 
accordingly.  The  public  Accounts  were 
paiTed  the  fame  Year,  and,  this  faving  of  Six- 
pence in  the  Pound,  upon  the  200,000  /.  ad- 
ditional Duty,  was  voted  and  allowed  as  an 
Aid  to  Government,  nor  did  the  Vice  Trea- 
furer pretend  to  lay  any  Claim  to  it. 

The  fame  Year,  it  was  alfo  found  Necef- 
fary,  to  raife  the  farther  additional  Duty  of 
ioo,ooo/.  and  this  Sum  being  accounted  for 
in  the  Year  1733,  the  laving  of  Six-pence  a 
Pound  upon  it,  like  that,  upon  the  other 
200,000 /.  was  placed  as  a  farther  Aid,  and, 
this  has  been  the  conftant  Practice,  and  vot- 
ed as  fuch  from  Seffions  to  Seffions. 

In  the  Year  17^9,  the  Sum  of  1 50,000 /. 
was  raifed,  and  a  Vote  of  Credit  given  for 
200,000 /.  more  :  This  200,000 /.  was  raif- 
ed in  the  fubfequent  Year,  and  the  Deputy 
Vice-Treafurer  thought  proper  to  pay  the 
L 
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Deduction  of  Six-pence  in  the  Pound  out  of 
it,  to  the  Vice-Treafurer,  inftead  of  retaining 
it  in  his  Hands,  as  a  farther  Aid  to  Govern- 
ment 

In  the  Year  1761,  the  public  Accounts 
were  paffed,  and,  by  fome  Miftake,  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Six-pence  in  the  Pound,  upon 
200,000 /.  being  the  Surn  of  5,000 /.  to  the 
Vice  Treafurer,  was  allowed,  and  the  Deputy 
Vice  Treafurer  was  not,  as  ufual,  made  ac- 
countable for  it  as  an  Aid  to  Government. 

Sometime  afterwards,  however,  I  applied 
to  the  Deputy- Vice-Treafurer,  and  told  him, 
that  I  did  not  think  him  fafe,  in  having  paid 
the  5,000  /.  to  the  Vice  Treafurer,  it  being 
my  Opinion,  that,  as  the  200,000 /.  from 
which  it  was  a  Deduction,  had  been  raifed  upon 
a  Vote  of  Credit,  and  was  an  additional  Duty, 
the  Poundage  ought  to  have  been  made  a 
faving  to  the  Government,  as  all  Poundage 
upon  additional  Duties  had  actually  been,  in 
all  preceding  Times,  and,  that,  though  the 
Accounts  had  been  pafled  by  Parliament,  yet 
they  might  be  over-hauled,  and,  he  might  be 
made  Debtor  to  the  Treafury,  for  the  Money, 
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and  obliged  to   pay  it.     This,   I  thought   it 
my  Duty,   as  a  Servant  of  the   Crown,   to 
do  j    and    the    Deputy- Vice-Treafurer    was 
fo   fenfible   of  the  Weight  of  what  I  faid, 
that  he  thought  proper  to  make  Stoppages 
for  his  own  Indemnification   of  two  Thirds 
of  the  Sum  he  had  paid,   from  a  Ballance 
in  his  Hands,   due  to  two  Vice-Treafurers, 
and  he  would  have  flopped  the  other  Third, 
from  a  third  Vice-Treafurer,  but,  he  being 
out  of  Office,  the  Deputy  had  no  Ballance 
due   to  him    in  his   Hands;    to  this   Gen- 
tleman, however,  who,  was  then  in  England^ 
he  wrote  a  Letter,    flating  the  Fact,  and  re- 
lating   my  Opinion ;    upon   this,    the    Vice 
Treafurers  took  an  Opinion  in  that  Kingdom, 
and  filed  a  Bill  in  Chancery  againfl  the  De- 
puty, in  order  to  recover  the  Money  he  had 
flopped ;  to  this  Bill  they  made  me,  as  A — 
G— ,  a  Party,  and  I  freely  confefs,   that  hi- 
therto I  have  put  in  no  Anfwer  to  it,  for,  as 
the  Queilion  litigated,  relates  to  the  Difpofal 
of  public  Money,   I  thought  the  Parliament 
had  the  beft  Right  to  determine  it. 

L  2  The 
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The  R-t  H— ble  F—  A—. 

Mr  S , 

I  am  very  forry  to  fay,   that,  I  cannot  but 
draw  a  Concluficn,    diredly  oppofite  to  that 
of  the    worthy  Gentleman   who  fpoke  laft, 
from  the  very  fame  Premifes ;  for,  it  appears 
to  me,    from  the  whole  of  what  he  has  faid, 
that  it  would  be  in  thehigheft  Degree  impro- 
per, and  unbecoming,  for  the  Houfe,  to  inter- 
fere in  the  Queftion,  which  he  would  recom- 
mend to  its  determination.     The  honourable 
Gentleman,  has  very  freely  confefled,  that  he 
has  obftru&ed  the   common  Courfe  of  Juf- 
tice,   by  a  wilful  and   intended   delay  ;   but 
mail  we  take   Advantage  of  fuch  delay,   to 
preclude  the   Determination  of  a  Court,  to 
which  the   Parties  have  regularly  appealed  ? 
Does  it  become  us  to  wreft  a  Suit  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  to  fore- 
judge a  Caufe,  that  has  been  properly  brought 
before  it  ?     Befides,  Sir,  the  very  Pretence  for 
taking  this  Affair  out  of  the  Jurifdiction,  into 
which  it  is  properly   brought,   is  fallacious. 
The  Vice-Treafurer,  by  Virtue  of  the  Patent, 
which   he   holds  under  the  Sanction  of  the 

Laws 
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Laws  of  this  Kingdom,  is  intitled  to  a  Poun- 
dage of  Six-pence  in  twenty  Shillings,  out  of 
all  Monies  paid  out  of  theTreafury,  if  there  is 
not  an  exprefs  Refolution  of  this  Houfe  to  the 
contrary ;  now,  it  is  not  pretended,  that  there 
was  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  againft  it, 
with  Refpedt  to  the  Sum  in  Queftion,  and 
indeed,  the  contrary  appears  by  inconteftible 
Evidence,  for  the  Poundage  has  actually  been 
allowed  by  the  Houfe,  and  no  Man  can  flip- 
pofe  the  Houfe  would  allow  a  Deduction,  that 
had  been  made  contrary  to  its  exprefs  Refo- 
lution. But,  as  there  has  been  no  Refolution 
againft  this  Deduction,  neither  is  it  equitable 
that  there  mould,  for,  it  is  no  more  than  a 
reafonable  Salary  to  the  Vice-Treafurers,  and, 
is  made  from  the  Individuals,  only,  that  re- 
ceive Money  from  the  Exchequer,  and,  not 
from  the  Public,  who  would  be  charged  with 
a  Salary,  for  thefe  Officers,  if  they  were  not 
paid  by  this  more  equitable,  and  lefs  burden- 
fome  Method.  They  are  intitled  to  this  Mo- 
ney, raifed  in  this  Manner,  by  the  Adi:  of  Par- 
liament, under  which  they  hold  their  Patent  j 
and  they  have  received  this  Money  by  the 
Execution  of  that  Ad ;  and  can  we,  by  any 
Refolution,  fay,  that  this  Adi:  ought  not  to 
Jiave  been  executed  ?  or,  that  it  fhall  not  be 
L  3  exe- 
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executed    for  the  future  ?     An  Act,  indeed^ 
may  be  repealed,  but  the  Execution  of  it  can 
never  be  fufpended,    while    it  continues  in 
force,  without  the  Exertion  of  an  unconftitu- 
tional  and  rebellious  Power,  which  mufc  ne- 
cefTarily   throw   all    Things   into  Confufion. 
Neither  is  it  the  Province  of  this   Houfe  to 
explain  the  Laws,  otherwife  than  by    new 
Statutes  properly  pafled   for   that  End ;  the 
Courts  of  Law  are  appointed  for  this  Purpofe, 
and  to  them  the  Subject  is,   by  the  Inftituti- 
on  of  his  Country,  to  apply :     Nor,  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  is  the  Object  worthy  of  parlia- 
mentary Notice,   being  only  a  paltry  Sum  of 
about  five  thoufand  Pounds.     It  was,  indeed, 
the  Object  of  parliamentary  Attention,  when 
it  came  regularly  before  the  Parliament,  con- 
nected with  other   Matters  of  greater  Impor* 
tance  ;    and  the  Parliament,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,    confirmed   the  Difpofition  of    it, 
which  is  now  controverted  j   if  the  Refoluti- 
ons  of  any  former  SefHons  are  to  be  review- 
ed, and  we  are  to  undo  this  Seffions  what  we 
did  laft,   I  do  not  fee,  why  we   may  not  go 
back  twenty  Years>   or,  bring  the  Authority 
of  our  Refolutions  into  Queflion,   from  the 
Time  that  Refolutions  were  firft   made.     If 
j£  was  lawfpl  to  take  Cognizance  of  this  Af- 
fair, 
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fair,  in  wrong  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to 
which  the  Parties  have  appealed,  yet,  I  think, 
we  mould  be  bound  to  eftablifti  our  Refolu- 
tion,  both  for  our  own  Honour,  and,  in  Juf- 
tice  to  the  Gentlemen  it  concerns ;  for  it 
would  furely  be  a  piteous  and  cruel  Cafe,  to 
make  Gentlemen  refund,  what  we  have  'al- 
lowed them  as  their  Right,  and  what,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  Allowance,  they  have  re- 
ceived and  fpent.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
clearly  of  Opinion,  that  the  Houfe  mould  do 
nothing  in  the  Affair. 

Sir  £—  C— . 

MrS , 

As  I  always  liften,  with  the  greateft  Atten- 
tion, to  the  Arguments  of  that  learned  Gen- 
tleman, nothing  that  he  fays  efcapes  me,  and, 
I  fhall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  trace  him 
ftep  by  ftep,  and  offer  my  Thoughts, 
upon  the  very  fame  Points,  which  he  has 
made  the  Subject  of  his  own.  I  mail,  how- 
ever, begin  where  he  has  ended,  and,  as  he 
has  thought  fit  to  fay  it  would  be  a  cruel,  and 
pitiable  thing,  to  bring  the  Vice-Treafurers  to 
.an  Account,  for  what  they  have  fpent,  I  think 
L  4  .  ti 
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it  would  be  proper  to  afcertain  how  far  they 
are  Objects  of  Commiseration,  and,  therefore, 
move,  that  the  proper  Officer  do  lay  before 
the  Houfe,  an  Account  of  the  Sums  that  have 
been  paid  to  the  Vice-Treafurers,  as  Salaries 
for  feven  Years  laft  paft ;  we  ihall  then  know, 
not  only  how  far  they  are  to  be  pitied,  but 
how  far  the  want  of  fufficient  Salaries  will 
juftify  their  having  5,ooo/.  of  the  public 
Money,  which,  except  in  this  iingle  Inftance, 
they  never  had  before.  The  honourable 
Gentleman,  has,  indeed,  told  us,  that  it  is  a 
reafonable  Salary,  and,  he  would  perfuade  us 
that  the  Public  does  not  pay  it,  becaufe,  it  is 
raifed  by  Deductions  from  Sums  received  by 
.Individuals  out  of  the  Treafury  ;  according  co 
him,  granting  it  to  be  a  reafonable  Salary,  the 
Publick  actually  laves  5,000  /.  (which  it 
would  be  other  wife  taxed  to  pay  this  Salary,) 
by  the  ingenious  Contrivance  of  mulcting 
thofe,  who  have  Claims  on  the  Treafury. 
Whether  this  Sum  is  a  reafonable  Part  of  their 
Salary  now,  will  be  heft  determined,  when 
the  Amount  of  their  Salary  fhall  be  known, 
but  their  Salary  was  certainly  thought  fuffi- 
cient  without  it,  both  by  their  Matters,  and 
fchemfelves,  from  the  Time  of  the  Eftablifh- 
pient  of  their  Office,  till  the  paffing  of  their 
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taft  Accounts.  As  to  the  Pretence,  that,  if 
they  receive  this  Increafe  of  Wages,  by  a 
Poundage  from  Individuals,  the  Public  will 
not  pay  it;  a  Moment's  Consideration  will 
{hew  it  to  be  a  Fallacy.  This  Poundage 
muft  be  applied,  either  as  an  additional  Aid  to 
Government,  or  an  Increafe  of  Salary  to  the 
Vice-Treafurer.  If  it  is  applied  as  an  additi- 
onal Aid  to  Government,  the  Public  necefla- 
rily  faves  a  Sum  equal  to  its  Amount ;  for  if, 
inftead  of  being  applied  as  an  additional  Aid, 
it  is  paid  as  an  Increafe  of  Salary,  the  Public 
muft  raife  fuch  a  Sum,  to  replace  it  in  the 
Treafury ;  fo  that,  as  long  as  this  Poundage  is 
paid  to  Vice-Treafurers,  fo  long  the  Publidc 
muft  pay  juft  as  much  as  that  amounts  to, 
more  than  they  would  pay  if  the  Poundage 

was  applied   as  an  Aid  to  Government. 

But,  we  are  farther  told,  that  we  ought  not 
to  bring  the  Vice-Treafurers  to  an  Account 
for  an  unjuft  Application  of  public  Money, 
becaufe  it  is  now  feveral  Years  fince  the  pub- 
lic Money  was  mif-applied  ;  I  confefs  this  is 
the  firft  Time  I  ever  heard  that  the  Age  of  a 
Crime  ought  to  be  its  Protection.  Give  me 
leave  to  fay,  that  it  is  the  indifpenfible  Duty, 
as  well  as  the  moft  important  Privilege  of 
this  Houfe,  to  enquire  into  the  Diftribution 

of 
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of  public  Money,  and  to  take  Cognizance  of 
the  Mif-application  of  it,  at  any  Time  paft, 
however  remote,  if  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  re- 
covering the  Sum,  or  puniming  the  Offender. 
If  Sir  William  Robin fon,  who  was  fo  long 
ago  difmiiTed  from  his  Office,  for  corrupt 
Practices,  was  in  being,  and  had  wherewithall 
to  fatisfy  the  Public,  we  mould  be  inexcufa- 
ble,  if  we  did  not  compell  him  to  do  it.  I 
intend  to  fet  on  foot  an  Enquiry  myfelf,  with 
Refpect  to  feven  thoufand  Pounds  that  was 
not  accounted  for  in  the  Year  1742  j  and,  if 
Length  of  Time  mould  not  be  allowed  to 
fcreen  Guilt,  neither  mould  the  Neglect  of 
thofe,  whole  Bufinefs  it  is  to  detect  it,  deter 
others  from  the  Attempt.  The  Neglect  of 
that  Seffions,  which  pafTed  the  Accounts,  in 
which  the  Sum  in  queftion  was  mifapplied, 
gives  no  Sanction  to  the  Mifapplication  :  Is 
our  having  once  done  wrong,  a  Reafon  that 
we  mould  never  do  right  ?  On  the  contrary, ' 
it  is  the  Duty  of  this  Parliament  to  rectify 
the  Miftakes  of  former  Parliaments  ;  and,  I 
think,  that  he  who  labours  to  find  Caufes 
why  this  Houfe  mould  not,  to  the  utmofl, 
fulfill  its  Truft,  with  Refpect  to  the  Confi- 
dence which  the  Public  has  repofed  in  it,  by 
making  it  the  Keeper  of  its  Purfe,  does  cot 
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ad:  as  the  Friend  of  his  Country.     The  Fact, 
at  prefent  before  us,  is  this ;  the  Vice-Trea- 
furers,  and  their  Deputy,  who  are  Servants  of 
the  Public,    have  a    Difpute  among  them- 
felves  about  the  Difpofal  of  public  Money ; 
of  Money  which  this  Houfe  has  put  into  their 
Hands  for  particular  Purpofes,  and,  inftead  of 
applying  to  this  Houfe,  to  know  what  thofe 
Purpofes  were,  they  carry  their  Dilpute  into 
a  Court  of  Law  ;  and,  (hall  we  acquiefce^in  a 
Meafure,  in  which  we  are  fo  contemptuoufly 
paused  by,  and  which  fo  eflenttally  affects  us, 
with  Refpect  to    our  higheft  Privilege  and 
greateft  Truft  ?     Surely  Mr  A —  G —  acted 
with  the  utmoft  Propriety,   with  the  greateft 
Attention  to  his  Duty,    and  the  higheft  Re- 
gard to   the  Honour  of  this  Houfe,  by  pre- 
venting the  Determination  of  this  Queftion  in 
Chancery,  before  we  had  an   Opportunity  of 
taking  Cognizance  of  it  ourfelves.     The  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  has  told 
us,  that  the  Vice-Treafurers  are  intitled  to  this 
Money  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which 
they  hold  their  Patent ;  and  that  we  cannot 
condemn,  or  fufpend,  the  Execution  of  an  Act 
otherwife  than  by  repealing  it.     But,  does  not 
this  Gentleman  know,  that,  to    fay   they  are 
jntitled  to  the  Money,  under  an  Act  of  Parlia- 

jnent, 
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ment,  is  begging  the  very  Queflion  in  difpute  ? 
Does  he  think  the  Parties  are  applying 
to  a  Court  of  Chancery,  to  know  whether 
an  Acl:  of  Parliament  fhall  be  executed  or 
not  ?  If  this  Houfe  has  no  Power  to  fufpend 
the  Execution  of  a  Law  of  the  Land,  does  he 
think  any  fuch  Power  is  claimed,  or  fuppofed 
to  be  claimed,  by  a  Court  of  Chancery  ? 
The  Patent  of  the  Vice-Treafurer  was  made, 
when  no  public  Money  was  raifed  here  but 
the  hereditary  Revenue,  when  there  was  no 
fuch  Thing  as  additional  Aids,  and,  therefore, 
this  .hereditary  Revenue  could  only  be  in- 
tended by  the  Spirit  of  the  Law,  which  then 
enacled,  that  the  Vice-Treafurer  fhould  have 
Six-pence  in  the  Pound  out  of  all  Monies  if- 
fuing  out  of  the  Exchequer.  That  this  was 
the  Spirit  of  the  Law,  and  always  underftood 
to  be  fo,  will  appear  from  the  uninterrupted, 
and  uniform  Practice  of  Parliament,  for  no 
lefs  than  fixty  Years ;  for,  fo  long  ago  as  the 
Year  1703,  a  Saving  was  made  of  Six-pence 
in  the  Pound,  upon  all  additional  Duties,  and 
this  Saving  has  been  regularly  continued,  till, 
by  the  Precipitation,  or  Connivance,  of  the  laft 
Seffions,  it  was  loft.  If  the  Houfe '  hitherto 
has  had  a  Right  to  determine  how  the  Six- 
pence in  the  Pound,  on  additional  Supplies, 

iliould 
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mould  be  difpofed  of,  how  comes  it  that 
they  have  not  a  Right  now  ?  and,  if  it  has  hi- 
therto been  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe,  that  this 
Deduction  mould  be  a  Saving,  and  that  it  was 
not  a  neceflary  Encreafe  of  the  Vice-Treafu- 
rer's  Salary,  what  mould  make  it  not  the 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  now  ?  Is  it  upon  the 
Principle,  that  "  to  them  that  have  it  (hall  be 
given  j"  is  the  great  Increafe  of  the  Vice- 
Treafurer's  Revenue,  in  other  Refpeds,  a  Rea- 
fon  why  it  mould  be  increafed  ft  ill  more,  by 
5, coo/,  taken  out  of  the  public  Purfe  ?  Is  it 
becaufe  the  Vice-Treafurers  are  Englijbmcn> 
and  will  fpend  their  Revenue  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Water  !  or  is  it,  becaufe  the  Em- 
ployment is  fo  great  that  it  is  divided  among 
three,  and  becaufe  the  Difpofal  of  it  will  cre- 
ate a  minifterial  Dependance,  in  Proportion 
to  its  Revenue  and  importance  ?  or  is  there 
any  other  Reafon  why  5,ooo/.  of  the  public 
Money  fhould  be  now  thrown  into  the  Lap 
of  Servants,  who  were  moft  amply  paid  be- 
fore, and  who,  till  now,  never  claimed  or  ex- 
pected, fo  unmerited  and  unnecefTary  an  Ad- 
dition to  their  Income  ;  but  this  'Sum,  howe- 
ver large,  as  the  Increafe  of  a  Servant's  Wages, 
is  faid  to  be  unworthy  the  Attention  of  Parli- 
ament :  I  am,  however,  equally  concerned 

and 
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and  furprized,  to  find  that  any  Perverfion  of 
parliamentary  Purpofes,  any  Mifapplication  of 
public  Money,  any  Meafure,  injurious  to  our 
Privileges,  or  derogatory  from  our  Honour, 
fhould  be  thought  unworthy  of  our  Notice : 
Thefe  Things  are  important  from  their  Na- 
ture, not  their  Degree.  The  fmalleft  Injury 
offered  to  the  Public,  or  to  this  Houfe,  is  of 
more  Moment  than  the  greateft  Injury  that 
one  Individual  can  do  to  another  ;  as  only  to 
imagine  the  Death  of  the  King,  is,  by  our 
Laws,  confidered  to  be  a  greater  Crime  than 
the  a6tual  Murder  of  a  Subject.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  am  clearly  and  fully  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Fadts,  ftated  by  Mr  A—  G— ,  (hould 
be  reported  to  the  Hpufe. 

The  R— t  H— ble  Mr  F—  A-. 

MrS— , 

I  am  extreamly  obliged  to  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  for  the  Attention 
that  he  is  pleafed  to  fay,  he  always  pays  me, 
and  yet  I  could  wifli  it  were  ftill  greater,  for, 
at  prefent,  it  has  not  been  fufficient  to  take 
my  meaning.  I  did  not  fay,  that  the  Age  of 
Crimes  mould  protect  them  from  Enquiry  and 

PB- 
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Punimment,  nor  had  I  any  Ideas  in  my  Mind 
that  could  prompt  me  to  fay  it,  for,  I  never 
coniidered  the  Vice-Treafurers,  as  being  guil- 
ty of  a  Crime,  in  the  Appropriation  of  the 
Poundage,  on  the  additional  Supplies,  and  the 
principal  Purport  of  what  I  faid,  was,  to  mew 
that  I  thought  it  their  due.  Neither  did  I 
fay,  that  they  were  Objects  of  Pity,  I  faid,  it 
was  a  Pity  that  Juftice  mould  be  impeded  in 
its  legal,  regular,  and  proper  Courfe.  I  am  fo 
far  from  thinking  Vice-Treafurers  Objects  of 
Pity,  that  I  think  there  is  the  greateft  Reafon 
to  confider  them  as  Objects  of  Envy  ;  but,  I 
(hall  for  ever  adhere  to  the  Opinion,  that,  for 
this  Houfe  to  interfere  with  the  Courts  of 
Juftice,  is  of  very  dangerous  Confequence  j 
with  the  Courts  of  Law  they  mould  certain- 
ly co-operate,  and  place  a  Confidence  in  them, 
if  it  was  only  for  Example  fake,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  encreafe  their  Influence,  and  the  Re- 
verence, that  is  paid  them,  as  the  Adminiftra- 
tors  of  Juftice,  whofe  Office  it  is,  by  the  very 
Conftitution  of  our  Government,  to  explain 
the  Laws  made  by  this  Houfe,  and  carry  them 
jnto  Execution. 


Sir 


1 62         Debates  relative  to  the       [DAY  IX. 

Sir.R—   C— . 

MrS , 

I  think  it  a  Duty,  that  I  owe  to  that  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  to  fuppofe  his  meaning 
Was,  what  he  now  explains  it  to  be  j  but  I 
think  it  alfo  a  Duty  due  to  myfelf,  to  obferve, 
that  his  Words  did  not  exprefs  the  Meaning, 
which  he  has  •  now  explained  ;  he  faid,  that 
he  thought  the  Refolutions  of  a  former  Sef- 
fions,  ought  not  to  be  reviewed ;  and  does  not 
this  plainly  imply,  that,  if  that  Refolution 
juftified  a  Crime,  the  Crime  muft  remain  juf- 
tified  ?  whether  a  Crime  has  been  committed 
or  not,  is  the  Matter  to  be  determined,  by  the 
very  Review  that  he  would  prevent  5  but,  he 
faid,  he  thought,  that  if  we  took  Cognizance 
of  the  fame  Queftion  again,  we  ought  to  de- 
termine, as  we  have  determined  already,  and, 
what  is  this  but  faying,  that,  having  once 
done  Wrong,  we  ought  never  to  do  Right  ?  he 
faid,  alfo,  that  it  would  be  a  piteous  and 
cruel  Cafe,  to  make  Gentlemen  refund  Money 
they  had  been  allowed  to  take,  and,  which, 
they  had,  in  confequence  of  that  Allowance, ^ 
fpent  already  j  and,  furely,  Gentlemen  in  a 

piteous 
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piteous  Cafe,  are  Objects  of  Pity  ;  however, 
if  thefe  Officers,  according  to  the  Opinion 
now  explained,  are  Objects  not  of  Pity,  but  of 
Envy,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  can  in- 
duce the  honourable  Gentleman  to  make 
them  ftill  more  fo,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Public,  at  the  Expence  of  this  poor  Country, 
from  which  they  already  draw  fo  considerable 
a  Sum  todiffipate  in  another.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  muft  declare,  that -I  fee  no  Reafon  from  any 
Thing  that  Gentleman  has  faid,  to  change 
my  Opinion,  that  this  Houfe  mould  be  zea- 
lous, on  all  Occafions,  to  maintain  its  undoubt- 
ed Right  of  ordering  the  Difpofal  of  publick 
Money,  and  that  no  other  Part  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  much  lefs  a  Court  of  Law,  mould  in- 
termeddle with  it. 

The  R— t  H— >ble  Mr  N—  C-,  D- 
V —  T — ,  got  up,  in  his  Place,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  as  the  200,000  /.  raifed  on 
the  Vote  of  Credit,  went  out  of  the  Treaftu 
ry,  he  charged  the  Fees  on  it  to  the  Account 
of  the  Vice-Treafurers,  and,  on  fettling  the 
Accounts,  paid  them  the  Ballance.  He  ob' 
ferved,  that  no  Objection  was  made  to  this,  on 
palTing  the  Accounts  j  but,  he  faid,  that,  in  a 
Converfation  with  the  Attorney,  and  Sollici- 
M  tor-. 
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tor-General,  he  found  Reafon  to  doubt  whe- 
ther he  was  fafe  in  what  he  had  done,  not- 
withstanding  the  Accounts  had  been  pafled, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  flopped,  from  the  next 
Payment,  to  two  of  the  Vice-Treafurers, 
their  Proportions  of  the  Poundage  they  had 
received,  on  the  Sum  in  QuefUon,  and  that  he 
would  have  done  fo  with  Refpedt  to  Mr  E — 
the  third,  but  he  being  gone  out  of  Office, 
there  was  no  Money  in  Hand  belonging  to 
him  out  of  which  the  Stoppage  could  be 
made.  He  faid,  alib,  that  the  two  former 
had  taken  the  Opinion  of  the  Attorney  and 
Sollicitor-General,  in  E.ngland>  upon  the  Cafe, 
and,  by  their  Advice,  had  filed  a  Bill  in  Chan- 
cery here  againft  him,  to  recover  the  Money 
he  had  flopped,  and  that  they  had  made  the 
Attorney-General  a  Party  to  the  Bill ;  he  ad- 
ded, that  Mr  £ —  had  written  him  Word, 
that,  if  the  Suit  in  Chancery  went  againft  the 
Vice-Treafurers,  he  would  refund  the  Mo- 
ney. ' 

The  S—  G —  gave  his  Opinion,  that  the 
Tranfaclion  fhould  be  taken  Notice  of  by  the 
Committee,  and  reported  to  the  Houfe,  and 
this  was  agreed  to  without  a  Divifion. 

Sir 
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Sir  R —  C —  reprefented,  that  many  In- 
conveniencies  might  happen,  and  that,  in  ge- 
neral, it  was  fcarce  poffible  to  carry  on  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Seffion  with  the  Exadlnefs 
and  Deliberation  necefTary  to  its  being  carried 
on  effectually,  if  Monday  was  always  kept  as 
a  Holiday  ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  that  the 
Houfe  mould  meet  on  the  next  Monday. 

The  R— t  H— ble  F—  A—  faid,  that  he 
thought  it  of  more  Importance  to  appoint  the 
Houfe  to  meet  earlier,  that  it  might  not  be  o- 
bliged  to  fit  fo  late,  for  that  the  Attendance 
of  that  Houfe  till  feven  or  eight  o'Clock  at 
Night  was  a  very  great  Fatigue,  and,  as  long 
as  this  continued,  he  thought  one  Day  in  a 
Week  little  enough  for  Relaxation  :  The  Bu- 
finefs of  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  would  be  better 
attended  to  on  the  other  five  Days,  and  that, 
as  to  their  meeting  the  next  Monday p,  he  did 
not  know  any  particular  Bufinefs  that  made 
it  necelTary. 

Sir  R—  C—  replied,  that,  when  the  Bufi- 
nefs of  the  Nation  was  to  be  done,  Gentle- 
men mould  attend  to  it  as  diligently  fix  Days 
as  they  would  five,   notwithflanding  the  Fa* 
M  2  tigue, 
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tigue,  for  that  no  private  Indulgence  ought 
to  preclude  public  Benefit  :  That  there  was 
not  a  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  to  whom  In.f 
dulgence  was  more  neceffary  than  himfelf,  as 
his  State  of  Health  was  fuch  as  made  extraor- 
dinary Application  and  Fatigue  very  preju- 
dicial, yet  he  defired  no  fuch  Relaxation  as 
was  now  contended  for.  He  faid,  the  Al- 
lowance of  the  5,ooo/.  upon  the  additional 
Supplies,  to  the  Vice-Treafurer,  a  Miftake 
which,  in  every  View,  was  attended  with 
the  moft  difagreeable  Confequences,  arofe 
from  the  Precipitation  of  the  laft  Seffion,  ow- 
ing to  the  Want  of  Time,  and  that  he  could 
not  but  be  extremely  furprized  to  hear  any 
Gentleman  fay,  that  he  did  not  know  what 
Bufinefs  was  to  be  done,  when  they  were  to. 
pafs  the  national  Accounts. 

Mr  H —  F —  faid,  that  he  did  not  know 
any  Reafon  why  Monday  mould  be  a  Holi- 
day, except  that  fome  Gentlemen  might,  per- 
haps, think  themfelves  ftill  at  School,  and  fo, 
imagine  it  to  be  black  Monday. 
•j 

Upon  a  Pivifion,  it  was  ordered,  that  the, 
Houfe,  for  the  future,  (hould  meet  on  Mon- 
day. 

Dr 
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DrC-  L-. 

Mr  S , 

I  have  obferved  a  Negative  put  upon  a 
Motion  *,  in  the  Votes  lately  published,  that 
gives  me  the  greateft  Surprize.  I  was  not 
prefent  when  it  happened,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  impute  it  to  a  Miftake  of  the  Clerk,  or 
the  Printer,  becaufe,  I  think,  it  is  impoffible 
that  this  Houfe,  the  great  national  Council, 
whofe  Duty  it  is  to  make  the  ftrideft  Enquiry 
into  every  Thing  that  affects  the  Constitution, 
could  reject  any  Motion  which  tended  to 
throw  a  Light  on  an  Enquiry  of  the  higheft 
Importance. 

Mr  M—  P— . 

Mr  S , 

I  rife  up,  Sir,  to  call  that  Gentleman  to 
Order  ;  for,  it  is  contrary  to  all  the  Rules  of 
this  Houfe,  for  any  Member  to  objed.  againft 


*  The  Motion  to  lay  the  Opinion  of  the  A —  and 
S—  G —  concerning  the  Grant  of  the  Offices  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  for 
Life,  before  the  Houfe. 

M  3  Pro- 
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Proceedings  which  he  muft  know,  whatever 
he  may  pretend  to  the  contrary,  were  agreed 
to  by  a  large  Majority,  and  it  is  a  much  grof- 
fer  Violation  of  thefe  Rules  to  caft  Reflections 
of  an  odious  and  invidious  Nature,  upon  any 
fuch  Proceedings,  for  this  can  be  nothing  left 
than  an  Infult  upon  the  Houfe,  whofe  Act 
all  the  Acts  of  a  Majority  are  known  to  be : 
His  Pretence  of  a  Miiiake  in  the  Clerk,  or  the 
Printer,  is  ridiculous,  becaufe  it  implies  an 
Impoffibility  ;  for  the  Votes  are  always  care- 
fully read  by  the  Speaker,  before  they  are 
fent  to  the  Prefs,  and  the  Speaker  alfo  infpects 
them,  after  they  are  printed,  to  prevent  any 
Errors  of  the  Prefs  from  {landing  upon  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  j  betides,  fuppofing 
the  Poffibility,  that  the  Entry  in  the  Votes  a- 
rofe  from  a  Miftake,  he  is  irregular,  for,  if  he 
had  fuppofed  that  to  be  the  Cafe,  he  ought 
to  have  delired  that  the  Votes  of  the  Day 
might  be  read,  and  that  the  Senfe  of  the 
Houfe  might  be  taken  upon  them. 

Dr  C—  L— . 

MrS , 

Nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  make 
the  Supposition  in  Queflion,  but  the  very  ex- 

traor- 
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traordinary Nature  of  the  Proceeding,  to  which 
it  relates ;  a  Proceeding  which  is  neither  fup- 
ported  by  Juftice,  nor  countenanced  by  Pre- 
cedent ;  this  I  imputed  rather  to  Error  than 
Defign,  and,  considering  it  in  that  Light,  I 
have  cail  no  Reflection  on  the  Houfe,  and  I 
apprehend  that  every  Member  has  a  Right  to 
exprefs  his  Surprize  at  what  ftrikes  him,  as  ex- 
traordinary and  unaccountable,  and  is  no  more 
obliged  to  impute  it  to  a  Caufe  which  he 
thinks  impoffible,  than  other  Gentlemen  are 
obliged  to  impute  it  to  a  Caufe,  which  they 
think  impoffible  :  If  I  have  injured  this 
Houfe,  by  fuppofing  its  Concurrence  in  a 
Meafure  deftructive  of  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Country,  and  the  Happinefs  and  the  Free- 
dom of  the  People,  to  be  impoffible,  I  am  ve- 
ry, very  forry,  and  as  fuch  an  Injury  could 
never  proceed  from  a  difhonourable  Opinion 
of  the  Houfe,  or  from  any  Malignity  to  it,  I 
hope  it  may  be  forgiven.  The  Conftitution 
of  the  Country,  Sir,  and  trre  Happinefs  and 
Freedom  of  the  People,  depend  upon  the  pro- 
per Diftribution  of  Juftice  in  the  Courts  of 
Law,  and  there  is  no  Court  of  Law  of  greater 
Confequence,  and  Dignity,  than  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  which  has  immenfe  Property  in  its 
Difpofal.  It  is  well  known  in  this  Houfe,  that 
M  4  the 
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the  Object  of  an  Enquiry  now  fet  on  Footj 
to  which  my  Suppofition  relates,  is  the  Lega-^ 
lity  of  a  Patent  appointing  a  Juc^ge  of  that 
Court,  and  therefore  every  Thing  that  could 
throw  Light  upon  that  Enquiry  is  of  the 
greateft  Importance,  and  every  Attempt  to 
prevent  Light  from  being  thrown  upon  it,  is 
an  Attempt  tending  to  fubvert  the  Conftituti- 
on,  and  affect  the  Happinefs  and  Freedom  of 
the  People.  A  Gentleman  of  the  greatest 
Abilities  in  the  Law,  Sir,,  formerly  fate  upon 
the  Bench,  and  the  Bufinefs  of  that  Court 
was  then  carried  on  with  the  greateft  Expedi- 
tion, and  perfectly  to  the  Satisfaction  of  every 
Perfon  who  had  a  Suit  depending  in  it.  I 
am  now  extremely  forry  to  lay  that  this  Court, 
great  and  refpectable  as  it  is  known  to  have 
been,  has  loft  its  Dignity,  and  fallen  into  Con- 
tempt, an  Event  equally  unhappy  and  una- 
voidable, when  fuch  Perfons,  as  the  prefent, 
prefide  upon  the  Bench. 

Mr  M P- . 

Mr  S , 

1  am  extremely   forry  to  find  myfelf  under 
a  Neceflity  of  calling  that  Gentleman  a   fe- 

cond 
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cond  Time  to  Order ;  his  very  Pretence, 
which  he  would  perfuade  us  prevents  what 
he  has  faid,  from  being  a  Reflection  upon  the 
Houfe,  is  itfelf  an  invidious  Reflection,  lor 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  are  manifeftly 
condemned  by  being  imputed  to  miftake,  ef- 
pecially  by  being  imputed  to  a  Miftake  that 
was  impoffible,  and  that  he  knew  to  be  fo. 
This  Infult  I  cannot  hear  and  be  filent ;  nei- 
ther can  I  filently  hear  it  faid,  that  the  moft 
important  of  our  Courts  of  Judicature  has  loft 
its  Dignity,  and  is  fallen  into  Contempt,  or 
fuffer  the  Character  of  our  Judges,  who  pre- 
fide  in  it  to  be  injurioufly  treated,  without  re- 
preffing  a  Behaviour  fo  licentious  and  unpar- 
liamentary, fo  great  a  Trefpafs  upon  the 
Propriety,  and  Decency,  which  mould  always 
be  obferved  in  this  Houfe,  and  fo  grofs  a  De- 
viation from  the  Character  of  a  Gentleman, 
which  ought  always  to  be  maintained  by  its 
Members.  I  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  whether 
all  this  is  not  contrary  to  Order. 

Dr  C—  L— . 

MrS , 

As  to  what  has  been  faid,   concerning  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,   and  its  Judges,   I  can 

never 
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never  conceive  it  to  be  a  Violation  of  Order, 
except  it  is  a  Violation  of  Order  for  this  Houfe, 
to  difcharge  its  Duty  to  the  Public,  and  fulfill 
the  Ends  of  its  Inftitution.  I  have  always  un- 
derftood,  Sir,  that  it  was  the  peculiar  Pro- 
vince of  this  National  Council  to  enquire  into 
the  State  of  our  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  the 
Character  and  Conduct  of  its  Officers :  Have 
we  not  a  Committee  appointed  for  that  very 
Purpofe,  and,  can  the  Duty,  referred  to  this 
Committee,  be  performed  without  communi- 
cating to  the  Houfe,  what  appears  to  be  amifs 
in  the  Courts  or  their  Officers  ?  Is  it  not,  Sir, 
contrary  to  all  Rule  and  Order,  to  deprive  us 
of  the  Liberty  of  fo  doing  ?  and  is  it  not  after- 
ting  the  Liberty,  and,  acting  confonant  to  the 
Rules  of  this  Houfe,  to  mention  whatever  re- 
lates to  the  Courts,  or  their  Officers,  without 
referve  ? 

Mr  r—  tf— . 

MrS , 

I  acknowledge,  Sir,  that  this  Houfe  has  a 
Right  to  make  a  flrict  Enquiry  into  the  Con- 
duct of  the  Judges  of  our  Courts,  and  that  we 
have  a  ftanding  Committee,  appointed  for 

that 
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that  Purpofe ;  but,  furely  it  does  by  no  Means 
follow  that  any  Member  of  this  Houfe  has  a 
Right  to  cenfure  the  whole  Bench  of  any 
Court  indifcriminately,  or  to  throw  out  gene- 
ral Reflections  upon  the  Judges  of  it,  unfup- 
ported  by  any  particular  Facl,  either  real  or 
pretended.  It  is  lawful,  Sir,  to  apply  for  a 
Commiffion  of  Bankruptcy,  againft  a  Mer- 
chant, founded  upon  a  particular  Fad: ;  but 
it  is  unlawful  to  fay  in  general,  that  a  Mer- 
chant cannot  pay  his  Debts.  If  any  particu- 
lar Act  of  Mal-adminiftration  was  alledged 
againil  any  Judge  of  our  Courts  of  Law,  the 
Committee  of  Juftice  would  immediately 
caufe  Enquiry  to  be  made,  whether  the  Fact 
alledged  was  true,  and  would  pafs  Judgement 
accordingly  j  but,  even  in  alledging  a  particu- 
lar Facl,  there  mould  be  no  general  Abufe, 
and  fuch  Language,  as  we  have  juft  now  heard, 
would  be  unbecoming  and  unparliamentary. 

Mr  J—  G— ,  the  S.  G. 

Mr  S , 

I  am  entirly  of  Opinion,  with  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  it  is  im- 
proper, in  the  higheft  Degree,  to  vilify  and 

de- 
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depreciate  Gentlemen  in  a  moft  refpectabie  Of- 
fice, without  lay  ing  any  thing  particular  to  their 
Charge.  It  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  this 
Houie,  and  every  Member  of  it,  to  fupport 
the  Dignity  and  Credit  of  the  Courts  of  Law, 
by  which  alone  its  Determinations  can  be  ef- 
fectually, and  ultimately,  carried  into  Execu- 
tion. It  is  more  efpecially  incumbent  upon 
them,  at  this  time,  when  the  foiemn  Acts  of 
the  Legiilature  of  this  Kingdom  are  oppofed 
by  factious  and  unlawful  Combinations,  in 
every  Corner  of  it,  and  the  executive  Power 
fet  at  Defiance,  by  treafonable  and  out- 
rageous Practices;  which  are  a  Difgrace  to 
our  Government  and  Country  ;  to  throw  out 
invidious  Reflections  againft  this  Power,  at  a 
Time  when  we  fo  eminently  need  its  Service, 
is  eventually  to  join  the  public  Enemies  of 
our  Laws,  and,  Countenance  the  Violence 
which  is  fo  flagitiouily  offered  them.  Our 
Galleries,  I  fee,  are  full,  and  there  is  not  a 
Word  faid  in  this  Houfe,  that  will  not  be  car- 
ried abroad  j  and,  is  this  a  Time  to  have  it 
reported,  that  one  of  the  moft  refpectabie  of 
our  Courts  of  Law  is  fallen  from  its  Dignity, 
into  Contempt,  and  thus  encourage  an  Op- 
polition  to  its  Jurifdiction,  and  a  Difcontent 
at  its  Proceedings !  As  to  mylelf,  I  think  it 

my 
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my  indifpenfable  Duty,  to  fupport  the  Credit, 
and  Influence,  of  that  Court  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  Power,  and,  I  ampleafed  to  have  this  Op- 
portunity of  declaring  my  Sentiments  upon  the 
Subject,  and  of  giving  the  worthy  Gentleman, 
from  whom  I  have  the  Misfortune'  fo  widely 
to  differ,  a  proper  Time  to  recoiled:  himfelf, 
and  to  remember,  both  of  whom,  and  to 
whom  he  mall  fpeak,  in  what  he  has  farther 
to  offer  on  the  Occafion,  fo  that  he  may  nei- 
ther offend  againft  the  Laws  of  Decency,  nor 
the  Helped:  due  to  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe, 


Mr  W—  H-. 


MrS- 


Notwithftanding,  what  has  been  fo  juftly 
and  fo  forcibly  urged  by  others,  I  think  it  my 
Duty  to  make  fome  Reply  to  what  has  been 
thrown  out  relative  to  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, which,  I  have  the  Honour  to  attend, 
and  fome  Profit  befides.  The  Gentlemen  of 
the  Law,  who  appear  frequently  in  that 
Court,  are  the  beft  Judges,  how  far  it  has 
preierved  its  Dignity,  and,  I  appeal  to  all  thofe 
of  the  ProkiTion  that  hear  me,  whether  it 
has  fallen  into  Contempt.  The  Gentlemen 

who 
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who  prelide  in  that  Court,  and  who  have 
been  attacked,  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner, 
are  not  here  to  defend  themfelves,  and  there- 
fore, I  think  it  my  Duty  to  declare  thus  pub- 
lickly,  and  directly,  that  the  Reflections 
thrown  out  againft  them  are  not  true^  and  that 
the  Language  ufed,  upon  the  Occafion,  is  a 
Difhonour  and  Difgrace  to  this  Houfe :  It 
may  be  proper  Language  in  the  Weaver's- 
Hall,  but  it  is  not  fo  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons. 


DrC- 


MrS , 

I  have  the  greateft  Honour  and  Efteem  for 
the  worthy  Gentleman  who  fpoke  before  the 
laft  on  the  Floor  ;  and  mall  always  pay  the 
higheft  Regard  to  his  Judgment  and  Opinion. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  great  regret  that  I  differ 
from  him  now;  however,  I  muft  declare, 
that,  I  think,  if  there  is  any  Thing  amifs  in 
our  Courts  of  Juftice,  either  with  Refpect  to 
the  Legality  of  the  Patents,  by  which  the  Of- 
ficers are  appointed,  or  the  Characters  and  A- 
bilities  of  the  Officers  themfelves,  it  would  be 
the  greatefl  Abfurdity  in  itfelf,  and  the  great- 
eft  Injury  to  our  Conflituents,  if  we  were  to 
forbear  an  Enquiry  into  it,  for  fear  it  mould 

be 
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be  known  abroad  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  was 
made.     If  nothing  amifs  is  to  be  imputed  till 
it  is  proved,   I  fhall  be  glad  to  know  how 
fuch  Proof  is  to  be  brought  on  :  If  no  Felon 
is  to  be  taken  up  upon  Sufpicion,    it   is  plain 
that  no  Felon  can  be  punimed  :   The  Proof 
of  a  Crime  muft,  in  the  Nature  of  Things,  be 
fubfequent  to    the    Imputation   of  it,-  and  a 
publick   and    judicial    Enquiry   will,    if  the 
Crime  has  been   falfely  imputed,   be  for  the 
Honour  of  the  Party,  and,  if  it  is  proved,  for 
the  Benefit  of  the   Public.     With  Refpeft 
to  the  prefent  Queftion,  then,  it  is  an  Infult, 
upon  common  Senfe,  to  pretend  that  People 
without  Doors  ought  to  think  our  Courts  im- 
peccable,   and  that  we  ought,  therefore,  to 
luffer  them  to  become  ufelefs,or  corrupt,  with 
Impunity.     As  to  the  Gentleman,  upon  the 
Floor,  who  has  thought  fit  to  complain  of  In- 
decency, and  reproach  me  for  Expreffions,  un- 
becoming this  Houfe,   I  am  fare  I  may,   at 
leaft,  recriminate  ;  for  I  have  never  obferved 
greater  Indecency  than  in  the  Expreffions  he 
has   made  Ufe  of:    He   has,   befides,   been 
pleafed  to  mifreprefent  me  ;  for,  though  I  faid 
the  Court  had  fallen  from  its  Dignity,  I  did 
not  fay  it  had  fallen  into  Contempt. 

Here 
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Here  Dr  L —  was  again  flopped,  and  called 
to  Order  by  Mr  T— ,  the  A—  G~ . 

Dr  C—  L-. 

Mr  S , 

I  muft  own  I  think  it  is  very  hard  that 
Gentlemen  will  not  fuffer  me  to  explain  my- 
felf ;  they  catch  up  half  Sentences,  without 
permitting  me  to  continue  them  till  they  ex- 
prefs  my  meaning  j  I  have  been  very  roundly 
treated,  and  called  to  Order,  for  what  I  have 
faid,  and  yet,  I  am  confident,  that,  if  I  had 
been  permitted  to  explain  myfelf,  the  Houfe 
would  have  found  that  I  advanced  no  Opini- 
on, in  which  all  prefent  did  not  concur.   The 
Court   of    Exchequer,    Sir,    confifts   of  the 
Chancellor,  Treafurer,  Chief  Baron,  and  two 
Judges :   Thefe  Perfons,  five  in  Number,  ad; 
in  a  judicial  Capacity  ;  and,  if  from  thefe  five 
Judges,    two   are  eventually  taken  away,   by 
appointing  two  Perfons  to  fill  two  of  the  Pla- 
ces, who  do  not  aft,  whether  from  Want  of 
Inclination,   or  Ability,  furely  no  Gentleman 
will  pretend  to  fay,  that,  by  fuch  diminution, 
the   Court  has   not  fallen  from  its  Dignity : 
Will  not  five  Judges  of  Ability  give  the  Court 

in 
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in  which  they  prefide  more  Dignity  than 
three?  at  leaft,  will  not  a  Court,  which,  by 
its  Conftitution,  is  to  confift  of  five  Judges, 
lofe  its  Dignity  if  two  of  them  are  Cyphers  ? 
When  five  Judges  were  appointed  to  that 
Court,  it  was  furely  intended  that  five  Judges 
fhould  act,  and  by  what  Contrivances  the 
Places  of  two  of  them  have  been  made  Sine- 
Cures,  I  do  not  know,  but  this  I  know,  that 
we  pay  them  very  large  Salaries  for  doing  a 
Duty,  which  they  do  not  do  ;  and,  I  mould 
be  glad  to  know  if  the  Bufinefs  of  that  Court 
can  be  effectually  done,  and  its  Dignity  effec- 
tually maintained,  by  the  acting  of  three 
Judges,  why  we  are  to  pay  five  ?  As,  I  be- 
lieve, no  Gentleman  prefent  can  deny  that  two 
of  thele  Judges  are  Cyphers,  nor  that  a  Court 
lofes  its  Dignity,  by  having  fuch  Judges,  I 
conclude  that  I  might,  in  this  Senfe,  without 
Reproach,  fay,  that  the  Court  in  queftion  has 
fallen  from  its  Dignity,  and,  that  every  Gen- 
tleman here  is  of  the  fame  Opinion.  The 
Fact  is,  indeed,  proved  by  the  very  State  of 
the  Court,  with  Refpect  to  the  Bufinefs  of  it, 
at  this  Time.  When  the  learned  Gentleman, 
who  formerly  prefided,  fat  there  as  Judge, 
there  was,  at  lead,  twice  as  much  Bufinefs 
done  in  it  as  there  has  been  fince.  What 
N  fort 
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fort  of  Men  are  the  prefent  Judges  ?  The 
Lawyers  will  fay  excellent,  and  I  fhall  take  it 
for  granted  ;  but  of  paft  Judges  I  may  fpeak 
my  own  Opinion  :  The  learned  Perfon  I  have 

juft  mentioned,  was   fucceeded  by  one , 

was  he  a  proper  Man  for  fuch  an  Employ- 
ment ?  Did  he  add  Weight,  or  Dignity,  to 
that  Court  ?  There  is  a  Fadt  that  fays  other- 
wife,  and  Fads  are  generally  believed  :  From 
the  Moment  this  <  was  appointed, 

no  Buiinefs  came  before  that  Court,  that  it 
was  pofiible  to  avoid  bringing  thither. 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr  W —  H — , 
who,  when  he  was  about  to  fpeak,  and,  at 
the  Beginning  of  every  Period,  while  he  was 
fpeaking,  gave  two  Hems,  or  fhort  Coughs, 
which  were  very  ilngular  and  comical  :  When 

Dr  L — -  mentioned ,  who  is  Mr  H—  's 

particular  Friend,  he  gave  his  two  Coughs 
louder,  and  with  greater  Vehemence,  than 
ufual,  and  then  got  up  to  fpeak  j  this  caufed 
a  general  Laugh  in  the  Houfe,  upon  which 
Mr  H—  faid,  he  was  extremely  glad  to  fee 
the  Houfe  fo  merry,  upon  the  Occafion  of  his 
riling  up  to  fpeak,  but,  that  his  rifing  up,  was, 
to  himfelf,  tragical,  as  it  was  to  call  a  Mem- 
ber to  Order,  for  indecently  and  injurioufly 

treat- 
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treating  the  Character  of  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Worth  and  Honour,  who  was  not  prefent  to 
defend  himfelf. 

DrZ, . 

Mr  S , 

I  can  never  think,  Sir,  that  it  is  a  Breach 
of  Order  in  this  Houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
Character  of  thofe  who  have  filled,  or  who 
are  to  fill  an  Employment  of  fuch  Dignity, 
and  Importance,  as  that  in  Queftion,  with  a 
View  to  have  it  filled  as  it  ought  to  be.  I 
think,  Sir,  that  all  perfonal  and  private  Regard 
ought  to  give  Way  to  public  Intereft,  when- 
ever they  come  in  competition ;  and,  as  to 
the  Gentleman  I  have  juft  mentioned,  he 
feems,  himfelf,  to  have  been  confcious  of  his 
own  Inability  to  fill  the  Place  for  which  I 
have  faid  he  was  not  qualified  :  If  I  have  faid 
nothing  more  than  he  has,  by  his  Conduct, 
tacitly  admitted  to  be  true,  I  apprehend  I  have 
done  him  no  wrong  ;  and  that,  as  he  would 
have  had  no  Defence  to  make,  if  he  had  been 
here,  he  can  lofe  no  Advantage  by  being  ab- 
fent.  That  he  has  admitted  his  Inability  for 
this  Office,  is  clear,  from  his  having  thought 
fit  to  relinquish  it  for  a  Penfion,  and,  indeed, 
N2  he 
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he  judged  very  properly,  that  he  might  as  well 
take  the  Nation's  Money,  without  pretending 
to  do  any  Thing  for  it,  as  take  it  for  an  Em- 
ployment, in  which  he  was  capable  of  doing 
nothing,  if  he  had  pretended  it.  While,  he 
was  in  that  Employment,  he  was  a  Load  upon 
the  Bench,  and,  when  he  quitted  it,  he  be- 
came a  Load  upon  the  Public ;  the  Burthen 
is  the  fame,  but,  of  the  two,  the  Public  is  bett 
able  to  bear  it.  There  has,  indeed,  been  a 
very  (hameful  Tranfmutation  of  Employment 
and  Penfion  ;  mameful  if  it  had  been  only  an 
Abufe  of  Power  legally  vetted,  but  much 
more  fhameful,  as  effected  without  fuch  Pow- 
er, and  as  being  not  only  injurious,  but  illegal. 
The  two  Gentlemen  who  are  fo  liberally  paid 
by  the  Publick,  as  Judges,  without  ever  acting, 
or  pretending  to  act  in  that  Capacity,  put  me 
in  Mind  of  a  Story  I  have  heard  of  two  Irijh- 
men,  who  were  feen,  by  their  Matter  that 
paid  them  their  Wages,  idling  on  the  Top  of 
a  Hay-cock  ;  upon  which,  calling  out  to  one 
of  them,  u  Sirrah  !  what  are  you  doing  there 
for  my  Money  ?"  The  Fellow  anfwered, 
Ugb,  by  my  Shoul  now,  and  I  am  doing  no- 
thing :  "  And  what,  fays  the  Matter,  is  that 
other  Fellow  doing  along  with  you  ?"  By  my 
$oul,  fays  Teague,  and  be  is  helping  me.  If 
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one  of  thefe  Gentlemen  was  afked  the  fame 
Queflion,  by  thofe  that  pay  him,  he  might 
make  the  fame  Reply  j  and,  indeed,  fo  might 
an  hundred  others,  both  Male  and  Female, 
who  have  Places  and  Penfions  at  the  Expence 
of  this  Country.  Upon  the  whole,  as  I  think 
the  ftricteft  Enquiry  ought  to  be  made  into 
the  Legality  of  the  Grant  of  the  Chancellor- 
fhip  of  the  Exchequer,  I  humbly  move,  that 
the  proper  Officer  may  lay  before  the  Houfe 
the  Fiat  for  making  out  the  Patent  for  that 
Place,  and  alfo  the  Fiat  for  making  out  the 
Patent  of  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls. 

Ordered  accordingly,  Nemine  Contradicentti 

Sir  R-+.  D_*. 

MrS , 

The  greateft  Diftindtion,  and  higheft  Pri- 
vilege, of  this  Houfe,  is  to  be  the  Purfe-bearer 
of  the  Nation  :  To  have  the  Power  of  de- 
termining what  Proportion  of  national  Wealth, 
confifting  of  the  aggregate  Property  of  Indivi* 
duals,  mall  be  applied  to  public  Purpofes  ; 
This  Power,  which  is  exercifed  by  laying 
.Taxes  upon  the  People,  as  it  is  of  the  higheft 
Importance,  mould  be  delegated  to  others 
N  3  witk 
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with  the  greateft  Caution,  and  only  in  Cafes 
of  the  utmoft  Neceffity.  In  Cafes  of  fuch 
Neceffity,  the  Houfe  has  delegated  this  Power 
to  Grand -Juries,  who  have,  from  their  pecu- 
liar Knowledge  of  the  feveral  Counties,  to 
which  they  belong,  the  only  Means  of  know- 
ing the  Exigencies  of  thofe  Counties,  and  the 
Sums  necelfary  to  anfwer  them :  In  Confe- 
quenceofthis  Delagation,  Grand -Juries  have 
a  Power  to  tax  the  Inhabitants  with  fuch 
Sums  as  mall  appear  to  them,  by  Affidavits, 
and  proper  Vouchers,  to  be  neceffary  for  pub- 
lic Ufes  :  But  there  is  too  much  Reafon  to 
fufpect  that  this  Power  is  frequently  abufed, 
and,  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  bring  in  Heads 
of  a  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Grand-Juries,  in  the  preparing  and 
forming  of  Preferments,  for  the  levying  of 
Money. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  accordingly  j 
and  that  Sir  R—  D-,  Mr  F— ,  and  Dr 
L — ,  prepare  and  bring  in  the  Heads  of  fuch 
a  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Order  for  the  Day  be  ad^ 
journed  till  Monday  Morning  next. 

And 
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And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day Morning  next,  Ten  of  the  Clock. 


MONDAY,  Nov.  8,  1763. 
TENTH    DAY. 

IN  the  Committee  for  examining  the   nati- 
onal Accounts,  Mr  J —  B —  Chairman. 

Mr  W—  H-—  got  up,  and  faid,  that  he 
could  not  help  mentioning  his  Surprize  at  a 
Charge  which  had  been  juft  read  of  jyo/. 
paid  to  certain  Perfons  for  Pigs,  which  had  been 
killed  by  a  Dublin  Mob.  He  faid  his  Suprize 
was  the  greater,  as  the  Demand  of  the  Propri- 
etors of  thofe  Pigs  was  only  70  /.  how  this  70 /. 
during  a  late  Admihiftration,  had  fwelled  to 
1 70  /.  he  faid  he  could  not  imagine.  It  is 
true,  fays  he,  thefe  Pigs  are  mentioned  under 
the  Denomination  of  Cattle,  but,  whatever 
Honour  they  may  derive  from  this  Appellati- 
on, it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  increafe  their  Va- 
lue. I  only  mention  this,  to  (hew  that  thefe 
Pigs  are  among  the  dear  Bargains  which  the 
Public  has  lately  paid  for. 

N4  Mr 
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Mr  R-  F— . 

Before  this  Committee  for  examining  the 
national  Accounts  is  adjourned,  I  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  take  Notice  of,  what  I 
think,  a  very  important  Object  of  their  Atten- 
tion, as  it  relates  to  the  public  Income  and  Ex- 
pences,  with  Refpecl  to  an  Article,  upon 
which,  in  my  Opinion,  the  very  being  of  our 
Conftitution  in  great  Meafure  depends.  In 
the  firft  Place,  Sir,  I  am  extremely  forry  to 
fay,  that  though  our  Revenue  has,  of  late 
Years,  very  confiderably  increafed,  yet  our 
Expences  very  coniiderably  exceed  our  Re- 
venue :  This  Circumftance  is  the  more  a- 
larming,  as  no  National  Advantage  is  procur- 
ed by  this  Increafe  of  Expence,  and  as  it  has 
arifen  at  a  Time,  when  our  publick  Affairs 
were  in  the  fame  Situation  as  they  were,  when 
our  Expences  were  greatly  lefs  than  our  In- 
come, though  our  Income  was  greatly  lefs 
than  it  is.  This,  Sir,  feems  to  indicate,  at 
leaft,  an  injudicious  Management  in  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  public  Money,  and  lays  the  Founda- 
tion of  a  public  Debt,  which,  by  a  Continua- 
tion of  the  fame  Management,  muft  perpe- 
tually encreafe.  I  may,  perhaps,  be  told  that 

the 
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the  Sum,  annually  added  to  this  Debt,  will  be 
but  fmall,  but,  I  anfwer,  that  we  could  not 
poffibly  fupport  it,  if  it  were  large,  and  that 
as  large  and  fmall  are  relative  Terms,  a 
Debt  that  would  be  fmall  to  another  Nation, 
will  be  large  to  ours.  The  Country  is  of 
confiderable  'Extent,  and  contains  many  more 
People  than  we  can  properly  employ;  in 
thefe  Circumftances,  the  Neceffaries  of  Life 
will  always  be  procured  with  difficulty  j  for, 
if  there  is  not  an  extenfive  Commerce,  and 
brifk  Trade,  or,  in  other  Words,  if  thofe,  that 
want  the  Neceffaries  of  Life  are  not  enabled 
to  procure  them,  by  the  Practice  of  thofe 
Arts,  that  fupply  the  Superfluities  of  it  to 
others,  they  will  be  rather  a  Burthen  than  a 
Benefit  to  the  Public.  Now,  it  is  unhappily, 
but  too  true,  that  the  Commerce  of  this 
Country  lies  under  very  great  Difadvantages, 
and  its  home  Trade,  or  Manufactories,  are  very 
much  reftrained  by  a  miftaken  Policy,  that 
is  perpetually  operating  in  Favour  of  a  fifter 
Country.  Our  People,  in  general,  therefore, 
muft  neceflarily  be  poor,  and  unable,  to  fup- 
port Taxes,  like  other  Countries,  to  pay  In- 
tereft  for  a  public  Debt ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  necefTary,  that  we  (hould  be  able  to  make 
fome  Savings  from  our  public  Revenue,  in 

order 
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order  to  counter-ballance  our  National  Difad- 
vantages,  by  pecuniary  Encouragements,  for 
the  Encreafe  of  our  Manufactories,  and  the 
Improvement  of  our  Trade:  Upon  this 
View  of  onr  Situation,  and  I  appeal  to  all  that 
hear  me,  whether  it  is  not  true  -,  it  is  manifeft 
that  a  National  Debt,  comparatively  very 
fmall,  will  to  us  be  total  ruin  5  and,  give  me 
leave  to  fay,  it  would  be  fo,  if  our  Trade  and 
Manufactures  were  in  a  much  better  State 
than  they  are ;  becauie  our  Money,  what  we 
have  of  it,  does  not  circulate  among  us,  but  is 
drained  off  by  Abfentees,  and  fquandered  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Water  :  I  might  here 
enlarge  upon  the  very  mortifying  Topics  I 
have  mentioned,  I  might  mew  in  what  parti- 
culars our  Trade  and  Commerce  are  reftrain- 
ed,  I  might  mew  that  the  Poverty  of  our 
People  renders  our  Home  Confumption  fmall, 
and  that  we  import  no  Article,  upon  which 
we  have  a  Profit,  to  export  again,  and  I  might 
draw  a  Parallel  between  our  Situation  and 
that  of  others,  with  Refpecl:  to  Trade,  in  a 
great  Variety  of  Particulars,  and  iliew  our 
Difadvantage  in  each ;  but,  as  it  is  not  necefla- 
ry  for  the  Proof  of  what  I  have  advanced  in 
general,  I  (hall  fpare  myfelf,  and  the  other 
Members  of  this  Aflembly,  the  Pain  that  a 
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minute  Examination  of  our  Difadvantages, 
and  Diftrefles,  muft  inevitably  produce.  I 
fhall  only  fay,  that  I  have,  with  fome  Pains 
and  Trouble,  made  a  very  exaft  Calculation, 
of  our  Income,  and  our  Expence,  for  fome 
Years  back,  and  that  I  find  there  was,  in  the 
Year  1757,  a  Saving  to  this  Country,  after  the 
Demands  of  Government  were  fatisfied,  of 
86,095  /.  to  be  laid  out  in  Improvements ; 
there  was  alfo,  in  the  Year  1759,  a  Saving  of 
<;6,i84/.  but  in  the  Year  1761,  though^the 
Revenue  was  then  confiderably  encreafed,  the 
Demands  of  Government  exceeded  it  no  lefs 
than  79,181  /.  and,  in  the  Year  1763,  though 
the  Revenue  ftill  continued  to  encreafe,  yet 
the  Exceedings  amounted  to  66,680  /.  I 
muft  obferve,  alfo,  that,  in  this  Computation, 
I  have  taken  no  Account  of  the  Duties  ap- 
propriated to  the  Payment  of  Intereft,  for  the 
Loan,  becaufe  they  have  very  little  more  than 
anfwered  that  purpofe.  This  Increafe,  in  our 
Expences,  being  ib  great,  notwithstanding  an 
increaied  Revenue,  as,  inftead  of  leaving  us  a 
Surplus  of  96,1847.  to  bring  us  in  debt 
79, 18 1/.  in  one  Year,  requires  a  particular 
Examination.  One  Article  is  obvious,  the 
Penfions ;  Sums,  large  Sums,  annually  paid  to 
Perfons  for  performing  no  public  Service  -, 

Per- 


1  go  Debates  relative  to  the  [DAY  3C 
Perfons  who  have  never  contributed  to  the 
Honour,  or  the  Advantage,  of  this  Country,  to 
the  Value  of  a  Mite,  from  whom  it  can- 
not receive  the  leaft  Degree  of  either,  and  from 
whom  it  is  not  even  pretended  that  it  will ;  but 
betides  this,  there  is  a  much  larger  Sum  than 
formerly  allowed  for  the  Concordatum  :  The 
Allowance,  during  the  late  Reign,  was  5,ooo/. 
but  in  the  prefent  it  increafed  to  i  o,ooo/.  which 
is  one  half,  and  to  that  there  has  lince  beea 
an  additional  Increafe  of  no  lefs  than  1 6,ooo/. 
more  ;  fo  that  the  whole  Increafe,  in  this  one 
Article,  is  no  lefs  than  26,ooo/.  But  there  is 
an  Increafe,  in  another  Article,  that  feems  more 
extraordinary  ftill,  and,  I  cannot  mention  it 
without  fome  Degree  both  of  Shame  and  In- 
dignation— Secret  Service — Of  what  Nature, 
Sir,  is  this  fecret  Service  ?  We  have  no  Trea- 
ties to  carry  on  with  other  Nations,  no  fecret 
Intelligence  to  procure  from  abroad  ;  nor  do 
I  know  of  any  Intelligence  at  Home,  which  it 
is  neceffary  fecretly  to  procure,  and  fecretly  to 
communicate  to  Government.  I  mould,  there* 
fore,  think  a  very  fmall  Sum  would  fuffice  for 
this  Article.  2,991  /.  was  found  fufficient 
in  the  Height  of  the  War,  for  two  Years,  the 
Years  1759  and  1760,  and  yet,  for  the  two 
lafl  Years,  when  the  Exigencies  of  State  muft 

cer- 
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certainly  have  required  lefs,  we  are  charged 
2,209  /.  more,  the  whole  Charge  for 
thofe  Years  being  5,2oo7,  This,  Sir,  ap- 
pears extremely  myfterious  to  me,  and,  I  dare 
fay,  does  fo  to  every  Gentleman  that  hears  me. 
The  Increafe  in  the  Penfions  is  immenfe,  for, 
atprefent,  they  amount  to  no  lefsthan  42,6277. 
19  s.  2d.  more  than  the  Civil  Lift.  I,  there- 
fore, humbly  move,  that  this  Fad:  may  be  re- 
cognized by  this  Committee,  and  that  it  be 
the  Refolution  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Penfions  do  exceed  the  Civil  Lift  42,6277. 
195.  2d. 

Mr  P—  r— ,  the  A-  G— . 

As  the  Computation,  by  which  the  Penfions 
appear  to  exceed  the  Civil  Lift,  is  entirely  an 
arithmetical  Operation,  I  think  it  is  proper 
that  every  Gentleman  mould  have  Time  to 
fatisfy  himfelf  of  the  Refult  of  it,  before  he 
concurs  in  a  Refolution  by  which  that  Refult 
is  declared  :  The  honourable  Gentleman,  who 
fpoke  laft,  fays,  it  has  coft  him  fome  Pains 
and  Trouble,  to  make  this  Computation,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  o- 
ther  Gentlemen  cannot  make  it  without  j  fo 
that,  if  they  are  not  to  take  it  implicitly  from 

him 
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him,  fome  Time  muft  be  allowed  them,  and, 
I  think,  the  Time  of  this  Committee  may  be 
better  employed,  as  I  do  not  fee  what  End  the 
Refolution  propofed  will  anfwer,  when  it  is 
made. 

Mr  R—  F-^. 

Though   the  Computation  coft  me  fome 
Time,  and  Trouble,  as  it  wasneceffary  for  me 
to  ftate  the  Articles,  both  of  our  Income  and 
our  Expence,  and  then  to  compare  the  A- 
mount,   it   may  now  be  done  with  the  great- 
eft   Facility,    becaufe    the   Accounts,  ready 
drawn  up,  and  ftated,  lie  upon  the  Table,  fo 
that  nothing  more  is  neceflary  than  to  write 
down  two  fhort  Lines  of  Figures,  and,  by  the 
moft  fimple  and  eafy  Operation  in  Arithme- 
tic, to  deduct  one  from  the  other.     I,  there- 
fore, defire  that  the  Chairman  may  make  it 
on  behalf  of  us  all,  and  report  it,  which,  I 
apprehend,  will,   at  once,  put  an    End    to 
doubt,  and  carry  univerfal  Conviction   with 
it :   The  mere  Conviction  of  the  Truth  of  the 
Fact,  is  not,  however,  the  Intent  of  my  Mo- 
tion, which  I  think  it  now  the  more  necelTa- 
ry  to  explain,  as  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
who  fpoke  laft  feems   wholly  at  a  Lofs  to 

guefs 
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guefs  what  it  may  be.  My  View,  Sir,  in  the 
Refolution,  for  which  I  moved,  is,  with  all 
poflible  Duty  and  Refpect,  to  lay  before  his 
Majefty  the  Senfe  of  this  Houfe,  with  Refpect 
to  the  great  Increafe  of  the  public  Expence, 
in  an  Article  from  which  we  can  derive  no 
Advantage)  and  to  a  Degree,  which,  by  gra- 
dually burthening  us  with  a  Debt,  that  we  are 
wholly  unable  to  bear,  will  terminate  in  our 
Ruin ;  this,  I  think,  We  owe,  as  an  Act  of 
Duty,  to  his  Majefty  ;  and,  as  our  Votes  are 
printed  for  the  Information  of  the  Public,  I 
think  this  Fact,  in  which  the  Public  is  fo 
nearly  interefted,  mould  appear  in  them.  I 
would  not,  however,  have  it  fuppofed  that  I 
am  an  Enemy  to  all  Petitions  indifcriminately, 
for  I  think  that  Gentlemen,  who  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  the  Service  of  their 
Country,  have  a  Right  to  a  Gratification,  and 
I  think  it  is  the  Intereft  of  their  Country  that 
they  mould  have  it ;  to  reward  Merit  is  to 
produce  it ;  the  Public,  therefore,  will  pur- 
chafe  greater  Advantage  by  thus  ftimulating 
Individuals  to  fignalize  themfelves  in  its  Ser- 
vice, than  by  expending  the  fame  Sum  in  any 
other  Manner  :  All  that  I  mean,  is,  to  mew 
that  this  Article  is  fwelled  beyond  its  due 
Bounds,  and  that  the  Difad vantage  of  con- 
tract- 
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trading  Debts,  the  Intereft  of  which  can  only 
be  paid  by  the  Impoiition  of  Taxes,  which 
cannot  be  born,  is  greater  than  even  the  Re- 
ward of  Merit  itfelf  can  counter-ballance  -,  and, 
I  am  confident,  that  if  his  Majefty  was  appri- 
zed of  the  Weight  of  our  Burthen,  he  would 
not  fuffer  us  to  bear  it. 

Mr  M—  P-. 

I  (hall  not  enquire  whether  what  is  pro- 
pofed,  would,  or  would  not,  take  up  more 
Time  than  can  now  be  allotted  for  it,  but,  as 
the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
faid,  that  the  Refolution,  for  which  he  mov- 
ed, was  intended  to  be  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jefty, as  a  folemn  Adi  of  the  Houfe,  I  am  for 
that  Reafon,  againft  his  Motion,  for,  making 
it  on  a  fudden  ;  fuch  a  Refolution  would 
come  with  infinitely  more  Weight  and  Dig- 
nity, after  the  Members  have  taken  Time  for 
Confideration  j  there  are  many  Objects  of 
Confideration  that  will  offer  themfelves  on 
this  Queftion,  befides  the  mere  Truth  of  the 
Fadt :  Deliberation  always  gives  Weight  and 
Force  j  Precipitancy  always  has  a  contrary 
Effect ;  the  advantage  of  Deliberation  we 
may  fecure  by  adjourning  the  Queftion  till 

to- 
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to-morrow,  and,  as  I  do  not  fee  that  the 
fmalleft  Inconvenience  can  refult  from  the 
Delay  I  think  this  mould  be  done. 

Mr  P—  T— ,  the  A.  G.  then    made  the 
Motion  for  Adjournment. 

MrE-  S—  P-, 

As  there  can  be  no  previous  Queftion 
moved  for  in  a  Committee,  the  Motion,  for 
Adjournment,  is  always  coniidered  as  a  pre- 
vious Queftion,  I  muft,  therefore,  declare  I 
am  fo  far  from  thinking  the  Refolution  in 
Queftion  will  gain  Weight  and  Force,  by  de- 
lay, that  I  think  it  will  greatly  lofe,  with  Re- 
fpect  to  both  -,  as  the  Fad:  itfelf  is  manifeft  at 
fight,  we  can  deliberate  only  whether  we 
will  declare  it,  and  furely  this  can  (hew  no- 
thing, but  an  Irrefolution,  and  Lukewarmnefs, 
which  can  neither  do  us  Credit,  nor  our  Coun- 
try Service ;  is  not  the  Excefs  of  Expences, 
above  our  Revenue,  a  Grievance  that  calls  for 
inftant  Redrefs  ?  Is  not  the  Confequence  of 
it  equally  manifeft  and  fatal  ?  Ought  we  not 
to  feize  the  firft  Opportunity  of  making  it 
known  to  him,  from  whom  alone  Redrefs  is 
to  be  expeded  ?  And  can  delay  have  any 
O  ether 
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other  Tendency,  than  to  convince  him,  ei- 
ther that  our  Danger  is  problematical,  or,  that 
we  have  not  a  proper  Senfe  of  it  ;  will  it 
not,  therefore,  tend  directly  to  counteract  the 
very  Refolution  we  are  urged  to  delay,  when 
at  laft  it  (hall  be  made  ?  If  a  Man  was  to  fee 
his  Friend  drowning,  <  would  he  deliberate  a- 
bout  throwing  out  a  Rope  to  fave  him  ? 
Would  this  Action  lofe  any  of  its  Weight,  or 
Force,  or  Ufe,  by  thathafte  which  the  honeft 
Impatience  of  Affection  would  naturally  give 
it  ?  And  would  not  Deliberation,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  a  Proof,  either  that  no  'Danger  was 
apprehended,  or  no  Deliverance  defigned  ?  I 
confefs,  Sir,  that  I  cannot  but  fee  Deliberation, 
in  this  Cafe,  and  in  ours,  exactly  in  the  fame 
Light,  and,  therefore,  I  oppofe  the  Motion, 
for  Adjournment,  on  this  Occafion. 


Mr  C—  C—  . 

I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  very  Reafon, 
which  has  been  moft  plaufibly  urged  for  our 
coming  to  this  Refolution,  is  with  me  a  Rea- 
fon againft  it.  It  is  faid  to  be  intended  for 
the  Information  of  his  Majefty,  but,  in  that 
View,  I  muit  declare,  it  appears  to  me,  not 
only  unneceflary,  but  officious.  I  have  the 

greateft 
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greateft  Reafon  to  believe  that  his  Majefty  is 
already  well  acquainted  with  the  State  of  the 
Finances  of  this  Country,  and,  with  the  Pur- 
pofes  to  which  its  Revenue  is  appropriated ; 
and,  I  have  very  good  Authority  to  fay,  that 
our  amiable  and  benevolent  Prince  will,  from 
his  truly  parental  Tendernefs  for  us,  his  loyal 
and  affectionate  People,  take  every  Method 
to  redrefs  whatever  mall  appear  to  be  really 
a  Grievance  :  I  will  venture  to  fay  farther, 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  has  the  good 
of  this  Country  equally  at  Heart,  has  already 
received  fuch  Inductions  from  his  Majefly^ 
relative  to  the  Penfions,  as,  if  known,  would 
effectually  preclude  the  Motion,  which  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  at  the  lower  End  of 
the  Houfe,  propofed.  I  thought  it  my  Duty 
on  the  prefent  Occafion,  to  mention  this  to> 
the  Committee. 

Mr  E—  S—  P-. 

As  I  am  fully  perfuaded  of  the  Veracity  of 
the  honourable  Member  that  fpoke  laft,  and 
make  no  doubt  of  his  having  very  good  In- 
telligence, I  mall  readily  admit  what  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  advance  j  but,  as  he  has 
not  any  Appointment  under  his  Majefty, 
O  2  which 
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which  can  give  him  Authority  to  communi- 
cate this  Intelligence,  I  think,  it  ought  not,  in 
any  Degree,  to  influence  our  Determinations. 

MrC—   C— . 

I  do  not  prefume  to  fay,  that  I  had  any 
Authority  to  communicate  what  I  have  juffc 
now  mentioned  to  the  Committee,  nor  mould 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  have  done  it,  had 
it  not  been  publicly  faid  this  Day,  by  a  Num- 
ber of  Gentlemen  at  the  Caftle.  The  Grati- 
tude that  I  owe  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  graci- 
ous Declaration  he  has  made,  and  the  high 
Senfe  I  have  of  the  Obligations  we  are  under 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for 
the  kind  Part  he  has  been  pleafed  to  take,  in 
this  Affair,  animated  me  fo  far  to  trefpafs  a- 
gainft  the  ftrict  Rules  of  Propriety,  as  to  be 
the  firft  to  communicate  what  I  thought 
would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  Committee, 
though  there  are  many  Perfons  in  it,  whofe 
Employment,  Confequence,  and  Experience, 
give  them  a  better  Right  to  have  done  it. 

Mr  P—  ^— ,  the  A.  G. 

Though  I  did  not  intend  to  mention  this 

Affair 
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Affair,  at  this  Time,  yet,  I  now  think,  I  am 
called  upon  to  declare  what  I  know  about  it. 
I  am  informed,  that  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  upon  his  firft  coming  to  the  Ad- 
miniftration  here,  reprefented  the  State  of  this 
Country,  with  Refpedl  to  Penfions,  in  fuch  a 
Light,  to  his  Majefty,  as  induced  him  to  take 
them  into  Confideration,  and,  I  am  informed, 
that  his  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State  has  fince 
written  a  Letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
which  came  to  his  Hand  laft  Night,  impower- 
ing  him  to  communicate  to  this  Houfe,  his 
Majefty's  Intention,  not  to  grant  Penfions 
upon  this  Eftablimment  hereafter,  except, 
upon  very  extraordinary  Occalions,  either  for 
Life,  or  Years. 

Mr  y—  Fitz  G-. 

I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  in  my  Opinion, 
the  Intelligence  communicated  by  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  is  pre- 
mature, and  contrary  to  Order.  It  is  pre^ 
mature,  becaufe  when  it  is  known  that  a  par- 
liamentary Enquiry  is  immediately  to  be 
made,  concerning  the  Legality  of  granting 
away  a  very  great  Part  of  the  Sum,  annually 
paid  in  Penfions,  it  is  improper  to  anticipate, 
°  3  in 
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in  this  Committe,  a  Debate,  which  is  to  come 
on  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Houfe ;   and,   it  is1 
contrary  to  Order,  to  mention  any  Intelligence 
of  this  Kind  in  a  Committee  at  all.     Befides, 
it  is  at  all  Times  improper,  as  well  in  the 
Houfe,  as  in  a  Committee,  to   mention  the 
King,  or  his  Miniflers,  in  a  manner  that  may, 
in  the  leaft  Degree,  influence  the  Determina- 
tion of  this  Part  of  the  LegiQature,  in  a  Quef- 
tion,  upon  which  the  Public  Intereft  fo  effen- 
tially  depends.     When    his  Majeily  intends 
us  the  Honour  of  a  MefTage,  and  it  is  brought 
to  us  by  the  proper  Officers,  at  his  command, 
it  is  our  Duty  to  receive  and  confider  it  j   but, 
when  we  are  deliberating  upon  a  Queftion, 
that  comes  properly  before  us  as  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  People,  we  are  not  to  be  told  that 
his  Majefty  has  faid  this,  or  his  Minifter  has 
faid   that,    much  lefs   are  we  to  regard  the 
Whifpers  of  a  Levy,  or  any  thing  that  a  Mi- 
nifter thinks  fit  to  drop  in  a  fele<fl  Junto,  with 
a  View    to  have  it  reach  this  Houie,  in  the 
Courfe  of  its  Circulation  *.     I  exprefs  myfelf 

with 


*  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  upon  the  firft  Intelligence 
of  his  Majefty's  Intention,  with  Refpeft  to  Penfions, 
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with  the  greateft  Zeal,  on  this  Occafion,  as  it 
certainly  behoves  us  not  only  to  avoid,  with 
the  utmofl  Care,  all  Royal  or  Minifterial  In- 
fluence, but  even  the  Appearances  of  it. 

Mr  P—  r— ,  A.  G. 

Not  to  controvert  what  has  been  offered 
to  (hew  that  the  Intelligence  jufl  communi- 
cated to  the  Committee,  is  premature,  or  con- 
trary to  Order,   it  is  fufficient,  for  my  own 
Juftification,  to   repeat  what   I   faid  before, 
that  I  did  hot  intend  to  communicate  it,  and 
that  I  had  not  received  any   Authority  fo  to  • 
do ;  but,  as  fome  Hints  had  been  thrown  out, 
I  thought  it  better  to  explain  the  whole  Mat- 
ter, than  to  let  Gentlemen  go  away  with  un- 
certain Surmifes,   and    conceive    Prejudices, 
which  it  might  afterwards  be  difficult  to  re- 
move. 


thought  fit  to  communicate  it  to  a  few  of  the  principal 
Gentlemen  ;  but,  not  thinking  he  had  fufficient  Autho- 
rity to  make  it  Publick,  he  wrote  to  his  Majcfty  for 
permifiion  fo  to  do  ;  this  Permiflion  he  received,  in  the 
Letter  mentioned  in  this  Debate,  to  have  come  to  his 
Hand  the  Night  before;  and  he  then  communicated  it 
to  a  Number  of  Gentlemen  at  the  Co/lie. 

04  Mr. 
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Admitting  what  that  honourable  Gentle? 
man  has  faid,  with  Refpect  to  his  Majefty's 
Intention,  and  that  his  Intelligence  was  pro- 
perly conveyed,  I  think  it  mould  by  no  means 
preclude  the  Refolution  it  is  fuppofed  to  ren- 
der unnecefTary  ;  for,  I  obferve,  that  the  Royal 
Intention,  as  it  has  been  reported  to  us,  re- 
lates only  to  Penfions  for  Lives,  or  Years  j 
whereas,  the  great  Burthen  upon  this  Efta- 
blimment  is  Penfions  during  Pleafure,  which 
we  feldom  fee  revoked,  becaufe  they  are  ge- 
nerally effectual  for  the  Purpofe  intended.  It 
is  manifeft,  from  the  uniform  Conduct  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  are  granted,  that  their 
Influence  is  more  certain,  and,  therefore, 
more  dangerous,  than  that  of  others,  and  for 
this  Reafon,  as  to  their  immediate  Tendency, 
niore  worthy  to  be  the  Subject  of  an  Adr 
drefs. 

Mr  J—  D—  made  ufe  of  fome  Argu- 
ments, in  Favour  of  the  Adjournment,  upon 
which,  Mr  B  -  got  up,  and  fpoke  to  the 
following  Effect: 


DAY  X.]        Affairs  of  IRELAND.          203 

I  fhould  certainly  oppofe  the  Adjournment, 
if  I  had  no  other  Objection  againft  it,  than  the 
ill  Ufe  which  may  poffibly  be  made  of  it ;  I  am 
fbrry  to  fay,  that,  upon  thefe  Occafions,  I 
have  frequently  known  fix  or  feven  Gentle- 
men meet,  who  have  an  Influence  in  this 
Houfe,  which  is  too  often  more  prevalent 
tjian  Conviction  itfelf.  In  the  prefent  Cafe, 
I  mould  be  very  forry  to  have  fuch  a  Meeting, 
and,  therefore,  I  am  againft  the  Adjournment. 

The  Queftion  for  the  Adjournment  was 
then  put,  and  carried  in  the  Negative  80  a- 
gainft  71. 

The  Queftion  was  then  put  for  the  Mo- 
tion, and  pafled  in  the  Affirmative  Nem.  Con. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  very  fame  Quef- 
tion,  on  the  very  lame  Occafion,  was  determi- 
ned by  the  firft  Divifion  laft  Seffions,  when  it 
pafled  againft  the  Adjournment  82  againft  80. 

The  Speaker  then  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  E —  AS—  P—  faid,  that  he  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  what  Day  it  would  be  agreea- 

able 
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ble  for  him  to  bring  into  that  Houfe  a  Com- 
plaint of  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  with  Refpect 
to  Letters  coming  free  to  Members  of  that 
Houfe  j  this  Privilege,  he  faid,  he  thought 
fhould  be  fupported,  and,  he  alledged,  that  an 
Englijh  Letter,  directed  to  him  at  his  Mother's 
Houfe  in  Limerick,  was  charged  at  the  Poft- 
Qffice  there,  becaufe,  when  it  came  thither, 
he  happened  to  be  at  Dublin  ;  this,  he  faid,  he 
thought  a  Breach  of  Privilege. 

The  R_t  H_ble  W-  #_  K—, 
P.  M.  G.  got  up,  and  faid,  that  he  was  of  a, 
different  Opinion  :  The  Pod-Office  in  Ireland, 
he  laid,  was  a  Branch  of  the  Pott-Office  in 
England,  and  he  apprehended  that  the  Privi- 
lege of  Members  of  Parliament  here,  with 
Refpect  to  their  Letters  pafling  free,  was  not 
more  extenfive  than  that  of  the  Members  in 
England,  where  it  was  an  eftablifhed  Rule, 
that,  if  the  Letter  was  not  directed  to  the  dwel- 
ling Houfe  of  the  Member,  or  to  a  Place  where 
he  was  actually  refident  at  the  Time,  it  fhould 
be  charged.  He  faid,  that  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, in  England,  had  made  a  Complaint  of 
exactly  the  fame  Kind  as  this  of  Mr  P — , 
with  Refpect  to  the  charging  two  Letters, 
which  he  could  produce,  and,  that  being  in 

the 
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the  Courfe  of  the  Debate,  convinced  of  the 
Impropriety  of  Letters  directed  to  Members 
of  Parliament  going  free  to  Places,  where  the 
Member  was  not,  and  of  the  ill  Purpofes  to 
which  it  might  be  abufed,  he  acquiefced  in 
the  Charge,  and  dropped  his  Complaint :  Mr 
F — ,  however,  added,  'that  he  would  not  an- 
ticipate the  Debate,  which  would  arife  on  the 
Day  that  mould  be  fixed  for  Complaints  of 
Breach  of  Privilege  being  heard,  and  exarm> 
ned,  and  that  he  was  willing  it  mould  be  fixed 
as  foon  as  was  thought  proper. 

Mr  P —  replied,  that  he  agreed,  with  the 
Poft-Mafler,  in  allowing  that  the  Pofl-Office 
in  Ireland  was  a  Branch  of  the  Pott-Office  in 
E,ngla?id,  but  infifled  that  the  Privilege  of  the 
Members  in  Ireland  had  no  dependance  up- 
on that  Country. 

Mr  F—  interrupting  him,  anfwered,  he 
did  not  fay  that  it  had. 

Mr  P —  then  proceeded,  and  faid,  he  was 
fired  at  a  Breach  of  Privilege  of  this  Kind,  as 
many  Arts  had  been  practifed  to  prevent  the 
Members  from  enjoying  the  Advantages  of  it. 
pie  added,  that  it  once  happened  that  the  Re- 

folu- 
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fclutions  of  the  Houfe,  relative  to  this  Quefti- 
on,  and  in  Favour  of  the  Privilege,  had  been 
fecreted  and  not  printed. 


TUESDAY,  Nov.  8,    1763. 

t  *s 
ELEVENTH    DAY. 

Mr  7—  jF;V*-G— . 

MrS , 

THE  Penfions  that  are  now  charged  upon 
the  civil  Eftablifhment  of  this  Kingdom, 
amount  to  no  lefs  than  feventy-two  Thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum,  befides  the  French  and 
military  Penfions,  and  befides  the  Sums  paid 
as  Salaries  for  old,  and  new  unneceflary  Em- 
ployments, and  thofe  paid  in  unnecefTary  Ad- 
ditions to  the  Salaries  of  others  ;  the  Penfi- 
ons, therefore,  on  the  Civil  Eftablifhment  a- 
lone,  exceed  the  Civil  Lift  above  forty-two 
¥houfand  Pounds.  It  appears  to  have  been 
the  unanimous  Refolution  of  this  Houfe,  in 
the  Year  1/57,  that  the  Increafe  of  Penfions 
was  then  very  alarming,  and,  as  the  Increafe 

of 


DAY  XI.        Affairs  of  IRELAND.         207 
of  Penfions,    fince  that  Time,  has  been  very 
confiderable,  it   muft  be  now  alarming,  in  a 
much  greater  Degree.     Penfions  have  gradu- 
ally increafed  every  Year,  from  the  Time  that 
their   Increafe  was  declared  to  be  alarming, 
by  a  folemn  Refolution   of  this   Houfe.     I 
fpeak  it  with  equal  Aftonimment  and  Con- 
cern, and,  I  think,  it  muft  aftonrdi  and  con- 
cern all  that  hear  me.     There  are  many  other 
Circumftances  that  aggravate  this  Evil.     Pen- 
fions were  not  only   increafed  by  the  Minif- 
ters,  immediately  after  the  folemn  Declaration 
of  this  Houfe,  that  they  were  already  fo  great 
as  to  be  of  the  moft  fatal  Confequence,  had 
been    communicated,    in   a  moft  fubmiffive 
Manner,  by  an  Addrefs,  to  the  Crown  •  but  at 
a  Time  when  an  expenfive  War  increafed  the 
real  Exigencies  of  the  State,  and  when  a  large 
Supply,  large,  with  Refpect  to  the  pecuniary 
Abilities  of  this  poor  Country,  was  required, 
and  granted,  and  a  very  confiderable  national 
Debt  willingly,  and   chearfully,  contracted  : 
At  a  Time,  too,  when  many  new  Regiments 
were  railed,  which,  as  they  would  necefTarily 
increafe  the  Influence  of  a  Minifter,  by  creat- 
ing new  Appointments,  might  well  have  ex- 
cufed  us  from  paying  penfionary  Gratificati- 
ons :  It  might,  reafonably,  have  been  hoped, 

that 
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that  our  general  Inability,  our  necefTary  In- 
creafe  of  Expence,  our  contracting  Debts,  and 
our  Increafe  of  the  Minifter's  Power,  by  raif- 
ing   new    Troops,  the  Command  of  which 
would  be  in  his  Difpofal,  would,  without  any 
Remonftrance  from  the  Commons,  have  beer! 
fufficient  to  deter  him   from   laying  upon  us 
the   additional-  and  odious  Burthen  of  new 
Penfions  ;  yet,    unhappily  for  us,    Pen  (ions 
have  been  increafed,  in  Proportion  to  the  very 
Caufes  why  they  fliould  not  encreafe  ;  and, 
while  our  Ability  has  been  growing  lefs,  and 
the  Influence  of  the  Minifter  more,  we  have 
not  only  had  our  Money  given  away,  in  new 
Pensions,     but     in    Augmentations    of    the 
Salaries  that  we  have  too  long  paid  for  doing 
nothing.     It  is  always,  with  Regret,  that   I 
difcover  the  Nakednefs  of  my  Country,  but, 
upon  this  Occasion,  I  ought  not  to  hide  it  : 
Upon  this  Occafion,  I  muft  remind  you,  that 
Ireland  is  not  more  than  one  third  peopled  ; 
that  our  Trade  lies  under  fuch  Difadvantages, 
that  two-thirds  of  the  People   we  have  are 
unemployed,  and  are,  confequently,  condem- 
ned to  the  moft  deplorable  Indigence  3  a  State 
which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  wretched, 
in  Proportion   as  the  Luxury   of  a  few    has 
multiplied  artificial  Wants,  to  which  they  are 

no 
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no  Strangers,  but  of  which  they  have  no  far- 
ther Knowledge  than  juft  ferves  to  excite 
Envy  and  Difcontent.  We  have  neither  fo- 
reign Trade,  nor  home  Confumption,  fuffici- 
ent  to  diftribute  the  Conveniences  of  Life  a- 
mong  us,  with  a  reafonable  Equality  j  or  to 
enable  us  to  pay  any  Tax,  proportioned  to 
our  Number.  This  Ifland  is  fuppofed  to 
contain  three  Millions ;  and,  of  thefe,  two  Mil- 
lions live  like  the  Beafts  of  the  Field,  upon  a 
Root  picked  out  of  the  Earth;  almoft  without 
Hovels  for  Shelter,  or  Cloaths  for  covering. 
What  muft  become  of  a  Nation,  in  this  Situ- 
ation, which,  at  the  fame  Time,  is  contract- 
ing a  Debt  that  muft  every  Year  increafe,  by 
a  very  confiderable  Excefs  of  its  Expences  a- 
bove  its  Income  ?  What  muft  become  of  a 
Nation  whofe  idle  Hands,  inftead  of  being 
employed,  by  the  Introduction  of  Trade,  and 
the  Eftablimment  of  Manufactures,  are  form- 
ed into  Corps  of  mercenary  Soldiers,  whom 
the  unhappy  Community  to  which  they  be- 
long, and  to  the  Profperity  of  which  their 
Labour  ought  to  contribute,  is  taxed  to  pay ; 
with  this  Aggravation,  that  the  Expence 
they  can  fo  ill  bear,  is  unnecefTarily  increafed, 
upon -the  Pen  (ion  Principles,  by  the  Number 
of  Regiments,  and  Officers,  being  greatly  more 

than 
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than  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Men  ;  by 
the  Money  paid  to  thefe  Officers  being  fpen* 
in  another  Country,  almoft  all  the  Staff, 
which  is  .very  weighty,  being  Abfentees,  and 
feveral  of  the  Regiments  themfelves  being 
ordered  out  of  the  Kingdom  ?  What  Me- 
thod can  be  found  to  prevent  the  Ruin  of  a 
State,  in  which  thefe  Evils  not  only  continue, 
but  increafe  ?  What  new  Mode  of  Taxation 
can  be  devifed  ?  Shall  we  tax  Leather  where 
no  Shoes  are  worn,  or  Tallow,  where  no  Can- 
dles are  burnt  ?  What  Tax  can  be  raifed 
upon  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  where  they  con- 
fift  wholly  of  Roots  and  Water  ?  and,  where 
Convenienciescanbut  juft  be  procured  ?  What 
Tax  can  be  laid  upon  them  that  will  not  ope- 
rate as  a  Prohibition,  and,  confequently,  can 
never  be  railed  ?  If  we  cannot  increafe  our 
Revenue,  we  have  but  one  Alternative,  we 
mufl  either  leflen  our  Expences,  or  be  un- 
done :  Surely,  it  is  not  necefTary  to  confider 
how  Ruin  may  be  aggravated,  to  determine 
our  Choice  ;  and  yet  there  are  many  Circum- 
fiances  that  will  aggravate  our  Ruin,  if  we 
fuffer  it  to  take  Place  ;  thofe  who  have  Of- 
fered in  a  good  Caufe,  who  have  facrificed  a 
private  to  a  public  Intereft,  who  have  fuftain- 
cd  fuffering  Virtue,  or,  afferted  the  Claim  of 

ne- 
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negledted  Merit,  have  derived  Confolation 
from  a  noble  Source,  and  have  not  only  tri- 
umphed, but  rejoiced  in  Misfortune.  Will 
this  be  our  Cafe?  If  we  ourfelves,  our 
Wives,  and  Children,  and  all  that  are  near  and 
dear  to  us,  are  ftript  of  our  whole  Birthright ; 
if  our  Conftitution  is  fubverted,  our  Freedom 
deftroyed,  and  the  wretched  Inhabitants  of 
this  loyal  and  magnanimous  Country  left  to 
perifh,  for  Want,  in  the  Streets,  what  Com- 
fort mall  we  have  in  this  dreadful  Day  of  our 
Vifitation  ?  Can  we  then  reftedt,  with  the 
Patriot's  Elation  of  Mind,  that  we  fuffer  for 
the  general  Good  of  Mankind  ?  Can  we  footh 
ourfelves  with  the  confcious  Generality  of 
having  procured  any  important  Benefit  to  our 
Sifter  Country  ?  Can  we  flatter  Ourfelves 
with  a  Loyalty  that  has  facrificed  all  to  the 
Gratification  of  our  Prince  ?  or  with  a  roman- 
tic, but  noble  Liberality,  that  has  lavimed  our 
whole  Pofleflions,  in  rewarding  thofe  who 
have  opened  new  Mines  of  Knowledge,  or 
unlocked  new  Springs  of  Felicity  ? — No  ; 
mortifying  Confideration !  we  are  facrifking 
Ourfelves  to  increafe  the  Folly  and  Extrava- 
gance of  thofe,  whom  Opulence  has  already 
made  extravagant  and  foolifh  -,  or  to  enrich 
the  Servile  and  the  Corrupt,  whom  it  is  the 
P  In- 
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Intereft  of  every  State  to  keep  poor.     Some 
private  Service  done  to  the  King's  Advifers, 
is  the  Claim,  the  only  Claim,  of  both   Claf- 
fes,  to  the  Vitals  of  our  Country  ;  and,  what 
is   our  confenting  to  pay  Penlions   to  fuch 
Wretches  as  thefe,  but  leaving  our  Property 
to  thofe  who  have  ftabbed  us  to  the  Heart  ! 
It  is  written,  That  the  Wages  of  Sin  is  Death  -y 
but  whoever  will  look  into  our  Lift  of  Penfi- 
ons,   will  have   Reafon  to  fay,   "  That  the 
Wages  of  Sin  is  Ireland. "     There  are,  indeed, 
on  that  Lift,  two  Perfons  who  have  an  indu- 
bitable Claim  to  our  Gratitude  ;    one  in  this 
Kingdom,  and  the  other  in  England  j  but  ma- 
ny of  the  reft,  on  the  Lift,  are  Names  that  are 
no  where  elfe  to  be  found,  that  blot  the  Pa- 
per, and  dimonour  the  two  worthy  Perfons, 
who  are  mentioned  in  the  fame  Margin  :   It 
is  not,  indeed,  pretended  that  they  have  Me- 
rit, even  in  the  Preamble  of  the  very  Patent 
that  gives  them  our  Wealth  ;  it  is  there  con- 
felTed  that  they  are  felected  to  good  Fortune 
by  fpecial  Grace,  and  mere  Motion  :  If  we  en- 
quire what  it  was  that  qualified  them  for  this 
Diftinction,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  Qualifica- 
tion of  fome,  was,  their  having  had  Penfions 
before,  that  were  too  fmall  to  gratify  their  Vi- 
ces ;  the  Qualification  of  others,  their  contri- 
buting 
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buting  to  the  Vices  of  their  Superiors,  and 
of  fome,  their  Dexterity  at  procuring  for  a 
Minifter,  a  parliamentary  Influence  :  They 
are  of  both  Sexes,  of  all  Countries,  and  of  all 
Claffes  :  The  Foreigner,  by  having  a  Peniion 
for  Life,  or  Years,  may  employ  our  own  Mo- 
ney again  ft  us  5  for,  though  the  Grant,  in  that 
Cafe,  might  be  refumed,  yet  it  might,  before 
that  Time,  be  transferred  for  an  equivalent 
Sum,  which  would  be  thus  out  of  our  reach  : 
The  Native  being  worthlefs  and  corrupt,  and 
his  very  Demerit  being  his  Recommendation, 
is  already  actually  employed  againfl  us,  by  fe- 
cretly  undermining  our  Independence,  and 
Liberty,  and  both  concur  in  draining  us 
of  Money  to  an  Amount  that  muft  load  us 
with  an  unfupportable  Debt,  and  terminate  in 
our  inevitable  Ruin.  Our  Cafe,  however,  is 
not  defperate  -,  our  Hope  is  in  the  Beft  of 
[Princes,  the  Friend  of  Virtue,  the  Father  of 
his  People  :  To  redrefs  this  enormous  Griev- 
ance, nothing  more  can  be  neceflary  than  to 
acquaint  him  with  it :  To  expofe  the  delu- 
five  Arts  of  his  Advifers,  and  convince  him, 
by  the  Reprefehtation  I  have  now  made,  that 
they  are  facrificing  the  Happinefs,  almoft  the 
Exiftence,  of  three  Million  of  his  loyal  and 
dutiful  Subjects,  to  a  few  Wretches,  of  whom 
Pa  jic 
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he  is  totally  ignorant,  and  whom,  if  he  knew, 
he  would  defpife  and  deteft.  It  can  never  be 
fuppofed,  that  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign 
would  concur  in  fuch  Meafures,  if  he  might 
do  it  without  an  exprefs  Violation  of  the 
Law,  much  lefs  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  he 
would  fuffer  the  Law  to  be  violated,  which 
he  has  publickly  and  folemnly  engaged  to  de- 
fend. That  the  Grant  of  the  Penfions,  in 
Queflion,  is  contrary  to  Law,  I  fhall  now 
prove,  by  inconteftible  Evidence,  and,  what- 
ever Doubt  fome  Gentlemen  may  have,  or 
pretend  to  have,  about  the  fatal  Confequences 
of  our  Penfions,  I  prefume  that  there  are  none 
who  doubt,  or  pretend  to  doubt,  whether  a 
Practice  fhould  be  fuffered,  by  which  Laws, 
that  immediately  affect,  not  Individuals  only, 
but  the  very  Conftitution  are  trampled  under 
Foot. 

The  Crown,  Sir,  has  a  public  and  a  private 
Revenue  ;  the  public  Revenue  it  receives  as 
a  Truftee  for  the  Public ;  and  the  private 
Revenue  it  receives  in  its  own  Right.  The 
public  Revenue  arifes  from  the  hereditary 
and  temporary  Duties,  and  thefe  are  exprefly 
appropriated  to  particular  Purpofes ;  fo  that  the 
Crown  is  not  a  Truftee  with  a  difcretionary 

Power, 
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Power,  but  a  Truftee,  limited  and  prefcribed ; 
receiving  the  Money,  merely  to  apply  it  for 
the  Purpofes  to  which  it  is  appropriated. 
The  private  Revenue  arifes  from  the  ancient 
Demefne  Lands,  from  Forfeitures  for  Treafon, 
and  Felony,  Prifage  of  Wines,  Light-Houfe 
Duties,  and  a  fmall  Part  of  the  cafual  Reve- 
nue, not  granted  by  Parliament,  and,  in  this, 
the  Crown  has  the  fame  unlimitted  Property 
that  a  Subject  has  in  his  own  Freehold. 
Now,  Sir,  the  private  Revenue  of  the  Crown, 
probably,  does  not  amount  to  7,000  /.  a  Year, 
fo  that  the  Penfions,  amounting  to  72,ooo/. 
a  Year,  include  an  illegal  Appropriation  of 
65,000  /.  a  Year,  of  an  unalienable  Revenue, 
limitted  to  public  Ufes, 

That  the  public  Revenue  is  thus  limitted, 
appears  inconteftible,  by  the  very  Statutes  on 
which  the  feveral  Duties  that  conftitute  it  are 
raifed. 

The  Grant  of  the  Excife  is  faid,  in  the  Pre- 
amble, to  be  for  "  Pay  of  the  Army,  and 
"  defraying  other  public  Charges,  in  Defence 
"  and  Prefervation  of  this  Kingdom ;"  the 
Grant  of  Tonnage  and  additional  Poundage, 
*c  for  protecting  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom 

PS  at 
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"  at  Sea,  and  augmenting  the  public  Reve- 
<c  nuej"  and  the  Grant  of  Hearth-Money,  as 
"  a  public  Revenue  for  public  Charges  and 
"  Expences." 

This  Grant  of  Hearth-Money  was  made 
in  lieu  of  the  Irijh  Court  of  Wards,  in  which 
the  Crown  had  private  Property  j  and  on 
which  Penfions  had  been  charged ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  Legiflature,  apprehending  that  thofe, 
to  whom  thefe  Penfions  had  been  paid,  might 
endeavour  to  obtain  them  out  of  this  new 
Revenue,  was  not  content  that  they  mould 
only  be  voidable  by  the  general  Appropriati- 
on of  the  Grant  in  the  Preamble,  but  added  a 
Claufe,  exprefly  enacting,  that  all  fuch  Penfi- 
ons mould  be  void;  enabling  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, in  a  fummary  Way,  to  compell  the 
Grantee  to  re-pay  all  the  Penlion  that  mould 
be  received,  on  Pretence  of  fuch  Grant,  and 
inflicting  a  Forfeiture  of  double  the  Value,  on 
every  Perfon,  who  mould  accept  of  fuch  Pen- 
iion  5  it  mufl  alfo  be  remarked,  that  the 
Claufe  annulling  Penfions  contains  no  Excep- 
tion in  Favour  of  Penfions  granted  as  Re- 
wards for  public  Services ;  it  is,  therefore, 
manifeft,  that  the  Legiflature  did  not  confider 
fuch  Penfions  as  Part  of  the  public  Charges  -y 

if 
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if  they  did,  this  Act  would  be  inconfiftent  with 
itfelf. 

The  Act  for  granting  the  Revenue  of  Ale- 
Licenfes,  not  mentioning  the  Ufes  for  which 
it  was  granted,  in  the  Preamble,  has  retrained 
the  Crown  from  charging  it  with  Penfions,  by 
an  exprefs  Claufe» 

The  Act  granting  the  Revenue  of  ftrong 
Water,  and  Wine-Licences,  was  principally 
intended  to  regulate  the  Retail  of  ithofe  Li- 
quors, and  not  for  the  Income,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  be  inconfiderable  ;  therefore  no 
Preamble  was  thought  of,  to  declare  the  Ufes 
of  it,  nor  any  exprefs  Claufe  to  guard  it  a- 
gainft  Penfions  j  yet,  as  there  is  nothing  in  it 
that  mews  an  Intention  of  private  Property, 
the  Conftruction  of  this  Act  muft  be  'govern- 
ed by  the  ufual  Intention  of  fuch  Grants,  for 
this  is  the  univerfal  Practice,  with  Refpedt  to 
Conftructions  in  Law,  as  might  be  {hewn 
from  a  hundred  Inftances. 

The  Grant  of  Poundage  is  manifeftly  in- 
tended  for   public   Ufes :    It  was  originally 
granted  in  the  1 4th  of  Henry  the  IVth,  to  the 
military  Fraternity  of  St  George,   for  main- 
P    .  tain- 
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t aining  a  military  Force,  in  Defence  of  the 
Englijh  Pale  againft  Rebels:  An  Act  of  the 
loth  of  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  recites,  that  the 
Tax  had  been  converted  by  the  Fraternity  to 
private  Ufes,  and,  THEREFORE,  grants  it  to 
the  Crown  for  five  Years  ;  at  the  Expiration 
of  this  Term  it  was  made  perpetual  by  the 
Act  now  in  Force. 

The  Irijh  Quit-rents,  and  Crown-rents, 
were  referved  on  Grants  of  Lands,  in  which 
the  Crown  had  a  private  Property,  and, 
therefore,  thefe  Rents  were  originally  the 
private  Property  of  the  Crown,  but,  by  the 
Englijh  Act  of  the  1 1  th  and  1 2th  of  King 
William  the  Hid.  it  is  enacted  "  that  thefe 
"  Rents  mall  for  ever  be  for  the  Maintainance 
"  of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  and  that  all 
"  Pen/ions  fince  the  I3th  of  February  1688, 
"  charged  or  to  be  charged  thereon,  mould 
"  be  void."  Now,  it  cannot  be  argued,  that 
the  exprefs  Exclufion  of  Penfions  proves  them 
not  to  be  excluded  by  the  general  Appropria- 
tion of  the  Duty  ;  becaufe,  though  the  ex- 
prefs Appropriation  of  the  Duty,  does  ex- 
clude them,  an  exprefs  Claufe,  was,  notwith- 
Aanding,  neceffary  for  two  Purpofes ;  one 
was,  that  Penfions  which  would  otherwife 

havq 
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have  been  only  'voidable,  might  be  void;  and 
the  other,  that  Penfions,  granted  between  the 
i  ^th  of  February  1688,  and  the  Time  of  mak- 
ing the  Act  might  be  null,  which  might  other- 
wife  have  been  deemed  valid.  It  muft  alfo 
be  obferved  here,  that  this  Act,  like  that  an- 
nulling Penfions  on  the  Hearth-money,  makes 
no  Exception  in  favour  of  thofe  fuppofed  to 
be  granted  for  public  Service  ;  fo  that  fuch 
Penfions  cannot  be  pretended  to  be  for  the 
Maintenance  of  Government.  It  alfo  appears 
Jthat  the  Legiflatures,  both  of  England  and 
Ireland,  wifely  forefaw,  that  an  Exception,  in 
Favour  of  Penfions,  grounded  on  public  Me- 
rit, would  be  abufed,  by  Servants  of  the 
Crown,  and  Mifleaders  of  the  People  -,  and  it 
is  manifefl,  that  charging  the  Revenue  of  Ire- 
land with  Penfions,  is  contrary  to  the  Inten- 
tion of  both  Legiflatures,  in  other  Words  is 
contrary  to  Law. 

This  Fad,  once  eftablifhed,  totally  pre- 
cludes all  that  might  be  offered  on  the  other 
£ide,  yet,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  one 
Argument,  in  particular,  in  Favour  of  Pen- 
fions \sfelo-de-Je  -,  it  is  faid,  that  Penfions  are 
iifeful  for  maintaining  the  Dignity  of  the 
Crown  -,  if  fo,  no  Penfion  mould  be  grant- 
ed 
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cd  for  Lives,  or  Years,  either  in  Pofleflion, 
or  Reverfion,  becaufe  fuch  Grant  tends  to 
leffen  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown  in  fucceed- 
ing  Reigns;  fome  new  Kind  of  Sophiftry, 
muft,  therefore,  be  invented  to  frame  a  plau- 
fible  Apology  for  the  Advifers  of  fuch  Pen- 
fions. 

I  think,  Sir,  it  would  now  be  unnecefTary 
to  take  Notice  of  a  Letter,  faid  to  have  been 
written  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
concerning  his  Majefty's  Intention,  with  Re- 
fpect  to  Penfions,  even  if  it  had  come  legally 
before  us ;  I  {hall,  therefore,  only  obferve,  that 
jt  promifes  nothing  j  it  fays,  as  we  have  been 
informed,  by  thofe  who  affect  to  believe  that  it 
ought  to  preclude  our  prefent  Enquiry,  that 
Penfions  for  Lives  or  Tears,  {hall  not  be  grant- 
ed for  the  future,  except  on  extraordinary  Oc- 
cafions :  Penfions,  during  Pleafure,  therefore, 
are  out  of  the  Queftion  ;  and  who  but  the 
Minifter  is  to  judge  of  the  Occafion,  upon 
which  Penfions  are  to  be  granted  for  Lives,  or 
Years  ?  If  the  Minifter,  Sir,  {hall  think  fit  to 
advife  the  granting  fuch  Penfion,  for  the  fu- 
ture, he  has  nothing  to  do,  but  to  pretend  that 
the  Occafion  is  extraordinary,  to  evade  the 
Promife,  in  which  we  are  now  exhorted  im- 

pi;. 
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plicitly  to  truft.  Upon  the  whole,  as  the 
prefent  Load  of  Penfions  is  ruinous  in  itfelf,  as 
It  is  laid  on,  in  Violation  of  the  conftitutional 
Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  as  the  Acquiefcence, 
in  fuch  Violation,  is  a  Breach  of  the  Truft  re- 
pofed  in  us,  and  totally  repugnant  to  our 
higheft  Intereft,  and,  as  we  haye  at  prefent  no 
effectual  Promjfe  of  Redrefs,  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  move 

"  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
to  his  Majefty,  to  reprefent,  in  the  moft  du- 
tiful Terms,  that  the  Debt  of  this  Kingdom 
is  become  very  great.  That  the  Penfions, 
now  in  being,  that  have  been  placed  on  the 
Eftablifhments  of  this  Kingdom,  are  one  of 
the  Caufes  of  the  Increafe  of  the  public  Debt. 
That  thofe  Penfions  have  been  paid,  and  con- 
tinue to  be  paid,  out  of  all  the  Revenues  of 
this  Kingdom  without  Diftinction.  That  it 
appears  to  this  Houfe  to  be  worthy  of  his 
Majefty's  Royal  Confideration,  whether  the 
Grants  that  have  been  made  of  thofe  Pen- 
fions, are  agreeable  to,  or  warranted  by  the 
Laws  of  Kingdom,  and  whether  the  Reve- 
nues of  the  Crown  that  have  been  given 
for  public  Ufes,  ought,  or  can  by  Law,  be 
applied  to  Penfions :  And,  therefore,  mod 

hum- 
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humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefty,  to  order  it  to 
be  made  known,  as  his  Majefty's  Royal  Will 
and  Command,  to  the  Officers  of  the  Trea- 
fury  of  this  Kingdom,  that  no  Part  of  the 
Revenues  of  Excife,  Cuftoms,  Poundage, 
Hearth-Money,  Quit-Rents,  Ale  Licences, 
Wine,  or  Strong  Water  Licences,  or  of  the 
additional  Duties,  granted  or  to  be  granted  in 
this  Kingdom,  for  any  limited  Term,  be  paid 
or  applied  to  any  Penlion,  or  Annuity,  grant- 
ed, or  to  be  granted,  out  of,  or  which  may 
any  ways  charge,  or  affect  the  faid  Revenues 
of  Excife,  Cuftoms,  Poundage,  Hearth  Money, 
Quit  Rents,  Ale  Licences,  Wine,  and  Strong 
Water  Licences,  and  additional  Duties,  or  any 
of  the  faid  Revenues,  till  it  mall  firft  be  de- 
termined by  a  Court  of  Juftice,  of  compe- 
tent Jurifdi&ion,  that  the  Crown  may  grant 
Annuities,  or  Penfions,  out  of  the  faid  Reve- 
nues ;  and  that  his  Majefty  may  be  graciouf- 
ly  pleafed  to  give  his  Royal  Orders  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Treafury,  that  no  Penfions  be 
paid  out  of  the  faid  Revenues,  in  any  other 
Manner,  than  the  Judgment,  or  Decree,  of  a 
Court  of  competent  Jurifdi&ion,  (hall  deter- 
mine to  be  juft,  and  agreeable  to  the  Laws 
of  this  Kingdom  j  and  that  his  Majefty  may 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  his  Majefty's 

Ser* 
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Servants  of  the  Law  in  this  Kingdom,  to 
make  that  Defence,  that  the  Laws  of  the 
kingdom  mall  warrant,  to  every  Suit  that  fliali 
be  commenced  or  carried  on  by  any  Pen- 
fioner  or  Annuitant,  claiming  any  Part  of  the 
faid  Revenues,  till  it  (hall  be  judicioufly  deter- 
mined, in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  and  by 
the  dernier  refort,  that  the  Crown  may  grant 
Penfions,  or  Annuities,  out  of  the  faid  Reve- 
nues. That  his  Majefty's  faithful  Commons, 
neverthelefs,  do  by  no  Means  intend,  that  the 
Crown  fhall  be  deprived  of  the  Means  of  re- 
warding Merit,  or  of  conferring  thofe  Boun- 
ties, on  proper  Occafions,  that  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  may  require  :  But 
that  his  Majefty's  faithful  Commons,  on  the 
contrary,  will  be  ready  to  provide  a  Revenue, 
fuch  as  the  Condition  and  Circumftances  of 
this  Kingdom  mall  admit  of,  to  enable  the 
Crown  to  reward  Merit,  and,  on  proper  Oc- 
cafions, to  confer  thofe  Bounties  that  may  be 
fuitable  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the 
Crown,  if  it  (hall  be  determined,  that  the  pre- 
fent  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  that  have  been 
given  for  Public  Ufes,  ought  not  to  be  applied 
to  Penfions.  Provided  thefe  Revenues  be 
referved  and  applied  to  the  Support  of  his 
Majefty's  Government  in  this  Kingdom  only." 

Mr 
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Mr  y —  M—  faid,  that  he  did  not  pretend 
to  go  into  the  nice  Difquifitions  of  the  Law, 
or  enter  the  Lifts  with  the  worthy  Member, 
who  fpoke  laft,  fo  juftly  pre-eminent  in  the 
Profeffion  ;    but  that  he  thought  it  his  Duty, 
when  he  intended  to  oppofe  a  Meafure  of  fo 
great  and  upright  a  Man,  to  difclofe  his  owri 
Sentiments  as   the   Motives  of  his  Conduct, 
however  firmly    he  might  be  perfuaded  they 
would  have  but    little  Influence  upon  others. 
Let  us  fuppofe,  fays  he,  that  the  Honfe  mould 
come  into  the  Motion  ;    that  the  King,  iff 
conlequence  of  it,   mould  give  Orders  to  his 
Servants,  to   fupport  a    Suit  intended  to  inva- 
lidate his   own  Grants,    and  diftrefs  the  de- 
ferving,  for  fome  fuch  I  think  the  honourable 
Gentleman    has   allowed  to  be   in  the  Pen- 
iioners  Lift  ;    let  us  fuppofe,  that  after  long 
litigation,   at   a  vaft  Expence  to  the  Crown, 
and  to  the  total  Ruin  of  the  Penfioners,  the 
Grant  mould  be  declared  illegal,  and  invali- 
dated accordingly  ;  I  apprehend  that  the  Evil,' 
refulting  from  fuch   a  Determination,  would 
be  greater  than  the  Good  ;    it  would  immedi- 
ately  injure  the  Prerogative  of  the   Crown, 
and,  conlequently,   would  be   hurtful  to  the 
Conftitution,  of  which  the  Crown  is  an  eiTen- 
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tial  and  confiderable  Part.  It  is  necefTary, 
in  all  Confutations,  that  the  Regal  Dignity 
fhould  be  fupported  by  a  Power  to  reward 
as  well  as  to  punifli :  It  is  furely,  contrary 
to  all  Rules,  as  well  as  all  Senfe  of  Right,  and 
Wrong,  that  our  amiable  and  beloved  Sove- 
reign, who  holds  the  Sword  of  Juftice  in  one 
Hand,  fhould  hold  a  barren  Sceptre  in  the 
other.  The  two  great  Springs  of  all  Action 
are  Hope  and  Fear,  and,  where  Fear  only  o- 
perates,  Love  can  have  no  place;  a  People 
Simulated  only  by  Fear,  however  free,  and, 
whatever  Advantages  of  Government  they 
may  boaft,  are  in  a  worfe  State  than  the  Sub- 
jects of  a  Defpotic  Prince  ;  Rewards  and  Pu- 
nimments  are  allowed  to  be  properly  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Divine  Being,  whom  Kings 
fhould  be  taught  to  imitate,  and,  in  every 
State,  it  is  as  necefTary  to  ftimulate  to  fuch 
Actions  as  are  beneficial  to  a  State,  as  to  cle- 
ter  from  thofe  which  are  hurtful :  If  P-er- 
fons  of  great  Merit  become  grey  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  their  Country,  muft  they  be  difmifled 
to  ftarve  when  they  are  capable  of  this  Ser- 
vice no  longer  ?  Or  muft  the  Public  fuffer  by 
having  them  continued  in  Piaces  of  which 
they  are  unable  to  difcharge  the  Duty  ? 
To  continue  them  would  be  furely  the  moft 

ex- 
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expenflve  Way  of  rewarding  them ;  and  to 
difmifs  them,  unrewarded,  would  be  little 
better  than  adopting  the  horrid  Cuftom  of 
the  Indian  Savages,  who  deftroy  their  Parents 
when  they  grow  old  ;  upon  the  whole,  con- 
fidering  the  prefent,  juft,  and  gracious  Dif- 
poiltion  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  amiable  Con- 
dud  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  Refpect 
to  the  Penfions  on  this  Eftablimment,  I  really 
think  Reftridlions  are  unneeeflary  ;  and,  as  I 
iliould  be  forry  to  render  his  Majefty's  divine 
Charaderiftic  of  delighting  to  do  Good  in- 
effedual,  I  mufh  declare  myfelf  againft  the 
Motion. 

Mr  R—  L-. 

MrS— , 

I  am  fo  aftonifhed,  Sir,  at  what  I  have 
heard  from  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who" 
fpoke  laft,  that  I  know  not  where  to  begin 
my  Reply  j  becaufe  it  has  been  admitted, 
that  two  Perfons,  who  receive  Penfions  from 
this  Eftablimment  are  worthy,  he  fets  out 
upon  a  Suppofition,  that  Penfions,  in  general, 
are  the  Reward  of  Merit,  though  they  have 
been  exprefly  faid  to  be  given  for  the  Services 
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of  Vice,  to  Vice,  to  be  a  Superfluity  added  to 
Wealth,  or,  the  Means  of  Luxury  and  Intem- 
perance, to  Ignorance  and  Sloth,  If,  upon  the 
Principle,  that  it  is  better  for  ten  guilty  to  e- 
fcape,  than  for  one  innocent  to  fuffer,  he 
would  infinuate,  that  all  the  Penfions  mould 
be  continued,  for  the  Sake  of  the  few  who 
deferve  them,  he  muft,  firft,  fhew,  that  the 
Fund  propofed  to  be  eftablifhed  for  enabling 
the  Crown  to  reward  Merit,  will  be  inade- 
quate to  the  Deferts  of  thofe  few  $  for,  other- 
wife,  there  is  no  Neceffity  for  continuing  Pen- 
fions to  the  unworthy,  upon  pretence,  that 
they  muft  otherwife  be  taken  from  the  defer- 
ving :  Befides,  Sir,  if  that  was  the  Cafe,  his 
Principle  concludes  directly  againft  him  3  for 
many  more  innocent  Perfons  will  fuffer,  by 
the  Continuation  of  Penfions,  as  they  ftand  at 
prefent,  than  by  the  total  Annihilation  of 
them  all;  by  their  Continuance,  Sir,  the 
whole  Nation  muft  fuffer,  as  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  made  the  Motion,  has  (hewn 
by  his  mafterly  Addrefs,  not  to  the  Paffions 
only,  but  the  Underftanding.  What  then 
can  the  Gentleman  mean,  by  fuppofing,  that, 
an  Enquiry  into  the  Legality  of  thefe  Grants, 
will  reftrain  the  King's  Power  of  doing  Good  ? 
Is  the  Gratification  of  a  certain  Number  of 

fervils 
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fervile,  obfcure,  vicious,  idle,  and  voluptuous 
Wretches,  at  the  Expence  of  a  Nation,  doing 
Good  ?  Will  not  his  Majefty  rejoice  to  be 
undeceived,  and  to  have  his  Benevolence  di- 
rected to  its  proper  Object  ?  Would  he  not 
alfo  be  glad  to  have  his  Bounty  kept  within 
its  proper  Channel,  rather  than  fuffered  to 
overflow  its  Banks,  and  ruin  the  Country  ? 
This  Country,  Sir,  might  eafily  be  made  a 
bright  Jewel  in  the  Britifi  Crown,  and,  it  is 
now  able  to  contribute  fomething  to  the  ge- 
neral Stock ;  it  may  be  faid,  Sir,  like  the 
Bird  in  the  Fable,  to  produce  one  golden  Egg 
in  a  Day,  but,  if  thofe  who  receive  the  gra- 
dual Tribute  are  impatient  to  feize  the  whole 
Treafure  at  its  Source,  they  will  fare,  as  the 
Peafant  did,  who  ripped  up  his  Bird,  and  fuf- 
fer  by  the  fame  Folly  and  Rapacity  that  de- 
ftroyed  their  Benefactor.  But,  I  am  really, 
Sir,  almoft  afraid  to  follow  the  honourable 
Gentleman  farther  -,  he  has  told  us,  Sir,  that, 
if  the  Grant  of  Penfions  is  illegal,  it  ought  to 
be,  notwithftanding,  permitted,  for  fear -of 
hurting  the  Prerogative. Is  it  the  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  Sir,  to  act  contrary  to 
Law  !  And  have  we  lived  to  hear  this  Prin- 
ciple advanced  in  an  Irifo  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons !  Upon  this  Occafion,  my  Humanity 

reftrains 
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reftrains  me  from  making  any  Remark,  and, 
I  am  fure,  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe  muft  ex- 
cufe  me  from  a  Reply.     But,    Sir,  we  have 
alfo  been  told,   by  a  moft  extraordinary  De- 
dudion  of  Argument,  that  if  we  do  not  fuffer 
ourfelves  to  fink  under  the  prefenc  exorbitant 
Load  of  Penfions,  we  mall  be  in  a  worfe  State 
than  the  Slaves  of  a  Tyrant  in  Barbary  ;  dread- 
ful Dilemma,  and  aftoniming  Paradox  !   but 
how  is  it  made  out  ?    Why,   if  we  limit  the 
Penfions,  we  mall  totally  annihilate  the  King's1 
Power  to  reward  Merit  5  if  we  annihilate  his 
Power  to  reward  Merit,  he  can  never  excite 
Hope ;    if  he  excites  no  Hope,  he  can  act 
only  upon  our  Fear,  and  thofe,  that  are  fti- 
mulated  only  by  Fear,    are  worfe  off  than 
Slaves  in  Barbary.    If  it  is  poffible  to  recoiled; 
myfelf,  among  all  thefe  Wonders,  and  fee  my 
Way  through  this  Confufion,  let  me  alk,  has 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  no  Source  for  the 
Reward  of  Merit,  but  Irijh  Penfions  ?  Let  us 
look  round,  and  take  a  View  of  the  Servants 
of  the  Crown,    and   their  Servants,  and  the 
Servants  of  their  Servants,   in  every  Depart- 
ment ;  and,  let  us  count  their  Numbers,  and 
theValue  of  their  Employments ;  we  mail  foon 
be  convinced,  that  the  Service  of  the  State  is 
moft  abundantly  its  own    reward  -,  of  how 

many 
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many  does  the  firft  and  principal  Clafs  eon- 
fift,  who,  in  general,  are  paid  for  doing  no- 
thing ?  And  how  much  more  numerous 
are  the  fubordinate  Claffes  that  are  paid  for 
doing,  what  the  others  leave  undone  ?  While 
all  thefe  lucrative  Employments  are  in  the 
Gift  of  the  Crown,  is  Merit  to  go  wholly  un- 
rewarded, if  we  reduce  our  Penfions  within 
the  Limits  of  our  Ability  ?  Is  Merit  to  be 
wholly  unrewarded,  if  our  Vitals  are  not 
drained  away  for  thofe  who  have  no  Merit 
at  all  ?  Amazing  Abfurdity  !  But  if  our 
Penfions  are  reduced,  and  our  Laws  kept 
facred ,  worfe  Confequences  ftill  follow  ;  we 
are  then  to  act  from  no  Motive  but  Fear,  and, 
if  fo,  we  are  in  a  worfe  State  than  Slaves  in 
Bar bar y.  It  is  fomewhat  difficult  to  con- 
ceive, what  makes  the  State  of  the  Subjects 
of  Morocco  deplorable,  if  it  is  not  a  ilavifh 
Subjection  from  a  principal  of  Fear;  and,  if  it 
is,  there  cannot  be  lefs  Difficulty  in  conceiving 
how  our  State  can  become  worfe,  fuppofing 
the  fame  Effect  to  be  produced  among  us,  from 
the  fame  Caufe  ;  but  is  that  honourable  Gen- 
tleman now  to  learn,  that,  in  Barbary,  the 
Innocent  are  not  exempted  from  that  Fear, 
which  in  Britain  can  only  operate  upon  the 
Guilty?  Will  any  Man  in  Britain  fear  that 

his 
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his  Property  fhould  be  arbitrarily  feizcd  by  a 
Creature  of  Power,  that  his  Perfon  fhould  be 
ill  treated,  or  his  Family  turned  into  the 
Street,  by  the  brutal  and  capricious  Difplea- 
fure  of  fome  Delegate  of  Defpotifm,  of  whom 
he  does  not  dare  to  complain  ?  Will  honeft 
Induftry  be  brought  under  the  Fear  of  thefe 
Evils,  by  a  Limitation  of  Irijh  Penfions,  or  a 
Defence  of  our  Conftitution,  againfl  illegal 
Demands  ?  Of  what,  Sir,  are  we  to  live 
in  fear  ?  In  Britain  we  can  fear  nothing,  but 
Punifhment  for  breaking  the  Law ;  if  we  do 
not  fuffer  that  Law,  which  is  equally  the 
Safeguard  of  the  Innocent,  and  the  Scourge  of 
the  Guilty,  to  be  rendered  ineffe&ual,  and 
broken  with  Impunity.  While  we  acl:  in  a 
fbady  Conformity  to  our  public  and  private 
Duties,  we  may  fet  Power  at  defiance,  and 
live  facred  from  the  Fear  that  makes  Slaves, 
in  Barbary,  wretched,  though  not  one  Far- 
thing mould  be  paid,  in  Penfions,  from  this 
Time  for  ever.  But  this  Gentleman  has 
afked,  whether  thofe  who  have  grown  grey, 
in  the  public  Service,  are  to  be  left  to  ftarve, 
when  they  can  ferve  the  Public  no  longer  r 
Jl,et  me  aik,  in  my  turn,  has  this  Gentleman 
never  heard  of  Employments  being  executed 
by  Deputies  -,  if  a  Deputy  is  admitted  when 
Q3  the 
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the  Incumbent  is  able,  can  he  fuppofe  a  De- 
puty will  not  be  permitted,  when  the  Incum- 
bent has  furvived  his  Ability  ?  He  afks,  muft 
the  Public  be  injured,  by  continuing  Perfons 
in  Office,  whom  Age  has  rendered  unable  to 
perform  their  Duty  ?  And,  I  afk,  is  the  Pub- 
lic injured  by  putting  thofe  into  Office  who 
were  never  able  to  perform  their  Duty  at  all  -y 
when  the  Service  is  conftantly  exacted  from 
thofe  whom  the  Public  pays  for  performing 
it,  and  when  none  are  appointed  to  receive 
this  Pay  of  the  Public,  but  thofe  who  are  able 
to  perform  the  Service  effectually,  for  which 
it  is  allotted,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to 
confider  of  Expedients,  for  rewarding  the 
paft  Services  of  thofe  who  are  difabled  from 
future.  I  mould  be  forry  to  impute  the  very 
extraordinary  Things,  which,  that  honour- 
able Gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  drop  in  this 
^.ffembly,  to  the  leaft  favourable  Caufe  j  but 
I  folemnly  declare,  they  appear  to  me  to  be 
of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  more  to  his  Difadvantage,  to  fuppofe, 
that  he  does  or  does  not  believe  what  he  has 
advanced  ;  however,  as  he  has  thought  fit  to 
declare,  that  he  would  not  oppofe  the  Motion, 
without  Reafon,  I  hope  he  will  now  fee  no 
Reafon  to  oppofe  it,  at  leaft,  no  Reafon  a- 

gainft 
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gainft  providing  fome  Remedy  for  the  Evil 

which  it  was  intended  to  remove. 
i 

Mr  J—  D—  fpoke  next,  againft  the  Mo- 
tion, but  his  Speech  confifted  chiefly  of  fome 
nice  Diflinctions  between  the  Statute  and 
Common  Law,  which  he  ftated  with  great 
Force  and  Perfpicuity. 

Mr  J_G-,theS.Gf 


However  prejudicial  I  may  think  the  en- 
creafe  of  Penfions  to  this  Kingdom,  I  muft 
confefs,  that  the  Method  propofed  by  the 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman,  as  a  Re- 
medy, is  fuch  as  I  mail  oppofe,  with  as  ftrong 
a  Conviction  of  its  Impropriety,  as  of  any 
Meafure  that  has  hitherto  come  to  my  Know- 
ledge. In  the  firft  Place,  Sir,  I  mould  be 
very  forry  to  admit,  that  the  Conftitutional 
Power  of  this  Houfe  was  fo  inconsiderable,  as 
to  require  Afliftance  from  a  Court  of  Law,  to 
remedy  a  fuppoied  Grievance,  with  Refpect 
to  the  Difpofal  of  public  Money  j  fuch  Affiir 
tance  is  wholly  unprecedented,  and  totally 
inconfifient  with  an  Opinion  of  great  Im- 
portance, hitherto  uncontroverted,  that  the 
Q  4  Houfe 
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Houfe  has  a  Power  within  itfelf,  adequate  to 
the  Purpofe. 

I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that,  among  the  many 
Prerogatives  with  which  the  Crown  is  confti- 
tutionally  inverted,  that  of  difpofing  of  the 
public  Money,  when  depofited  as  an  aggre- 
gate Fund,  in  the  Treafury,  is  one:  The 
Crown  is  reftrained,  in  the  Difpofal  of  public 
Money,  only  with  Refpect  to  fuch  Duties  as 
are,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  exprefly  appropri- 
ated to  fome  feparate  and  particular  Ufe, 
without  being  brought  to  fuch  aggregate  Fund. 
There  muft  be,  in  fome  Part  of  the  Legifla-r 
ture,  an  executive  and  directing  Power,  and, 
in  our  Conftitution,  this  Power  is  well  known 
Jo  be  lodged  in  the  King  :  It  is  alfo  well 
known,  that,  to  prevent  the  Abufe  of  this 
Power,  it  is  made  liable  to  the  immediate  in- 
fpeclion,  and  controul,  of  the  other  Parts  of 
the  Legiflature,  particularly  of  this  Houfer 
If  the  Crown  is  intrufted  with  the  Power  of 
making  Peace  and  War,  railing  and  difband- 
jng  Armies,  building  Fortifications,  and  Ships, 
for  the  Defence  of  the  State,  creating  fuch 
new  Employments  as  may  be  thought  necef- 
far.J  for  its  Service,  and  rewarding  public  Me- 
fjt,  tp  ftimulate  others  to  deferve  Reward  ; 

furely 
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furely  the  Power  of  doing  thefe  Things 
would  be  nugatory,  and  inlignificant,  if  the 
Means  of  exerting  it  were  not  in  the  fame 
Hands  j  it  would,  indeed,  be  a  mere  nominal, 
not  an  actual  Power  ;  in  other  Words,  it 
would  be  no  Power  at  all  j  for,  in  what  Senfe 
ean  the  King  be  faid  to  have  a  Power  of  raif- 
ing  an  Army,  or  creating  an  Employment,  if 
he  has  not  the  Power  of  appointing  the  Sums, 
neceflary  for  thofe  Purpofes,  to  be. paid  out  of 
the  Treafury  ?  This  Power  is  difcretionary, 
but  it  is  under  controul,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  fo  that  the  Crown  muft  be  confidered 
as  a  Truftee  for  the  Public,  with  Refpedt  to 
the  public  Money,  and,  though  intruded  with 
the  Application,  yet  accountable  for  it :  But, 
I  defire  it  may  be  underftood,  that,  when  I 
mention  the  Crown,  I  mean  the  Servants  of 
the  Crown,  for,  it  is  an  inviolable  Maxim,  that 
the  King  can  flo  no  Wrong.  Now  Penfions, 
Sir,  I  think,  muft  be  conlidered  as  Expences 
neceflary  for  carrying  on  Government,  and 
there  are  two  Ways  by  which  they  may  be  if- 
fued,  one  is  by  Patent,  under  the  great  Seal, 
for  Lives,  or  Years ;  the  other,  by  the 
King's  Letters,  under  the  Privy  Seal :  Both 
thefe  Ads  are  carried  into  Execution  by  the 
Ring's  Servants,  who  are  all  accountable  to 

this 
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this  Houfe,  whenever  it  ihall  think  proper  to 
make  an  Enquiry  into  their  Conduct,  with 
Refpect  to  the  Application  of  public  Money ; 
and,  without  the  Forms,  by  which  the  Offi- 
cers, who  act  in  fuch  Application,  are  afcer- 
tained,  no  Money  can  be  legally  ifTued  :  It 
happened,  in  King  William's  Time,  that  there 
was  a  fmall  Overplus,  in  the  Hands  of  Lord 
Falkland,  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and, 
that  the  King  wrote  to  him  for  it,  upon  which 
it  was  fent.  But  the  Parliament  thought  him 
fo  blameable  for  paying  the  Money,  without 
the  Warrant  for  its  having  gone  through  the 
proper  Offices,  that  they  were  very  near  ex- 
pelling him.  Jt  appears,  therefore,  I  think, 
with  the  flrongeft  Evidence,  that  this  Houfe 
has,  in  itfelf,  a  fufficient  Power  to  prevent  the 
Mif-application  of  public  Money,  and  to  call 
the  great  Officers  of  the  Crown  to  account  for 
it,  if  it  has  been  mif-applied.  It  can  effectu- 
ally prevent  the  Mif-application  of  it,  by  flop- 
ping the  Supplies ;  and  this  was  actually  done 
in  the  Year  1703,  for,  though  but  few  Penfi- 
ons  were  then  granted,  yet  two  of  them  were 
fo  improper,  that  the  Houfe  difcontinued 
them.  As  this  Houfe,  therefore,  is  able  to 
prevent  the  Abufe  of  the  Power  of  rewarding 
paft  Services,  and  Sufferings,  which  the 

Crowft 
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Crown  has  ever  claimed,  and  exercifed,  and 
which  appears  to  be  eflentially  necefTary  to 
Government,  it  feems  to  me  wholly  unac- 
countable, and  unreafonable,  to  bring  this 
Power  into  Queftion,  merely  upon  Pretence, 
that  it  has  been  abufed.  If  the  King,  Sir, 
fhould  pardon  every  Felon,  that  is  capitally 
convicted,  can  it  be  concluded,  that  he  has, 
therefore,  no  Power  to  pardon  Felony  ?  The 
long  Practice  of  the  Crown  to  grant  Penfions, 
is,  alone,  a  ftrong  Preemption  of  its  Legali- 
ty :  Penfions  were  granted  fo  long  ago  as 
the  Reign  of  Henry  the  VHIth,  and,  from 
that  Hour  to  this,  the  Power  of  granting  them 
has  never  been  called  in  Queftion,  though  the 
Abufe  of  it  has  been  frequently  the  Subject  of 
Complaint,  and,  at  a  Time,  when  there  has 
been  the  ftrongeft  Difpofition  to  catch  at  e- 
very  Thing  that  might  reftrain  the  Preroga- 
tive. But,  Sir,  the  Conduct  of  this  Houfe 
furnifhes  more  than  negative  Proof,  that  the 
Grant  of  Penfions  is  legal.  Penfions,  Sir, 
have  been  made  fubjedt  to  a  Tax  of  Six-pence 
in  the  Pound,  but,  if  they  were  confidered  by 
this  Houfe  as  illegal,  they  could  not  be  legally 
taxed.  Befides,  Sir,  I  do  not  fee  by  what 
Rules  of  Conftruction,  Penfions,  in  Reward 
of  paft  Services,  can  be  fhewn  not  to  be  in- 

clud- 
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eluded  in  the  Words  public  Charges^  or  the 
nece/ary  Support  of  Government ;  if  they  can- 
not, the  granting  them  is  authorized  by  the 
very  Acts  of  Supply.  The  Preamble  of  the 
Acts  of  Excife,  and  the  additional  Tonnage, 
and  Poundage,  exprefs  that  thofe  Duties  are 
granted  for  certain  Purpofes  of  public  Utility, 
and  defraying  other  public  Charges.  In  the 
Preamble  to  the  Act,  by  which  Hearth- Mo- 
ney was  inftituted,  on  the  abolifhing  of  the  /- 
rijh  Court  of  Wards,  and,  in  that,  for  Ale-Li- 
cences, thofe  Duties,  being  faid  to  be  for  pub" 
lie  Charges  and  Expences,  are  fecured  from  be^ 
ing  liable  to  Penfions,  by  an  exprefs  Claufe  : 
Now,  Sir,  if  the  Words,  which  fubmitted 
them  to  public  Charges,  and  Expences,  did' 
not  make  them  liable  to  Penfions,  why  were 
Penfjons  exprefly  excepted  ?  I  know  we  have 
been  told,  that  this  Exception  was  made  ex-r 
prefsly,  becaufe  it  was  apprehended  that 
thofe  who  had  Penfions,  on  the  Court  of 
Wards,  and  loft  them  on  its  Abolition,  would 
apply  for  Redrefs  out  of  thefe  new  Duties  ? 
but,  does  the  Application  make  any  Differ- 
ence in  the  Thing  applied  for  ?  If  the  Crown 
had  not  a  Power  to  grant  thefe  Penfioners 
Redrefs  by  the  Aft,  did  their  Defire  to  be  re- 
drefTed,  make  it  neceffary  to  fortify  the  Act 

with 
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with  new  Power  againft  them  ?  The  Crown 
either  had,  or  had  not,  a  legal  Power,  to  grant 
them  Penfions  out  of  thefe  new  Duties  ;  if  it 
had,  the  Words  public  Charges  includes  Pen- 
fions ;  if  it  had  not,  the  Exception  was  re- 
dundant and  abfurd  :  It  is  faid,  indeed,  that 
it  was  added  to  render  fuch  Penfions  not  only 
voidable,  but  void ;  but  who  can  imagine,  Sir, 
that  the  Legiflature  was  then  fo  fhort  fighted 
as  to  fee  only  a  fingle  Spot  of  the  Object  be- 
fore them  ?  Who  can  imagine,  that,  for  the 
fake  of  rendering  void,  what  was  already 
voidable,  they  would  eftablifh  the  Conftructi^ 
on  of  all  Acts  in  which  Penfions  were  not 
exprefsly  guarded  againft,  in  fuch  a  Senfe  as 
to  include  the  Power  of  granting  Penfions  ? 
The  Legiflature  knew  that  all  Acts  had  always 
been  fo  conftrued,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
and,  if  they  had  intended  effectually  to  prevent 
Penfions  in  general,  they  would  not  have  ex- 
cepted  them,  by  a  particular  Claufe,  in  a  parti- 
cular Act,  which  would,  by  the  ftrongeft  Im- 
plication, render  the  Duties  granted  by  all  o- 
ther  Acts  liable  to  them.  I  need  not  tell  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  who  made  the  Mo- 
tion, that  the  common  Law  confifts  of  Cuf- 
toms  and  Ufages,  of  long  Prefcription,  and 
that  no  Right,  claimed  by  common  Law, 

can 
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can  ceafe,  except  it  is  exprefsly  taken  away 
by  Statute.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  proved,  that 
the  Crown  has  a  Right,  by  common  Law, 
to  grant  Penfions  out  of  the  aggregate  Sum, 
paid,  by  Duties,  into  the  Treafury,  becaufe  the 
Crown  has  done  it  preemptively  for  Time 
immemorial  j  and  it  is  incumbent,  upon  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  to  prove,  that  this 
Right  is  taken  away  exprefsly,  except  by  the 
particular  Claufes  of  the  particular  Acts  juft 
mentioned  ;  there  is  no  need  to  prove  that 
the  Words  for  public  Charges,  give  this  Pow- 
er, but  only,  that  neither  they,  nor  any  other 
Words  in  thofe  Acts.,  where  Penfions  are  not 
excepted,  take  it  away.  Why  Penfions  were 
exprefsly  prohibited,  in  particular  Statutes,  it 
is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  enquire  $  for  the  Duties, 
granted  by  thofe  Acts,  are  out  of  the  Qiiefti- 
on  j  but  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Court  of  Wards  was  entirely  given  in  Pen- 
fions, and  that  the  Money  was  paid  away  to 
the  Claimants,  before  it  came  into  the  Exche- 
quer, with  other  Particulars  of  Abufe,  and 
Mifmanagement,  which  made  the  Exception 
more  expedient  in  that  Statute  than  in' others. 

But  let  us  admit,  that  the  Meafure,  propo- 
fed  by  the  Motion,  was  not  incongruous,  nor 
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improper  in  itfelf,  it  is  ftill  certain  that  the 
Execution  of  it  would  be  attended  with  in- 
fuperable  Difficulty,  and  produce  the  moft 
aggravated  Diftrefs.  It  has  been  admitted, 
that  there  are  fome  Perfons  of  Merit  on  the 
Penfioner's  Lift  ;  and,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  there  are  alfo  fome  Noblemen,  who  have 
no  other  Support,  and  that,  as  the  Peerage 
conftitutes  one  third  of  the  Legiflature,  it 
ought  to  be  fupported.  Many  Ferfons,  too, 
who  have  obtained  Penfions  by  their  Merit, 
have,  by  the  Neceffity  of  their  Affairs,  been 
obliged  to  fell  them,  for  a  valuable  Confidera- 
tion,  to  others  ;  the  PofTeflbrs  of  Penfions 
have  all  formed  Habits  of  Life,  proportioned 
to  their  Incomes,  which  they  had  the  greateft 
Reafon  to  think  permanent  and  fecure,  for  the 
Life,  or  the  Term,  on  which  they  were  grant- 
ed. Now,  Sir,  if  fuch  a  Suit  is  commenced 
as  the  Motion  propofes,  the  immediate  Con- 
fequence  will  be,  that  the  Payment  of  all 
thefe  Penfions  muft  be  flopped,  till  its  De- 
termination, which,  as  the  Suit  would  be  of 
a  very  nice  and  complicated  Nature,  would 
probably  be  a  great  Number  of  Years,  efpe- 
cially,  as  the  Crown  will  be  under  no  diffi  - 
culty  in  carrying  it  on,  whatever  may  be  the 
Expence,  and  will  certainly  carry  it  through  all 

the 
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the  Courts  by  appeal ;  let  us  now  confider, 
a  Moment,  the  Diftrefs  that  will  inftantly  and 
inevitably  follow  our  agreeing  to  this  Motion  j 
what  Numbers  will,  at  one  fudden  Stroke,  be 
reduced  from  a  State  of  Comfort,  and  Conve- 
nience, to  a  Want  even  of  Bread.  Perfons, 
who  have  no  Means  of  fupplying  themfelves^ 
with  the  NecefTaries  of  Life,  having  been 
taught  no  manual  Art,  and  having  neither 
the  Knowledge,  nor  the  Money,  neceffary  to 
Trade  j  Perfons  who  have  not  been  ufed  to 
ilruggle  with  Adverlity ;  Women  that  muft 
perifh  with  Penury  and  Anguifh ;  Children 
that  muft  be  left  to  the  Storms  of  Life,  with* 
out  Shelter  or  Protection.  What  muft  be- 
come of  the  hoary  Veteran,  after  a  long  Life 
fpent  in  the  public  Service  ?  What  muft  be- 
come of  the  honeftAflignee,  who,  perhaps,has 
laid  out  the  whole  Product  of  long  Labour, 
Diligence,  and  Induftry,  in  the  Purcfhafe  of  a 
Penfion  ?  And  what  muft  become  of  thofe  to 
whom  thefe  Perfons  are  indebted,  whofe  only 
Security  was  the  Penfion,  and  many  of  whofe 
Subfiftence  depends  upon  the  Sum  that  they 
are  to  receive  at  Quarter- Day  ?  I  expect  an 
Anfwer  to  thefe  Queftions^  not  from  the  Un- 
derftanding  only,  but  the  Humanity  of  thofe 
that  hear  me,  and,  as  I  think,  I  have  proved, 

firft, 
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firft,  that  the  Crown  has  a  Right  to  grant 
Pensions  out  of  the  aggregate  Fund,  paid  into 
the  Treafury  ;  fecondly,  that  this  Houfe  has 
a  Right,  and  a  Power,  inherent  in  itfelf,  to  re- 
ftrain  them  when  exorbitant}  and,  thirdly, 
that  it  would  be  cruel,  and  injurious,  inftantly 
to  fufpend  the  Payment  of  thofe  already 
granted.  I  hope  no  Gentleman  prefent  will 
think  it  expedient  to  call  this  Power  of  the 
Crown  into  Queftion  5  to  have  Recourfe  to  a 
Court  of  Law  for  Redrefs,  which  is  in  their 
own  Power  -,  or  to  fufpend  the  Payment  of  all 
the  Penfions,  now  granted,  till  fuch  Suitis'de- 
termined  ;  and,  if  not,  they  muft  give  their 
Voices,  with  me,  againft  the  Motion,  as  a  moft 
extraordinary,  unprecedented,  and  unconftitu- 
tional  Meafure. 

Mr  1"- —  B —  then  got  up,  and  faid,  that 
he  could  not  help  adding  one  Obfervation  to 
the  many  that  had  been  juft  made,  by  the 
learned  Gentleman,  againft  the  Motion  :  He 
faid,  that  the  commencing  a  Suit,  and  obli- 
ging the  Crown  to  defend  the  Validity  of  its 
own  Grants,  in  a  Court  of  Law,  might  raife 
very  dangerous  Sufpicions,  and  Doubts,  in  the 
Minds  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People,  who 
might,  too  probably,  infer,  that  the  Proceed- 
R  ings 
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ings  of  Government  were  unwarrantable  and 
unftable,  at  a  Time  when  they  feemed  al- 
moft  univerfally  difpofed  to  doubt  the  Vali- 
dity of  the  Laws,  and  difpute  their  Executi- 
on ;  he  added,  that  he  underftood  that  the 
Suit,  propofed  by  the  Motion,  would  be  of 
Difad vantage,  to  every  Clafs  of  People,  except 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law. 

Mr  J—  Fitz-G —  replied,  that  no  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  any  Irregularity,  which  might 
be  committed  by  an  unthinking  and  mifguid- 
ed  Populace,  ought  to  intimidate  that  Houfe 
from  doing  its  Duty,  or  prevent  an  Enquiry 
into  any  Practice,  concerning  the  Legality  of 
which  there  was  the  leaft:  Doubt :  He  added, 
alfo,  that,  in  his  Opinion,  the  moft  effectual 
Way  of  preventing  fuch  Irregularities,  and 
quieting  the  Minds  of  the  People,  was,  to 
mew  a  proper  Zeal  and  Activity  in  redreffing 
Grievances  of  every  Kind.  That,  as  to  the 
Hint,  with  Refpect  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Law,  it  did  not,  in  the  leaft,  touch  him,  for 
he  declared,  he  mould  never  be  Counfel  for  a 
Penfioner,  and,  he  was  very  well  perfuaded, 
he  fhould  not  be  employed  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion. 

Mr 
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Mr  £U-  F— .. 

Mr  S , 

I  have  attended  very  diligently,  Sir,  to  the 
Arguments  of  the  learned  and  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  firft  fpoke  againft  the  Moti- 
on, and,  I  think,  his  Objeftions  may  be  redu- 
ced to  three  Heads  }  firft,  that  the  King  has 
a  Power  over  the  public  Money,  paid  as  art 
aggregate  Sum  into  the  Treafury,  by  com- 
mon Law  ;  or,  if  he  has  not  fuch  Right,  by 
common  Law,  he  derives  it  from  general 
Words,  in  the  Preambles  of  the  Statutes,  for 
laying  certain  Duties  refpectively,  except 
where  Penfions  are  exprefsly  excluded  :  Se- 
condly, that  this  Power  is  under  the  Controul 
of  Parliament,  and,  therefore,  we  have  no 
need  to  have  recourfe  to  a  Court  of  Law : 
And,  thirdly,  that  the  Suit  propofed  will 
greatly  diftrefs  many  Individuals,  fome  of 
whom  have  deferved  their  Emoluments. 
Now,  Sir,  notwithftanding  what  that  Gentle- 
man has  faid,  the  Right  of  the  Crown  to  grant 
Penfions  indifcriminately,  out  of  all  Branches 
of  the  Revenue,  not  exprefsly  excepted,  whe- 
ther by  common  Law,  or  by  general  Terms, 
R  2  irt 


244-  Debates  relative  to  the  [DAY  XT. 
ings  of  Government  were  unwarrantable  and 
unftable,  at  a  Time  when  they  feemed  al- 
moft  univerfally  difpofed  to  doubt  the  Vali- 
dity of  the  Laws,  and  difpute  their  Executi- 
on ;  he  added,  that  he  underftood  that  the 
Suit,  propofed  by  the  Motion,  would  be  of 
Difadvantage,  to  every  Clafs  of  People,  except 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law. 

Mr  J—  Fitz-G —  replied,  that  no  Ap- 
prehenlion  of  any  Irregularity,  which  might 
be  committed  by  an  unthinking  and  mifguid- 
ed  Populace,  ought  to  intimidate  that  Houfe 
from  doing  its  Duty,  or  prevent  an  Enquiry 
into  any  Practice,  concerning  the  Legality  of 
which  there  was  the  leaft  Doubt :  He  added, 
alfo,  that,  in  his  Opinion,  the  moft  effectual 
Way  of  preventing  fuch  Irregularities,  and 
quieting  the  Minds  of  the  People,  was,  to 
mew  a  proper  Zeal  and  Activity  in  redreffing 
Grievances  of  every  Kind.  That,  as  to  the 
Hint,  with  Refpect  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Law,  it  did  not,  in  the  leaft,  touch  him,  for 
he  declared,  he  mould  never  be  Counfel  for  a 
Penfioner,  and,  he  was  very  well  perfuaded, 
he  fhould  not  be  employed  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion. 

Mr 
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MrS , 


I  have  attended  very  diligently,  Sir,  to  the 
Arguments  of  the  learned  and  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  firft  fpoke  againft  the  Moti- 
on, and,  I  think,  his  Obje&ions  may  be  redu- 
ced to  three  Heads  ;  firft,  that  the  King  has 
a  Power  over  the  public  Money,  paid  as  art 
aggregate  Sum  into  the  Treafury,  by  com- 
mon Law  ;  or,  if  he  has  not  fuch  Right,  by 
common  Law,  he  derives  it  from  general 
Words,  in  the  Preambles  of  the  Statutes,  for 
laying  certain  Duties  refpedtively,  except 
where  Penfions  are  exprefsly  excluded  :  Se- 
condly, that  this  Power  is  under  the  Controul 
of  Parliament,  and,  therefore,  we  have  no 
need  to  have  recourfe  to  a  Court  of  Law : 
And,  thirdly,  that  the  Suit  propofed  will 
greatly  diftrefs  many  Individuals,  fome  of 
whom  have  deferved  their  Emoluments. 
Now,  Sir,  notwithstanding  what  that  Gentle- 
man has  faid,  the  Right  of  the  Crown  to  grant 
Penfions  indifcriminately,  out  of  all  Branches 
of  the  Revenue,  not  exprefsly  excepted,  whe- 
ther by  common  Law,  or  by  general  Terms, 
R  2  in 


246         Debates  relative  to  the      [DAY  XI. 
in  the  Preambles  of  the  Statutes  themfelves,  is 
a  Queflion  about  which  Gentlemen,  of  equal 
Learning   and  Ability,    have    formed   Judg- 
ments diametrically  oppofite  to  each  other : 
Some  have  decided  in  the  Affirmative,  fome 
in  the  Negative  :  It  follows,   therefore,  that 
whether  thefe  Grants  of  the  Crown  are,  or  are 
not  legal,  is  uncertain ;   and,  I  think,  it  is  an 
uncertainty   under  which  we  mould   not  fit 
down,  in  a  fupine  Indifference,  and  negligent 
Content.     Does  it  become  that  Part  of  the 
Legiflature,  which  was  conflituted  as  a  Bar- 
rier to  the  Liberties  of  the    People,    againfl 
Encroachments  of  the  Prerogative,  to  fuffer 
a  Practice,  of  fo  much  Moment  to  the  Pub- 
lic, to  continue,  while  it   remains  doubtful, 
whether,  befides  its  pernicious  Confequences, 
it  is  not,  radically,  a  Breach  of  our  Conflituti- 
on  ?     But  how,  Sir,  is  this  great  Queflion  to 
be   authoritatively  decided?      Surely  in  the 
Manner  which  the  Conflitution  has  prefcrib- 
ed  ;  and,  what  is  this  Manner,  Sir,  but  a  re- 
gular Procefs  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  where 
all  Queftions  of  Right,  from  the  leafl  to  the 
greatefl,  are,  and  can  only,  be  decided  :  It  is 
true,  Sir,  that  this  Houfe  can  controul   the 
Power  in  Queflion,  fuppofing  it  to  be  legal, 
and  we  do  not  apply  to  a  Court  of  Law  to  Jo 

this 
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this  for  us,  as  has  been  infinuated  under  the 
fecond  Head  j  no,  Sir,  we  apply  to  a  Court 
of  Law,  not  to  controul  this  Power,  but  con- 
ftitutionally,  and  finally,   to  determine  whe- 
ther it  exifls ;  this  Determination,  Sir,  we  are 
not  qualified  to    make,   and,  upon  this,  the 
whole   Matter  fundamentally  depends.     Our 
checking  this  Power,  only  when  it  produces 
fecondary  and  collateral  Evils,  does  not  take 
the  Grievance  at  its  Root.     Are  we,  Sir,  to 
fuffer  a  Practice,  that  is  thought  to  infringe 
our  Conftitution,  becaufe  we  have  a  Power  of 
preventing  fuch  Mifchiefs  as  it  might  do,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  Conftitutional  ?    Let  the  Law, 
which   alone    can,   determine     whether  the 
Practice  inQueftion  is  legal  j  if  this  Determi- 
nation is  in  the  Affirmative,  let  us  exert  the 
Power,  inherent  in  us,  to  regulate  and  reftrain 
it:  Far  be  it  from  me  to  think  of  applying 
to  a  Court  of  Law  for  this  Purpofe  ;   but,  if 
the  Determination  is  in  the  Negative,  we  (hall 
fall  by  our  own  Hand,  with  all  the  Guilt  and 
Folly  of  Suicide,  by  fuffering  this  Practice  at 
all.     Under  the  third  Head,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  has  expatiated,  with  great  E- 
loquence,  on  the   Diftrefs,    which    will   be 
brought  upon  particular  Perfons,  by  the  Suit 
propofed.   As  I  mould  be  very  forry  to  reprefs 
R  3  the 
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the  Emotions  of  Pity  in  any  Breaft,  or  be 
thought  not  to  feel  them  in  my  own,  I  muft 
declare,  that  I  think,  on  this  Occafion,  they 
ought  to  be   indulged,  and   that  we    ought 
to  aft  wholly  in  Conformity  to   them,  but 
then  let  our  Pity  be  directed  to  its  proper  Ob- 
ject :  "The  Affairs  of  Mankind,  in  this  imper- 
fect and  mixed  State  of  Things,  are  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  that  our  beft  Wifdom,  and  moft 
extenfive  Benevolence,  can  only  chufe  the  leafl 
of  two  Evils ;  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  we  have 
the  Penfioners  on  one  Side,  and  the  Nation 
on   the   other.     Can  it  be  ferioufly  afked, 
which  mould  be  preferred  ?     Can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  we  ought  to  incur  a  public  Debt 
that  we  can  never  pay  ?  that  the  Faces  of  the 
Poor  ought  to  be  ground  by  new  Taxes  ?  that 
our  Conflitution  is  to  be  infringed,  and  the 
Privileges,  which  our  Fore-fathers  purchafed, 
hot  only  with  their  Treafure,  but  with  their 
Blood,  are  to  be  given  away,  rather  than  a 
handfull  of  People  mail  be  deprived  of  Pen- 
fions,  to  which  the  greateft  Number  of  them 
have  no  equitable  Right,   and   which,  there- 
fore, they  ought  never  to  have    had  ?     Our 
Anceftors,  Sir,  voluntarily  fuffered  DiftrefTess 
at  leafl  equal  to  what  thefe  Perfons  will  fuf- 
fer,   to  fecure  to  us  what  we  now  feem   fp 

ready 
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ready  to  give  up  with  a  Cruelty  to  the  many, 
difguifed  under  the  Maik  of  Pity  to  a  few, 
merely  to  make  our  own  Court,  and  pay  a 
Complement  to  minifterial  Power.  We  have 
been  afked,  what  is  to  become  of  the  hoary 
Veteran,  of  the  penfioned  Lord,  and  the  ho- 
neft  Affignee  ?  I  might  reply,  by  another 
Queftion,  what  is  to  become  of  the  blamelefs, 
but  laborious  Peafant,  of  the  honeft  induftri- 
ous  Trader,  and  the  ingenious  Artificer, 
whofe  Welfare  is  the  Welfare  of  the  State  ? 
But  I  am  under  no  Neceffity  of  reducing  the 
Debate  to  a  Dilemma,  for,  though  the  Evils 
of  the  Public,  incurred  in  Favour  of  the  Pen- 
fions,  would  be  irremediable,  yet  the  Evils 
incurred  by  the  Penfioners  (I  mean  thofe 
who  ought  to  continue  fo)  in  Favour  of  the 
Public,  are  not  without  Remedy  :  Gentlemen 
feem  to  forget,  that  the  very  Motion  which 
propofes  the  Suit  that  is  complained  of  with 
fuch  Pathos  of  Compaffion,  and  oppofed  with 
fuch  Ardour  of  Refentment,  propofes  alfo, 
to  eftablifli  a  fufficient  Fund  upon  conftituti- 
onal  Principles,  for  the  Difplay  of  Royal 
Bounty,  and  the  Reward  of  indigent  Merit. 
I  would  not  reply,  too  minutely,  to  all  that  the 
the  worthy  Member  has  thrown  out,  in  the 
Torrent  of  his  Eloquence  ;  I  fhall  not,  there- 
PL  4  fore, 
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Charge  of  Penfions,  for  when  once  the  Duties 
were  paid  in,  they  had  relation  to  a  particular 
Adi  no  longer.  The  executive  Power  muft 
be  lodged  fomewhere,  and,  if  it  is  taken  out 
of  the  King's  Hand,  I  do  not  know  with 
what  other  Part  of  the  Legiflature,  confiftent 
with  Law,  and  the  Conftitution,  it  can  be 
trufted.  The  Difficulties  and  Difadvantages, 
attending  the  Scheme  propofed,  have  been  fo 
juftly  enumerated,  and  fo  forcibly  urged,  by 
the  learned  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  a- 
gamfl  the  Motion,  that  I  mail  fay  nothing  of 
them  ;  but  I  cannot  help  taking  fome  Notice 
of  whiit  has  been  faid  in  Reply  :  Gentlemen 
feem  to  think,  that  a  very  important  Article, 
in  Favour  of  the  Motion,  has  been  unfairly 
overlooked,  and  have  infifted  much  on  the 
Conflitutional  Fund,  that  has  been  offered 
for  die  Payment  of  Penfions,  in  lieu  of  fuch 
Revenues  as  are  to  be  refcued  from  the  har- 
py Claws  of  minifterial  Power  :  Now,  Sir,  I 
really  think  that  the  Appropriation  of  that 
very  Fund,  exclufively  to  fuch  a  Purpofe,  is 
one  of  the  many  Evils  of  which  this  Motion 
would  be  productive.  It  has  been  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  Sir,  that  as  the  Affair  ftands  at  pre- 
fent,  this  Houfe  has  a  Power  of  retraining 
Penfions,  not  only^  when  they  are  exceffive, 

but 
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but  when  they  are  improperly  applied,  and,an 
In  (lance  has  been  given  of  the  Exertion  of 
this  Power,  with  Refpedl  to  two  Penfions  in 
the  Year  1703.     But   if  this  boafted  Fund 
is  eftablifhed,  it  muft  be  upon  the  Ruins  of 
this  conftitutional  and  important  Power  ;  this 
Fund  will  be  abfolutely  a  Privy  Purfe,  and 
the  Crown,   or  rather  the  Minifter,  may  difr 
pofe  of  it  as  fhall  beft  fuit  with  the  moil  cor- 
rupt and  pernicious  Views,   without   being 
liable  to  be  called  to   an  Account  by  this 
Houfe,   which   will  no  longer  be  a  Check 
upon  this  dangerous  Part  of  his    Power.     It 
will  be  a  total  Diminution  of  the  Public  Stock, 
and  anil-recoverable  Alienation  of  public  Pro- 
perty.    I  muft  alfo   confirm  what  my  ho- 
nourable Friend  has  faid,  about  the  Difficul- 
ties and  Delays  of  a  Suit,   carried  on  againft: 
the  Crown ;    it   might  eafily  be  proved,  by 
many  Fads  j  but,  I  remember,  one  in  particu- 
lar, which    I   fliall  beg  leave  to  relate.     A 
Perfon  had  a  Demand  upon  the  Government 
for  a  very  confiderable  Sum  of  Money,  which 
it  not  being  convenient  immediately  to  pay, 
he  got  a  Grant  of  five  and  twenty  thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year,  till  his  Debt  mould  be  dif- 
cbarged  5  but  a  Suit  was  commenced  againft 

him 
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him  in  Lord  Chanc' "  ;r  Somers's  Time,  to 
prove  that  the  Grant  •  was  invalid  j  this  Suit 
was  determined  in  his  Favour,  and  the  Grant 
confirmed,  but  an  Appeal  being  lodged  to  the 
Exchequer  Chamber,  the  Decree  was  reverfed, 
and  it  never  went  further. 

Here  Mr  Fttz-G —  got  up,  and  faid,  that 
he  muft  beg  his  Pardon  for  that,  the  firft 
Decree  was  confirmed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

Mr  P—  T—  the  A.  G.  replied,  he  was 
fure  it  muft  be  fo,  if  that  learned  Gentleman 
affirmed  it,  but  that  he  had  never  heard  it 
before,  and  he  concluded  his  Speech  by  giv- 
ing fome  other  Inftances  of  Expence  and  De- 
lay attending  Suits  againft  the  Crown. 

Mr  J—  H—  B— ,  the  P.  S. 

MrS , 

It  is  always  with  the  greatefl  Reluctance 
that  I  differ  from  the  honourable  and  very 
learned  Gentleman  who ,  made  the  Motion, 
and  whom  I  have  always  confidered  as  a 
fhining  Ornament  of  his  Profeffion,  and  yet 
J  muft  freely  confefs,  that  the  Motion  is  fo 
extraordinary,  that  it  furprizes  me  in  the 

great- 
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greateft  Degree.  I  confefs,  that  lam  not  con- 
vinced by  any  Thing  that  has  been  faid  by  him, 
or  any  other  Gentleman  on  the  fame  Side  of 
the  Queftion,  of  the  Expediency  of  our  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  a  Court,  to  'determine  whe- 
ther the  Sums  that  we  have  granted  are  legal- 
ly applied ;  I  think,  by  this  Meafure,  we 
fhall  be  both  injured  and  degraded  ;  we  mail 
be  degraded  by  fubmitting  to  an  inferiour  De- 
cilion,  and  we  mall  be  injured,  by  lofing  our 
undoubted  Right  of  determining  Queftions 
of  the  fame  Kind  for  Ourfelves.  It  has  been 
faid,  Sir,  that  the  Court  of  Law  can  only 
determine,  whether  the  Crown  can  legally 
grant  Penfions  out  of  our  Revenue,  and  that 
we  do  not  apoly  to  a  Court  of  Law  to  know 
what  Penfions  the  Crown  mail  grant,  if  it 
can  legally  grant  them.  But,  I  am  clearly  of 
Opinion,  that  this  Houfe,  whofe  peculiar 
Province  it  is  to  grant  Supplies,  and  after- 
wards to  fee  that  they  are  properly  laid  out, 
his  a  Right  to  determine  what  is  and  what  is 
not  lawful,-  with  Refpeft  to  thofe  Supplies. 
If  we  think  the  Crown  a&s  illegally,  in  ap- 
propriating the  Supplies  to  the  Payment  of 
Penfions,  have  we  not  a  Power  of  cutting 
off  tnofe  Supplies  at  the  Root  ?  and  can  we 
not  infift  on  Reformation,  with  Refpecl  to 

what 


256  Debates  relative  to  the  [DAY  Xt 
what  has  been  done,  as  well  as  Conditions  for 
the  future  ?  are  we  ignorant  that  there  are 
fuch  Things  as  Acts  of  Refumption  ?  or  that 
fuch  Ads  were  pafTed,  even  in  the  Time  of 
our  great  Deliverer  King  William  ?  We  have 
been  told  of  our  Conftitutional  Power,  we 
feem  to  know  it,  and  we  are  {hewing  a  Spi- 
rit that  ought  to  aft  by  the  Exertion  of  it, 
and  yet,  by  fome  ftrange  Infatuation,  we  are 
driven  to  take  a  moft  unaccountable  and 
unprecedented  Meafure,  by  which  this  Spi- 
rit will  be  miiled,  and  this  Power  eventually 
denied  and  renounced.  But  if  the  Meafure 
propofed  was  not  pernicious  in  itfelf,  furely 
it  is  ill-timed  j  the  Attention,  and  good  In- 
clination of  our  amiable,  humane,  and  noble- 
minded  Lord  Lieutenant,  have  brought  about 
for  this  Country,  what  all  our  Refolutions,- 
exprefled  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms,  could  not 
do,  I  mean  the  Attention  of  his  Majefty,  to 
this  Grievance,  as  appears  by  his  Letter ;  and 
have  we  not  the  greateft  Reafon  to  expect 
fome  Fruit  from  fo  promising  a  Bud  ?  If  his 
Excellency  has  been  fo  humane  as  to  inform 
his  Majefty  of  our  Complaint,  while  he  is 
yet  among  us,  with  fo  happy  a  Dawn  of  Suc- 
cefs,  what  may  we  not  expect  from  fo  kind, 
fo  zealous,  fo  able  an  Advocate,  when  he  re- 
turns 
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turns  into  the  Royal  Prefence  ?  And  what 
may  we  not  expect  from  fo  amiable,  fo  gra- 
cious, and  fo  illuftrious  a  Prince,  whofe  prin- 
cipal Object  is  the  Happinefs  of  his  People  ? 
At  this  Time,  furely,  we  have  fufficient  Caufe 
rather  to  Hope  than  to  Fear  ;  rather  to  repofe 
in  the  pleafing  Profpect  before  us,  than  to 
ftimulate  each  other  to  a  Meafure  in  the 
higheft  Degree  ram,  violent,  and  injurious ; 
every  Thing,  furely,  is  better  than  a  Law-fuit, 
the  Inconvenience,  Confufion,  and  Diftrefs  of 
which  muft  be  great,  in  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Grievance  complained  of, 
which  we  have  Reafon  to  hope  will  be  re- 
drefled  in  another  Way.  The  greater  the 
Number  of  Penfloners,  and  the  greater  the 
Sums  they  receive,  the  more  extenfive  the 
Diftrefs,  and  the  more  complicated  the  Suit. 
The  Suit,  indeed,  will  be  a  Jumble  of  all 
Interefts,  Claffes,  and  Charaders  -,  King, 
Parliament,  Penfioners,  Judges,  and  Lawyers, 
will  all  be  in  conteft  together ;  the  Pen- 
fioners alone  will  include  all  Countries,  and 
Claffes ;  and  all  their  Families,  Dependant?, 
and  Creditors,  with  all  the  Families  of  fuch 
Creditors,  and  Dependants,  will  be  involved  ; 
and,  at  laft,  what  is  all  this  Buflle,  and  Confu- 
fion, and  Diftrefs  to  do  ?  Why,  it  is  to  weaken 

the 
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the  Hands  of  the  Crown,   at  a  Time,  when 
they  moft  need  to  be  ftrengthened  j  when  the 
Regal  Authority,  and  all  Commiffions  under 
it,   are  defpifed,  and  trampled  upon  j    when 
the  Law  is  fet  at  nought,  and  a  Spirit  of  Con- 
tumacy and  Rebellion    univerfally  prevails; 
when  all  Subordination  and  Reftraint   is  caft 
oft,  even  in  our  Capital, .  where  the  public 
Peace  is  perpetually  difturbed  by  Licenciouf* 
nefs  and  Riot,   and   Murder  is  ftaining  the 
Streets  with  Blood.     At    this  Time,  furely, 
the  Legiflative  Powers  mould   unite  againft 
the  common  Enemy,  whom  our  Difcontents 
and   Divisions  muft  encourage  and  counte- 
nance,  and  for  all  thefe  Reafons,   and  many 
others  that  have  been  urged,  and  fupported 
by   the   honourable  Gentlemen,   who    have 
fpoken  on  the  fame  Side,    I  declare  myfelf 
ftrongly  againft  the  Motion.  * 


MrS- 


Mr  E—  S—  P— . 


I  am  forry  to  fay,  Sir,  that  I  have  been 
more  mortified  and  aftonifhed  at  what  I  have 
heard,  during  this  Debate,  than  I  ever  was 
in  my  Life,  particularly  from  the  honourable 

Gen- 
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Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.     We  have,  in  the 
fame   Breath,  been   admonifhed  againft  ram 
and  violent  Meafures,   and   urged  to  cut  off 
the  whole  Supply  granted  to  the  Crown,  be- 
caufe  we   think  Part  of  it  mifapplied  >,    we 
have   heard   a   pompous  Encomium   on  our 
Dignity,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  have  been  re- 
prefented,  as  feeble  and  needy,  as  relying  on 
the    Humanity  of  a   Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
being  under   the  greateft  Obligations   to  his 
Pity,   for  obtaining  of  his   Majefty,    by  the 
Power  of  his  Interceflion,  what  we  could  not 
by  all  our  Efforts  obtain  for  Ourfelves.  Whe- 
ther this  would  be  proper  Language  if  we 
were  foliciting  a  Favour  may  well  be  queftion- 
ed,   but  it  is  fuch  as  I  cannot  hear  without 
Indignation,  when  we  are  pleading  our  Right. 
If  we  have  not   effected  that  for  ourfelves, 
which  we  are  now  told  we  are  likely  to  ob- 
tain by  the  Companion  of  an  Interceffor,  and 
the  Partiality  of  our  Sovereign,  who  has  lift- 
ened  to  him,  though  he  difregarded  us,  to  what 
is  it  owing  ?    Surely,  to  that  Conduct,  which 
we  are  now  urged  to  continue  ;  to  a  tame  Ac- 
quiefcence   in   miniflerial   Promifes,   and  an 
.implicit  Concurrence   with  minifterial  Mea- 
fures j   we  have  undoubtedly  the    Power  of 
doing  ourfelves  Right,  and,  our    only  juft 
S  re- 


260         Debates  relative  to  the      [DAY.  XI, 
reproach   is,  that  we  have   not  exerted  it  to 
Effect ;  if  we  have  not,  it  is  certainly  Time  we 
fhould.     Gentleman  who  have  recommend- 
ed Gentlenefs,  Patience,    and  Repofe  in  good 
Profpects,  a  placid  Expectation  of  Fruit  from 
BloiToms  that  have  already  appeared,    have 
been  very  lavifli  in  their  Encomiums  on  his 
Majefty  ;  and,  no  Man,  Sir,  can  think  more 
highly  of  his  Majefty  than  I  do,  but,  furely, 
they  might  juftly  be  fufpected  of  concealing 
the  bittereft  Satire,  under  the  Appearance   of 
Panegyric,  when  they  tell  us,  that  the  Voice 
of  an  injured  People  has  been  heard  in  vain  ; 
that  all  our  Refolutions,  as  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Commons  of  this  Kingdom,  made  in  the 
mofl  folemn  Manner,  have  not  been  able  to 
attract  that  Regard  which  has  at  once  been 
paid  to  an  Instrument  of  his  own  Power,  in 
the  Perfon  of  our  Lord  Lieutenant  j    far  be  it 
from  me,  Sir,  to  think  thus  of  his  Majefty ; 
,  if  our  Refolutions  have  not  been  effectual,  it 
is  becaufe  they  have  not  come  properly  be- 
fore him  j  there  is,  therefore,  greater  NecefTity 
for   an  Addrefs,   and  his   Attention  to   the 
Reprefentations    of   our  worthy  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant give  us  the  mofl  reafonable  Ground  to 
hope  that  it  will  fucceed  j  what  Reafon  can 
there  be,  Sir,  not  to  act  in  Perfon,  on  an  Oc- 

cafioii 
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cafion  fo  urgent  and  important,  and  what 
ground  is  there  to  fear  that  the  gracious  Sove- 
reign, who  has  heard  another  on  our  behalf, 
will  not  hear  us  for  Ourfelves  ?  But  the  Ob- 
jections that  have  been  urged  againft  the  Sub- 
ject of  our  Addrefs  are  not  more  extraodi- 
nary  than  thofe  againft  the  Addrefs  itfelf. 
Is  it  not  a  moft  extraordinary  Maxim,  Sir, 
"  that  every  thing  is  better  than  a  Law-fuit  ?" 
Could  the  greateft  Enemy  of  our  Country  give 
it  a  worfe  Character,  than  that  every  Thing  is 
better  than  a  regular  Appeal  for  the  Decifion 
of  her  Laws  ?  That  it  is  better  to  fuffer 
every  Evil  that  can  be  fuffered,  than  feek  re- 
drefs  from  the  Remedy  that  our  Legiflators 
have  provided  ?  Where  is  the  Difference,  Sir, 
of  being  totally  without  Law,  and  having 
Laws  to  which  we  cannot  appeal,  without 
incurring  a  greater  Evil  than  we  can  fuffer 
by  the  Breach  of  them  ?  It  is,  indeed,  too 
true,  that  in  Law-fuits,  there  is  Chicanery, De- 
lay, and  Expence  ;  and,  with  thefe  Evils,  the 
Gentleman  muft  neceffarily  be  well  acquain- 
ted ;  but,  God  forbid,  that  thefe,  or  any  other 
Evils,  arifing  from  the  Abufe  of  the  Law, 
fhould  be  fo  enormous  as  to  render  the  Law 
of  no  Effect.  But  Chicane,  and  Delay,  and 
Expence,  are  not  the  only  Mifchiefs,  we  are 
S  2  aJarmed 
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alarmed  with  j  we  have  been  told,  that  a  ju- 
dicial Procefs  is,  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  cri- 
minal ;  we  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  it  is  a 
ram  and  violent  Meafure  to  determine  a 
doubtful  Queftion  by  Law ;  nay,  ftranger 
ftill,  we  have  been  told,  that  it  is  ram  and 
violent,  not  to  commence  Judges  in  our  own 
Caufe  ;  that  it  is  ram  and  violent,  not  to  cut 
off  all  Supplies,  becaufe  we  believe  fome  to 
have  been  mifapplied  !  Surely,  Sir,  thefe 
AfTertions  and  Infinuations  are  aftoniming  in 
the  higheft  Degree,  efpecially  if  we  confider 
from  whom  they  come.  Thefe  feem  intend- 
ed to  fright  us  from  our  Duty,  to  fpread  a 
general  Pannick,  by  difcovering  a  Glimpfe  of 
fome  dreadful  Evils,  and  then  hiding  them  in 
tremendous  Obfcurity.  Chaos  is  reprefented 
as  coming  again,  and  we  are  alarmed  with  a 
Confufion  riot  lefs  than  that  among  the  Ele- 
ments of  Nature  before  Creation ;  all  Interefts, 
ClafTes,  and  Characters,  are  to  be  jumbled  to- 
gether ;  King,  Parliament,  Penfioners,  Judg- 
es, and  Lawyers,  with  Families  upon  Families, 
are  to  be  involved  in  Doubt,  Darknefs,  and 
Diftrefs ;  this,  indeed,  is  very  dreadful ;  but 
let  us  fee  if  with  a  very  little  Light,  and  a 
very  little  Reafon,  we  cannot  palliate  the 
Diftrefs,  and  diiiipate  both  the  Darknefs  and 

the 
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the  Doubt.  To  drop  all  Metaphor,  and  Fi. 
gure,  Sir,  the  Law-fuit  propofed  will  not  be 
complicated  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of 
Penfioners,  or  the  Diverfity  of  their  Circum- 
ftances,  and  Situation,  as'has  been  infinuated  ; 
for  the  Queftion  to  be  determined  does  not 
refpect  the  Claims  of  thefe  Peniloners,  but  the 
Right  of  the  Crown  to  difpofe,  in  a  particular 
Manner,  of  public  Money;  the  Suit,  Sir, 
would  have  a  fingle  Object,  if  the  Penfioners 
were  ever  fomuch  more  numerous  and  diver- 
fified  than  they  are  ;  and  may  be  commenced 
by  any  Individual,  with  the  fame  Advantage 
to  the  whole  as  if  all  were  Parties.  But  ftill 
other  Bugbears  have  been  held  up  before  us  j 
we  have  been  told  of  Faction,  and  Riot,  of 
Contumacy,  and  of  Murder  j  and  to  be  fure 
fuch  Monfters  there  are  among  us,  but  how 
are  they  to  be  deftroyed  ?  The  honourable 
Gentleman  feems  to  fuppofe,  that  an  In- 
fringement of  the  Law  above,  will  contribute 
to  the  keeping  it  facred  below  ;  he  fuppofes, 
that  if  thofe  who  are  intruded  with  the  Rights 
of  the  People  fit  quiet  and  filent,  and  fee 
them  taken  away,  that  the  People  will  be  lefs 
likely  to  attempt  the  righting  of  themfelves, 
than  if  they  faw  the  Struggle  made  in  their 
behalf,  by  that  Power  which  was  moft  likely 
S  3  to 


264         Debates  relative  to  the      [DAY  XI. 

to  fucceed  ;  he  fuppofes,  that  the  readieft  Way 
to  quiet  the  Populace,  is  to  flrip  and  ftarve 
them,  for  the  fake  of  Pampering  an  idle  and 
voluptuous  Set  of  Mifcreants,  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Water,  with  French  Cookery, 
and  French  Cloaths.  The  only  way,  Sir,  to 
quell  the  Spirit  of  Difcontent,  that  is  rifen  a- 
mong  us,  is  to  fee  the  Laws  kept  inviolate, 
and  to  enforce  them  upon  thofe  of  the  high- 
eft  Rank,  and  the  moft  ample  Power ;  to 
fnew  to  our  Country,  and  to  the  World,  that 
the  Money  raifed  for  public  Purpofes  is  ufed 
for  the  public  Benefit  j  and  that  every  Penny 
that  is  paid  in  Taxes  is  laid  out  to  procure 
fuch  National  Advantages,  of  which  all  par- 
ticipate, as  are  more  than  equivalent  to  any 
Advantage  that  would  accrue  to  the  Indivi- 
dual, by  witholding  his  Contribution.  Su- 
bordination, Sir,  is  always  beft  preferved  by 
the  apparent  Attention  of  the  Superior  to  the 
Intereft  of  thofe  below  him  j  Contumacy  and 
rebellious  Oppofition  to  thofe  in  Power  are 
produced  only  by  Oppreffion,  or  the  Appear- 
ance of  it  j  and,  when  all  real  Opprefilon  is 
at  an  end,  the  Appearance  will  foon  vanim  ; 
upon  the  whole,  Sir,  as  the  Penfions  at  pre- 
fent  are  an  Evil  not  lefs  oppreflive  than  o- 
dious,  I  am  an  Advocate  for  the  Motion,  upon 

the 
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the  very  Principles  on  which  fhat  honour- 
able Gentleman  has  oppofed  it,  at  leafr,  till 
fome  other  Meafure  is  fuggefted,  that  appears 
more  likely  to  produce  the  fame  EfFecl,  or 
to  produce  it  in  a  more  elegible  Way. 

The   Queftion   was   then  put,  that    the 
Houfe  do  agree  in  the  faid  moved  Addrefc. 

It   pafl*ed  in  the  Negative  by  a  fmall  Ma- 
jority. 


S  4  WED- 
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WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  9,  1763. 
TWELFTH    DAY. 

MR  M— •  C —  moved,  in  the  Committee 
of  Accounts,  that  the  proper  Office* 
might  lay  before  the  Houfe,  the  Papers  re- 
lative to«  the  Military  Contingencies,  which, 
he  thought  in  many  Particulars,  a  very  exT 
traordinary  Charge. 

On  the  Speaker's  refuming  the  Chair  : 

Mr  E—  S —  P —  faid,  that  it  was  allowed, 
by  every  Perfon,  who  fpoke  in  the  Debate  of 
Yefterday,  that  the  extraordinary  Encreafe 
of  Penfions,  had  laid  a  Burden  upon  the  Na- 
tion which  it  could  not  poflibly  bear ;  and,  as 
the  Continuation  of  them  muft,  therefore, 
tend  to  fubvert  the  ConfHtution,  he  thought 
it  his  Duty  to  mention  -this  to  the  Houfe,  that 
fome  Method  might  be  thought  of  to  repre- 
fent  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe,  in  the  humbleft 
Manner  to  his  Majefty,  in  hopes  of  redrefs  ; 
jmd,  though  the  Mode  that  was  propofcd 
Yefterday  for  making  that  Reprefentation, 

was 
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was  not  generally  approved,  he  made  no, 
(Joubt  but  that  another  might  be  found  that 
would  be  fo ;  and  was  confident  that  every 
Member  would  concur  in  the  Attempt ;  he, 
therefore,  propofed  to  move  that  a  Comrnit- 
tee  might  be  appointed  to  enquire  what  Me- 
thod of  Reprefentation  would  be  moft  pro- 
per, and  to  draw  up  fuch  Reprefentation 
accordingly. 

Mr  P—  T— ,  the  A.  G.  faid,  that  he 
thought  an  Enquiry  into  the  Pen/ions  very 
proper,  but  that  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
worthy  Member  who  fpoke  laft,  with  Re- 
fpecl:  to  the  Form  of  his  Motion  ;  becaufe  he 
was  of  Opinion,  that  a  Committee  fhould  not 
be  named  to  draw  up  a  Reprefentation  to  his 
Majefty  for  Relief  from  Penfiqns  as  a  Griev- 
ance, till  the  Senfe  pf  the  Committee  was  re- 
ported, whether  they  were  a  Grievance  or 
not  j  he  faid,  when  the  Committee  had  en- 
quired into  the  State  of  the  Pen/ions,  and 
how  far  the  Eftablifhment  was  able  to  bear 
them,  if  they  found  that  the  Eftablifhment 
was  not  able  to  bear  them,  and  reported  ac- 
cordingly, it  would  then,  and  then  only  be 
proper  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  againft  encreaf- 
jng  them.  He  added,  that  for  his  Part  lie 

could 
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could  not  fee  fo  great  a  Difference  between 
the  State  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  Penfions,  as 
had  been  reprefented. 

Mr  P —  replied,  that  he  believed  that  the 
honourable  Member,  who  fpoke  laft,  was  the 
only  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  who  had  the 
lead  Doubt,  whether  the  exorbitant  Encreafe 
of  Penfions  was  a  Grievance  ;  and,  as  it  feem- 
ed  to  be  the  unanimous  Opinion,  even  of 
thofe  that  fpoke,  and  divided  againft  the 
Queftion  Yefterday,  that  they  were  a  Griev- 
ance, he  begged  leave  to  have  his  Motion  put, 
as  he  firft  propofed  it. 

Jn  this  Mr  T* —  acquiefced,  and 

Mr  P-*-  accordingly  moved,  That  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  might  take 
into  Confideration,  the  State  of  the  Penfions 
upon  the  Civil  Eftablifhment  of  this  King- 
dom, and  how  the  Increafe  of  them  might; 
be  prevented . 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con.  That  this  Houfe  will, 
on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

Major 
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Major  W  —  B  —  recommended  an  Encoiir 
ragement  for  the  manufacturing  of  Blubber 
in  the  Barony  of  Inijbcen,  in  the  County  of 
Donnegal,  where,  he  faid,  fcveral  Whales  had 
been  taken  the  laft  Year,  as  the  Nation  had 
fuffered  great  Lofs  for  want  of  knowing  how- 
to  extract  what  is  called  Train-Oil  from  the 
Blubber,  being  obliged  to  fend  the  Blubber, 
unmanufactured,  to  England. 

He  alfo  prefented  a  Petition  of  MefT.  Tbo- 
tnas  and  Andrew  Nejbit,  Paul  and  J  'antes 
Benfon,  Merchants,  and  Achefon  Irwine,  Efq; 
praying  Aid  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  a 
Whale  Fifhery,  on  the  North-Weft  Coaft  of 
the  Kingdom. 

Upon  Mr  J  —  A  —  jun.  prefenting  a  Pe- 
tition in  favour  of  a  Bounty  for  erecting  Corn- 
Mills,  it  was  propofed,  that  that  Petition 
fhould  be  referred  to  the  fame  Committee  to 
which  the  Petition  of  Mary  AJhwortb  was 
referred  •,  but  Mr  M-,  who  was  Chairman 
of  that  Committee,  oppofed  it,  and  faid,  it 
would  be  very  hard  upon  him,  if  he  mould  be 
obliged  to  fit  as  Chairman  upon  all  the  Peti- 
tions that  mould  be  brought  into  the  Houfe, 

not- 
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notwithftanding  that  they  would  lead  to  En- 
quiries wholly  different  from  each  other.  He 
added,  that,  having  made  up  his  Report,  as 
Chairman  of  AJhwortti*  Committee,  he  ap- 
prehended he  was  difcharged  from  any  other 
Duty,  with  Refpect  to  that  Committee. 

Sir  R—  C —  got  up,  and  faid,  that,  in  his 
Opinion,  that  Committees,  to  which  Petiti- 
ons of  this  Kind  were  referred,  ought  to  con- 
fift  of  Gentlemen,  properly  felected,  who  had 
made  the  Manufacture,  to  which  the  Petition 
related,  the  particular  Object  of  their  Attenti- 
tion  :  He  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, who  fpoke  laft,  might,  perhaps,  have 
turned  his  Mind  to  the  Operation  of  ftamping 
Linnen,  of  which  he  might,  therefore,  be  a 
very  able  Judge ;  but  that  he  could  fee  no  A- 
nalogy  between  ftamping  of  Linnen,  and  Mills 
and  Mill-Stones,  though  others  might,  and, 
therefore,  becaufe  a  Gentleman's  Study,  or 
Inclination,  inclined  him  to  confider  the  Im- 
plements ufed  in  a  particular  M  .nufacture  of 
Cloth,  he  could  fee  no  Reafon  why  he  mould 
be  obliged  to  fit,  as  Chairman,  in  a  Commit- 
tee, for  the  Examination  of  Mills  and  Mill- 
Stones.  Sir  R alfo  propofed,  that  a 

Banding   Committee    might    be    fixed    for 

Stamp- 
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Stampers  of  Linnen,  and  all  under  that  Clafs ; 
and  another  for  Mills,  and  all  under  that  Clafs ; 
and  fo  of  other  Articles  of  Trade  and  Manu- 
fadure. 

Dr  C —  L —  then  faid,  that  he  much  ap~ 
proved  of  public  and  large  Committees  to  fit 
in  the  Houfe,  becaufe  when  Committees  were 
held  in  the  Speaker's  Chamber,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  Jobbs  were  fometimes 
carried  on,  and  Premiums  given,  in  a  Way 
that  made  them  little  better  than  occafional 
Penfions. 

The  H— ble  Mr  £-  M_  alfo  fpoke 
much  in  Favour  of  public  Committees,  to  fit 
always  in  the  Houfe,  each  of  which  mould 
take  under  Confederation  all  the  Petitions  that 
came  under  one  Clafs ;  for,  as  to  the  Commit- 
tees that  fat  in  the  Speaker's  Chamber,  he  faid 
he  fcarce  ever  knew  an  Inftance  in  which 
they  did  not  report  the  Allegations  of  the  Pe- 
tition to  be  true,  and  the  Petitioner  worthy  of 
Encouragement, 

Mr  J—  G— ,  the  R—  of  D— ,  objected  to 
thefe  {landing  Committees,  becaufe,  he  faid, 
they  would  greatly  retard  the  Bufmefs  of  the 
Houfe,  and  could  not,  at  laft,  give  Time  and 

At, 
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Attention  enough  to  the  Variety  of  Petitions 
that  muft  necefTarily  come  before  them,  to 
confider  the  Merits,  with  a  Precifion  and  mi- 
nutenefs  fufficient  to  determine  how  far  they 
would,  or  would  not,  be  of  Utility  to  the 
Public  :  He  added,  that,  though  he  was  far 
from  thinking  that  Mode  of  encouraging  ufe- 
ful  Undertakings,  a  good  one,  yet,  till  a  better 
was  found,  and  eftablifhed,  he  thought  it 
mould  be  followed. 

The  R-t  H— ble  H-  L—  R-,  faid,  that 
he  was  equally  furprized,  and  forry,  to  find 
that  any  Reflections  were  cafl  on  Committees 
of  Gentlemen  of  that  Houie,  intruded  to  en- 
quire into  any  Matter  that  came  before  them  ; 
that  they  were  all  Perfons  of  Honour  and 
Worth,  and,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  not, 
for  any  private  Gratification,  laviih  away  the 
public  Money :  That,  in  a  feparate  Commit- 
tee, appointed  for  each  Petition  that  mould 
be  received,  the  Subject  of  it  would  be  exa- 
mined and  difcuffed  by  Gentlemen  interested 
in  the  Encouragement,  in  a  more  minute  and 
particular  Manner  than  could  be  done  in  fuch 
general  Committees  as  were  propofed,  and 
that,  upon  their  Report,  the  Houfe  was  the 
ultimate  Judge,  whether  fuch  an  Encourage- 
ment was  proper  or  not. 
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THURSDAY,  Nov.  10,  1763. 
THIRTEENTH      DAY. 

MR  R —  Z/—  made  the  following  Mo- 
tion :  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  Prayer  of  his  moft  faithful 
Commons,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  Orders  to 
his  Attorney- General  of  this  Kingdom,  to 
bring  a  Writ  of  Scire  facias >  to  enquire  into 
the  Legality  of  the  Patent,  by  which  the  Of- 
fice of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  now 
held. 

Mr  R—  Fitz-G—. 

MrS , 

I  do  not  think  it  neceffary,  Sir,  to  enter 
into  the  Arguments  that  might  be  deduced 
from  the  Aft  of  the  loth  of  Henry  the 
Vllth,  to  prove,  that  the  Grant  of  the  Office 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  Life,  by 
Patent,  is  illegal ;  not  only  becaufe  I  take  for 

grant- 
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granted,  that  a  very  nice  Difquifition  into  the 
Meaning  of  that  Aft  will  be  made  by  others, 
but  becaufe,  fuppofing  this  Employment  to 
be  judicial,  and,  as  fuch,  prohibited  from  be- 
ing granted  for  Life,  by  that  Ad,  I  mall, 
neverthelefs,  be  forry  to  difpute  the  Grant,  be- 
caufe  I  have  always  underftood,  that  granting 
judicial  Employments  for  Life,  or  during 
good  Behaviour,  is,  in  every  Conftitution,  a 
moft  defirable  Thing.  An  Independance  of 
the  Judges  upon  the  Crown,  is  certainly  the 
moft  likely  to  fecure  an  unbiased  and 
unreftrained  Determination,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Country ;  and,  if  we  look  into 
Hiftory,  we  mall  find,  that  this  Principle  is 
not  only  fpecious  in  Theory,  but  eftablimed 
by  Fad:  :  The  Opinions  of  Judges  who  held 
their  Employments  during  the  King's  Plea- 
fure,  have,  in  Cafes  where  the  King  has  had 
an  Intereft,  beeri  given  in  Favour  of  that  In- 
tereft  to  fecure  their  own  ;  but  where  they 
have  been  independant,  their  Determinations 
have  been  in  Favour  of  Right,  without  Re- 
gard to  the  Views  or  Wimes  of  regal,  or  ra- 
ther of  minifterial  Power  ;  befides,  if  thefe 
Employments  are  held  during  Pleafiire,  and  a" 
Minifter  has  any  Point  to  carry,  in  which  he 
only  doubts  of  Succefs,  he  has  nothing  to  do 

but 
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but  to  remove  the  Judge,  and  put  a  Creature 
of  his  own  in  his  Place,  and  the  Bufinefs  is 
done.  The  Employments  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  are, 
at  prefent,  conferred  upon  Gentlemen  of  the 
greatest  Ability,  and  fuch  as  have  deferved 
well  of  their  Country.  As  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  who  is  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  I  muft  be  excufed  from  mention- 
ing, particularly,  his  many  amiable  Qualities, 
and  great  Endowments,  becaufe  he  is  prefent  j 
but,  as  to  the  other  Gentleman,  the  Mafter  of 
the  Rolls,  I  cannot  fay  too  much  in  his  Fa- 
vour. As  a  Statefman,  his  Abilities,  Pe- 
netration, and  Steadinefs  of  Conduct,  deferve 
the  higheft  Recompence;  and,  in  private 
Life,  the  warm,  fincere,  and  perfevering 
Friend,  the  free,  open-hearted,  and,  I  may 
even  fay,  the  jolly  Companion,  are  univerfally 
efteemed  and  beloved.  Upon  his  late  Arrival 
here,  every  Body  ftrove  who  fhould  mew 
him  the  greateft  Regard  and  Affection  ;  and 
a  Gentleman,  of  the  firft  Confequence,  not 
being  prefent  to  receive  him  in  Perfon,  ex- 
preffed  his  Efteem  and  Kindnefs  for  him,  in 
the  ftrongeft  Terms,  by  Letter.  Upgn  the 
whole,  I  muft  declare,  freely,  that,  for  my 
own  Part,  I  cannot  fee  any  one  good  Purpofe 
T  that 
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that  an  Enquiry  into  the  Legality  of  thefc 
Patents  c^h  anfwer,  and,  therefore,  I  declare 
myfelf  ftrongly  againft  the  Motion. 

Mr  J—  M —  faid,  that  the  Motion  was 
the  moft  extraordinary  Meafure  he  had  ever 
known  in  his  Life,  and  wholly  new  and  un- 
precedented. It  was  very  ftrange,  he  faid, 
to  addrefs  the  King  to  order  his  Servants  to 
fupport  the  Extenfion  of  his  own  Prerogative, 
by  invalidating  his  own  Act  j  and  ftill  ftranger, 
that  it  fhould  be  propofed  by  Gentlemen  of 
that  Houfe,  in  direct  Oppolition  to  their  own 
Intereft :  He  added,  that  it  was  very  indiffer- 
ent to  him  how  the  Act  of  the  i  oth  of  Henry 
VII.  mould  be  conftrued,  becaufe  he  never 
could  approve  of  the  Acts  procured  to  be 
patted  by  that  Prince,  or  of  his  Minuter 
Poining's  Law,  which  he  confidered,  in  every 
Circumftance,  as  a  Defect  in  the  Conftitution. 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  Motion  mould 
be  put  off  till  the  firft  of  next  Auguft. 

MrL-  0— . 

Mr  S , 

I  mall  always  be  well  pleafed  to  have  an 
Enquiry  made  into  any  Act  of  the  Crown, 

which 
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which  appears  to  be  contrary  to  Law }  but, 
as  the  Illegality  of  the  Adi  in  Queftion  is 
doubtful,  and  as  the  Statute  has  been  conftru- 
ed  in  the  Senfe  in  which  his  Majefty  has  ta- 
ken it,    I  think  there  is  no  Occafion  for  fet- 
ting  on  Foot  an  Enquiry,   which,  if  carried 
againft  the  Grant,  will  defeat  his  Majefty's 
Intention,  not  to  avaH  himfelf  of  his  Preroga- 
tive, in  Cafes  in  which  it  is  doubtful.     I  (hall 
very  readily  allow,  that  Violations  of  Law, 
like  Violations  of  Truth,  may  have  the  worft 
EfFedls,   in  a  general  and  extenfivd  View, 
though  upon  particular  Occafions  they  may  be 
attended  with  Advantage  ;  but,  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  I  think  it  is  better  to  fuppofe  that  the 
Adi  in  Queftion,  is  lawful,  and,  upon  that 
Suppofition,  to  eftablifh  it,  than  to  commence 
an  Enquiry,  which  may  terminate  in  its  being 
declared  unlawful  j  becaufe,  if  that  mould  be 
the  Cafe,  it  muft  be  fet  afide,  which  would 
certainly  be  a  Difadvantage  to  the  Conftituti- 
on,  for,  though  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that 
any  bad  Ufe  will  be  made,  during  his  Majef- 
ty's  Reign,  of  a  Power  to  difmifs  Judicial  Of- 
ficers, in  Confequence  of  their  being  appoint- 
ed only  during  Pleafure,  yet  the  Appointment 
of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  Life, 
will,  as  a  Precedent,  have  a  very  good  Effedl. 
T2  As 
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As  to  the  Act  of  the  loth  of  Henry  VII.  I 
have  always  confidered  it,  as  well  as  every  o- 
ther  Tranfa&ion  of  that  Reign,  to  be  extreme- 
ly detrimental  to  the  conftitutional  Intereft  of 
this  Kingdom,  even  in  thofe  Particulars  in 
which  its  Construction  can  admit  of  no  Doubt, 
and,  therefore,  we  are,  I  think,  felo-de-fe,  by 
every  Attempt  to  extend  it,  where  its  Con- 
ftruction  is  uncertain.  Before  the  Reign  of 
Henry  the  Vllth,  the  Englijh  Statutes  were 
accepted  and  executed  in  Ireland,  by  the  Con- 
fent  of  its  Parliaments,  and  Government  was 
conducted  in  a  proper  and  conftitutional 
Manner  $  but,  upon  certain  Disturbances 
which  rofe  in  this  Country,  Henry  fent  over 
Sir  John  Poinings,  who  was  much  more  the 
turbulent  and  violent  Soldier,  than  the  judici- 
ous and  fteady  Politician,  and  he  found  Af- 
fairs in  fuch  a  Situation  as  induced  him  to 
make  Ufe  of  every  Artifice,  and  exert  every 
Effort,  to  extend  the  Prerogative  of  the  King, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  Rights  of  the  People : 
He  convened  Parliaments  wherever  he  thought 
proper,  Sometimes  in  the  moft  obfcure  Part 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  thefe  Parliaments  con- 
fifted  of  Perfons  chofen  entirely  by  himfelf ; 
what  Wonder,  then  is  it  that  they  enadUd 
whatever  he  directed,  and,  in  a  great  Degree, 
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deftroyed  their  own  conflitutional  Power. 
We  had  a  recent  Inftance  of  the  bad  Effects 
of  Poimng's  Adminiftration,  in  the  Difpute 
between  the  Privy  Council  here,  and  the  Mi- 
niftry  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water,  laft 
Year.  It  has,  indeed,  been  faid,  in  this 
Houfe,  that  Pointng'sl&w  is  the  Palladium  of 
the  Conflitution,  but,  I  wifh  to  God,  that  an 
UlyJ/es  could  be  found  to  fteal  it  away  ;  and, 
whenever  the  Crown  fhall  think  fit  to  abridge 
its  own  Prerogative,  by  adopting  a  Conftructi- 
on  of  that  Law,  favourable  to  the  Rights  of 
the  People,  I  (hall  moft  joyfully  acquiefce  in 
it,  as  I  am  fully  perfuaded  the  Conflitution  is 
much  more  likely  to  fuffer,  by  extending  the 
Prerogative,  than  by  contracting  it,  and  that 
much  worfe  Confluences  may  attend  the 
Grant  of  judicial  Employments,  during  Plea- 
fure,  than  for  Life  ;  I  diall,  therefore,  give 
my  Voice  for  poflponing  the  Queftion  till 
the  firft  of  next  Augujl. 

Mr  E —  M—  went  into  the  Enquiry, 
whether  the  Grant  of  the  Chancellormip  of 
the  Exchequer  for  Life,  was,  or  was  not,  ille- 
gal, by  the  Statute  of  the  loth  of  Henry  the 
VIJth,  Ch.  II.  The  Claufe  of  the  Statute  is 
this  ; 

T  3  "  N« 
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"  No  Perfon  that  (hall  have  Miniftration 

"  °fJuft*ce  >  that  1B  f°r  to  %>  tne  Chancel- 
"  lor,  the  Treafurer,  Judges  of  the  King's- 
"  Bench,  and  Common-Pleas  ;  the  chief  and 
cc  fecondary  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
<c  Clerk,  or  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  nor  any 
"  Officer  Accomptants,  fhall  have  any  Au- 
"  thority  by  Patent  in  their  fuch  Offices,  but 
<c  only  at  the  King's  Pleafure  j  and  if  any 
"  Grant  be  made  of  any  of  the  faid  Offices, 
"  unto  any  Perfons,  contrary  to  the  Premifes, 
<e  they  fhall  be  deemed  void  j  and  all  A6ts 
•c<  before  made  to  the  contrary  hereof,  to  be 
"  revoked  and  void/' 

MrE— M-,. 

MrS , 

I  think  it  manifeft,  from  all  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  this  Statute,  'that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  precluded,  according  to  the 
Spirit  of  it,  from  holding  his  Employment 
by  Patent,  for  Life.  It  is  known  to  have 
been  a  judicial  Employment,  of  great  Impor- 
tance, from  the  Time  of  King  John,  down  to 
that  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  and  the  Situation  of 
$hat  Ptince  was  fuch,  when  he  fent  Poimngs 

over, 
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over,  as  made  it  necefTary  for  him  to  have  the 
Judges  of  all  the  Courts  in  his  Power ;  and, 
indeed,  the  chief  Officers  of  State  ;  it  is,  there- 
fore, impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  an  Officer,  fo 
confiderable  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, mould  not  be  intentionally  included  in 
the  Law  in  Queftion,  though  not  exprefsly 
named.  Suppofe  the  Chancellor  mentioned 
in  the  Statute,  to  mean  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
yet  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  muft  cer- 
tainly be  included  in  the  Words  "  No  Perfon 
<£  that  fhall  have  the  Miniftration  of  Juftice," 
for,  that  he  has  the  Miniftration  of  Juftice, 
cannot  be  doubted  :  There  are  but  two  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer  mentioned,  "  the 
"  chief  and  fecondary  Baron,"  yet  it  has  ne- 
ver been  pretended  that  the  third  Baron  is  not 
included.  It  appears,  indeed,  by  the  com- 
mon Ufage  of  the  Crown,  that  this  Officer 
has  been  fuppofed  to  be  included,  for  there  is 
not  one  Inftance  of  this  Employment's  having 
been  granted  for  Life,  fmce  Poining's  Law, 
except  by  Harry  the  VHIth,  and  Charles  the 
Ift.  whofe  Conduct,  in  this  Refpedt,  will,  by 
no  Means,  furnifh  a  preemptive  Proof  that 
they  thought  the  Grant  lawful,  for  they  were 
known  not  to  make  the  Law  the  Rule  of 
(heir  Conduct,  when  it  oppofed  their  Inclina- 
T  4  tion?r 
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tions,  or  clafhed  with  their  Notions  of  Prero- 
gative :  Befides,  Sir,  in  my  Opinion,  the  Law 
itfelf  is  a  good  one,  and,  therefore,  no  Occafi- 
on  mould  be  fought  of  eluding  it  ;  becaufe* 
if  judicial  Employments  are  granted  for  Life, 
they  muft  frequently  be  held  by  Perfons 
whom  Age  and  Infirmities  have  rendered  in- 
capable of  the  Duty ;  4n  which  Cafe,  the  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  Court  may  be  totally  flopped, 
and  the  Rights  of  the  Subject  precluded ;  I 
admit,  however,  that  the  Grant  of  fuch  Em- 
ployments, during  good  Behaviour,  is  a  good 
Medium  between  during  Life,  and  during 
Pleafure,  and  more  eligible  than  either.  Up- 
on the  whole,  I  conclude,  that  the  Grant,  as 
it  now  ftands,  is  illegal,  but  I  deiire  that  I 
may  not  be  mifunderftood  to  have  been  in- 
duced, in  any  Degree,  to  form  this  Opinion, 
'by  a  Difapprobation  of  the  Gentleman  who 
fills  the  Office,  whofe  great  Abilities  I  am  e- 
ver  ready  to  acknowledge,  of  which  the  Place 
and  AfTembly  where  I  ftand,  has  been  often 
Witnefles  ;  I  am  only  forry  that  this  Gentle- 
man is  not  to  continue  among  us,  and  mould 
heartily  rejoice  to  fee  the  Truft  properly  at- 
tended to  and  executed  by  fo  able  an  Officer. 
I  declare,  alfo,  that  I  have  no  Objection  to  the 
Adjournment  of  the  Queflion  till  the  firft  of 
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Augujl  5  and,  I  think,  the  Commencement  of 
fuch  a  Suit  as  is  propofed  by  the  Motion  to 
be  unnecefTary,  becaufe,  if  the  Grant  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  Grievance,  there  is  an  eafier  Way 
of  redrem'ng  it.  Every  Suitor  that  comes  to 
the  Exchequer  is  obliged  to  pay  Fees  to  the 
Chancellor,  from  which  Fees  his  Revenue  ri- 
fes,  and  every  Suitor,  therefore,  has  a  Right 
to  commence  a  Suit  againft  him  for  thefe  Fees, 
if  he  fuppofes  he  has  not  a  legal  Right  to 
them,  which  he  has  not,  if  the  Grant  of  his 
Patent  is  illegal ;  in  the  Courfe  of  fuch  a  Suit 
the  Legality  of  the  Patent  mull  be  judicially 
determined.  If  there  were  but  one  Hamp- 
den  in  this  Country,  he  would  commence 
fuch  a  Suit  for  the  Value  of  a  Shilling  j 
I  therefore  give  my  Vote  for  poftponing  the 
Queftion. 

Sir  R—  C-. 

Mr  S , 

As  I  apprehend  that  the  principal  Argu:- 
ment  againft  the  Legality  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  Patent  for  Life  is  drawn 
from  the  Meaning,  cither  exprefled  or  impli- 
ed, of  a  Claufe  in  the  Aft  of  the  loth  of 
flenry  VII.  I  think  it  proper  to  give  my 

Opi- 
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Opinion  of  the  Senfe  of  that  Claufe.     Hifto- 
ry  informs  us,  that,  in  the  Reign  of  that  Prince, 
there  were   great  civil  Contefts  for  the  regal 
Power,  between  the  Houfes  of  Lancafter  and 
Tork,    which    extended    to   this   Kingdom. 
The  two  Parties  were  headed  by  Chiefs  of 
this   Country ;   the    Torkifls  by  the  Earl   of 
'Kildare,  and  the  Lancajlriam  by  the  Duke  of 
Ormond :  Matters  were  carried  fo  far  againft 
Henry,  who  was  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter, 
that  his  Rival  was  brought  to  this  Capital,  and 
crowned  at  Chrift-Church  j  at  this   Coronati- 
on all  the  great  Officers  of  State  attended,  a- 
mong  which  were  the  Lord  High  Chancel- 
lor, the  Treafurer,  and  the  Judges.     Henry, 
to  put  a  Stop  to  thefe  rebellious  Proceedings, 
and  fecure  his  undoubted  Right  to  the  Throne, 
fent  over  that  very  wife  and  brave   Man,   Sir 
John  Poinings,  who  would  never  have  ventu- 
red hither  to  oppofe  the  tumultuous  and  for- 
midable Infurrections  againft  his  Sovereign,  if 
he  had  not  had  Courage  from  the  Sole  of  his 
Foot  to  the  Crown  of  his  Head  ;  and,  in  this 
Situation,  it  was  very  natural  for  Poinings  to 
exert  his  Spirit,  by  every  Method  which  his 
Policy  fuggefted,  to  ftrengthen  the  Hands  of 
his  Royal  Mailer ;  and,  by  his  Diligence  and 
Perfeverance,   the  Act  of  the    loth  of  that 

Prince 
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Prince  was  brought  about,  and  the  King  ob- 
tained a  Power,  efTentially  neceffary  at  that 
Time,  of  difplacing  his  great  Officers,  and 
Judges  at  pleafure.  Now,  confidering  the 
State  of  the  Exchequer  at  that  Time,  I  can- 
T&t  think  that  the  Chancellor  was  a  Perfon  of 
fufficient  Importance,  to  come  within  the 
Intention  of  the  Aft,  or  the  View  with  which 
it  was  made.  The  Chancellor,  mentioned  in 
it,  is  undoubtedly  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
for  he  was  the  primary  and  chief  Object  of  it  $ 
for  Hiftory  fays,  that  he  affifted  at  the  Coro- 
nation of  the  Pretender  of  that  Time,  and  he 
is  alfo  mentioned  in.  the  Aft,  before  the  Lord 
high  Treafurer,  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  could  not  have  been  j  I,  there- 
fore, conclude,  that,  as  this  Statute  has  not 
altered  the  Law  with  Refped  to  this  Office, 
the  King  has  an  undoubted  Right  to  grant  it 
for  Life,  a  Conclufion  which  is  juftified  by 
Precedents,  which,  I  think,  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  ever  called  in  Queftion,  either 
by  a  parliamentary  or  judicial  Enquiry. 

Sir  W—  O— . 

MrS , 

Jn  the  prefent  Situation  of  this  Country, 

Sir, 
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Sir,  I  think,  our  Time  might  be  better  em- 
ployed than  in  the  Difcuflion  of  Queftions, 
doubtful  in  themfelves,  and  trifling  in  their 
Confequences,  except,  that  they  tend  to  di- 
vide thofe  whom  it  is  our  higheft  Intereft  to 
unite,  and  to  produce  Enmity  where  it  is  of 
the  greateft  Importance  to  conciliate  Affecti- 
on. We  exert  all  the  Pathos  of  our  Rheto- 
ric, to  difplay  and  deplore  our  Grievances,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  we  irritate  thofe  who  have 
both  the  Power,  and  the  Inclination  to  redrefs 
them;  every  Thing  appears  fpecious  and 
alluring,  under  the  Colour  of  Patriotifm,  and 
Public  Spirit,  but  there  are  many  Meafures 
which,  if  not  viewed  in  the  falfe  Light, 
which  gives  them  this  flattering  Appearance, 
would  be  found  deeply  tinged  with  the  ful- 
len  Hues  of  factious  Difcontent,  difappointed 
Ambition,  and  fordid  Self- Intereft  ;  and  the 
bold  rhetorical  Flourishes  that  feem  to  be 
made  only  in  Defence  of  our  Rights  and  Li- 
berties, will  be  often  found  to  be  nothing 
more  than  the  Effufions  of  perfonal  Enmity, 
or  Party-Rage  :  The  learned  Member  *  who 
fits  beneath  me,  knows,  that  upon  the  Banks 

*Dr  £- 
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of  fome  Rivers,  in  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the 
World,  there  are  Fruits  which  have  a  moft 
beautiful  and  alluring  Appearance  to  the  Eye, 
but  when  brought  to  the  Tafte  are  both  pu- 
trid and  poifonous.  It  is  at  this  Time  the 
univerfal  Cry  that  the  titular  Power  which 
prefides  over  this  Country,  is  LIBERTY  ;  but 
upon  a  nearer  Approach,  and  more  attentive 
View,  this  fuppofed  Goddefs  will  appear  to 
be  a  fhamelefs  Strumpet,  abandoned  to  every 
Species  of  Licentioufnefs,  and  contaminated 
with  every  corrupt  Difpofition  ;  who  wanders 
about  in  borrowed  Robes,  difturbing  the 
Peace,  and  debauching  the  Morals  of  Man- 
kind, by  ftudied  Artifice,  and  deceitful  Blan- 
dimments ;  and,  is  this  aTime  for  us  to  foment 
Divifion  and  Animofity  by  unnecefTary  Dif- 
putes?  mall  we  countenance  Dif-union,  and 
Difcontent  by  our  Example  ?  and,  mall  we 
neglect  our  known  Duty,  and  the  real  Service 
of  the  State,  to  join  in  the  popular  Cry,  and 
promote  Contumacy  and  Faction,  by  conceal- 
ing private  Views,  and  felfiili  Paffions,  under 
the  fpecious  Pretence  of  maintaining  our 
Rights,  and  preferving  our  Liberties  ?  Let 
us  rather  act  as  one  Body,  animated  by  one 
Soul,  for  an  honefter  and  nobler  Purpofe  ;  let 
us  exert  our  whole  united  Strength,  to  re- 
move 
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move   real    Evils,    and    produce  permanent 
Good  5  to  reftore  our  Finances  which  are  fall- 
ing into  ruin  ;  to  check  the  fatal  Encreafe  of 
Penfions ;  to  fupprefs  popular  Licentioufnefs; 
and  to  encreafe  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
the  interior  Parts  of  the   Kingdom.     Thefe 
are    Objects   worthy    the   Attention   of  this 
Houfe,  and,  in  an  active  and  fteady  Purfuit  of 
thefe,   we  can  alone  difcharge  our  Truft,  and 
fecure  the  Intereft  and  Honour  both  of  Our- 
felves  and   Country ;    we  mall,  however,  in 
this  laudable  Purfuit  ftand  in  need  of  the  Af- 
iiftance  of  fuperior  Powers,  whom  we  fhould 
incline  to  afford  us   this  Affiftance,  by  every 
becoming  Compliance  in  trivial  and  doubtful 
Matters,  inftead  of  giving  them  Offence,  and 
alienating  their  Kindnefs  by  querulous  Oppo- 
fltion,  and  unprovoked  Malignity  ;  from  what 
laudable  Motive  can  Gentlemen  oppofe  the 
Independance  of  judicial  Officers  upon  the 
Crown  ?     How  can  cafual  Inability  be  made 
a  Pretence  for  not  granting  an  Office  for  Life, 
when  we  know  that  the  Incumbent,  during 
Pleafure,  fcarce  ever  refides  ?     It   would  be 
endlefs  to  trace  the  Folly  and  Danger  of  this 
Conduct  through   every  particular,  and  I  am 
willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  is  unneceiTary  5 

for 
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for  my  own  Part,  I  Ihall  moft  heartily  give 
my  Vote  for  putting  off  the  Queftion  to  a 
long  Day,  if  it  was  only  to  employ  the  in- 
termediate Time  in  Matters  of  real  Impor- 
tance. 

Dr  C —  L —  then  got  up,  and  dwelt  much 
upon  the  Importance  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  refiding,  and  paid  many  Com- 
pliments to  a  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
then  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  formerly  filled 
that  Office  *  j  this  Gentleman,  in  a  very  gen- 
teel Manner,  begged  the  Doctor  to  fpare  him 
as  he  was  prefent ;  the  Doctor,  however,  flill 
continued  his  Compliments,  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  took  occafion  to  throw  out  fome  ob- 
lique Hints  not  very  favourable  to  fome  of 
the  late  Chief  Governors. 

A  right  honourable  Member-f-  then  got  up, 
and  faid  fomewhat  in  Difapprobation  of  fuch 
Hints,  and,  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Speech,  hap- 
pened to  mention  the  Weaver's  Hall,  by 
which  Company,  as  well  as  by  moft  others 

*   The  right  honourable  Mr  A—  M — . 
t  The  Right  Honourable  /F—  //—  F — ,  Poft- 
Mafter  General. 

in 
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in  the  City  of  Dublin,  Dr  L—  had  been  fin- 
gularly  diftinguimed.  The  Doctor,  confider- 
ing  the  Mention  of  Weaver's  Hall  to  be  in- 
tended as  a  Sneer,  and  not  a  Compliment, 
got  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  Effect  : 


SIR,  I  mail  always  remember,  with  the 
greateft  Gratitude,  the  fingular  Honours  I 
have  received  from  the  honourable  Society, 
which  that  Right  Honourable  Member  has  juft 
now  mentioned.  The  Weavers  are  a  Com- 
pany diftinguimed  by  their  Induftry,  and,  by 
their  fingular  Utility  to  their  Country  ;  the 
Commodity  which  they  manufacture  is  the 
Staple  of  this  Nation,  and,  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  its  Importance,  and  of  thofe  that  work  it 
up,  it  has  the  Honour  to  be  the  Seat  of  our 
Judges  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  As,  .1  think 
thus  honourably  of  the  Weavers,  I  may, 
without  juft  Caufe  of  Offence,  fay,  that  I  be- 
lieve it  would  have  been  well  for  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman,  if  he  had  been  bred 
a  Weaver  himfelf  ;  he  would  then  have  en- 
joyed that  chearful  and  agreeable  Difpofition 
fo  natural  to  him,  with,  perhaps,  a  greater 
Gufto  than  he  does  at  prefent  j  he  would  not 
then  have  been  incumbered  with  the  Cares 

of 
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of  State,  but  would  conftantly  have  enjoyed 
that  Tranquillity  and  Flow  of  Spirits,  which 
are  always  the  Confequence  of  little  Thought, 
and  chearful  Induftry.  In  the  great  Em- 
ployment, which  he  fills  at  prefent,  he  has  the 
weighty  Affairs  of  the  Nation  to  think  of, 
and  when  he  has  thought  of  them,  and  given 
his  Concurrence  to  what  may  be  neceffary  to 
difpatch  them,  he  has  the  farther  Trouble  of 
difperfmg  an  Account  of  thefe  public  Con- 
cerns, as  well  as  the  private  Concerns  of  the 
Nation  over  the  whole  World  ;  but  had  he 
been  happily  a  Weaver,  he  would  have  had 
none  of  this  Trouble,  but  have  been  a  merry 
Fellow,  and,  in  the  Stile  of  Sir  John  Fal/laff\ 
"  a  Teller  of  all  Manner  of  Tales,  and  a  Singer 
of  all  Manner  of  Songs." 

The  Motion  was  then  made,  and  the 
Queftion  put,  that  the  further  Confideration 
of  this  Matter  be  adjourned  to  the  firft  Day 
of  Augujl  next. 

It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

U  FR  I- 
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FRIDAY,  Nov.  11,  1763. 
FOURTEENTH    DAY. 

Mr  £— •  0—. 

Mr  S , 

THE  firft  and  great  Object  of  all  Legif- 
latures  is  the  impartial  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice  j    Mankind  were  induced  to  make 
a  Surrender  of  their  Power  to  injure  others, 
upon  condition,  that  the  Power  of  others  to 
injure  them  mould  be  reftrained  ;   for,  it  was 
very  loon  difcovered,  that  every  Man  is  liable 
to  fuffer  more  by  the  unreftrained  Power  of 
another  exerted  againfl  him,  than  he  can  en- 
joy by  exerting  his  own  Power,   without  re- 
ftraint,  againft  another ;  this  was  the  Origin 
of  Civil  Government,  and,  when,  from  this 
Motive,  this  common  Depofit  of  Power,  was 
made  in  the  Hands  of  a  Magiftrate,    it  could 
be  with  no  other  View  than  that  he  fhould 
exert  it  impartially  for  the  common  Benefit, 
and,  therefore,  as  far  as  a  Magiftrate  is  under 
any  Influence  with  Refpeft  to  his  Decifions, 

or 


DAY  XIV.]      dfatrsoflRELAKB.         293 
or  has  any  Thing  to.  hope,  or  to  fear,  in  Con- 
fequence   of  any  Act  performed  in  his  judi- 
cial Capacity,  fo  far,  the  very  End  of  his  In- 
ftitution  is  defeated,  and  fo  far  the  Power  in- 
trufted  with  him,    that  it  might  operate  only 
to  good  Purpofes,  may  be  perverted  to  Evil. 
The  Independance  of  Judges,   therefore,   is 
one  of  the  original  and  fundamental  Rights 
of  Mankind,  but,  it  is  importable  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Things,  that  a  Judge  mould  be  Inde- 
pendant,   who  holds  his  Office   only  during 
the  Pleafure  of  another ;  he  will  then  certain- 
ly have  fomething  to  hope  and  fomething  to 
fear,  and  his  Duty  may  fometimes  be  incom- 
patible with  his  Intereft  j    when  this  happens, 
it  would  be  abfurd  to/uppofe,  that  the  Senfe 
of  Duty    will  always  predominate  ;    to  fup- 
pofe  the  contrary,  is  only  to  fuppofe,  that  he 
who  becomes  a  Judge  does  not  then  ceaie  to 
be  a  Man,  but,  that  he  is  ftill  fubject  to  the 
fame  Paflions,  and   Infirmities,   that  he  was 
before,  in  common  with   all  human  Beings. 
I  will  readily  acknowledge,  that  there  never 
was  a  Time  when  the  Dependancy  of  Judges 
was  lefs  likely  to  produce  ill  Effects,  not,  be- 
caufe  Judges  have  any  new  Powers  to  refift 
Temptation,  but,  becaufe  they  are  lefs  likely 
to  be  ttmpted  :     Our  moft  amiable  and  gra- 
U  2  cious 
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clous  Sovereign  feems  to  found  his  Happinefs 
upon  the  true  Principles  of  Virtue  and  Juftice, 
and  the  Vice-Roy  whom  he  has  fent  over 
hither,  feems,  in  every  Refpecl:,  difpofed»to 
follow  his  Example,  and  to  be  truly  his  Re- 
prefentative  ;  but  from  the  Viciffitude  natural 
to  every  Thing  fublunary,  and  from  the  Ex- 
ample of  our  fifter  Country,  Great  Britain,  I 
think  it  now  proper  to  make  a  Motion,  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  Heads  of  a  Bill 
for  making  the  Commiliions  of  Judges,  quam 
diufe  bene  gejjerint. 

Mr  E — •  M—  got  up,  and  faid,  that  he 
feconded  the  Motion,  with  very  great  Plea- 
fure,  as  it  would  be  a  Confidence  of  Security 
to  the  Nation,  not  with  RefpecT:  to  the  pre- 
fent  Time  but  the  future  j  he  added,  that  the 
Support  of  Dignity,  in  the  Judges,  was  alfo  a 
Matter  of  great  Confequence,  as  it  gave 
Weight  to  their  Decrees,  and  Satisfaction  to 
the  Suitors ;  but  more  efpecially  as  it  gave  En- 
couragement to  Men  of  the  firfl  Abilities,  to 
fill  the  Bench,  who  might  otherwife  find 
greater  Advantages  in  continuing  at  the  Bar  ; 
he  fliould,  therefore,  he  faid,  be  very  well 
pleafed  to  have  a  Claufe  tacked  to  the  Bill  for 
the  Encreafe  of  the  Judges  Salaries  -,  this  he 

ob* 
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obferved,  became  necefTary  upon  a  mere  Sup- 
polition,  that  the  Salary  fixed,  during  the 
Reign  of  King  William,  in  the  Year  1699, 
was  only  a  reafonable  Salary,  and,  that  the 
Judges  now  ought  not  to  be  worfe  provided 
for,  than  they  were  then  ;  becaufe,  the  Diffe- 
rence between  the  Value  of  Money,  and  the 
Expences  of  Life  at  that  Time,  and  this,  were 
very  great,  as  would  appear  by  F/eef  wood's 
Cbronicum  Pretiofum,  and,  therefore,  though 
the  Appointment  at  that  Time  might  be  fuf- 
ficient,  it  would  at  prefent  fall  very  fhort  ;  for 
which  Reafon,  he  propofed,  that  the  Increafe 
of  the  Judges  Salaries  might  be  a  Tack  to  the 
Bill. 

Mr  L  —  O—  faid,  in  reply,  that  he 
fhould  be  much  pleafed  to  have  the  Salaries 
of  the  Judges  increafed,  and  that  he  thought 
it  a  very  proper  Meafure,  but  begged  to  be 
excufed  from  making  it  a  Tack  to  his  Bill,  for 
though  there  was  the  greateft  Reafon  to  believe 
it  would  be  univerfally  adopted,  yet  he  was  un- 
willing to  load  his  Bill  with  any  Tack,  what- 
ever were  the  Chances  in  its  Favour,  becaufe 
he  confidered  it  as  of  very  great  Moment  to 
the  Conftitution  of  his  Country. 


V  3 
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The  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given,  to  bring  in 
Heads  of  a  Bill,  for  making  the  Commiffions 
of  Judges,  quam  diu  fe  bene  gefferinf,  and 
that  Mr  L_  O_  ;  Mr  Af_;  Mr  P-  5 
Mr  Serjeant  M — ;  and,  Dr  L— ,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  fame. 


SA- 
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SATURDAY,   Nov.  12,  1763. 
FIFTEENTH    DAY. 

MR  E—  S—  P—  got  up,  and  faid,  that 
Tuefday  next,  was  fixed  for  enquiring 
into  the  Grievance  univerfally  felt,  and  com- 
plained of,  the  Increafe  of  Penfions ;  but, 
that,  he  apprehended,  it  would  not  be  a  pro- 
per Day,  as  he  had  been  informed,  that  many 
Gentlemen  would  not  be  ready  to  attend,  and, 
as  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts 
was  that  Day  to  be  made,  which  would  take 
up  fome  Time  ;  he  added,  that  he  did  not 
blum  to  fay,  that  he  had  received  a  Meffage, 
which  induced  him  to  put  off  the  Enquiry 
concerning  Penfions ;  and,  therefore,  he  mov- 
ed, that  it  migHt  be  put  off  till  Wednefday. 

The  Right  Honourable  A—  M—  faid, 
that  he  confidered  the  Enquiry,  concerning 
Penfions,  as  a  Matter  of  the  higheft  Impor- 
tance, that  required  much  Time  and  Delibe- 
ration, and  a  full  Attendance  of  the  Mem- 
bers, and,  therefore,  he  thought  it  fliould  be 
put  off,  even  for  a  longer  Day,  as  well  upon 
U  4  that 
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that  Account,  as,  becaufe,  the  National  Ac- 
counts, and  the  Supply  interfered,  which 
fhould  not  fuffer  Delay,  as  the  Money  Bills 
for  the  Supply  mould  be  fent  off  about  the  four 
or  five  and  twentieth  of  the  Month,  the  ufual 
Time,  when  the  Duty  would  ceafe ;  he  faid, 
that,  upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  Debates  might  arife,  and  the  paf- 
iing  them  might,  therefore,  take  up  more 
Time  than  was  expected  ;  he  faid,  alfo,  that 
the  fixing  the  Supplies,  and  fending  over  the 
Money  Bills  might  be  attended  with  Delay, 
and,  as  it  was  of  the  greateft  Importance  to 
have  whatever  related  to  that  Bufinefs,  fett- 
led with  proper  Deliberation,  it  ought  not 
to  be  interrupted  by  any  Thing  of  lefs  Confe- 
quence  j  he,  therefore,  wifhed  that  the  Con- 
iideration  of  the  Penfions  was  deferred  till 
the  Money  Bills  mould  be  fent  over. 

Mr  P—  replied,  that  he  was  forry  to  dif- 
fer from  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
who  fpoke  laft,  but  that  the  very  Arguments 
he  had  ufed  for  deferring  the  Confideration 
of  the  Penfions  to  a  longer  Day,  appeared  to 
him  to  prove  that  it  mould  not  be  longer  de- 
ferred. How  is  it  poffible,  fays  he,  that  an 
Eftablifhment  mould  be  fixed,  till  we  know  of 

what 
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.what  it  ought  to  confift  ?  TheEftablimment  of 
Penfions  is  already  enormous,  and  if  we  fhould 
now  fix  it,  without  any  Enquiry,  or  Refolu- 
fion,  the  Meafure  would  be  premature  ;  for 
certainly  an  Enquiry  into  fo  eflential  a  Part  of 
the  Eftablifhment,  ought  to  take  Place  before 
iheEftablimment  is  fixed  ;  befides,  fays  he,  the 
very  Inconvenience,  which  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  wi(hes  to  remedy,  would 
.be  encreafed  by  the  Remedy  he  propofes ;  for 
if  fomething  is  not  determined,  concerning 
Penfions,  U  will  be  a  Subject  of  high  Debate, 
throughout  the  whole  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies ;  he,  therefore,  hoped  that  he  mould  be 
excufed,  in  withing  to  have  Wednefday  fixed 
.for  the  Penfions,  and  faid,  that  as  the  Duties 
would  not  end  till  the  Twenty-eighth  of 
the  next  Month,  there  would  be  Time  e- 
nough  to  tranfacl  the  Bufinefs  relative  to  them 
without  Precipitation,  or  Hurry. 

The  .Order  for  the  next  Tuefday,  being 
then  read,  it  was  refolved. 

"  That  this  Houfe  will,  next  Wednefday, 
"  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
t:  Hcufc,  to  take  into  Confideration,  the 
t:  State  of  the  Penfions  upon  the  Civil  Efta- 

«  blifli- 
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"  blimment  of  this  Kingdom,  and  how  the 
"  Encreafe  of  them  may  be  prevented." 

Ordered,  That  the  Agent  to  the  Penfionera 
do  attend  this  Houfe  next  Wednefday. 

Ordered,  That  the  proper  Officer  do  lay 
before  this  Houfe,  a  Lift  of  the  Names  of 
fuch  Penfioners  as  do  not  refide  in  this  King- 
dom, and  have  Licenfes  of  Abfence  from  his 
Majefty,  or  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or 
other  Chief  Governors*  with  the  Dates  of 
fuch  Liccnies. 

Ordered,  That  the  proper  Officer  do  lay 
before  this  Houfe,  a  Lift  of  the  Names  of 
the  Penfioners  who  do  not  refide  in  this 
Kingdom. 

Mr  R — >  F—  then  got  up,  and  faid,  that 
confidering  the  diftreffed  Situation  of  Ireland, 
at  that  Time,  it  was  a  Matter  of  the  higheft 
Importance,  to  enquire  into  the  extraordinary 
Increafe  of  the  Military  Eftablifhment,  be* 
fore  the  Supplies  were  granted  j  he  faid, 
that  the  Remark  made  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  two  Days  before, 
had  made  a  deep  Impreflion  upon  his  Mind  ; 

inftead 
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inftead  of  thirty  Regiments   upon  the  Efta- 
blifhment,  fays  he,  there  is  now  no  lefs  than 
forty-two,  with  the    fame  Number  of  Men, 
twelve  Thoufand  j   this  is  extreamly  danger- 
ous to  the  Conftitution  two  Ways,  firft,  by  en- 
creafing  Dependants ;   and,    fecondly,  by  en- 
creafing  Expence  ;  the  Expence  has  encreaf- 
ed  no  lefs  than  150,0007.  a  Year,  fince  the 
Year  1757,  which  this  Country  is  by  no  Means 
able    to  bear  j     and   this   Eftabli/hment,    at 
prefent,    amounts    to     100,000  /.    a     Year 
more  than    in    the    Height   of    the   War, 
befides    Military    Contingencies,    and    Bar- 
racks, which   amount   to  a   very  confidera- 
ble  Sum.     He  obferved,   that   the  Military 
and  Civil  Eftablimment,  with  the  Penfions, 
would  leave  only  3  0,000 /.  out  of  the  whole 
Revenue  of  the  Country,   and  that  this  Sum 
and  more  would  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  Ar- 
tillery, and  Laboratory,  which  are  not  includ- 
ed in  the  Military  Eftablimment,  though  cer- 
tainly belonging  to  it,  and  Articles  of  very 
great  Expence.     The  Word  Laboratory,  he 
faid,  was  quite  new  in  the  Houfe,  and  fcarce 
a  Man  in  it  knew  either  its  Meaning,  or  its 
Ufe ;  in  his  Opinion,   it  was  a  Place  where 
all  Sorts  of  Combuftibles  were  prepared  for 
pire-lhips,  Bombs,  Grenadoes,  and  other  Im- 

pie- 
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plements  of  Offence,  for  the  Sea  Service,  and 
rnight,  probably,  run  to  an  Expence  of  forty, 
fifty,  fixty,  or  even  one  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year,  and,  why  we  fhould,  in  a  Si- 
tuation fo  diftreffed  as  we  were  known  to  be 
in,  fet  about  making  fuch  expenfive  Prepara- 
tions for  others,  he  faid,  he  could  not  tell,  ef- 
pecially  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  and 
juft  after  the  Conclufion  of  a  War,  which  it 
was  to  be  hoped  rendered  another  War  high- 
ly improbable,  at  leaft  for  fome  Time.  He 
faid,  the  Ordnance  already  coft  near  30,000  /. 
a  Year,  and,  that  he  was  perfuaded,  that  if 
this  Inftitution,  and  the  Laboratory  went  on, 
without  controul,  they  would  be  much  more 
injurious  to  Ourfelves  than  to  our  Enemies. 
He  added,  that  the  Staff  of  General  Officers, 
in  Ireland,  amounted  to  two  and  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  though  in  England 
it  amounted  to  no  more  than  Eleven,  fo  that 
the  Expence  in  that  Article  was  juft  double, 
which,  he  faid,  was  furely  furprizing,  as  in 
this  Town  there  was  feldom  General  Officers 
enough  to  make  a  Board.  He  concluded, 
that  if  fome  Regulation,  with  RefpecT:  to  the 
public  Expences,  in  almoft  every  Branch,  was 
not  made,  there  would  not  be  the  lead  Sup- 
ply left  for  any  Emergency,  or  for  any  Ira- 
prove- 
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provement,  of  which  the  Country  flood  in  fo 
much  need. 

Dr  C —  L —  got  up,  and  faid,  that  he  was 
extreamly  forry  to  find  himfelf  under  a  Ne- 
cefiity  of  making  a  Complaint  againft  a  very 
refpectable  Body,  the  Dublin  Society,  which 
had  been  intruded  by  the  Houfe  with  no  lefs 
a  Sum  than  1 0,000 /.  to  be  diftributed  in 
Premiums :  He  faid  they  had  fet  out  in  a  ve- 
ry proper  Manner,  and,  after  a  ftrict  Enquiry 
into  the  Merits  of  feveral  Claimants,  they  had 
allotted  to  each  fuch  a  Proportion  of  this 
Bounty  as  they  appeared  to  deferve  j  that  they 
had,  in  Confequence  of  fuch  an  Enquiry,  al- 
lotted to  a  Family  of  the  Name  of  Smith,  the 
Sum  of  500  /.  but  that  they,  foon  after,  re- 
ceived a  Mcflage  from  a  certain  great  Perfon, 
acquainting  them,  that,  in  that  Perfon's  Opi- 
nion, 2,000  /.  was  little  enough  for  that  Fa- 
mily, upon  which  they  did,  contrary  to  their 
Judgment,  and,  in  Breach  of  their  Trufr,  grant 
to  that  Family  the  full  Sum  of  2,000  /.  no 
lefs  than  four  Times  as  much  as  they  had  de- 
termined to  be  equal  to  their  Merit  j  and  they 
took  the  1,5007.  which  they  had  added  to  the 
500  /.  originally  allotted  to  the  Smiths  of  Wa- 
terfordy  Manufacturers  of  Tape,  from  the 

Sums 
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Sums  allotted  to  other  Perfons,  whom  they 
had  before  judged  to  merit  them,  in  equal 
Proportions.  He  faid,  alfo,  that  there  were 
two  Glafs-Houfes  in  Dublin,  one  of  Irifh, 
and  one  of  Englijh  Eftablimment ;  that  Part 
of  the  Irifh  one  had,  by  Accident,  been 
burnt  down,  and  the  Materials  for  making 
Glafs  fo  damaged,  that,  not  being  fit  for  fine 
Ware,  it  had  been  made  into  Bottles,  which 
were  of  a  good  Fabrick,  and  fold  for  1 8  s.  a 
Grofs ;  but  becaufe  it  was  an  Irifh  Glafs- 
Houfe,  no  Encouragement  was  given  it  by 
the  Society,  who,  at  the  fame  Time,  gave  a 
large  Premium  to  an  Englijh  Glafs- Houfe, 
which  caufed  a  Monopoly,  and  raifed  Bottles 
to  20  s.  a  Grofs. 

The  H— ble  B—  M—  faid,  that  he  was 
prefent  when  the  Mefliige  was  brought  to  the 
Society,  requiring  them  to  grant  1,5007.  more 
than  they  had,  after  a  ftrict  and  fair  Exami- 
nation, allotted  to  the  Smiths,  and  that  he 
propofed  the  MefTage  mould  be  entered  on 
their  Books,  as  the  Caufe  of  their  granting 
fuch  an  Addition. 

Mr  y—  M —  confirmed  what  Dr  L —  had 
faid  concerning  the  Glafs-Houfes. 

Upon 
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Upon  which  it  was  ordered,  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Di£ 
pofal  of  1 0,000  /.  granted  to  the  Dublin  So~ 
ciety,  to  be,  by  them,  diftributed  among  the 
feveral  Artificers,  and  others,  who  petitioned 
the  Houfe  for  parliamentary  Encouragement, 
the  laft  Seffions  of  Parliament ;  and  a  Com" 
mittee  was  appointed  accordingly, 

Mr  E-  S—  P—  faid,  That  he  had  made 
a  Motion,  a  few  Days  ago,  that  the  Sums 
which  the  Houfe  fhould  think  proper  to  grant 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Manufactories, 
mould  be  given  in  Premiums  for  the  fuperior 
Quantity,  or  Quality,  of  the  Manufacture, 
when  it  mould  be  brought  to  Market,  and 
not  to  particular  Manufacturers :  That  he 
was  perfuaded,  from  the  general  Difpofition. 
of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Method  he  propofed 
was  more  agreeable  to  it,  than  that  againft 
which  he  had  excepted,  notwithftanding  it 
was  rejected,  and  that  it  was  rejected  merely 
to  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  the  worthy  Mem- 
ber who  had  prefented  the  Petition,  that  gave 
Occafion  to  his  Propofal,  which,  he  declared, 
he  made  folely  with  a  View  to  the  publick 
Good,  and  not  from  any  Difrefpect,  or  ill 

Will, 
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Will,  to  the  worthy  Gentleman,  whom  he 
highly  honoured.  He  now  added,  that  the 
Petitions  which  were  every  Day  pouring  into 
the  Houfe,  were  fo  numerous,  as  greatly  to 
obftruct  its  Bufinefs,  and  that  the  mere  receiv- 
ing them,  though  no  Money  mould  be  grant- 
ed upon  them,  would  have  a  difadvantageous 
Appearance  to  thofe  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Water,  as  being  inconfiftent  with  the  Poverty 
of  which  they  complained,  and  the  Burthen- 
ibmenefs  of  various  Demands,  which  they  la- 
boured to  evade. 

".N.T'j'.-C"    : 

He  therefore  prayed,  that  the  Houfe  would 
come  to  a  Refolution,  that  no  Money  mould 
be  granted  by  the  Houfe,  this  Sefiion,  for  the 
Encouragement,  or  Support,  of  any  particular 
Trade  or  Manufacture  what  foe  ver. 

To  this  no  Oppofition  was  made,  except 
that  one  Gentleman  faid,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  extended  to  injure  any  beneficial  Un- 
dertaking that  had  been  begun  fmce  the  lafl 
Seffions,  under  the  Sanction,  and  by  the  Aid 
of  Parliament ;  for,  if  it  appeared  that  the 
Money  already  received  had  been  honeftlyand 
judiciouily  laid  out,  it  would  be  great  Pity 
that  the  Undertaking  mould  flop  for  want  of 
farther  Aid.  Some 
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Some  Gentleman,  upon  this,  propofed,  that 
the  Motion  might  be  amended  ;  however,  it 
parted  in  the  very  Manner  that  Mr  P—  pro- 
pofed it,  Nemine  Contradicente. 


MONDAY,  Novi  14,  1763. 
SIXTEENTH     DAY. 

SIR  W—  6—  reprefented,  that,  as  all 
Grants  to  Petitioners,  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Manufactories,  had  been  precluded 
by  the  Refolution  of  Saturday^  it  was  the 
Duty  of  the  Houfe  to  encourage  Manufadtu- 
rers  in  general,  by  every  other  Way  that 
could  be  devifed  j  that  the  Paper  Manufac- 
ture, in  particular,  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as 
of  great  Importance  to  the  Kingdom,  and, 
therefore,  as  particular  Perfons  concerned  in 
it  could  receive  no  pecuniary  Encouragement, 
he  begged  leave  to  move,  that,  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  the  Manufacturer,  the  Houfe 
fhould  come  into  a  Refolution,  that  all  the 
Journals,  Votes,  and  other  TranfadHons  of 
that  Houfe,  (hould  be  printed  upon  Paper 
inanufaftured  in  this  Kingdom. 

X  Sir 
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Sir  R C —  feconded  this  Motion,  and 

faid,  that  the  Paper  Manufacture,  being  in  its 
Infant  State,  and  of  great  Importance  to  the 
Kingdom,  it  ought  to  receive  every  poffiblc 
Encouragement. 

Mr  A—  M-. 

MrS , 

There  is  no  Man  in  this  Houfe,  Sir,  more 
ready  to  encourage  the  Manufactures  of  this 
Country  than  myfelf,  as  no  Man  can  have  a 
fuller  Conviction,  that  the  Riches  and  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  Country  depend  principally 
upon  them.  Yet  I  mould  be  forry  to  have 
this  Houfe  come  fo  fuddenly  to  a  Refolution, 
which  would,  in  fome  Degree,  operate  with 
the  Force  of  a  Law,  and  which  may  alfo 
give  Jealouiy  and  Umbrage,  to  Nations  with 
whom  we  have  Connections,  and  whofe 
Good-will  and  Friendfliip  we  mould  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  fecure  j  there 
are  alfo  other  ill  Confequences  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  Meafure  propofed,  which, 
at  leaft,  make  it  advifeable,  not  to  take  it  pre- 
cipitately :  If  we  may  Credit  the  Memorial 

that 
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that  lies  upon  the  Table,  we  ought  rather  to 
encourage  than  difcourage  the  Importation  of 
Paper,  becaufe  we  confume  more  than  our 
Manufacturers  can  fupply,  and  do  not  yet  im- 
port enough  to  make  good  the  Deficiency, 
which  it  is  of  great  Moment  for  us  to  do. 
Printing  is  a  Manufacture,  the  Encreafe  of 
which  neceffarily  depends  upon  having  Paper 
of  a  good  Kind,  and  at  a  reafonable  Rate,  and 
there  are  considerable  Works  of  Printing  now 
carrying  on  j  if,  therefore,  we  produce  a  Scar- 
city of  Paper,  by  prohibiting  its  Importation, 
we  mall  raife  its  Price,  and  we  fhall  alfo  debafe 
its  Quality  j  for  our  Paper  Makers  will  have 
a  Monopoly,  and  impofe  upon  the  Stationer, 
Printer,  and  Confumer,  what  Commodity 
they  think  fit,  and  at  what  Price  j  however, 
as  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  the  State  of  our 
Paper  Manufactory,  and  fpeak  only  upon 
Conjecture,  and  the  Credit  of  the  Memorial, 
I  have  mentioned  to  be  lying  before  us,  I  wifli 
a  Committee  might  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire, how  far  our  own  Manufactory  of  Pa- 
per can  fupply  the  Confumption  j  if  it  can- 
not fupply  the  Confumption,  I  do  not  fee 
that  this  Motion  is  necefTary  for  its  Encou- 
ragement. It  will  not  encourage  the  making 
it  by  making  a  Market,  for  it  has  a  fufficient 
X  2  Mar- 
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Market  already  j  it  will  not  encourage  the 
making  it  better,  for  when  it  is  confumed  in 
confequence  of  an  Order,  and  not  by  Prefer- 
ence, the  Manufacturer,  will,  be  lefs  folici- 
tous  to  recommend  it  by  its  Quality,  and  gain 
it  the  Preference,  than  when  the  Sale  depends 
upon  fuch  Preference.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  Gentleman  will  withdraw  his  Motion,  and 
that  a  Motion  will  be  made  for  the  Appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee,  to  make  fuch  Enqui-* 
ries  as  may  be  previouily  neceiTary  to  direct 
our  Determinations. 

Sir  W~-  0— . 

MrS — -, 

Whatever  Deference  I  pay  to  the  Judgment 
of  the  learned  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  I 
muft  be  excufed  from  withdrawing  my  Mo- 
tion ;  as  Committees  have  been  frequently 
appointed,  fince  the  Year  1749,  for  the  very 
Enquiry  he  mentions,  concerning  the  State 
of  our  Paper  Manufactory,  and  frequent  Re- 
ports made,  and  Premiums  given  for  its  En- 
couragement, I  think  its  Progrefs  and  prefent 
State  muft  be  fufficiently  known  ;  however, 

lam. 
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I  am  commiffioned  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that 
the  Manufactory  of  Cork  alone  would  fur- 
nifh  this  City  with  forty  thoufand  Rheams  a 
Year,  and,  that  there  are,  at  leaft,  twenty 
other  Manufactories,  which,  if  they  had  pro- 
per Encouragement,  would  be  able  to  fupply 
the  whole  home  Confumption,  and,  where  fo 
many  Mills  are  conftantly  at  Work,  I  fee  no 
danger  of  a  Monopoly  ;  there  will  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  Rivalry  among  them  to  keep  Paper  at  a 
reafonable  Price,  and  to  furnifh  a  good  Com- 
modity. Befides,  I  do  not  fee  how  the 
Meafure,  propofed  by  the  Motioiij  can  lefTen 
the  Importation  of  foreign  Paper  any  other- 
wife  than  by  tending  to  gain  the  Preference 
for  our  own  Paper,  both  with  Refpect  to 
Quality  and  Price,  by  encouraging  the  Ma- 
kers to  perfevere  in  the  Exertion  of  their  Di- 
ligence, and  their  Skill.  Is  a  pretended  Re- 
gard to  Foreigners,  or  a  Fear  of  giving  them 
Umbrage,  to  prevent  our  endeavouring  to 
eftablifh  Manufactures  of  our  own  upon  fuch 
Principles,  and  by  fuch  Means  as  thefe  ?  If 
the  Price  of  our  own  Paper  is  unreafonably 
raifed,  and  the  Quality  rendered  worfe  by 
this  Motion,  it  will  rather  encourage  than 
prevent  the  Importation  of  the  Commodity  j 
for  what  mould  hinder  the  Stationer,  Printer, 
X  3  and 
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and  Confumer,  from  ufing  fuch  Paper  as  de- 
ferves  the  Preference,  whether  with  Refpect 
to  Quality,  or  Price,    fuppofing  the  Meafure 
propofed  by  the  Motion  to  take  Place  ?  And 
how,    Sir,    can  this   Meafure   tend  to  make 
Paper  fcarce  ?     Will  more  Paper  be  ufed  by 
this   Houfe   than  was   ufed  before  ?     If  we 
propofed  to  make   an  Order,    that  for  every 
Sheet  we  ufed  we  fhould  burn  another,  under 
a  Notion  of  encouraging  the  Manufacture,  by 
encreafing   the  Confumption,  then  it  might 
be   objected,    that   we   fhould   make    Paper 
fcarce ;    but,  we  propofe  no  fuch  Thing,   we 
only  propofe  that  the  Quantity   of  Paper  we 
have   been  ufed  to  confume,    fhall,  for  the 
future,  be  fupplied  by  our  own  Manufactures  $ 
and,  furely,  there  is  nothing  in  this  that  can 
hurt  any  other  Manufacture  of  our  own,   or 
juftly  give  Offence  to  any  other  Country,  as 
an  Injury  to  theirs.     What  Encouragement 
the  Paper  Manufacture  may  receive  from  the 
Motion  it  is  not  neceflary  to  enquire,   for  it 
is  not  oppofed,  upon  Pretence  that  it  will  give 
no  Encouragement,  but  the  contrary,  that  it 
will  give  too  much.     I    have  already  {hewn 
that  this  Pretence  is  groundlefs,    and,    I  mall 
now   mew,  that  fuch   Encouragement  as  it 
can  give  to  that  Manufactory,  the  Manufac- 
tory 
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tory  ought  to  have  :  It  is  a  Manufacture  of 
great  Importance  in  itfelf,  and  it  is  alfo  of 
great  Importance  as  a  Branch,  though  a  re- 
mote one,  of  the  Linnen  Manufacture  ;  Paper 
is  a  Commodity  fabricated  from  Materials, 
which  would  otherwife  be  of  no  value,  and 
it  employs  a  great  Number  of  Perfons,  who, 
from  their  Situation,  and  Circumftances,  could 
be  employed  in  no  -other  Way  than  the  col- 
lecting fuch  Materials  together.  That  the 
Meafure  propofed  would  operate  with  the 
Force  of  a  Law,  prohibiting  the  Importation 
of  Paper,  1  have  fhewn  already  to  be  a  mere 
groundlefs  Pretence  :  You,  Sir,  (addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  Speaker)  and  this  Houfe  have 
a  Power  of  ordering  the  public  Proceedings 
of  Parliament  to  be  printed  in  what  Manner, 
and  upon  what  Materials  you  think  fit,  but 
your  Order  cannot  extend  further,  and,  there- 
fore, for  any  Thing  yet  offered,  I  muft  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  be  excufed  from  withdraw- 
ing my  Motion. 

Lord  B —  got  up,  and  faid,  that  he  had 
no  Objection  to  any  Motion  that  could  pro- 
duce fo  falutary  a  Purpofe  as  the  Encourage- 
ment of  a  ufeful  and  confiderable  Manufac- 
tory ;  but  that  to  prevent  all  Appearance  of 
X  4  Rival- 
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Rivalfhip,  and  render  the  Meafure  agreeable 
to  every  Body,  he  propofed  to  make  an  A- 
mendraent,  and  that  Paper  of  'Britljh  Ma- 
nufacture {hould  be  included  in  the  Motion. 

Sir  l£-  C— . 

Mr  8—, 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  {hall  be  excufed,  for  making 
a  flight  Obfervation,  on  what  has  been  faid, 
by  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  fits  on  the  oppofite  Bench  j  it  has  been 
infinuated  by  that  Gentleman,  that  the  Dif- 
couragement  of  Foreign  Manufactures,  by  the 
Encouragement  of  our  own,  may  give  Um- 
brage to  Countries,  with  which  we  are  con- 
nected j  but,  if  the  pleafing  our  Allies  is  to 
interfere  with  the  Execution  of  a  Meafure, 
which,  we  think  for  our  own  interior  Ad- 
vantage, we  fhall  be  in  a  State  rnoft  deplor- 
ably dependant  and  confined,  and  become 
the  Servant  of  Servants,  in  the  moft  mortify- 
ing Senfe  of  the  Words.  As  to  the  Amend- 
ment in  favour  of  Britijh  Paper,  I  am  afraid 
it  would  be  attended  with  very  great  Incon- 
veniencies,  and,  in  a  great  Meafure,  defeat  the 
Intention  of  the  Motion,  for  it  would  be  very 

eafy 
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eafy  for  the  Engltfh  Factors,  in  league 
the  Factors  here,  to  pour  in,  by  the  Way  of 
England,  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Paper  made  by 
the  Dutch  j  is  there  not  every  Day  a  vaft 
Quantity  of  French  Silk  obtruded  upon  us, 
as  the  Manufacture  of  England  ?  Is  this  Griev- 
ance fo  foon  forgotten  ?  Every  body  knows 
that  the  Factors  make  up  the  Cockett,  and, 
that  the  Land-waiter  very  frequently  knows 
nothing  of  the  Matter,  though  he  is  obliged 
to  the  contrary  by  his  Duty,  and,  as  we  have 
no  Duplicate  for  Paper,  there  being  no  Ad:  of 
Parliament  for  that  Purpofe,  and  it  being 
made  of  Rags,  that  are  picked  up  in  the 
Streets,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  the  Printer 
to  fwear  whether  the  Paper  he  ufes  is  Britifo 
Manufacture,  or  Foreign,  as  there  is  no  poffi- 
bility  for  him  to  afcertain  it.  Indeed,  I  am 
averfe  to  the  Encreafe  of  Oaths,  fer,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  they  do  little 
more  than  increafe  Perjury.  Let  me  add, 
that  the  Britijh  Manufactory  of  Paper  is  not 
fufficient  to  fupply  the  Confumption  of  that 
Country,  and  that  Ireland  gets  fcarce  any 
from  thence,  for,  upon  infpecting  the  Cuf- 
tom-Houfe  Books,  I  find,  large  Importati- 
ons of  Paper  from  "Holland >  but  little  or 
none  from  Great  Britain  ;  I,  therefore,  chufe 

to 
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to  have  the  Queftion  put,  without  the  A- 
mendment. 

It  was,  however,  agreed,  that  the  Queftion 
fhould  be  put  with  the  Amendment,  and 
then  Mr  H—  S —  faid,  That  though  he  fhould 
have  objected  againft  it,  as  firft  propofed,  yet 
he  was  now  ready  to  give  his  Vote  for  it. 

Mr  P —  T— -,  the  A.  G.  faid,  that  he 
could  never  vote  for  any  Motion  fo  precipi- 
tately put,  fo  late  in  the  Day,  and  fo  -unex- 
pected by  the  Houfe ;  he  faid,  too,  that  a 
Refolufion  of  the  Houfe  would  influence 
many,  though  it  would  not  bind  them  ;  that 
the  Houfe  was  but  one  Part  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  and  had  no  right  to  do  what  would 
bind  even  a  fingle  Perfon  -,  that  Gentlemen 
who  had  coniidered  the  Motion  maturely  in 
their  Clofets,  might  be  Mafters  of  it,  and 
that  other  Gentlemen  had  an  undoubted 
Right  to  a  competent  Time  for  confidering 
it,  that  they  might  be  upon  equal  Terms  with 
thofe  who  had  coniidered  it  already,  and  that 
he  thought  no  Method  fo  fit  for  this  Purpofe 
as  the  Appointment, of  a  Committee;  but, 
that  as  it  was  infifted,  that  the  Queftion 
fliould  be  put,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  put  the 

previous 
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previous  Queftion,  whether  it  mould  be  put 
or  not. 

The  Motion  was  as  follows  :  "  That  from 
and  after  the  firft  Day  of  December  next,  all 
the  Votes  and  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  Public 
Accounts,  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  other 
Matters  to  be  printed  by  Order  of  this  Houfe, 
or  for  the  Public  Ufe,  mail  be  printed  on  the 
beft  Sort  of  Paper  manufactured  in  Great- 
Britain,  or  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  that  no 
Charge  for  Paper  to  be  made  ufe  of,  after  the 
faid  firft  Day  ofDefemfor,  fhall  be  allowed  in 
the  National  Accounts,  or  paid  by  the  Public, 
without  an  Affidavit  made  before  a  Magi*. 
{Irate,  by  the  Perfon  claiming  Payment,  that 
the  Paper  fo  charged  is  the  Manufacture  of 
Great-Britain,  or  of  this  Kingdom,  or  was 
bought  from  a  Manufacturer  of  Paper  as  the 
Manufacture  of  Great-Britain^  or  Ireland^ 
excepting  the  Statues  now  printing  under  the 
Direction  of  the  Judges." 

And  the  previous  Queftion  being  put,  that 
that  Queftion  be  now  put, 

Jt  paired  in  the  Negative. 

TUES- 
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TUESDAY,  Afa>.  15,  1763. 
SEVENTEENTH      DAY. 

MAJOR  W—  B—  made  a  favourable 
Report  from  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  the  Whale  Fimery  into  Confide- 
ration,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

A  Report  was  made  from  a  Committee, 
appointed  to  confider  of  Repairs,  that  were 
wanting  to  St  Catherine's  Church,  and  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  that  this  Report  mould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Supplies.  This 
Motion  was  oppofed,  and  it  was  urged,  that 
the  Parifhoners  were  able  to  repair  their 
Church  at  their  own  Expence. 

Mr  JR-  F-< 

Mr  S  —  , 

I  have  great  Reafon  to  think,  Sir,  that  the 
Parimioners  are  riot  able  to  repair  their 
Church  at  their  own  Expence,  and,  I  think, 

that 
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that  nothing  can  be  more  worthy  the  At- 
tention of  Parliament,  than  the  keeping  the 
Places  of  Worfhip  in  the  Metropolis  in  de~ 
cent  Repair.  External  Appearances  have  3. 
great  Effect  upon  the  Mind,  which  cannot 
without  the  utmoft  Difficulty  be  abftracted 
from  fenfible  Objects,  or  confider  the  wor- 
fhip  of  God  as  wholly  diftinct  from  the  Cir^ 
cumftances  in  which  it  is  performed;  we 
fhould,  therefore,  avail  ourfelves  of  AfTociati- 
ons  of  Ideas,  which  we  cannot  break,  and 
contrive  that  the  Worfhip  of  God  mould  be 
performed  in  fuch  Circumftances  as  will  moft 
concur  to  put  the  Mind  in  a  proper  Frame 
for  it,  and,  confequently,  give  it  a  more  ef^ 
fectual  Influence.  A  ferious  Senfe  of  Reli- 
gion, and  a  confcientious  Performance  of  its 
Duties,  will  difpofe  the  common  People  to 
be  good  Neighbours,  and  good  Subjects,  and 
greatly  tend  to  quell  a  contumacious  and  tur^ 
bulent  Spirit,  which  has  of  late  fo  much  in- 
terrupted the  Public  quiet,  and,  in  fome  De- 
gree defeated  the  Purpofes  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Queftion  being  then  put,  whether  the 
Report  fhould  be  referred,  it  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative  76  againft  60, 

Thp 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  the 
Petition  of  the  Minifter  and  Church- wardens 
of  St  Andrews  reported,  that  it  was  necefTary 
to  enlarge  the  Burial  Ground  of  that  Parifli  $ 
this  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  ftrong- 
ly  oppofed  by  Dr  Z/— ,  who  demonftrated, 
that  the  Effluvia  of  corrupting  Bodies, 
thrown  together  in  great  Numbers,  but  juft 
below  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  in  populous 
Cities,  could  not  but  produce  very  pernicious 
Confequences.  He  obferved,  that  the  Prac- 
tice of  thus  burying  the  Dead  was  contrary 
to  that  of  all  Antiquity,  and  of  moft  of  the 
great  Cities  in  Europe,  to  none  of  which  it 
could  be  more  pernicious  than  to  Dublin^  as 
the  Streets  were  very  clofely  built. 

The  Refolution  was,  upon  Motion,  recom- 
mitted. 


WED- 
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WEDNESDAY,  Nov.    16,   1763. 
EIGHTEENTH    DAY. 

THIS  being  the  Day  appointed  for  con- 
fidering   the  State  of  the   Penfions, 
and  how  the  Encreafe  of  them  might  be  pre- 
vented. 

Mr  E—  S—  P—  moved,  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  proceed  upon  the  Buiinefs  of  the 
Day. 

Mr  J-  JD-. 

MrS , 

No  Man  in  this  Houfe,  Sir,  is  more  fen- 
fible  of  the  many  Difadvantages  that  arife  from 
the  Encreafe  of  Penfions,  as  they  are  now  grant- 
ed, than  myfelf ;  and  an  Enquiry  into  the  State 
of  this  Grievance,  and  the  -Means  of  redref- 
fing  it,  is  certainly  a  very  fit  Object  of  the 
Attention  of  this  Houfe  j  but  I  cannot  think, 
Sir,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  neceiTary  at  this 
Time,  becaufe  we  have  the  greateft  Reafon 

to 
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to  believe  that  all  the  Advantages  which 
could  be  expected  from  it  will  be  obtained 
without  it.  I  muft  again  mention  the  Af- 
furance  by  which  his  Majefty  has  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  anticipate  our  Wimes.  He 
has  aflured  us,  that  no  Penfion  for  Life,  or 
Years,  {hall  be  granted  for  the  future,  except 
on  extraordinary  Occafions ;  and  thefe  are 
tHe  Penfions,  Sir,  at  which  we  have  moft 
Reafori  to  be  alarmed  j  they  are  permanent ; 
they  are  transferrable ;  and  they  are  not  fub- 
jedl;  to  difqualifying  Laws  :  Gentlemen,  in- 
deed, have  faid,  that  every  Occafion,  which 
a  Minifter  mall  pretend  to  be  extraordinary, 
will  be  fufficient  to  evade  the  Promife  j  and 
that  he  will  have  nothing  more  to  do,  when 
he  is  inclined  to  grant  a  new  Penlion  for  Life, 
or  Years,  than  to  fay,  that  there  is  an  extra- 
ordinary Occafion  for  it.  But,  Minifters,  Sir, 
however  corrupt,  very  feldom  venture  upon 
a  bad  Meafure,  which  they  cannot  veil,  with 
a  Pretence  that  is  at  lead  fpecious,  and  will 
at  the  firft  Glance  give  it  the  Appearance  of 
Good  •  that  very  Attention  to  their  own  In- 
tereft,  which  frequently  leads  them  to  betray 
the  Intereft  to  the  Publick  muft  neceflarily 
feftrain  them  from  open  and  flagitious  In- 
fults  upon  the  Reafori  as  well  as  the  Rights 

of 
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of  Mankind,  and  can  any  Gentleman  prefent 
believe,  that   a  Minifter  who  has  a  defire  to 
reward  his  Pander,   or  his   Borough  Jobber, 
with  a  Penfion  for  Life,  or  Years,  will  have 
the  Effrontery,  or  the  Ramnefs,  to  pretend  that 
a  Grant  of  fuch  Penfion  is  upon  an  extraor- 
dinary  Occafion,  and,  therefore,  excepted  in 
his  Sovereign's  Promife  to  his  People  ?    Let 
us,  at  Jeaft,  Sir,  give  the  Affurance  we  have  rer 
ceived  a  temporary  Credit,   and  fufpend  our 
Proceedings    till  the  next  Seffions,  when,  if 
we   fee   fufficient  Reafon   to  diftruft  it,    we 
may  take  the  very  Meafure  that  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  with  more  Juftice,  and  a  better  Grace* 
At  prefent,    it   is   manifeftly  premature,  and 
wholly  repugnant  to  the  Confidence  that  we 
ought  to  place  in  his  Majefty's  Declaration.  I, 
therefore,  humbly  move,  that  this  Queftion 
may  be  poft-poned  till  the  firft  Day  of  next 


Mr  E-  S-  J0-^ 

MrS—  , 

y-fO 

I  remember,  Sir,  and  fo   I  am  fure  does 

every  Gentleman  prefent,  that  when  the  Mo- 

tion for  determining  the  Right  of  granting 

Penfipns  by  a  Trial  at  Law  was  rejected,  it 

Y  was 
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was  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
that  Penfions  were  fuch  a  Grievance,  as  a 
Committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into,  and  confider  how  to  redrefs  ;  and  that 
the  Houfe  did,  accordingly,  come  to  an  una- 
nimous Refolution,  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  for  that  Purpofe  on  the  next  Tuef- 
day :  But,  as  other  indifpenfible  Bufinefs 
took  up  great  Part  of  that  Day,  it  was  made 
another  unanimous  Refolution  of  the  Houfe, 
that  the  Consideration  of  the  State  of  the 
Penfions,  and  how  to  prevent  their  Encreafe, 
mould  be  undertaken  this  Day.  But,  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  that,  notwithftanding  thefe  Re- 
folutions,  I  have  but  too  much  Reafon  to 
believe  the  Sitting  of  fuch  a  Committee  was 
never  intended  ;  and  I  think  it  my  Duty  to 
communicate  fuch  Reafon  of  my  Belief  to  the 
Houfe.  As  I  was  coming  laft  Monday  from 
the  four  Courts,  in  my  Chair,  I  was  flopped 
by  a  particular  Friend,  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Worth  and  Confequence,  who  aiked  me, 
whether  I  intended  to  go  that  Day  to  the 
Houfe.  I  anfwered,  that  I  did  not,  as  I 
knew  of  nothing  that  made  my  attendance 
neceflary,  and  that,  as  I  had  been  much  fa- 
tigued by  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe,  and  of 
the  Courts,  I  intended  to  make  that  a  Day  of 

Reft: 
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Reft  :  He  replied,  "  You  may  not  only  take 
"  your  Reft  this  Day,  but  every  other  Day 
"  of  the  Seffions,  for  Things  are  now  fixed 
"  fo  as  to  admit  of  no  Alteration;  no  Enquiry 
"  will  be  made  into  the  State  of  the  Pennons, 
<e  nor  any  Thing  elfe  done  but  what  has  been 
"  agreed  upon  with  thofe  who  are  to  take 
"  the  lead."  To  this  I  anfwered,  with  great 
furprize,  that  I  could  fcarce  think  what  he 
told  me  was  poffible.  That  the  Houfe  had 
been  unanimous  for  an  Examination,  and  had 
actually  appointed  a  Committee  for  that  Pur* 
pofe,  but  a  few  Days  ago >  that  the  Public 
expected  it,  and  that  to  difappoint  them  in  an 
Expectation  fo  reafonable,  and  on  an  Occafion 
fo  important,  would  be  wholly  inconfiftent 
with  the  Dignity,  as  well  as  with  the  Duty 
of  the  Houfe,  as  the  Members  would  then 
appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  State  Pup- 
pets, with  Wires  in  their  Nofes,  by  which 
they  were  turned  firft  one  Way,  and  then  a- 
nother,  juft  as  thofe  who  had  the  Manage* 
ment  of  them  thought  fat. 

Mr  P —  was  here  interrupted,  by  Mr  P— •* 
r— ,  the  A.  G. 

Y2  Mr 
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MrT — . 

Mr  S , 

Whatever  private  Converfation,  Sir,  the 
Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  might  have  with 
his  Friend,  it  is  furely  improper  to  introduce 
it  into  this  Houfe  ;  and  it  is  ftill  more  impro- 
per that  Infinuations,  fo  injurious  to  its  Mem- 
bers, mould  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  Weight 
in  it.  I  hope  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
feels  a  proper  DifHain  at  being  reprefented  as  a 
Puppet,  moved  by  the  Dictates  of  another's 
Will,  and  fufficient  Spirit  to  mew,  by  his  Con- 
duct, that  he  acts  upon  Principles  of  Freedom, 
and  Independance,  in  confequence  of  his  own 
Principles,  and  by  the  Determination  of  his 
own  Judgment:  As  to  the  Enquiry,  in  Quef- 
tion,  I  mall,  for  my  own  Part,  oppofe  it,  from 
a  full  Conviction,  that  it  is  unneceflary  j  what 
could  we  hope  more  from  this  very  Enquiry 
than  an  Aflurance  from  his  Majefty,  that  he 
has  conlidered  the  Grievance,  and  will  redrefs 
it  ?  and  this  AfTurance  he  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  us  already.  It  is,  indeed,  true 
that  this  Aflu ranee  has  not  come  before  the 
Houfe,  with  the  Solemnity  of  a  formal  Mef- 

fage, 
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fage,  but  Gentlemen  feem  to  forget  that  his 
Majefty  could  not  communicate  it  in  that 
Manner,  confident  with  his  Cha rafter,  and 
Dignity.  The  Intimation  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant is  a  Favour,  and,  if  his  Majefty  is  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  wave  his  Prerogative  in  our 
behalf,  are  we  to  expect  that  he  mould  do 
it  in  a  Way  that  would  imply  a  Confcioufnefs 
of  his  having  abufed  it.  His  Majefty  has,  in 
this  Inftance,  treated  us  with  a  Condefcenfion 
and  Kindnefs,  of  which,  I  may  venture  to 
fay,  we  have  no  Precedent ;  and  mall  we  re- 
turn it  with  Remonftrance,.  and  Complaint  ? 
Shall  we  refufe  a  Favour  from  our  gracious 
Prince,  merely  becaufe  it  is  not  offered  in  a 
Manner  that  would  degrade  himfelf  ?  I  re- 
member, indeed,  fomeGentlemen  afked,  with 
a  contemptuous  Sneer,  what  this  Houfe  had 
to  do  with  a  private  Converfation,  at  the  Caf- 
tle  j  but,  furely,  I  may  now  recriminate,  and 
afk,  what  has  this  Houfe  to  do  with  a  private 
Converfation  in  the  Street.  I  had,  certainly,  a 
better  Right  to  relate  what  I  had  heard,  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  a  View  to  calm 
Animofities,  and  conciliate  Affedlion,  than 
the  honourable  Member,  on  the  Bench  near 
me,  had  to  retail  the  Impertinencies  of  a 
fcufy  Pratler,  who  took  upon  him  to  foretell 
Y  the 
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the  Conduct  of  this  Houfe,  and  impute  it  to 
dishonourable  Motives,  which  could  tend  only 
to  excite  Difcontent,  and  Difaffection,  at  a 
Time  when  Peace  and  Unanimity  were  effen- 
tially  necefTary,  not  only  to  our  Profperity, 
but  our  Exiflence.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir, 
J  (hall,  from  the  cleareft  Conviction,  and  with 
the  moft  public  and  difinterefted  Intention, 
give  my  Voice  for  poftponing  the  Enquiry  till 
the  firil  of  July. 

Mr  E—  6'-  P~. 

Mr  S~ — , 

1  am  forry  to  fay,  Sir,  that  the  honourable 
Gentlemen,  who  is  juft  fet  down,  would  not 
have  borne  fo  hard  upon  me,  whatever  he 
might  have  done  upon  my  Friend,  if  he  had 
not  miftaken  my  meaning ;  he  has,  in  the 
Precipitancy  of  his  Zeal,  fuppofed  that  I  re- 
prefented  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  as 
Puppets,  actuated  by  a  concealed  Power  5  but, 
Sir,  he  will  be  convinced  that  I  faid  juft  contra- 
ry :  I  faid,  I  could  not  believe  what  my  Friend 
told  me  to  be  a  Fact,  and  my  Reafon  was, 
that  if  it  had  been  a  Facl,  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  would  appear  to  be  Puppets  j  but,  as 
I  did  not  believe  the  Fadl,  neither  did  I  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  to  be  Pup- 
pets, or  to  appear  to  be  fuch  j  now,  Sir, 
whether  the  Fadt  related,  by  my  Friend,  was 
or  was  not  true,  I  mall  leave  the  honourable 
Gentleman  to  determine,  and,  if  it  was  true, 
I  (hall  alfo  leave  him  to  reconcile  it  to  the 
Wifdom,  Steadinefs,  and  Confiftency,  that 
ought  to  diftinguifh  fo  confiderable  a  Branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  he  can. 

Mr  W—  B-. 

MrS , 

Give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  that  at  prefent 
this  Houfe  is  as  free  from  any  Imputation  of 
Difhonour,  arifing  from  what  the  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  let  drop  to  his  Friend,  as  a 
new-born  Child  would  be  from  a  Declara- 
tion, that  if  he  mould  ever  invade  the  Pro- 
perty of  another,  he  would  be  a  Thief;  we 
have  as  yet  been  guilty  of  no  Inconfiftency, 
and,  like  my  honourable  Friend,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve, that  we  fhall :  But,  in  what  light 
(hall  we  ftand,  if  the  following  Fa&s  mould 
be  alledgcd  againft  us. 

<e  On  Wednefday,  the  Ninth  of  November, 

We  agreed  that  the  Penfions,  charged  on  the 

Y  4  Civil 
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Civil  Eftablimment,  were  an  intolerable  Grie- 
vance. On  the  fame  Day,  we  paffed  an  unr 
animous  Refolution,  That  on  the  tfrnefday  foW 
lowing,  we  fhould  take  that  Grievance  into 
Confideration.  On  that  Tuefday,  we  paffed 
another  unanimous  Refolution,  that  we  would 
confider  the  Grievance  on  the  next  Day,  and 
on  that  very  next  Day  refolved,  that  we 
{hould  not  consider  the  Grievance  at  all  !" 


j  Sir,  if  this  flioiild  be  the  Cafe,  how 
Can  fuch  Fluctuation  be  accounted  for  ?  by 
what  ftrange,  by  what  miraculous  Illumina- 
tion can  we  fuppofe  Gentlemen  to  difcover 
inftantaneoufly,  on  Wednefday,  that  an  Opi- 
nion, which  they  had  formed  on  T?uejdayt 
after  long  Confideration  and  Debate,  was  er- 
roneous ?  How  fhall  we  account  for  RefoT 
lutions  diametrically  oppofite,  paffed  in  the 
fame  Houfe,  and,  by  the  fame  Members,  with- 
in four  and  twenty  Hours  of  each  other  ? 
Will  there  not  be  then  fufficient  Reafon  to 
fufpect  the  Influence,  the  mere  mention  of 
which  has  given  fuch  Offence  ?  Will  not 
our  Proceedings  be  confidered  as  a  folemn 
Mummery,  and  ourfelves  as  mere  Shadows, 
changing  Place  with  the  Light  behind  us, 
and  depending,  for  our  very  Exigence,  upon 

it? 
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it?  But  this,  Sir,  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  the 
worft  j  the  Caufe  of  this  Inconfiftency  is  flill 
more  alarming  than  the  Inconfiftency  itfelf ; 
whatever  may  be  our  Dependance,  it  is  for 
the  Intereft  of  all  Parties  that  we  fhould,  at 
leaft,  appear  to  be  free  j  and,  there  is  the 
greateft  Reafon  to  fear  that  an  Enquiry,  which 
fuch  extraordinary  Methods  are  taken  to  pre- 
vent, would  difclofe  Abufes,  and  Enormities, 
which  it  is  of  the  laft  Importance  on  one 
Side  to  conceal,  and,  consequently,  on  the 
other  to  difcover.  If  the  Penfions  are  not  a 
Grievance,  why  mould  an  Enquiry  be  pre- 
vented, that  will  mew  us  our  miftake  ?  If 
they  are  a  Grievance,  why  mould  an  Enquiry 
be  prevented  that  will  lead  toRedrefs  ?  We  are 
told,  indeed,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  preclud- 
ed, by  an  Aflurance  that  his  Majefty  will 
grant  no  more  Penfions  for  Lives,  or  Years, 
.except  upon  extraordinary  Occalion ;  but,  if 
we  acquiefce  in  this  AfTurance,  and  if  the 
Promife  mould  be  fulfilled,  we  mall  tacitly 
acknowledge  a  Power,  to  the  mere  forbear- 
ance of  which  we  owe  our  Exemption  from 
Ruin,  and,  under  which,  we  muft  acquiefce 
with  filent  fufferance,  whenever  it  mall  be 
exerted  over  us.  Though  we  may  depend 
Jipon  the  exemplary  Virtues  of  that  moft 

amiable 
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amiable  Sovereign,  whom  Providence  has,  at 
prefent,  fet  over  us,  it  would  be  romantic  to 
hope  that  they  will  be  tranfmitted  to  all  who 
mall  fucceed  him.  It  behoves  us  to  do  for 
our  Pofterity,  what  our  Anceftors  did  for  us ; 
and,  if  it  is  poffible,  fecure,  as  a  Right,  what 
as  a  Favour  muft  be  precarious ;  and  proceed 
to  an  Enquiry,  which  we  cannot  now  relin- 
quifh,  without  the  Prostitution  both  of  our 
Intereft  and  our  Honour  $  an  Enquiry  which 
cannot  but  gratify  a  Prince,  whofe  Happinefs 
is  our  Profperity,  and  which  may  reftrain  any, 
who  may  hereafter  delight  only  in  the  Dif- 
play  of  their  own  Power,  and  fondly  endea- 
vour to  derive  Glory  from  Oppreffion. 


Mr  M-  P-*. 


Mr 


I  am  extreamly  furprized,  Sir,  to  hear  Gen- 
tlemen indulge  themfelves  in  Declamations, 
only  to  repeat  what  has  been  faid  already,  and 
advance  Principles  that  have  been  fhewn  to 
be  erroneous  :  It  is,  furely,  taking  up  Time 
to  very  little  Purpofe,  that  might  be  improv- 
ed to  the  Advantage  of  ourfelves,  and  the 
Public :  It  is  making  a  Debate,  once  corn- 
men- 


DAY  XVIIL]     Affairs  of  IRELAND.     333 

rnenced,  endlefs ;  and  puts  the  beft  Reafoner, 
in  the  Condition  of  Hercules,  ftriving  with 
Antem^  who,  the  Moment  he  was  thrown  to 
the  Ground,  ftarted  up  again  with  new  Vigour, 
and  gave  his  Antagonift  the  Labotfr  of  perpe- 
tual Conqueft,  without  gaining  the  leaft  Advan- 
tage from  his  Superiority.  It  v/as  irrefragably 
proved,  in  this  Houfe,  but  a  few  Days  ago, 
that  the  Crown  had  a  Power  of  granting  Pen- 
iions,  without  the  Violation  of  any  Law  ;  that 
this  Power  was,  therefore,  conftitutional  -,  and 
fo  united  with  other  Parts  of  the  Conftituti- 
on,  that,  to  fubvert  it,  would  endanger  the 
whole  Chain,  of  which  it  was  a  Link.  It 
was  proved,  from  our  Statutes,  from  Hiftory, 
from  immemorial  Cuftom,  from  the  Journals 
of  this  Houfe,  not  only  that  the  granting  of 
Penfions  was  legal,  but  that  the  Legality  of  it 
had  never  been  called  in  Queftion  ;  and  yet 
Gentlemen  flill  talk  of  exempting  the  Reve- 
nue from  fuch  Grants,  as  a  Matter  of  Right, 
and  affecl:  to  talk  as  if  nothing  more  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  redrefs  a  Grievance,  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  thefe  Grants,  than  to  enforce  Laws 
that  have  been  broken,  and  affert  Powers  that 
have  lain  dormant.  We  have  no  Way,  Sir, 
of  preventing  more  Penfions  from  being 
granted,  but  that  of  prevailing  upon  his  Ma- 

jefty 
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jefty  not  to  do,  what  might  be  legally  done ; 
in  other  Words,  by  foliciting  as  a  Favour, 
what  we  cannot  claim  as  a  Right :  This  Fa- 
vour, Sir,  without  Solicitation,  is  already  of- 
fered us,  and,  it  may  reafonably  be  expected, 
that  thole  Gentlemen  who  are  inclined  not  to 
accept  it,  mould  juftify  their  Principles,  fo 
extraordinary  and  fo  new,  by  fome  Argu- 
ments equally  new  and  extraordinary  j  that 
they  would,  at  leaft,  get  forward  in  the  Dif- 
pute,  and  not,  like  a  Horfe  in  a  Mill,  exhauft 
their  Strength,  by  trotting  in  a  Circle  -3  a 
Drudgery  which  the  poor  Beaft  is  always 
hood-winked  to  perform,  and,  in  which,  it  is 
impoffible  for  us  to  imitate  him,  without 
iliutting  our  Eyes.  Give  me  now  leave,  Sir, 
to  obferve,  that  feveral  Things  have,  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Debate,  been  taken  for  grant- 
ed, which  ftill  remain  to  be  proved.  We 
have  been  told  that  Penfions  are  greatly  en- 
creafed,  which  is  a  Fact  not  to  be  denied ; 
but  it  has  been  taken  for  granted,  that  PenfL 
ons  are  a  Grievance,  in  Proportion  to  this  En- 
creafe,  which  is  a  Fallacy :  Under  the  Pro- 
tection of  thofe  very  Sovereigns  who  have  en- 
creafed  our  Penfions,  our  Wealth  is  increafed 
in  at  leaft  an  equal  Degree.  If,  in  the  Year 
1703,  our  Penfions  amounted  to  42,0007, 

and 
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and  if,  at  prefent,  they  amount  to  70,0007.  it 
does  not  follow,  that  we  are  now  in  a  worfe 
Condition  than  we  were  then,  in  the  Proportion 
of  42  to  70 :  Has  not  every  Revenue,  both 
public  and  private,  encreafed  in  the  fame  Pro- 
portion ?  Nay,  have  not  the  Fortunes  of  pri- 
vate Gentlemen  been  doubled  ?  Befides,  Sir, 
Money  has,  fince  that  Time,  leflened  near 
one  Half  in  its  Value  ;  fo  that,  although  the 
Sum  granted  in  Penfions  is  larger,  the  Grati- 
fication is  not  equal  j  and,  what  the  King  now 
gives  is  lefs  in  Value  than  it  was  when  we 
fuppofe  that  Grievance  to  have  been  tolerable, 
which  we  now  alledge  to  be  ruinous.  There 
can  be  no  Time  more  proper  for  the  Difplay  of 
Royal  Munificence  than  the  prefent  j  great 
Opportunities  for  Diftinclion  have  offered  du- 
ring a  War  now  at  an  End  ;  and  great  Merit 
has  been  difplayed  ;  befides,  Sir,  our  King  is 
young ;  he  is  juft  afcended  the  Throne  j  his 
Heart  overflows  with  Benevolence  and  libe- 
rality ;  and  what  Wonder  is  it,  that,  with  fuch 
Claims  upon  his  Bounty,  and  fuch  a  Difpofi- 
tion  to  beftow,  he  mould  have  made  fome 
Additions  to  the  Penfions,  which,  yet,  as  t 
have  obferved,  do  not  exceed  in  Reality, 
whatever  they  may  do  in  Appearance,  the 
Gratuities  beftowed  by  his  Royal  Predeceflbrs, 

in 
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in  Circumftances  which  lefs  required  them : 
Yet,  even  at  this  Time,  and  in  thefe  Circum- 
ftances,  his  Majefty  is  inclined  to  reftrain  his 
own  Difpofition,  that  he  may  gratify  ours  ; 
and  what  farther  can  be  propofed  by  the  En- 
quiry, it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  imagine.^ 

Mr  R —  F —  faid,  in  reply,  that  he  was 
forry  to  hear  the  Name  of  his  Majefty  fo  fre- 
quently made  Ufe  of  in  the  Houfe  ;  that  it 
could  not  fail  having  an  Influence,  from  which 
the  Houfe,  as  a  third  Part  of  the  Legiflature, 
independant  on  the  other  two,  ought  al- 
ways to  be  free  :  That  it  was  the  more  dan- 
gerous, in  Proportion  as  his  Majefly  was  the 
more  amiable,  and  would  more  effectually 
fcreen  a  Minifter  who  had  -oppofite  Qualities. 
He  faid,  alfo,  that  the  mention  of  a  Letter 
faid  to  be  written  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Viceroy,  was  irregular,  and  of  pernicious 
Tendency  ;  and  that,  if  it  had  come  properly 
before  them,  it  could  be  conHdered  only  as 
the  Letter  of  a  Secretary,  written  to  excufe  or 
palliate  the  Advice  of  an  unpopular  and  de- 
ftructive  Meafure,  and  to  prevent  a  con- 
ftitutional  Enquiry  into  a  Grievance,  of  which 
he  had  been  the  Caufe  j  it  was  known,  he 
faid,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  was  about  to  be  fet 

on 
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on  Foot,  fo  early  as  the  fecond  Day  of  the 
Seffions,  and  that  the  Letter  was  written  in 
Confequence  of  that  Knowledge,  and  with  a 
View  to  effect  what  was  now  doing,  the 
poftponing  the  dreaded  Enquiry  to  a  long 
Day. 

The  R-t  H— ble  Mr  P-  T— ,  the  A.  G. 
in  anfwer  to   this,   faid,    that  the  Affair  of 
the  Letter  was  intirely  mif-reprefented  ;  that 
it  was  not  written,   in  confequence  of  Intel- 
ligence received  that  an   Enquiry  into  Pen- 
fions  would  be   fet   on   foot :    But   that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  upon   his   firft  coming  into 
the  Adminiftration,  had  applied  to  the  King 
upon  that  Subject,  with  a  View  of  doing  an 
acceptable  Service  to  this  Country,    and  had 
obtained  a  Promife  from  his  Majefly,  that  no 
more  Penlions  fhould   be  granted  for  Lives, 
or  Years,  except  on  extraordinary  Occafions  5 
that  he  communicated   this  Promife  to  the 
Gentlemen  here,  immediately  upon  his  com- 
ing into  this  Kingdom,  and  that  to  confirm 
the  Promife,   and  give  Weight  to  his  Excel- 
lency's Report,  his  Majefly  had  been  graciouf- 
ly  pleafed  to  repeat  it  in  a  Letter,  which  he 
ordered  his  Secretary  to  write  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

The 
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The  Order  for  the  Day  being  read,  upofi 
the  Motion  of  Sir  R —  C — ,  he  fpoke  to  the 
following  Effect : 

Sir  R^.  C_. 

MrS , 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
•what  I  may  offer  upon  this  Occafion,  proceeds 
from  any  partiality,  either  on  one  fide  or  the 
other  :  I  am  not  inclined  to  fay  any  Thing 
againft  Penfioners,  becaufe  I  was  formerly 
upon  that  Lift  myfelf ;  nor  am  I  inclined  to 
fay  any  Thing  for  them,  becaufe  I  confider 
my  Efcape  from  among  them  as  one  of  the 
moft  fortunate  Circumftances  of  my  Life.  I 
muft  confefs,  Sir,  that  every  Thing  that  has 
been  faid  to  Day,  upon  the  Queftion  now  in 
Difpute,  appeaj-s  to  me  to  be  foreign  to  the 
Ptirpbfe.  The  firft  Thing  propofed,  by  the 
Appointment  of  a  Committee,  is,  an  Enquiry 
into  the  State  of  Penfions ;  but,  I  think,  the 
State  of  Penfions  is  perfectly  known  already : 
What  have  we  been  doing,  Sir,  in  our  former 
Debates  on  this  Subject,  but  making  an  En- 
quiry that  is  now  propofed  to  be  made  again  > 
and,  what  is  there  U>  be  difcovered,  that  is 

not 
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not  difcovered    already  ?      The   next  thing 
propofed,  is,  to  feek  Remedy  for  the  Griev- 
ance  which   Penflons    are  fuppofed  to  pro- 
duce ;  but,    furely,    this    is  no  more  than  a 
Search  for  what  is  already  found.     The  Re- 
medy is  an  Act  of  Refumption,    a   Remedy 
that  has  been  applied    before,   particularly  in 
the  Reign  of  King  William^  and  this  may  be 
properly  done  in  the  Committee  of  Supplies, 
if  we  find   that  the  public  Money  has  been 
mif-applied,    and   that   Penfions   have    been 
granted  to  unworthy  Objects,   which  will  be 
the  proper  Subject  of  Enquiry  there,     If  we 
find  that  75,000  /.  is  granted  in  Penfions,  and 
that  this  is  a  Load  which  we  cannot  bear,  let 
the  Supplies  be  75,000  /.  lefs.     I  am,  how- 
ever, an  Enemy  to  Heat  and  Animofity,  and 
to  the  Relation  of  any  Converfations  that  tend 
to  produce  either,  and  to  the  Reports  of  po- 
pular Clamour,  by  which  the  Deliberations 
of  this  Houfe  mould  never  be  influenced  j  let 
us  act,  not  under  the  Direction  of  Paflion,  but 
Reafon  j  not  under  the  Influence  of  Power, 
but  of  Judgment ;  let  us  confider  Grievances, 
and  redrefs  them  the  fhorteft  Way,  and,  that 
we  may  do  fo,  let  us  adjourn  unnecefTary  En- 
quiries to  a  long  Day. 

Z  M 
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Mr  A—  M, 

MrS , 

I  think,  Sir,  with  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft,  that  our  Grievances 
fhould  be  redreffed  the  fhorteft  Way  -,  but 
the  fhorteft  Way  to  redrefs  Grievances  will 
not  be  to  embarrafs  and  diftrefs  the  Govern- 
ment, under  the  Protection  of  which  we  can 
alone  enjoy  any  national  Advantages :  To  cut 
off  75,000  /.  of  our  Supplies,  becaufe  we 
think  75,000  /.  too  much  to  grant  in  Penfi- 
ons,  feems  to  me  to  be  a  defperate  and  violent 
Remedy,  much  worfe  than  the  Difeafe  :  It 
feems  to  me  to  be  as  rafh,  inconfiderate,  and  in- 
judicious, as  it  would  be  for  a  Man  to  burn  his 
Houfe  that  he  might  deftroy  the  Fleas ;  but  I 
am  of  Opinion,  that  we  may  {till  do  fomething 
that  we  have  not  done,  and  fomething  which 
the  Letter  that  has  been  fo  often  mentioned 
has  not  precluded.  We  do  not  only  want 
the  Encreafe  of  Penfions  to  be  flopped,  but 
we  want  fome  already  granted  to  be  refum- 
ed  ;  and,  before  we  can  fpecify  fuch  as  we 
think  improperly  beftowed,  we  muft  enquire 
into  the  Merits  and  Characters  of  thofe  that 

re- 
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receive  them,  and  feleft  the  worthy  from  the 
unworthy,  and  reprefent  the  whole  in  a  pro- 
per Manner  to  his  Majefty.  A  Remedy  we 
know  we  have;  but  it  is  proper  to  enquire,  in 
the  Committee  propofed,  what  is  the  mod 
eligible  Remedy,  and  to  report  it,  in  a  parlia- 
mentary Manner,  to  the  Houfe  :  And  what- 
ever the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  fpoke 
laft,  may  fay,  he  muft  be  confcious,  that,  if 
this  is  not  done,  nothing  will  be  done.  Some 
Gentlemen  have  told  us,  that  the  Encreafe  of 
Penlions  is  not  a  proportional  Encreafe  of  our 
Burthen  j  or,  at  leaft,  that  our  Strength  is  pro- 
portionably  increafed  with  it ;  but  they  feem 
to  forget,  what  may  be  feen  with  half  an  Eye, 
that  our  Strength  is  exhaufted  by  other  La- 
bour, and  that  we  have  other  Burthens,  (till 
encreafing,  to  fuftain.  The  military  and  ci- 
vil Lifts  were  never  fo  high  as  they  are  at 
prefent.  We  have  contracted  a  Debt,  from 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  free  •,  our  Taxes 
are  more  numerous  and  more  heavy,  and 
our  Abfentees  are  multiplied.  Let  me  only 
add,  that  we  are  now  at  Peace,  and,  that  if 
we  are  now  taxed  at  our  utmoft  Ability,  we 
mall  be  able  to  afford  no  auxilliary  Afliftance 
to  our  Sifter  Country,  in  a  Time  of  War,  nor 
even  fo  much  as  to  defend  ourfelves. 

Z  2  Col 
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Colonel  y—  G— . 

Mr  S , 

It  has  been  juftly  obferved,  by  the  honou- 
rable Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  the 
Meafure  propofed  has  two  Objects ;  the  pre- 
venting the  Encreafe  of  Penfions,  and  the 
Reduction  of  thofe  already  granted  :  We 
have  the  Royal  Promife,  that  they  fhall  not 
be  encreafed,  and  Time  will,  without  any 
Trouble  of  ours,  decreafe  them  every  Day. 
It  is  this  Gentleman's  Opinion,  that  the  pro- 
per Object  of  the  Committee's  Enquiry  will 
be,  which  of  the  Perfons,  who  now  receive 
his  Majefty's  Bounty,  as  Pensioners,  are  wor- 
thy, and  which  are  otherwife  ;  but  a  Mo- 
ment's Reflection  will,  I  dare  fay,  convince 
him,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  will  be  attended 
with  infuperable  Difficulties.  It  is  very  pof- 
fible,  nay  certain,  that  his  Majefly  might  have 
very  juft  Motives  for  granting  Penfions  to 
many  Perfons,  who,  with  Reipect  to  all  that 
we  can  know  about  them,  will  appear  to  be 
unworthy  of  the  Favour.  The  fecret  Springs 
of  Government  cannot  be  laid  open,  and  it  is 
effentully  neceflary  to  truft  a  difcretionary 
Power  fome where.  According  to  our  Con- 

ftitu- 
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ftitution  it  in   his  Majefty,   with  Refpect  to 
this  Method  of  rewarding  Services,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  which  he  only  can,  and 
he  only  ought  to  know  :•  It  does  not  follow, 
that,  becaufe  a  certain  Perfon  receives  a  Pen- 
lion,  that  Perfon  does,  or  was  even  thought  to 
deferve  it  by  perfonal  Merit,  or  perfonal  Ser- 
vices ;   but  it  might  be  very  fit  to  reward  the 
perfonal   Merit,  or  perfonal  Services  of  one 
Man,  by  granting  a  Penlion,  at  his  Requeft, 
to  another.     His   Majefty,    who  does  know, 
and  who  only  can  know,  what  we  mould  feek 
to  difcover  in  vain,  has  taken  our  Circumftan- 
ftances  into  Confideration,  which  none  of  his 
Predeceflbrs  have  ever  done  j  and  the  wifeft 
Thing  we  can  do,  is,  certainly,  to  avail  our- 
felves  of  his  gracious  Difpofition,  and  rely  upon 
the  AiTurance  which  he  has,  unfollicited,  been 
pleafed  to  make  us.     Let  us,  at  leaft,  ftay  till 
this  AiTurance  mall  be  violated,  before  we  take 
a  Meafure  which  cannot  fail  to  grieve  and  to 
provoke  him ;  which  will  betray  our  Want  of 
Confidence  in  him,  and  Attachment  to  him, 
and  cannot  fail  of  rendering  him  lefs  inclined 
to  concur  with   our  Defires,  and  leflen  his 
Complacency  in   our  Profperity.     Upon  the 
whole,  I  think  we  can  gain  nothing  by  the 
Enquiry    propofed,   and   that   we    may  lofe 
Z  3  much  j 
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much  ;   I  (hall,  therefore,  give  my  Voice  for 
putting  it  off  to  a  long  Day. 

Mr  T —  Le  H — 'made  ufe  of  many  Argu- 
ments, to  mew  the  Impropriety  of  making 
Ufe  of  his  Majefty's  Name  in  the  Debates  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  faid,  he  mould  be  very 
much  mocked  and  furprized,  if,  after  an  una- 
nimous Refolution  of  the  Houfe,  for  an  En- 
quiry into  fo  alarming  a  Grievance,  a  contra- 
ry Refolution  mould  take  Place,  and  no  En- 
quiry mould  be  made.  He  faid,  fuch  a 
Change  of  Conduct  could  not  poffibly  be  im- 
puted to  a  Change  of  Opinion,  and  muft, 
therefore,  give  Occafion  to  Surmifes  highly 
detrimental  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the 
Houfe,  wholly  incompatible  with  the  Inde- 
pendance  of  its  Members,  and  the  true  Inte- 
reft  of  the  Country  they  had  been  chofen  to 
reprefent. 

The  Queftion  being  then  put,  whether  the 
Enquiry  mould,  or  mould  not,  be  put  off  for 
a  long  Day,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative, 
1 26  to  78. 

THURS- 
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THURSDAY,  November  17,   1763. 

NINETEENTH      DAY. 

MR  E—  S—  P—  faid,  that  he  would 
beg  leave  to  poftpone  the  Motion  he 
intended  to  make,  with  Refpedl  to  addrefling 
his  Majefty  on  the  Penfions,  and  the  Difcove- 
ry  which  he  propofed  to  make  concerning 
them,  till  after  the  Supplies  were  granted,  as 
he  would,  by  no  Means,  delay  that  Bufinefs, 

Mr  #—  F— . 

Mr  S , 

I  have  the  Pleafure  to  acquaint  the  Houfe, 
that  a  Work  of  great  Importance,  at  which 
we  have  been  labouring  fix  and  thirty  Years, 
is,  at  laft,  nearly  compleated.  The  Key  and 
Harbour  of  Bally  Caftle  are  now  put  into  fuch 
a  State,  that  more  than  fourteen  thoufand 
Ton  of  Coals  have  been  (hipped  within  the 
laft  twelve  Months,  from  thence  to  Dublin^ 
and  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  which  will 
now  be  provided  with  a  Neceffary  of  Life  of 
Z  4  univerfal 
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univerfal  Confumption,  and  the  greateft  Uti- 
lity upon  reafonable  Terms.  This  Work 
was  undertaken  by  Mr  Boyd,  who  agreed  to 
advance  the  Money  necefTary  for  the  Pur- 
pofe,  out  of  his  private  Fortune  j  and  the 
Committee  that  was  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Harbour,  and  Colleries 
pf  Rally  Caftley  have  come  to  the  following 
Refolutions : 

1.  That   Hugh  Boyd,    E%    hath  built  a 
compleat  and  lading  Harbour  at  Bally  Cajlle, 
of  hewn  Stone. 

2.  That   it  has  not  been  in  the  leaft  De- 
gree difturbed  by  any  Storms. 

3.  That  feveral  Ships  have  been  faved  by 
the   Harbour,   that   would   otherwife    have 
been  loft, 

4.  That  large  Quantities   of  Coals  have 
been  exported   from  Bally  Caftle   Colleries, 
fince  the  Harbour  has  been  built. 

5.  That  the  Harbour  is  a  great  National 
Benefit. 

6,  That 
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6.  That  77627.  6s.  ^d.   has  been  expend- 
ed by  Mr  Boyd  in  the  Work. 

7.  That  this  Sum  fhould  be  paid  to  Mr 
,  to  re-imburfe  him  his  Expences. 


8.  That  1779  /.  5^.9^.  being  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Sum  of  9541  /.  125.  at  which 
the  Repair  of  the  faid  Harbour  was  eftimat- 
ed,  mould  be  paid  to  Mr  Boyd  to  enable  him 
to  compleat  his  Work, 

The  Houfe  agreed  to  the  firft  fix  of  thefe 
Refolutions,  but,  when  the  feventh  was  about 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time,  Mr  J  —  F—  G-~, 
got  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  Effect  : 


Mr      -  -F—  G-. 


MrS 


I  perfectly  concur  with  the  Houfe,  in  a- 
greeing  to  the  firft  fix  Refolutions  of  the 
Committee,  but,  I  think,  it  would  be  unpar- 
liamentary, to  agree  to  the  feventh  and  eighth, 
for  the  Re-imburfement  of  Mr  Boyd  ought,  by 
jhe  conftant  Cuftom  of  the  Houfe,  to  be  re- 

ferred 
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ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies.  I  am 
alfo  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  the  Houfe  mould 
be  very  cautious  in  granting  away  the  pub- 
lic Money  ;  for  it  will  naturally  be  inferred 
from  profufe  Grants,  that  we  have  Money  to 
fpare;  and  that  our  Complaints  of  the  Pen- 
fions,  and  a  heavy  Civil  and  Military  Efta- 
blimment,  as  a  Burthen  we  cannot  fuftain, 
are  ill  founded.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  I 
have  been  Witnefs  to  many  pecuniary  De- 
mands upon  this  Houfe,  which,  I  think, 
ought  to  be  anfwered  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  feveral  Diftri&s  that  were  immediately 
benefited  by  the  Works,  on  which  the  Mo- 
ney was  expended,  particularly  Bridges,  and 
Churches ;  and,  I  think,  that  as  well  on  Ac- 
count of  the  real  State  of  the  Nation,  as  to 
fave  Appearances,  the  ftricteft  Oeconomy 
mould  be  obferved. 


Mr  R-  F-. 


MrS- 


I  am  forry,  Sir,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Demand  now  made,  with 
which  the  Houfe  has,  upon  the  Refolution 
of  a  Committee,  been  moved  to  comply,  is 

very 
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very  different  from  the  Prayer  of  a  Petition, 
It  is  the  Demand  of  a  Debt,  Sir,  which  this 
Houfe  has  engaged  to  pay,  upon  Conditions 
which  the  Committee  has  reported  to  be 
fulfilled,  and,  which  we  have  j  aft  allowed  to 
be  fulfilled,  by  confenting  to  that  Part  of  the 
Report.  In  a  former  Seffions,Sir,  Mr Boy *d  un- 
dertook to  compleat  a  Work,  at  his  own  Ex- 
pence,  upon  Condition,  that,  when  it  mould 
be  compleated,  he  mould  be  reimburfed  by 
this  Houfe  j  this  Houfe  engaged  to  reim- 
burfe  him  upon  that  Condition  j  we  have 
juft  agreed  that  the  Condition  is  fulfilled,  and 
the  honourable  Gentleman,  now  infinuates, 
that  he  mould  not  be  repaid  his  Expences,  for 
fear  the  Government  mould  think  we  had 
Money  to  fpare !  He  has,  indeed,  recom- 
mended Oeconomy,  and  againft  Oeconomy 
I  have  no  Objection  ;  yet,  befides,  that  it  is 
bad  Oeconomy  not  to  pay  our  Debts,  I  mutt 
qbferve,  that  there  is  no  worfe  Oeconomy 
than  an  ill-judged  Parfimony.  By  with  hold- 
ing the  Sums  necefTary  to  improve  our  Ma- 
nufactures and  Trade,  to  facilitate  the  Com- 
munication of  Place  with  Place,  to  fupply 
all  Ranks  with  the  Necelfaries  of  Life,  and 
promote  fuch  Principles  as  produce  good 
Conduct,  would  as  effectually  be  our  Ruin  as 

the 
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the  moft  thoughtlefs  Profufion.  It  is  good 
Oeconomy  to  lay  out  Money  with  Advantage ; 
and  Money  laid  out  in  repairing  Harbours, 
perfecting  Manufactures,  facilitating  Commu- 
nication by  Bridges,  and  promoting  good 
Principles,  by  building  Churches,  will  be  re- 
turned in  public  Benefits,  with  an  Increafe 
of  an  hundred-fold. 

The  R-t  H— ble  Mr  A—  M~f 

MrS , 

I  perfectly  agree,  Sir,  with  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  that  no  Confi- 
derations  of  Oeconomy  mould  prevent  us 
either  from  paying  our  Debts,  or  procuring 
public  Ad  vantages  j  yet,  I  think,  no  Refolu- 
tion  of  this  Houfe  mould  be  made  to  bind 
the  Committee  of  Supplies  to  grant  a  certain 
Sum  for  a  certain  Purpofe.  I  am  alfo  of 
Opinion,  Sir,  that  fome  farther  Examination 
fhould  be  made,  whether  the  Condition,  on 
which  we  have  agreed  to  pay  this  Sum, 
which  is  upwards  of  feven  thoufand  Pounds, 
has  been  fulfilled,  I  would  not  be  thought 
to  bring  the  Report  of  a  Committee  caufe- 
lefsly  into  Queftion,  but  if  my  Memory  does 

not 
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not  very  much  deceive  me,  no  lefs  than  ten 
thoufand  Pounds  was  granted,  many  Years 
ago,  for  the  very  Purpofe  now  faid  to  be  ac- 
complimed;  and,  in  a  fublequent  Seffions, 
ten  thoufand  Pounds  more,  and  the  Work 
was  then  reported  to  be  compleated  as  it  is 
now,  .yet,  for  want  of  fufficient  Skill,  in 
conducting  fo  unufual  an  undertaking,  and 
of  fufficient  Knowledge  in  chufing  the  Ma- 
terials, it  came  to  nothing  ;  the  wooden  Part 
was  in  a  fhort  Time  deftroyed  by  Worms, 
and  the  Waves  foon  afterwards  beat  down  the 
reft.  The  Work  being  then  to  do  over  again, 
another  Application  was  made,  and  more 
Money  was  granted,  which  was  loft  like  the 
former,  though  reported  to  have  been  laid 
out  to  better  Purpofe.  I  am,  therefore,  of 
Opinion,  that  though  Mr  Boyd  undertook  to 
compleat  the  Work  at  his  own  Expence, 
according  to  an  Eftimate,  upon  Condition, 
that  he  mould  be  reimburfed  when  it  was 
compleated  in  an  effectual  Manner ;  and, 
though  a  Committee  has  reported  it  to  be 
effectually  compleated,  or  nearly  fo  ;  yet  that 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  grant  the  Money, 
except  Mr  Boyd  will  enter  into  fuch  Securi- 
ty as  mail  be  approved,  that  it  mail  ftand 

for 
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for  a  certain  Number  of  Years,  which  it  muft 
do,  if  the  Committee  is  not  miftaken  in  their 
Report.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  Report 
with  Refpect  to  the  7th  and  8th  Refolutions 
mould  be  recommitted,  that  the  Report  of 
the  private  Committee  may  come  again  in 
the  ufual  Way,  before  the  Houfe,  and  that 
it  may  then,  according  to  the  conftant  Ufage 
of  the  Houfe,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supplies. 

Mr  R—  F —  faid,  in  reply,  that  there  was 
the  greateft  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
Work  at  Bally  Caftle  would  ftand,  that  molt 
Part  of  it  had  already  flood  four  Years,  and 
the  reft  two,  and  that  Stone  Work,  when  it 
gave  way  at  all,  generally  gave  way  before 
the  Cement  was  hardened  j  and,  he  obferved, 
that  as  thefe  Confederations  were  Inducements 
to  pay  the  Money  without  Security,  fo  they 
would,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  incline  Mr  Boyd 
to  give  Security,  if  it  mould  be  required, 
which  he  made  no  doubt  of  his  being  ready 
and  willing  to  do. 

Upon  this  the  yth  and  8th  Refolutions, 
were  recommitted,  the  Houfe  not  being  wil- 
ling to  bindx  or  to  influence  the  Committee 

of 
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of  Supplies,  in  the  Grant  of  the  Money, 
claimed  by  Mr  Boyd. 


FRIDAY,     Nov.    18,  1763. 
TWENTIETH  DAY. 

MR  R —  F —  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee,  to  whom  the  7th  and  8th 
Refolution  mentioned  above  were  recommit- 
ted the  following  Refolution  : 

"  That  Hugh  Boyd,  Efq;  deferves  the  Aid 
of  Parliament,  upon  his  giving  Security,  by 
Recognizance  before  the  Chief  Baron,  or  fome 
other  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  to  fupport  and 
keep  in  repair,  at  his  own  Expence,  the 
Works  by  him  erected  at  Bally  Caftle,  for 
one  and  twenty  Years." 

Dr   L . 

Mr  S , 

This  Work  at  Batty  Caftle,  Sir,  has  been 
made  a  Pretence  for  getting  Money  from  the 
Public,  ever  fince  the  Year  1721  j  and,  Mr 

Boyd, 
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Boyd,  upon  the  Payment  of  the  laft  10,000  /. 
gave  the  fame  Security  that  he  offers  now  for1 
keeping  it  up  ;  yet  the  whole  Work  went  to 
rack,  and  we.  engaged  to  advance  him  more 
Money.  I  am  told,  Sir,  that  there  was  a 
Sand-bank  on  the  Outfide  of  that  Harbour, 
which  by  the  Surge  is  now  carried  into  it, 
and  renders  the  Ground  there  almoft  level 
with  the  reft  of  the  Strand,  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  there  is  no  River  or  other  Way  by 
which  the  Sand  can  be  carried  out  of  the 
Harbour  ;  it  is  certain  that  the  Public  has  not 
profited  in  any  Degree,  by  the  vaft  Sums 
that  have  been  laid  out  upon  the  Work,  and, 
therefore,  I  mall  not  give  my  Vote  to  re- 
ward Mr  Boydt  for  having  profited  himfelf. 

MrP—  ?— ,  theS.  G. 

MrS — •, 

As  I  happen  to  be  perfectly  and  particu- 
krly  acquainted  with  the  whole  Tranfaction 
concerning  the  Coal-Mine,  and  Harbour  of 
Bally  Cajlle,  I  beg  the  Patience  of  the  Houfe 
to  lay  it  properly  before  them.  A  Colliery 
was  firft  difcovered  at  Bally  Cajl/e,  in  the  Year 
1721,  and  Mr  Steward,  the  Gentleman  in 
whofe  Eftate  it  lay,  obtained  a  Grant  from 

Par- 
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Parliament  of  2000  /.   to  aflift  him  in  work- 
ing it ;  he  obtained  2000  /.  more  in  the  next 
Seffions,    and  another  2Ooo/.  in  the  Seflions 
following.     All   this  Money   was  expended 
in  linking  Shafts,  and  in  other  Works  necef- 
fary  to   open  and  work  the  Colliery,  which 
was  of  very  great  Advantage  to  Mr  $tev?qrdi 
and  to  the  Neighbourhood,  but  no  Advan- 
tage could  ,  accrue  from  it  to  the  Public,  ex- 
cept a    proper   Harbour    could  be  made  at 
Bally  Caftley  for  exporting  the   Coals  to  diffe-» 
rent  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  j    this  being  re- 
prefented  to  Parliament,  5000  /.  was  granted 
in  one  Seffions,  and  5000  /.  more  in  another, 
to  make  fuch  an   Harbour  j     but  thefe  Sums 
being  found  infufficient,  10,000  /.   was  grant- 
ed afterwards,  at  which  Time   Mr   Boyd,  to 
whom  the    Property  of  the  Coal  Mine  had 
defcended,   entered  into  Security  to  compleat 
the  Work  without  farther  Aid  :     But,  not- 
withftanding  this  vaft  Expenee,  amounting  to 
no  lefs  than  26,000  /.  tending  principally  to  in^ 
creafe  Mr  Boyd's  private  Fortune,  and,notwjth- 
ftanding  the  Security  he  had  given,  the  whole 
Work  fell   to   Pieces.     But,   after  this   Dif- 
appointment   of    the  Public,  and   after  this 
Forfeiture  of  his  Engagement,  he  applied  a- 
gain  to  Parliament,  in  the  Year    1759,  for 
A  a  farther 
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farther  Aid  :     It  is  true,   indeed,  that  he  did 
not  defire  any  Money  in  Advance,  but  he  de- 
fired  that  if  he    compleated   the  Work,   he 
mould  be    re-imburfed    his  Expence.     It  is 
alledged,  that  the  Parliament  yielded  to  this 
Requeft,    and   plighted  their  Faith  to  repay 
him  fuch  Sums  as  he  mould   lay  out  in    the 
Work,  upon  Conditions  that  are  now  fulfill- 
ed ;  but  I  do  not  find  this  Allegation  fupport- 
ed  by  fufficient    Proof  5  and,  I  think,  con- 
fidering  the  vaft  Sums  that   had  before  been 
thrown  away  upon  the  fame  Project,  and  the 
Inefficacy  of  the  Security  that  had  been  given, 
it  is  not  very  likely  to  be   true  :     However, 
he  is  now  come  with  his  Claim,  and  expects 
that  the  Public  mould  pay  for  a  Work,  which 
will  immenfely  encreafe  his  Eftate ;    this  is  a 
Meafure,  in  which  I  can  never  concur,   and, 
if  I  thought   it  reafonable,   that   he  Ihould, 
in  any  Manner   be  re-imburfed    the  Sums 
that  he    has  laid   out   for   his   own  Advan- 
tage, I  would  propofe,  that  the  Money  mould 
be  raifed  among  thofe  who  mare  the  Advan- 
tage with  him,  the  Neighbourhood,   which 
would  have  been  furnimed  with  Coals  from 
his  Mine,  if  the  Harbour  had  never  exifted  ; 
and   by   a  Toll  to  be  paid  by  the  Shipping, 
that  come  into,  and  go  out  of  the  Harbour. 

The 
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The  keeping  the  Harbour  of  Dublin  clear  is 
certainly  a  public  Benefit,  yet  that  is  not 
done  by  an  univerfal  Tax,  but  by  Methods, 
which,  I  think,  may  be  very  properly  adopt- 
ed in  the  prefent  Occafion. 

Mr   J-  B— ,   aC r. 

Mr  S , 

I  very  readily  admit,  Sir,  that  the  Colliery 
at  Bally  Caftle  has  been  an  Object  of  Parlia- 
mentary Attention  for  many  Years  j  and,  I 
think  it  is  impofiible  to  bring  a  Wronger 
Proof  that  it  is  of  national  Importance  j  the 
only  Thing  to  be  confidered,  in  my  Opinion, 
is,  whether  the  Harbour  is,  at  length,  what 
the  Wifdom  of  Parliament  lias  been  fo  de- 
iirous  to  make  it.  If  it  is,  fcarce  any.  Sum 
can  be  called  large,  that  has,  or  mall  be  paid 
for  that  Purpofe,  compared  with  the  im- 
menfe  Wealth  that  is  annually  drained  from 
this  Kingdom  for  Coals,  or  with  the  Benefit 
the  Public  will  derive  from  our  fupplying  that 
Commodity  to  ourfelves.  By  the  Account  of 
Coals  brought  from  Bally  Caftle,  the  laft 
Year,  it  appears  that  there  was  a  faving  to 
the  Nation  of  at  leaft  1 0,000 /.  and  it  may 
A  a  2  eafily 
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cafily  be  demonftrated,  that  the  Trade  muft 
encreafe  every  Day.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Work  has  not  proceeded  with  an  uninterrup- 
ted Succefs,  and,  confidering  its  Nature,  it 
would  have  been  a  Miracle  if  it  had  j  build- 
ing a  Harbour  is  an  undertaking  that  is  not 
executed  twice  in  an  Age,  and  thofe  con- 
cerned in  it,  having,  confequently,  no  expe- 
riental  Knowledge,  miftake  and  mifcarriage 
are  almoft  inevitable  j  the  Lofs,  however, 
that  has  accrued  in  carrying  on  the  Works 
of  Bally  Caftle,  arofe  neither  from  mifma- 
nagement  nor  miftake  j  but  from  an  Event 
which  no  Sagacity  could  forefee,  and  which 
neither  Diligence,  nor  Skill  could  remedy. 
The  Worm,  common  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but 
hitherto  unknown  in  Europe^  got  into,  and 
deftroyed  the  Wooden  Frame,  on  which  the 
Malbnry  was  conftructed  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  it  is  in  all  Works  of  the  like  Kind  ;  if 
it  had  not  been  for  this  Accident  the  Work 
would,  in  the  Opinion  of  unexceptionable 
Judges,  have  flood  for  Ages ;  and,  by  the  Ac- 
counts that  have  from  Time  to  Time  been 
given  into  this  Houfe,  by  the  Perfons  intruft- 
ed  with  the  Money  that  has  been  granted  to 
carry  on  the  Work,  they  appear  to  have  laid 
it  out  with  Integrity  and  Oeconomy.  I  will 

not 
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not  deny,  that  the  Work  is  of  Advantage  to 
the  Undertaker;  but  it  is  of  much  greater  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Public ;  and,  furely,  it  would 
be  unjuft,  that  the  Public  fhould  withold 
from  him  a  Reward  for  the  Service  he  has 
rendered  it,  merely  becaufe  a  private  Ad- 
vantage accrues  to  him  from  the  fame  Act : 
It  is  the  great  Art,  and  the  great  Duty  of 
Government,  to  make  Duty  co-incide  with 
Intereft,  and  thus  unite  the  Advantage  of  the 
Individual  with  that  of  the  Community. 
The  Government  has  very  wifely  allotted  a 
Reward  for  apprehending  Robbers ;  and  if  a 
Man  mould  ieize  a  Thief  as  he  was  going 
off  with  his  Booty,  and  thus  recover  what 
he  had  ftolen,  would  it  not  be  very  injurious 
to  deny  this  Man  the  Reward,  upon  Pretence 
that  he  was  a  fufficient  Gainer  by  the  A6l 
already,  in  recovering  the  Property  that  he 
would  otherwife  have  loft  ?  It  is  certainly 
our  Intereft  to  encourage  thofe,  who  rifk 
their  private  Fortune  in  Undertakings  of  pub- 
lic Utility,  independant  of  the  private  Advan- 
tage they  may  obtain  by  their  Succefs ;  and, 
I  am,  therefore,  of  Opinion,  that  Mr  Eo\'dy 
having  fucceeded,  mould  be  re-imburfed  his 
Expences,  which,  if  he  had  not  fucceeded, 
would  have  fallen  upon  himfelf. 

A  a  3  Mr 
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Mr  R—  F—  ,  in  reply  to  Dr  L—  ,  faid, 
that  he  was  furprized  to  hear  one  of  the  Re- 
prefehtatives  of  the  Capital  object,  to  the  Re- 
imburfing  of  Mr  Boyd,  as  that  City  profited 
more  by  the  Work  than  any  other  Part  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  he  was  fure,  he  faid,  that  the 
Price  of  Coals  was  already  reduced  by  it,  as 
feveral  Ships  from  Bally  Caflle^  had  arrived 
with  Coals  but  a  few  Days  ago. 


Dr  L—  replied,  that  though  he  thought 
himfelf  under  the  greateft  Obligation  to  the 
City  of  Dublin,  for  making  Choice  of  him 
for  one  of  its  Reprefentatives,  yet  he  mould 
be  very  fory  to  have  it  thought  that  he  would 
mew  any  Partiality  to  it,  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Reft  of  the  Kingdom  ;  he  added,  that  for 
his  Part,  he  had  as  yet  experienced  none  of 
the  good  Effects  of  the  Harbour,  and  Col- 
liery at  Bally  Cajlle,  for,  that  Coals  were  as 
dear  as  ever  j  and  he  thought  it  time  enough 
to  pay  for  public  Service,  when  the  Public 
experienced  that  they  had  been  ferved. 

It  was  then  urged,  that  the  private  Com- 
mittee was  impowered  only  to  enquire  into, 
and  report  the  State  of  the  Harbour  of  Bally 

Caftle 
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Caftley  and  not  to  report  that  Mr  Boyd  de- 
ferved  the  Aid  of  Parliament.  That  it 
would,  therefore,  be  irregular,  and  a  bad 
Precedent  for  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  that  Re- 
folution,  befides  having  an  undue  Influence 
on  the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

It  was,  therefore,  propofed,    that  the  Re- 
folution  fhould  be  recommitted. 

And  it   was  ordered   to  be  recommitted 
accordingly. 


A  a  4  S  A- 
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SATURDAY,   Nov.  19,  1763. 
TWENTY-FIRST    DAY. 

TH  E  Houfe,  according  to  Order,   rer 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  tocon- 
fider  the  Supplies,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
Speech. 

The  R— t  H— ble  A—-  M~-.  took  the 
Chair  as  Chairman. 

Mr  P-  r— ,  the  A.  G.  laid  before  the 
Committee,  an  Account  of  the  Supplies  that 
would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  carry  on  the 
King's  Bufinefs  j  and  he  particularly  diftin- 
guimed  the  Sums  neceflary  for  the  Military 
Eftablimment,  for  the  Civil  Eftablifhment, 
and,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  on  the 
National  Debt :  He  then,  faid,  that  in  con- 
feqiience  of  the  ExpenceS,  neceflarily  attend- 
ing a  burdenfome  though  fuccefsful  War, 
the  Parliament  had  granted  a  Power  to  the 
Crown,  to  raife  950,000  /.  partly  by  Aids, 
and  partly  by  Vote  of  Credit,  but  that  it  had 
not  been  found  neceflary  to  raife  more  than 

£50,000  /. 
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650,000 /.  for  which  Intereft  was  agreed  to 
be  given  at  five  per  Cent..  He  then  propo- 
fed  that  1 00,000  /.  which  had  been  lent  free 
of  Intereft  for  the  firft  Year,  fhould  ftand  at 
five  per  Cent,  that  the  other  Debentures  mould 
be  thrown  together  ;  that  350,000  /.  fhould 
be  drawn  at  four  per  Cent,  and  the  Reft  re- 
main at  five  j  but,  that  the  Debentures  at 
four  mould  be  laft  paid  off:  He  then  made  a 
Computation  of  the  Intereft,  and  added  the 
Amount  to  the  Civil  and  Military  Eftablifli- 
ment :  He  alfo  computed  the  Amount  of  the 
hereditary  Revenue,  and  the  additional  Du- 
ties, at  a  Medium  for  fourteen  Years,  and,  de- 
ducting this  Amount  with  that  of  the  Loan 
Duties,  from  the  Sum  to  be  raifed,  {hewed 
how  much  would  remain  for  incidental  Char- 
ges, the  King's  Letters,  and  the  Improvement 
of  the  Country.  He  begged  Leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  of  the  Money  borrowed,  there  re- 
mained in  the  Treafury  130,0007.  fo  that  the 
National  Debt  could  not  be  ftated  at  more  than 
520,000  /.  He  then  ftated  the  Amount  of 
the  Military  Eftablimment  in  1754,  fince 
which  Time,  feveral  Regiments  had  been 
fent  from  that  Eftablifhment  to  America^ 
and,  faid,  that,  although  the  military  E- 
ftablifhment  did  now  much  exceed  that  A- 

mount 
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mount,  yet  that  the  Increafe  could  not  reafon- 
-ably  be  objected  to,  if  it  was  conlidered  that 
•Part  of  it  arofe  from  the  Addition  of  .Dra- 
goon's Pay  j  that  the  Number  of  Regiments, 
and  the  Staff,  were  alfo  encreafed,  and  an  ufe- 
ful  Body  of  Artillery  added.  All  thefe  Aug- 
mentations, and  Additions,  he  faid,  were  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  and  fuch  as  the  Country 
could  much  better  bear  now,  than  it  could 
bear  the  Eftablilhment  of  1754  at  that  Time, 
though  the  Amount  of  that  Eftablifhment 
was  lefs  ;  and  in  this  Opinion  "he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  concur.  He  obferved, 
however,  that,  before  the  Motion  was  made 
for  complying  with  the  ufual  Grants  for  the 
Supply,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  put  a  Quef- 
tion  on  the  State  of  the  National  Debt.  It 
was,  therefore,  moved,  that  it  was  the  Opini- 
on of  the  Houfe,  that  the  National  Debt  was 
520,0007. 

To  this  it  was  objected,  that,  if  the  neat 
Debt  was  fuppofedto  be  520,000  /.  the  Sum 
that  remained,  after  deducting  j  30,000 /.  the 
Money  ftill  in  the  Treafury  unfpent,  from 
650,000  /.  the  grofs  Debt,  the  Nation  would 
not  get  Credit  for  the  5000  /.  Poundage  on 

the 
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the  200,00 /.  borrowed  by  a  Vote  of  Credit. 
(See  the  Debates  of  the  ninth  Day.) 

Mr  M —  then  faid,  that  he  muft  put  the 
Queftion  on  &e  lefs  Sum,  and,  therefore,  mo- 
ved, that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, that  the  National  Debt  amounted  to 
5 1 5,000  /.  at  Lady-Day  laft. 

Mr  R—  Fitz-G —  replied,  he  was  well 
informed,  and  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  Vice- 
Treafurers  had  an  undoubted  Right,  by  Law, 
to  the  Poundage  in  Queftion,  and  had  ac"lu- 
ally  received  it :  He  added,  that  now  to  de- 
prive them  of  it,  by  a  Refolution  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  would  be  contrary 
to  all  Juftice  :  That  if  their  Right  was  doubt- 
ful, it  mould  be  tried  in  a  Court  of  Law,  and 
left  to  the  Determination  of  fuch  Court. 

Mr  7—  Fitz-G—,  and  Mr  P—  T— ,  the 
A.  G.  declared  themfelves  to  be  of  the  fame 
Opinion.  Mr  F—  G —  faid,  that,  as  the 
Houfe  had  not  only  acquiefced  in  the  Vice- 
Treafurer's  appropriating  the  5000  /.  but  con- 
firmed it,  he  thought  that  the  fetting  afide  by 
a  fubfequent  Law,  what  a  prior  Law  had  car- 
ried into  Execution,  would  be  attended  with 

much 
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much  worfe  Confequences  than  the  Lofs  of 
the  Money.  And  the  A.  G.  faid,  that  as  he 
had  not  the  leaft  Doubt  of  the  Vice-Treafu- 
rers'  being  entitled  to  the  Money  which  had 
been  allowed  them,  he  could  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  put  the  Public  to  the  Expence  of  a 
Suit. 

The  Queftion  being  then  put  on  the  lefs 
Sum,  it  pafled  in  the  Negative,  85  againft  57. 

And  the  Queftion  being  then  put  on  the 
larger  Sum,  it  pafled  in  the  Affirmative,  Ne- 
mine  Contradicente. 

A  Motion  was  then  made,  that  the  Com- 
mittee mould  agree  to  grant  the  ufual  Sup- 
plies, which  produced  the  following  Debate  : 

Mr  E—  S—  P-. 

I  think,  Sir,  that  our  agreeing  to  grant  a 
grofs  Sum,  under  the  Denomination  of  ufual 
Supplies,  will  preclude  us  from  the  Advanta- 
ges of  objecting  to  the  Grant  of  Money  for 
any  particular  Purpofe.  It  is  the  Cuftom, 
Sir,  of  another  Country,  to  mention  -every 

Eftab- 
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Eftablimment  particularly,  and  provide  for  it 
as  the  Houfe  thinks  proper,  after  a  feparate 
Confideration  ;  and  I  therefore  intend  to 
move  for  an  Amendment  in  the  Motion,  and 
that  the  Word  necejjary  fhould  be  inferted, 
inftead  of  the  Word  ufual  ;  and  then,  what- 
ever Sums  may  not  be  thought  necejjary r,  and 
whatever  Modes  may  not  be  thought  proper, 
may  admit  of  Debate  ;  Gentlemen  will  have 
an  Opportunity  to  offer  their  Thoughts  upon 
the  Subject,  and  a  better  Regulation  may  take 
Place.  As  to  what  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man on  the  Floor  has  faid,  with  Refpect  to 
ftating  the  military  Eftablifhment,  I  mall  beg 
Leave  to  obferve,  that,  J  think,  the  laft  mili- 
tary Eftablifhment,  for  a  time  of  Peace, 
mould  not  have  been  ftated  from  any  particu- 
lar Year ;  if  it  is  ftated  for  the  two  Years 
1752  and  1753,  and  for  the  two  Years  1754 
and  1755,  and  fo,  at  a  medium,  it  will  be 
found  lefs  than  the  prefent  Eftablifhment, 
which  is  alfo  a  military  Eftablifhment  in 
Time  of  Peace,  by  a  much  more  considerable 
Sum.  Now,  Sir,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  fhew 
that  the  prefent  Eftablifhment  is  not  necefTary 
for  any  good  Purpofe,  either  to  us,  or  our  fifter 
Country,  for  I  fhall  always  confider  our  Inter- 
efts  as  united,  and  I  fhall  alfo  endeavour  to 
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(hew,  that,  whatever  ufeful  Purpofe  it  may  be 
fuppofed  to  anfwer,  it  mufl  incur  Difadvanta- 
ges  much  more  than  equivalent,  by  taxing  us 
above  our  Ability.  In  the  firft  Place,  it  will, 
I  fuppofe,  be  readily  granted,  that  the  Milita- 
ry Eftablifhment,  during  the  Peace  that  was 
concluded  at  Aix-la-Cbapelle,  was  fofficient 
for  that  Time  ;  and  I  mould  be  glad  to  know 
why  the  fame  Eftablimment  is  not  fufficient 
for  this.  Has  this  Peace  left  us  in  lefs  Secu- 
rity, or  is  it  likely  to  be  of  lefs  Duration  ?  As 
we  have  been  lately  taught  to  think  the  con- 
trary, by  AfTurances  of  the  higheft  Authority, 
this  cannot  be  fuppofed  ;  and,  if  any  Gentle* 
man  prefent,  can  fuggeft  another  Reafon,  why 
the  Military  Eftablifhment,  that  was  fuflicient 
then,  is  not  fufficient  now,  I  mould  be  glad  to 
hear  it.  But  it  lias  been  faid,  Sir,  that  we 
are  now  better  able  to  bear  the  prefent  Eilab- 
lifhment,  than  we  were  to  bear  an  Eftablilh^ 
ment  fo  much  lefs,  when  it  took  place.  Now 
I  muft,  in  the  firfl  place,  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  allowing  this  to  be  true,  it  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  juftify  the  Exceedings  of  the 
prefent  Eftablimment,  if  fuch  Exceedings 
cannot  be  proved  to  be  neceffary  ;  for  I  fhould 
be  very  forry  to  think  any  Gentleman  in  this 
Jloufe  imagined  that  our  mere  Ability  to  fuf- 

tala 
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tain  a  Burthen/  was  a  fufficient  Reafon  for 
laying  it  on.     But,  by  what  Powers   of  Elo- 
quence are  we  to  be  perfuaded  that  our  Abili- 
ty is  greater  ?     At  theConclufion  of  the  Peace 
6iAix'La-Ckdf?ttet  in  the  Year  1749,  Mo- 
ney was  accumulating  in  the  Treafury,  "as  ap- 
peared from  a  Surplus  that  will  not  eafily  be 
forgotten :   The  hereditary  Revenues,  as  well 
as  the  additional  Duties,  were  encreafing  ;  the 
Article  of  Management  was  much    lower  j 
and  the  Lift  of  Penfions  was  comparatively 
fmall  j  Employments,  and  their  Salaries,  were 
within  narrower  Bounds ;   there  were  no  Ex- 
ceedings  in  the  Concordatum,  and     extraor- 
dinary fecret  Services  were  not  thought  necef- 
fary.     But,   at  prefent,    Sir,  our  Treafury  is 
not  only  exhaufted,  but  we  are  encumbered 
with  a    Debt  of  520.000  /.  the    Intereft  of 
which  our  beft   Calculators  have  been  ex- 
tremely puzzled  in  contriving  to  pay  ;  the  Lift 
of  Peniions  is  enormous ;  many  new  and  ufe- 
lefs  Employments  have  been  created,  and  the 
Salaries  of  the  old   ones  greatly  encreafed  j 
many  more  Perfons,  of  great  Property,  are  be- 
come Abfentees  j  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown, 
during  the  laft  Year,  have  decreafed  more  than 
40,000  /.    and   will,    probably,   decreafe  ftill 
more ;  and  the  Management  of  them  is,  not- 

with* 
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withftandincr,  regulated  upon  a  larger   Scale. 
We  have  read,   Sir,  very  extraordinary  Ac- 
counts of  Eloquence,  and  Accounts  flill  more 
extraordinary  of  Mafic :  We   have  read,  Sir, 
that  Ampkion's    Mufic  influenced  the  Stones 
to  dance  into  a  Wall  ;  and    this  Feat,  I  be- 
lieve, ftands  hitherto  unrivalled  by  any  Pow- 
ers of  Eloquence  j   yet,  I  think,  he  that  can 
perfuade  us  that  we  are  richer,    when  we  are 
not  only  without  Money,   but  in  Debt,  than 
we  were  when  we  were  not  only  out  of  Debt, 
but  had  a  confiderable  Sum  lying  by  us,   will 
fairly  turn  the  Scale  in  favour  of  Eloquence 
againft  Mafic,    and  effed  a  greater  Wonder 
than  Ampbion^  who   built   Thebes    with  his 
Harp.     The  military  Eftabliflirnent  is   faid. 
Sir,    to  be  a  neceffary  Preparative  for  War  ; 
but  can  that  prepare  us  for  War,  which  tends 
to  deftroy  our  Exiftence  ?     Are  we  to  be  pre- 
pared for  War  by  a  Drain   of  Taxes,  which 
will  exhauft,  and  more  than  exhauft  us,  du- 
ring Peace  ?     The  beft  Way  of  improving 
Peace  into  an  Ability  for  War,  is  the  Cultiva- 
tion of  Arts,    the  Extent   of  Trade,  and  the 
Pradice  of  Oeconomy;  for  this  only  can  in- 
vigorate the  Root,  of  which  all  the  Modes  of 
national  Defence  are  Branches.     I  am  afliam- 
ed,  Sir,  to  defcend  to  Particulars,-  after  lo  ge- 
nera* 
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neral  a  Confutation  of  what  has  been  faid  in 
favour  of  our  prefent  Eftablifhment ;  and  yet, 
left  it  (hould  be  pretended  that  Particulars 
were  pafled  over,  becaufe  they  were  not  un- 
derftood,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that, 
as  Matters  are  now  managed,  the  ufual  E- 
flabli(hment  of  12,000  Men  will  coft  us  con- 
fiderably  more  than  formerly,  without  produ- 
cing one  /ingle  Advantage.  Thefe  12,000 
Men,  Sir,  are  now  formed  into  fix  more  Re- 
giments than  they  ufed  to  be,  and  the  Num- 
ber of  Officers  is,  confequently,  greatly  in- 
creafed  j  this  increafes  Expence,  and  it  alfo 
increafes  Dependants,  which  cannot  be  pre- 
tended, I  think,  to  be  national  Benefits :  It  is, 
however,  pretended,  that,  when  a  War  fhall 
break  out,  thefe  Regiments  may  be  eafily  re- 
cruited, and  a  neceflary  Number  of  Men  railed 
without  forming  new  ones  j  and  that  the  Offi- 
cers, which  are  now  faid  to  be  fupernumerary, 
will  be  better  able  to  difcipline  the  Men,  than 
young  Gentlemen juft  taken  into  the  Service: 
But,  if  the  Peace  continues  long,  the  Expence 
of  thefe  Officers,  till  they  can  be  ufeful,  will 
be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  Ufe  they  will 
be  of  on  the  Approach  of  a  War,  even  lup- 
pofing  they  will  then  be  as  ufeful  as  is  pre- 
tended j  but  I  think  it  is  eafy  to  (hew  that  this 
B  b  will 
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will  not  be  the  Cafe  :  Officers  that  have 
grown  old  in  a  State  of  liftlefs  Inactivity,  du- 
ring a  long  Peace,  who  have  been  ufed  only 
to  lounge  about  at  Country  Quarters,  without 
any  Thing  either  to  think  of,  or  to  practife, 
but  Expedients  to  kill  Time,  naturally  grow 
diffatisfied  with  their  Profeffion,  and  get  a 
Habit  of  neglecting  the  Duties  of  it,  by  hav- 
ing little  Duty  to  do ;  and  it  is  not  reafona- 
ble  to  believe,  that,  upon  an  Augmentation, 
Gentlemen  in  thefe  Circum fiances,  and  under 
thefe  Habits,  will  exert  themfelves  with  fo 
much  Zeal  and  Activity,  as  young  Men, 
warmed  with  a  Spirit  of  Enterprize,  new  to 
the  Profeffion,  and  pleafed  with  the  Splendor 
and  Parade  of  it,  when  their  Service  is  requir- 
ed :  and,  as  to  the  Ability  of  difciplining  the 
new  Troops,  every  Gentleman,  who  has  the 
kaft  Acquaintance  with  military  Affairs, 
knows,  that  the  difciplining  Recruits  gene- 
rally falls  to  the  Share  of  non-commiffioned 
Officers,  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  need 
of  an  expenfive  Train  of  commiffioned  Offi- 
cers for  that  Purpofe.  Let  me  alfo,  upon 
this  Occafion,  obierve,  that,  during  the  laft 
War,  the  new  raifed  Regiments  diflinguiihed 
themfelves  as  nobly  as  any  of  the  Veterans  of 
the  Field,  and  that  the  Englifo  Militia  were 

remark- 
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remarkably  well  difciplined.     I  come,  now, 
to  confider  the   Staff,  and,    as  that  feems  to 
have  been  enormoufly  encreafed,  without  any 
Pretence  of  Advantage,  the  Trouble  of  (hew- 
ing fuch  Pretences  to  be  fallacious,  is  preclud- 
ed.    I  mall  only  obferve,  that  the  Eftablim- 
mentin  England  is  17, 600  Men,  and   the  E- 
ftablifhment  here  but  12,000,  but  yet  that  the 
Staff  here  is  double  to  the  Staff  in  England  : 
If  in  England  the  Staff  is  fufficient,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  know  why  it  is  to  be  fo  much  more 
here  j   the  Difproportion  is  immenfe ;  if  the 
Staff  upon  12,000  was  only  equal  to  that  up- 
on 17,600,  the  Difproportion  would  be  great ; 
but,  if  the  Staff  upon    12,000,  is  double  to 
that  upon   17,600,  there   muft  certainly  be 
fome  Reafon  for  it,  very  different  from  mere 
military  Advantage.     I  am  unwilling  to  fug- 
ged that  Reafon,  and,   indeed,  it  is  fo  obvi- 
ous, that  it  need  not  be  fuggefled  ;  efpecially 
as  moft,  if  not  all  the  general  Officers,   are 
Abfcntees.     As  to  the  Ordnance,   which  is 
another  heavy  Article  of  our  Expence,   hav- 
ing encreafed  no  lefs  than  26,000  /.  I  confefs 
myfclf  wholly  unable  to  conceive  what  End  it 
can  anfwer :  We  have  no  Fortifications,  as  I 
know  of,  to  defend ;  and,   I  am    informed, 
upon  very  good  Authority,  that  all  this  Ord- 
B  b  2 
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nance   does  not  include  as '  many  Cannon  as 
would  mount  a  thirty-Gun  Ship  :   There  are, 
however,  no  lefs  than  twelve  Clerks  belong- 
ing to  that  Board,  and  it   has,   in  every   Re- 
fpeft,  the  fame  Eftablifhment,  as  to  Officers, 
with  that  in  England',  with  all  this  it  is  liable 
to  no  Check,  nor  is  it  included  in  the  Muf- 
ter-Office:    At  prefent,  I  confefs,   this  is  not 
much  to  be  regretted,  for,   I   am  perfuaded, 
the  noble  Earl,  who  now  prefides  in  this  De- 
partment, will  take  Care  to  have   the   Duty 
effectually  done,   and  the  Corps  kept  com- 
plete.     It  is,  indeed,  a   happy  Circumftance 
for  us,  that  he  has  been  appointed  to  this  Sta- 
tion, as  well  on  Account  of  the  Integrity  and 
Uprightnefs  of  his  Character,  as  on  Account 
of  his  refiding  and  fpending   his  Fortune  a- 
mong  us :    But  if  the  Corps  mould  go  into 
the  Hands  of  another  Commander,  who  may, 
probably,  be  of  another  Country,  the  Differ- 
ence will  be  very  much  to  our  Difadvantage. 
The  Commander  has  a  Power  of  filling  up 
all  the  Employments,  except  fix,  which  will 
then,  probably,  be  given  to  Perfons   who  re- 
fide  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Water,  and  the 
whole  Corps,    being   fubject  to   no    Check, 
might  do  what  they  pleafed.     As  the  milita- 
ry Eftablifhment,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to 

be 
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be,  in  every  Refpeft,  inconfiftent  with  the 
National  Intereft,  and  to  be  equally  abfurd 
and  pernicious,  both  in  a  general  and  particu- 
lar View,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  move,  that 
the  Word  nee e jar y  may  be  inferted  inftead  of 
the  Word  ufual. 

Mr  P— -  T—  ,the  A.  G. 

To  the  Amendment  now  propofed  by  the 
Honourable  Member,  I  have  two  Objections ; 
I  think  it  is,  in  itfelf,  improper;  and,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  can  anfwer  any 
End.     It  is  certain,  that,  in  a   neighbouring 
Country,  a  Supply  is  feparately  voted  for  e- 
very   particular    Part  of  the   Eftablifhmentj 
and  there  it  feems  to  be  very  proper,  becaufe 
the  Supplies  are  granted  every  Year  :  But  here 
the  hereditary  Revenue  is  a  {landing  Fund  for 
the  Exigencies  of  Government,  whatever  they 
may  be  j  and  the  additional  Duties  are  voted 
only  as  an  Aid  to  that  Fund,  and  are,  there- 
fore, confidered  as  included  in  it :  The  Sup- 
plies, therefore,  are  always  voted  in  one   Ag^ 
gregate,  and   I  do  not  fee  how  they  can  be 
voted  otherwife.     I  cannot,   however,  com- 
prehend how  this  Mode  of  granting  the  Sup- 
plies, can  deprive  us  of  the  Advantage  of  ob- 
B  b  3  jeding 
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jecting  to  particular  Parts  of  the  Eftabli{h-» 
ment,  which  may  be  thought  improper  or 
unnecefiary.  If  the  honourable  Gentleman 
thinks  12,000  Men  too  many,  he  may  object 
to  the  Sum  appropriated  to  the  Payment  of 
them  ;  and,  if  it  be  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe3 
that  a  fmaller  Number  of  Men  will  be  fuffi- 
cient,  a  lefs  Sum  will,  confequently,  be  voted. 
The  fame  Thing  may  be  done  with  Refpect 
to  the  Officers,  the  Ordnance,  and  every  other 
Part  of  the  Eftablifhment  ;  nor  does  the  Mo- 
tion already  made,  in  any  Degree  preclude  it. 
The  Amendment  propofed,  I  think,  is  alfq 
improper  in  itfelf  j  for,  if  the  Word  necefjary 
is  fubftituted  inftead  of  the  Word  ufnal^  it 
will  imply  that  fomething  unnecejjary  had 
been  propofed.  As  to  my  making  Choice  of 
the  Year  1754,  in  ftating  the  Difference  be- 
tween the  prefent  Peace  EfhblHhment,  and 
that  fubfequent  to  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Cba- 
pelle,  \  thought  myielf  warranted  in  it,  aa 
that  Year  was,  very  nearly,  a  Medium  be- 
tween the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty,  and  the 
breaking  out  of  the  laft  War.  I  muft  alfo 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  there  are  feveral  un- 
avoidable Caufesofthelncreafe  of  the  prefent 
Eftablifhment,  which  he  has  not  confidered. 
The  Pay  of  the  Dragoons  was  increafed  by  a 

Vote 
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Vote  of  this  Houfe  ;  there  is  a  half  Pay  Lift 
which  amounts  to  52,000 /.  a  Year,  and  an 
additional  Staff  was  added  to  the  Regiment  of 
Dragoons ;  if  thefe  Sums  are  deduced,  he 
will  find  the  Encreafe  of  the  Eftablifhment 
by  no  means  fo  large  as  he  would  fuggeft. 
As  to  the  Mode  of  fixing  the  Eftablifhment, 
it  has,  upon  very  mature  Confideration,  been 
adopted  by  a  neighbouring  Country  j  and,  as 
I  am  informed,  approved  by  Perfons  of  the 
greateft  military  Experience.  As  the  Increafe 
of  our  Expence,  therefore,  is  not  fo  unaccoun- 
table as  he  fuppofes,  neither  is  it  fo  burthen- 
fome  :  Let  us  confider  the  Amount  of  the 
Sums  which  we  have  voted  for  interior  Im- 
provements, and,  from  that,  infer  our  pecuni- 
ary Ability.  In  the  two  Seffions  before  the 
Year  1753,  4007.  in  each  Seffions  was  thought 
a  fufficient  Bounty  for  public  Works  :  In  the 
Year  1753,  when  there  was  a  Surplus  in  the 
Treafury,  no  lefs  than  30,000 /.  was  granted 
in  fuch  Bounty,  and  40,000 /.  more  the  Seffi- 
ons afterwards,  fo  that  from  that  Time  to  this, 
I  cannot  think  there  has  been  lefs  than 
400, ooo/.  granted  for  the  Improvement  of 
this  Country,  which,  perhaps,  is  more  than 
any  other  Nation  in  Europe  has  allotted  to  the 
fame  Purpofe,  confidering  the  Difference  of 
B  b  4  Extent 
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Extent  and  Revenue.  Now,  Sir,  if  we  are 
able  to  expend  fuch  Sums  upon  other  Objects, 
of  National  Advantage,  how  comes  it  that 
.  we  are  crufhed  at  once  by  the  Increafe  of  our 
militarv  Eftablifhment  ?  As  this  Increafe  a- 
rifes  from  the  Execution  of  a  Plan  that  has 
been  approved  by  the  beft  Judges,  as  moft  ef- 
fectual for  our  Defence,  it  mould,  in  my  O- 
pinion  be  confidered  as  necefTary  to  a 
Scheme  for  promoting  National  Advantages, 
and  come  in  for  its  Share  of  the  Sums  allotted 
to  public  Works :  Befides,  Sir,  as  I  would 
not  fuppofe  that  the  vail  Sums  granted  for  the 
Improvement  of  this  Country  have  been  ex- 
pended without  improving  it,  I  muft  con- 
clude, that  our  Abilities,  after  Improvements 
adequate  to  fuch  Sums,  are  proportionably 
greater  than  they  were  before,  and  that  our 
Country  is  at  once  better  wdrth  defending, 
and  more  capable  to  provide  for  its  Defence. 
I  will  add,  Sir,  that  in  Proportion  as  it  is  bet- 
ter worth  defending,  it  is  more  likely  to  be 
attacked,  and,  for  that  Reafon,  a  more  effec- 
tual Defence  is  necefiary  -3  what  is  worth 
keeping,  is  worth  taking  away,  and  our  Dan- 
ger from  without,  increafing  in  Proportion  to 
oiir  interior  Profperity,  our  Preparations 
for  Defence  fhould  alfo  proportionally  eri- 

creafe, 
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creafe,  and  the  fame  Circumftances  that  fur- 
nifh  the  Reafons  for  thefe  Preparations,  will 
alib  abundantly  furniih  the  Power.  To  con- 
clude, Sir,  let  me  appeal  from  Argument  to 
Experience  ;  every  Gentleman  prefent,  has 
a  pleafing  Demonftration  of  the  Encreafe  of 
our  public  Wealth,  by  the  Encreafe  of  his 
private  Fortune,  and,  I  call  upon  all  that  hear 
me,  to  declare  whether,  in  general,  it  is  not 
more  than  equivalent  to  the  increafed  Ex- 
pence  of  our  Military  Eftablifhment,  which 
has,  with  all  the  Pathos  of  Exaggeration,  been 
reprefented  as  an  Inundation,  or  an  Earth- 
quake, that  was  to  fweep  us  from  the  Face 
of  the  Earth,  or  to  bury  us  in  its  Bowels ;  for 
thefe  Reafons,  I  (hall  Vote  to  have  the  Quef- 
ftion  put,  as  I  propofed  it. 

The  R— t  H— ble  W—  G—  H-. 

I  am  very  forry,  Sir,  to  find  myfelf  under 
a  Neceffity  of  differing,  as  well  from  my 
honourable  Friend  near  me,  as  from  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  on  the  Floor,  whofpoke 
laft  :  In  my  Opinion,  Sir,  the  prefent  Peace- 
Eftablimtnent  (hould  be  compared  with  that 
6f  the  Year  1751,  as  that  Year  and  the  pre- 
fent  are  the  Years  immediately  fubfequent  to 

the 
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the  Treaties  of  Peace,  and,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  particular  Circumftances,  or  Exigencies, 
peculiar  to  either  Year,  are  not  to  be  conii- 
dered  as  Parts  of  the  general  Plan,  nor  is  the 
Expence  which  they  might  make  necefTary, 
to  be  confidered  as  an  Expence  effential  to 
fuch  Plan.  Now,  I  do  not  find  that  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  prefent  Peace-Eftabiiihment,  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  Peace-Eftabliihment,  in  the 
Year  1751,  more  than  m,ooo/.  Out  of 
the  Staff  which  makes  part  of  that  Sum,  we 
muft  firft  deduct  the  Sum  of  5500  /.  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Salary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and 
the  Sum  of  4000  /.  an  addition  to  the  Sa- 
lary of  the  Secretaries,  making  together  95007. 
we  muft  deduct  the  half-pay  Lift  which  a- 
mounts  to  32,000  /.  and  the  additional  Pay  to 
the  Dragoons,  which  amounts  to  20,000  /. 
more,  with  the  increafed  pay  to  the  Deputy 
Quarter-Mafter,  Adjutant-General,  and  other 
neceflary  Staff  Officers,  fo  that  the  Encreafe  of 
the  Eftablifhment  cannot  be  reckoned  at  quite 
50,000  /.  As  to  the  Staff,  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  it  is  heavier  here  than  in  England ; 
but,  I  think,  it  is  eafy  to  convince  every 
candid  and  difpaffionate  Mind,  that  it  muft 
be  fo  ,  there  is  not  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Gentlemen  refident  in  Ireland,  and  properly 

qualis- 
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qualified  to  furnifh  the  Staff  j  as  a  Staff,  there-, 
fore,  is  eilentially  neceffary,  it  muft  be  form- 
ed of  Gentlemen  who  have  Regiments  in 
England^  and  Seats  in  the  Parliament  there, 
with  other  Appointments,  which  make  their 
Attendance  in  that  Kingdom  indifpenfibly 
neceffary ;  fo  that  if  the  Staff  confided 
only  of  the  neceffary  Number,  fuppofing  the 
whole  to  be  relident,  the  Bufmefs  could  ne^er 
go  on,  ibme  being  always  unavoidably  ab- 
fent ;  that  a  fufficient  Number,  therefore, 
may  be  refident,  to  tranfact  the  Bufinefs  here, 
it  is  neceffary  that  the  Staff  mould  confift  of 
Super-numeraries.  I  muft  now  obferve,  that 
though  the  conftitutional  Eftublimment,  in  the 
Year  1751,  was  12,000  Men,  yet  there  was 
at  that  Time  but  11,500  Effectives  kept 
up  j  but  as  we  now  keep  up  the  whole 
Number,  the  Expence  of  500  Men  muft  be 
deducted  from  the  50,000  /.  which  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablimment  is  fuppofed  to  exceed  the 
Eftablimment  of  1751.  But  it  is  objected, 
that,  in  the  preient  Eftablifhment,  there  is  a 
great  Increafe  of  Officers ;  I  admit  the  Fact, 
but,  I  think  it  bynoMeans  unjuftifiable  j  Gen- 
tlemen, that  are  not  experimentally  acquainted 
with  military  Affairs,  may  fuggeft  what  they 
pleafe,  but  thofe  that  are,  know  that  an  Ar- 
my 
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my  receives  very  great  Advantages  from  a 
numerous  Commiffion.  Officers  that  have 
been  trained  in  the  Service  muft  have  a  Skill 
that  young  Officers  cannot  have,  and,  allow- 
ing that  Recruits  are  difciplined,  chiefly,  by 
non-commiffioned  Officers,  it  is  neceffary 
that  the  commifTioned  Officer  fhould  have 
fome  Experience,  in  order  to  fee  the  non- 
commiffioned  Officers  do  their  Duty,  and  to 
know  when  it  has  effectually  been  done. 
Betides  the  Gentlemen  who  have  Commiffi- 
ons  under  the  prefent  Eftablifhment,  were 
before  in  the  Service,  and,  if  they  had  not 
been  taken  into  the  Forces  that  were  kept  on 
Foot  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  when 
their  own  Corps  were  difbanded,  they  muft 
have  received  Half-pay  -,  fo  that  we  have  the 
whole  Advantage  of  their  Service  for  the  ad- 
dional  Half-pay,  which  they  receive  upon 
being  employed ;  neither  is  the  Difproportion 
between  the  Officers  and  private  Men  fo 
great  as  appears  at  firft  Sight,  when  Allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  Reduction  of  a  Com- 
pany from  every  Regiment,  and  a  Man 
from  every  Company  and  Troop,  which  Al- 
lowance will  reduce  our  Commiffion,  nearly, 
to  the  fame  Plan  that  has  been  adopted  in 
England.  From  this  exceeding  of  50,0007. 

we 
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we  mud  alfo  deduct  the  Increafe  of  the 
-Artillery,  and  the  only  Queftion  will  be, 
whether  that  Increafe  is  neceffary.  Now, 
Sir,  the  State  of  the  Artillery,  before  the  pre- 
fent  Regulation  took  place  was  wretched  in 
the  higheft  Degree.  Upon  the  little  Alarm 
that  was  fpread  by  the  rafh  and  hopelefs  At- 
tempt of  Tburofy  a  Train  of  Artillery  was 
marched  to  Newry,  and  another  was  fent  to 
Clonmelj  but,  neither  of  thofe  Trains  had 
fifty  Men  with  them  as  a  Guard,  nor  was 
there  one  of  thofe  that  were  with  them,  that 
knew  how  to  fire  a  Gun  ;  it  is,  therefore, 
very  clear  that  fome  Regulation  was  neceffary, 
and  that  which  has  been  fo  much  complain- 
ed of,  fcarce  makes  our  Artillery  proportio- 
nate to  our  Eftablifhment  of  12,000  Men. 
The  Artillery  Company  confifts  of  400  Men, 
which  coft  26,000 /.  a  Year;  now  in  Eng- 
landj  where  the  Army  confifts  of  17,6005 
the  Train  of  Artillery  confifts  of  1 500  Men, 
which  cofts  1 50,000  /.  a  Year  ;  fo  that  con- 
fider  this  Eftablimment  as  you  pleafe,  it  will 
be  found  neither  difproportionate  in  itfelf, 
with  Refpect  to  its  feveral  Parts,  nor  to  the 
Ability  of  the  Country,  nor  to  the  Service  it 
is  to  perform  ;  it  has  been  iaid,  indeed,  not 
to  be  adequate  to  the  Service,  and  that  it  could 

not 
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not  fbrnifh  Cannon  to  a  thirty-gun  Ship,  and 
this  I  am  willing  to  admit,  at  prelent,  be- 
caufe  it  is  in  its  Infancy,  but  the  very  Objec- 
tion {hews  a  better  State  to  be  defirable,  and 
it  is  making  its  Progrefs  towards  a  better 
State  every  Day.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  am 
perfuaded  that  12,000  Men  cannot  reafon- 
able  be  thought  too  maay,  and  that  ]  2,000 
Men  could  not  poffibly  be  put  under  a  better 
Regulation. 

Mr  #_  F— . 

I  obferve,  Sir,  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  among  other  Expe- 
dients to  reconcile  us  to  the  enormous  Ex- 
pence  of  our  military  Eftablimmenty  has  ob- 
ierved,  that,  in  many  Inftances,  it  is  the  fame 
as  in  Great  Britain  ;  but,  furely,  if  we  take 
him  at  his  Word  there  needs,  no  other  Proof 
that  it  is  an  Expence  which  we  cannot  pof- 
fible  fuftain  ;  how  is  it  poffible,  Sir,,  that  this 
rniferable  Country,  precluded  from  every 
advantageous  Branch  of  Trade,  fmall  in  ex- 
tent, and  three  fourths  of  it  unpeopled,  a 
Country  that  feels  itfelf  (inking  under  a  Debt 
of  600,000  /.  the  mere  Intereft  of  which  it 
has  puzzled  our  moft  able  Calculator's  to  pay, 

how 
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how  is  it  poffible,  Sir,  that  this  Country 
fhould  keep  pace  with  Great  Britain,  the 
moft  flouriming  and  moft  opulent  Nation 
under  Heaven,  with  a  Trade  that  covers  the 
Sea,  and  bufies  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  the 
Earth ;  of  great  extent  in  comparifon  with 
this  inferior  Spot,  fwarming  with  Inhabitants, 
and  abounding  with  Money  ;  a  Nation  that 
fuftains  a  Debt  of  150,000,000  /.  of  which 
it  pays  the  Intereft  without  giving  up  one 
Luxury,  or  neglecting  one  interior  Improve- 
ment ?  That  we  ihould  be  expeded  to  pay 
for  public  Eftablimments,  after  the  fame  Rate 
as  this  mighty  Nation  is  furely  unreafonable 
in  the  higheft  Degree  ;  but  the  honourable 
Gentleman  has  gone  farther,  Sir,  he  has  al- 
lowed that  in  fome  Articles  we  pay  after  a 
ftili  dearer  Rate,  even  than  Great  Britain  j 
he  has  allowed,  Sir,  that  our  Staff  is  fuperior, 
and  he  has  alledged  that  it  ought  to  be  fo, 
for  a  Reafon  that  exhibits  our  Situation  in 
the  moft  mortifying  and  alarming  View. 
Deplorable,  indeed,  is  the  Condition  of  that 
Country,  which  is  under  the  unhappy  Ne- 
ceffity  of  paying  twenty  Servants,  that  it  may 
be  ferved  by  ten,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the 
Wages  even  of  the  ten,  amounts  to  more 
than  it  can  afford  to  pay.  We  have  been 

told, 
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told,  Sir,  that  we  muft  pay  a  numerous  Staff, 
becaufe  fome  will  be  .always  abient,  and 
becaufe  it  is  neceffary  that  a  certain  Number 
ihould  refide  ;  now,  Sir,  it  will  appear,  that 
after  an  unreasonable  Sum  has  been  exacted 
from  us  to  pay  many,  as  the  only  Condition 
upon  which  we  can  be  ferved  by  few,  thofe 
few  render  us  no  Service  at  all  j  it  is  well 
known,  Sir,  that  our  whole  Staff  is  abfent, 
notwithflanding  the  Refidence  of  a  certain 
Part  is  fuppofed  to  be  indifpeniibly  necefTary, 
and,  notwithftanding,  we  are  to  pay  for  the 
Refidence  of  that  Part  at  fo  enormous  a  Price  : 
The  Injury,  therefore,  that  we  fuffer  by  this 
Meafure,  is  the  mofl  complicated  and  aggra- 
vated that  can  be  imagined  ;  we  pay  a  double 
Number,  that  we  may  have  the  Service  of 
half ;  the  Service  of  half  is  abiblutely  necef- 
fary, but  the  Service  of  half  is  not  rendered 
us,  and  it  is  not  rendered,  becaufe  thofe  whom 
we  pay  for  it  are,  with  others,  whom  we 
alto  pay  for  doing  nothing,  fpending  our 
Money  in  another  Country  !  I  would  not 
be  thought,  Sir,  to  exaggerate  Fads  by  ima* 
ginary  Circumftances,  or  give  them  a  more 
formidable  appearance  by  Rhetoric t-.i  F'ou- 
rimes ;  when  General  Officers  on  the  Staff 
were  wanted  here  at  the  Reduction  of  the 

Troops, 
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Troops,  there  was  not  one  to  be  found,  and 
we  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  hiring  other 
Generals  to  do  their  Bufinefs ;  and  (hall 
we  tamely  confent  to  continue  in  a  Situation 
at  once  io  oppreffive  and  ridiculous  ?  Shall 
we  contract  Debts  of  which  we  can  neither 
pay  Principal,  nor  Intereft,  that  we  may 
maintain  a  Number  of  Servants,  whom  we 
never  fee,  in  Idlenefs  and  Luxury,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  hire  Men  by  the  Day  to  wait  at 
our  Table  ? 

There  is  one  Article,  indeed,  in  which 
the  honourable  Gentleman  has  told  us,  we 
are  not  rated  equal  to  the  Proportion  obferv-* 
ed  in  England,  that  of  our  Artillery  ;  but, 
though  our  Artillery  may  be  lefs  in  Propor- 
tion to  our  12,000  Men,  than  the  Artillery 
of  England,  in  Proportion  to  17,600,  yet  it 
does  not  follow  that  we  are  under-rated  in 
that  Article,  for  the  Artillery  of  England  muft 
be  considered  as  relative,  not  only  to  the 
17,600  Men,  which  he  has  mentioned,  but 
to  a  vaft  Marine,  of  which  he  has  taken  no 
Notice  ;  and  to  feveral  Forts,  which  it  is  there 
thought  neceffary  to  keep  up ;  whereas  it 
is  well  known  that  we  have  neither  Forts  nor 
Marine,  As  J  am  now  following  the  honour- 
C  c  ablg 
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able  Gentleman  in  a  Comparifon  that  he 
has  drawn  between  this  Country  and  Eng- 
land^ I  cannot  omit  to  obferve,  that  our  Mi- 
litary Eftablimment  includes  four  Regiments 
of  heavy  Horfe  j  that,  in  Englandy  heavy 
Horfe  have  been  laid  afide,  as  well  becaufe 
they  are  more  expenfive,  as  becaufe  they  arc 
lefs  ufeful  than  other  Troops ;  in  this  Article 
certainly,  the  Difadvantage  is  on  our  Side,  and 
I  mould  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  Pretence 
we  are  loaded  with  an  ufelefs  Expence  from 
which  our  Neighbours  are  fet  free. 

I  think,  Sir,  that  we  have  fome  Reafon  to 
complain  of  the  Manner  in  which  our  Regi- 
ments have  been  multiplied,  even  fuppofing 
the  Multiplication  of  them  to  be  an  eligible 
Meafure  limply  coniidered  j  all  our  old  Re- 
giments, Sir,  fuffered  a  Reduction  of  one 
Company  to  make  room  for  the  new  favo- 
rite Regiments  that  were  to  be  placed  upon 
this  Eftablifhment ;  now,  Sir,  the  Officers 
of  thefe  reduced  Companies,  had,  furely,  a 
right  to  conilder  themfelves  as  intitled  to 
"their  Commiffions,  and  the  full  Advantage  of 
them,  at  leaft,  while  the  Regiments  to  which 
they  belonged  mould  be  kept  up ;  the  pub- 
lic Faith  was  pledged  to  them  for  this,  and, 

upon 
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upon  their  Confidence  in  the  public  Faith, 
they  had  formed  their  Habits  of  Life  j  no 
Man  can  be  blamed  for  not  providing  againft 
Contingencies,  to  which  he  has  no  Reafon  to 
fuppofe  himfelf  liable  j  and  it  is  very  inju- 
rious to  fubject  a  Man  to  Evils,  which  he  has 
neither  deferved  nor  forefeen  ;  the  Gentle- 
men, Sir,  that  have  thus  been  turned  out  of 
their  Appointments  have  Wives,  Families, 
Creditors,  or  Dependants  of  fome  Kind,  who 
muft  fuffer  with  them  5  and  the  Injury  to 'In- 
dividuals, muft,  therefore,  extend  to  a  very 
large  Circle  3  the  Mifchief,  however,  does  not 
flop  here,  for  the  Public  is  equally  injured  as 
a  collective  Body.  The  Increafe  of  Regi- 
ments and  Officers,  for  which  the  Reduction 
of  thefe  Companies  has  made  room,  muft  eh- 
creafe  the  Power  ofthe  Miniftry,by  encreafing 
the  Number  of  its  Dependants  j  our  Army  is 
indeed,  rather  an  Army  of  Officers  than  Men ; 
and  the  Influence  of  the  Minifter  extends  as 
well  to  thofe  who  are  in  expectancy  as  to 
thofe  that  are  in  Poffeflion  of  Commiffions ; 
and  this  t)ifadvantage  alone  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
much  more  than  a  Counter-ballance  to  any 
Advantage^  either  real  or  pretended,  in  the 
raifing  Recruits,  or  difciplining  the  Men.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  Utility  of  the  Eftablifh- 
C  c  2  ment 
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ment  propofed,  I  am  fure  it  will  be  too  dear- 
ly purchafed  by  this  Country,  for  the  Ex- 
pence  can  never  be  defrayed  but  by  a  Tax 
upon  Land,  and,  as  this  Country  is  circum- 
ftanced,  a  Tax  upon  Land  muft  be  its  Ruin. 
I,  therefore,  (hall  give  my  Vote  for  the  A- 
mendment,  that  we  may,  at  all  Events,  fecure 
to  ourfelves  the  Power  of  objecting  to  thofe 
Parts  of  the  Eftablifhment  which  (hall  ap<- 
pear  to  be  Grievances,  and,  from  which,  not- 
withftanding  what  has  been  fuggefted  to  the 
contrary,  many  Gentlemen  think  we  mall  be 
precluded,  if  the  Refolution  pafles  in  its  pre- 
lent  Form. 


v 

M-j-r  W-  B-. 

After  making  feveral  Calculations,  and 
confidering  the  Eftablimmcnt  in  all  its  Bran- 
ches, concluded,  that  the  additional  Pay  of  the 
Officers,  deducting  the  Half-pay,  which  they 
muft  have  received,  if  they  had  been  difmif- 
fed,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  4000  /.  a 
Year.  He  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, who  fpoke  laft,  had  infinuated  that  fome 
Regiments  were  Favourites  :  Favourites,  he 
faid,  was  an  opprobrious  Name,  becaufe  it 
had  been  generally  applied  to  thofe  who  did 

not 
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not  deferve  Favour  ;  but  that  we  mould  con- 
sider whofe  Favourite  a  Perfon  was  before  we 
determined  the  Senfe  of  the  Word  j  to  be  the 
Favourite  of  a  refpectable  Character,  faid  he, 
certainly  implies  Merit ;  and  thefe  Regiments 
are  the  Favourites  of  the  Public,  the  moft  re- 
fpectable Character  upon  Earth  j  thefe  Regi- 
ments mod  glorioufly  diftinguiihed  them- 
felvesin  the  Service  of  their  Country,  on  the 
Plains  of  Minden^  and  have  purchafed  the 
Favour  of  their  Country  with  their  Blood; 
the  Word  Favourite,  therefore,  can  be  no 
Difgrace  to  them,  nor  to  favour  them  a  Dif- 
grace  to  us.  The  honourable  Gentlemen,  he 
alfo  obferved,  had  hinted  that  heavy  Horfe 
were  not  ufeful  in  Proportion  to  their  Ex- 
pence  ;  but  this,  he  faid,  he  apprehended  not 
to  be  univerfally,  though,  perhaps,  generally 
true  j  becaufe  the  heavy  Horfe,  by  their 
Weight,  performed  fuch  Service  at  Marbourg^ 
as  no  other  Troops  could  perform.  In  an- 
fwer  to  what  had  been  alledged,  with  Refpect 
to  the  Increafe  of  Ministerial  Influence, 
by  the  Increafe  of  Regiments  on  the  Efta- 
bliihment,  he  obferved,  that  the  Influence 
ariiing  from  the  Dependance  and  Expectation 
of  Officers  upon  Half- pay,  would  be  much 
Ccj  greater, 
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greater,  and,  for  thefe  Reafons,  he  declared 
himfelf  againft  the  Amendment. 

Mr  H —  T— ,  got  up  to  anfwer  Mr  B— , 
but  Mr  H—  H-,  the  P.  S,  having  been  up 
before  him,  he  fat  down. 

Mr  H —  then  repeated,  and  inforced  the 
Arguments  that  had  been  before  urged  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Neceffity  and  Propriety  of  the 
prefent  Civil  and  MilitaryEftabliihments  ;  and 
he  added,  that  there  was  not  a  Kingdom  in 
the  World  that  had  lefs  Reafon  to  complain 
of  public  Taxes,  and  that  its  Difadvantages, 
with  Refpect  to  Trade,  arofe  rather  from  the 
Extravagance  and  Folly  of  its  Inhabitants,than 
from  any  Reftraints  that  were  impofed  by 
Government;  no  check  could  be  pretended  hq 
faid,  except  upon  the  Manufactures  of  Wool- 
len and  Silk ;  and  this  would  be  attended 
with  no  National  Difadvantage,  if  the  Na- 
tives would  contribute  to  the  home  Confump- 
tion  of  thefe  Manufactures,  by  wearing  them 
themfelves ;  which  a  fenfelefs  Vanity  prevent- 
ed them  from  doing,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
they  were  clamouring  againft  Government, 
upon  Pretence  that  the  Manufactories,  thus 
languishing  by  their  own  Folly,  were  not  en- 

coura- 
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couraged  :  He  added,  that  Ireland  differed 
much  more  from  the  Conduct  of  its  Inhabi- 
tants, by  wearing  foreign  Manufactures,  and, 
fpending  their  Money  in  another  Country, 
than  by  any  Demands  of  Government ;  and 
that  whatever  Outcry  had  been  made  againft 
the  Supplies,  as  exorbitant  and  opprefiive, 
it  was  certain  that  no  Neceffary  of  Life  had 
yet  been  taxed  j  and  that,even  the  Superfluities 
of  Life,  were  enjoyed  upon  eafier  Terms  in 
Ireland,  than  elfewhere.  He  obferved,  that 
Money  was  never  fcarce,  where  Intereft  was 
low  j  and  that,  in  Ireland,  Money  might  be 
had,  upon  public  Security,  at  four  per  Cent, 
and  upon  private  Security  at  four  and  an  half. 
He  therefore  concluded,  that  the  vehement 
Complaints  of  Grievances,  arifing  from  the 
Supplies  granted  to  Government,  were  with- 
'  out  Foundation  j  and  directly  contradicted  by 
the  general  Conduct  of  the  People  ;  that  they 
could  anfwer  no  End  but  the  fomenting  caufe- 
lefs  Difcontent  at  Home,  and  encouraging 
hoftile  Attempts  from  abroad ;  and  that  the 
moft  effectual  Way  of  cultivating  the  Arts  of 
Peace,  and  putting  a  Stop  to  the  licentious 
Riots  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People,  was  to  con- 
cur unanimoufly  in  the  Support  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  Laws. 

Cc4  Mr 
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Mr  H —  F-—  then  got  up,   and  proceeded 
anfwer  Major  W^~  B — ,  to  the  following 
fifed! 


to  a 
EfTed: 


MrH-  F-. 


I  (hall  not  attempt,  Sir,  to  follow  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  below  me,  on  the  Floor* 
from  Plain  to  Plain,  and  from  Battle  to  Battle, 
in  Order  to  difcover  which  of  our  Regiments 
distinguished  themfelves  moft  ;  for  I  have  al- 
ways underftood,  that,   during  the  laft  War, 
all  the  Britifo  Forces  behaved   fo  as  equally 
to  deferve  the  Affection  and  Efleem  of  their 
Country.     I   therefore,  Sir,  fee  no  Reafon  to 
change  my  Opinion,  that  it  was  a  very  cruel 
and  injurious  Meafure  to  break  one  Company, 
in  each  of  the  old  Regiments,  to  make  room 
for  new  Corps :    The  old  Corps  had  a  Right 
to  be  continued  by  their  Seniority  and  Situa- 
tion, according  to  all  Rules  of  Juftice,  and  by 
their  Experience  and  habitual  Service,  accord- 
ing to  all  Rules  of  Prudence  :   Their  Difmifli- 
on,  Sir,  was  repugnant  to  the  very  Conditions 
upon  which  they  held  their  Ports,  and  con- 
trary to  the  known  and  eftablifhed   Rules  of 
all  the  Countries  in  the   World.     Some  of 
the  new  Regiments  that  were  thus  eftabli(hed? 

uppq 
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upon  the  Ruins  of  the  old,  had  no  Service  to 
plead ;  and  others  were  kept  on  Foot,  contrary 
to  the  very  Conditions  under  which  they  were 
raifed,   for  they  were  raifed  only  during  the 
War,  or  for    a  certain  Time.     The  Injury, 
therefore,  of  continuing  thefe,  and  difbanding 
the  Veterans,  was  double  j   the  Veteran,  the 
Soldier  I  mean,  for  they  are  Men  as  well  as 
their  Officers,  werey  by  long  military  Service, 
difqualified  for  any  other ;  and  the  new  Men, 
Who  were   not  perfectly  broken   to  military 
Subordination  and  Fatigue,  wifhed  to  obtain 
their  Difcharge;  fo  that  we  have  contrived  our 
Difmiffion  and  Eftablifhment  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, as  to  punifh  equally  thofe  whom  we  dif- 
band,   and  thofe  whom  we  keep  on  foot,  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  Injury  done  to  the  Public. 
The  honourable  Gentleman,  Sir,  has  amufed 
us  with  very  minute  and  elaborate  Calculati- 
ons, but,  I  am  of  Opinion,  they  will  convince 
very  few  that  the  Increafe  of  our  Eflablifli- 
ment,  with  Refpect  to  our  Officers,  amounts 
to   no   more  than  4000 /.     We  have  heard 
many   Diftindlions   concerning  the  Sum   of 
1 1 1,000  /.  which  the  prefent  Military  Effob- 
iimment  is  allowed  to  exceed  the  Eftablifh- 
m~nt  immediately  fubfequent  to  the  laft  War; 
j  ihall  not  enquire.   Sir,  into  what  Parts  this 

Sum 
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Sum  may  be  divided,  or  examine  the  ftveral 
Modes,  Times,  and  Purpoles,  of  laying  it 
on  j  all  that  I  think  neceflary  to  obferve  is, 
that  it  is  a  neat  Increafe  of  our  Expence,  and 
that  it  is  beyond  our  Ability  to  pay,  which, 
I  think,  is  an  infuperable  Objection  againft  it. 
The  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  has,  indeed,  inferred  our  pecuniary 
Ability  from  the  low  Intereft  of  Money  j  but 
though,  in  general,  this  Inference  may  be 
juft,  it  is  not  fo  with  Refpect  to  us,  and,  I 
think,  I  can  eafily  (hew  that  the  low  Intereft 
of  Money  in  Ireland,  is  the  Effect  of  Poverty, 
not  of  Wealth  :  Our  Securities  are  generally 
bad,  and  our  Trade  is  under  great  Reftraints 
and  Difcouragements  j  the  few,  therefore, 
who  have  Money  to  lend,  are  at  a  Lofs  how 
to  employ  it.  As  we  are  an  Ifland  governed 
by  our  own  Laws,  and  not  connected  with  o- 
ther  States  in  commercial  Intereft,  we  are  ftill 
defirous  of  laying  out  our  Money  at  Home, 
and,  as  good  Security  is  rare,  we  are  tempted 
to  lend  our  Money  on  fuch  Security,  when  it 
can  be  found  at  a  low  Intereft,  not  becaufe 
Money  is  plenty  among  us,  but  becaufe  we 
have  no  Opportunity  ofdifpofing  of  it  better; 
and,  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  will  recol- 
lect, I  am  fure  he  muft  acknowledge,  that, 

except 
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except  on  public  Security,  and  fuch  private 
Security  as  is  very  rare,  Money  is  not  to  be 
had  here  for  lefs  than  fix  per  Cent,  befides 
Fees  to  Lawyers,  and  Attornies,  in  the  very 
Adi  of  borrowing.  The  honourable  Gentle- 
man has  alfo  mentioned  the  Cheapnefs  of 
Provifions,  and  Labour,  as  another  Inftance 
of  our  Wealth  -,  but  the  Cheapnefs  of  Provi- 
fions and  Labour,  proves,  to  Demonftration, 
that  the  comparative  Value  of  Money  is  high, 
^nd  the  comparative  Value  of  Money  can  ne- 
ver be  high,  but  where  it  is  fcarce :  Befides, 
Sir,  Proviiions  and  Labour  are  not  cheap  in  a 
particular  Country,  in  Proportion  as  they  coft 
lefs  Money,  than  in  another  Country ;  they 
are  cheap  and  dear  only  with  Refpeft  to  the 
Proportion  their  Value  bears  to  the  Value  of 
Money,  whatever  it  is.  If  we  look  into  our 
ancient  Annals,  we  (hall  find  that  there  was 
a  Time  when  a  whole  Sheep  was  fold  for  a 
Shilling,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  Mutton 
was  then  cheaper  than  it  is  now  ;  for  it  will 
be  found  that  a  Shilling  was  of  the  fame  Va- 
lue then  as  the  Sum  is  that  will  purchafe  a 
Sheep  now:  If  this  is  confidered,  it  will  feem 
po Paradox,  that  though  Provifions  and  Labour 
may  be  procured  here  for  lefs  Money  than  in 
another  Country,  yet  they  are  equally  dear ; 

and 
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and  if  we  judge  of  the  Number  that  canntt 
procure  the  Provifions  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  has  fuppofed  to  be  cheap,  we 
muft  conclude  that  they  are  much  dearer :  I 
(hall  therefore  only  defire  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  and  every  other  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  to  recollect  the  Situation  of  two 
Millions  and  a  half,  of  the  three  Millions  of 
Inhabitants  which  this  Country  is  fuppofed  to 
contain,  and  then  lay  their  Hands  upon  their 
Hearts,  and  declare  whether  their  Country  is 
rich  or  poor.  As  to  the  Riots  of  the  lower 
Clafs  of  People,  which,  it  muft  be  confefTed, 
have  been  too  frequent,  I  think  the  moft  ef- 
fectual Way  of  preventing  them,  would  be 
to  avoid  the  Subftitution  of  real  Evils  in  the 
Place  of  thofe  imaginary  ones  that  have  milled 
them  ;  for,  though  we  have  no  Reaibn  to  de- 
fpair  of  quieting  their  Minds,  when  it  may  be 
done  by  diffipating  an  Illusion,  yet  there  will 
be  little  room  for  Hope,  when  it  can  be  done 
only  by  concealing  a  Reality. 

Mr  T —  Le  H —  faid,  that  he  thought  it 
very  improper  to  anticipate  a  Debate,  which 
could  properly  come  on  only  upon  an  En- 
quiry into  the  Grievance  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  the  Eftablithment,  which  was  not  th$ 

Subject 


DAY  XXI.]  dfairs  of  IRELAND.  399 
Subject  of  the  Day  j  and,  therefore,  he 
ihould  only  fay,  that,  in  his  Opinion,  the  A- 
mendment  ought  to  be  admitted,  as  it  feemed 
to  be  the  prevailing  Opinion,  that  the  Mo- 
tion, as  it  now  flood,  would  preclude  fuch  an 
Enquiry,  which,  he  was  perfuaded,  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  did  not  intend  :  He  ad- 
ded, that  he  thought  the  Word  necejjary 
could  be  no  Slur  upon  their  Proceedings,  but 
that  they  greatly  expofed  themfelves  to  Cen- 
fure,  by  objecting  to  fo  reafonable  a  Word, 

Mr  P — T— ,  the  A.  G.  faid,  that,  in  that 
Houfe,  he  never  confidered  himfelf  as  a  Ser- 
vant to  the  Crown,  being  fenlible  that  every 
Service  to  the  Crown  was  a  Service  to  the 
Public,  their  Interefts  being  infeparably  united. 
It  was  true,  he  faid,  that  it  fell  to  his  Share,  in 
Virtue  of  his  Employment,  to  propofe  the 
Eftablimment,  and  made  no  Doubt  but  that 
his  honourable  Friend,  who  propofed  the  A- 
mendment,  would,  upon  Recollection,  be  of 
Opinion,  that  every  proper  Enquiry  might  be 
made,  if  the  Motion  fhould  pafs  without  A- 
mendment,  and,  therefore,  that  he  would  not 
infift  upon  the  Motion  for  Amendment, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  would  be  contrary  to  the 
immemorial  Practice  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr 
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Mr  £—  S—  P—  faid,  he  hoped  he  had 
faid  noticing  from  which  his  honourable  and 
worthy  Friend  could  infer  that  he  meant  to 
recede  from  his  Opinion,  or  his  Purpofe  ;  and, 
therefore,  infifted  on  the  Queftion  for  the  A- 
mendmentj  adding^  that,  if  it  paffed  in  the 
Negative,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  no 
jmore,  as  he  mould  be  convinced  it  would  be 
to  no  Purpofe. 

The  Queftion  was  then  put,  and  it  pafled 
the  Amendment,  122  againft  74, 


After  this,  many  Petitions,  which  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies, 
in  Favour  of  new  Works,  were  rejected,  it 
being  alledged  that  conliderable  Sums  were 
neceiTary  for  carrying  on  Works  already  be- 
gun, which  would  other  wife  be  abfolutely 
loft  to  the  Public,  and  that  the  Finances  of 
the  Country  would  not  admit  of  the  large 
Grants  that  were  follkited  to  begin  others  : 
But,  notwithftanding  this,  a  Petition  for  an 
Aid  of  4000  /.  to  make  the  River  Eandon 
navigable,  was  preferred,  and  granted,  upon 
the  Qiieftion,  by  a  fmall  Majority. 


Sir 
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Sir  A—  A—  then  faid,  that  he  had  a  Pe- 
tition in  his  Hand,  for  an  Aid  of  4000  /.  to 
make  a  River  near  Armagh  navigable,  but 
that,  being  convinced  by  what  had  been  juft 
faid,  he  would  withdraw  it,  notwithftanding 
a  Petition  of  the  fame  Kind  had  been  juft 
granted  ;  upon  which  many  Gentlemen  faid, 
that  they  would  oppofe  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee  with  Refpecl:  to  that  Petition  in 
the  Houfe,  and  with  Refpecl:  to  the  granting 
pecuniary  Aids  for  any  new  Work. 

Mr  E —  S —  P —  offered  a  Refolution  to 
the  Committee,  that  8000  /.  mould  be  depo- 
fited  in  Truft  with  the  Dublin  Society,  or  any 
other  Body  of  Men,  that  mould  be  thought 
proper,  to  be  diftributed  in  Premiums  for  the 
Encouragement  of  feveral  Manufactories,  ad- 
ding, that  he  thought  himfelf  under  an  indif- 
penfible  Neceflity  of  urging  this  Depofit,  as 
he  was  the  Means  of  preventing  Parliamen- 
tary Aid  from  being  granted  to  particular  Per- 
fons,  upon  Petitions,  and  as  the  Houfe  had  ex- 
prefTed  its  Approbation  of  encouraging  Arts 
and  Manufactures  in  this  Way. 

The  R— t  H-ble  Mr  A—  M—  faid,  that, 

in 
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in  his  Opinion,  this  Motion  mould  be  defer- 
red till  all  other  Grants,  which  the  Commit- 
tee mould  approve,  mould  be  made,  becaufe 
it  would  then  appear,  whether  fuch  a  Sum 
could  be  ipared  for  that  Ufe. 

Mr  P—  replied,  that  his  Health  would  not 
permit  him  to  flay  till  all  the  Grants  were 
made,  and  earneftly  recommended  the  Refo- 
lution  to  the  Care  of  the  Houfe  in  his  Ab- 
lence;  upon  which  Mr  M—}  the  Chairman, 
promifed  that  he  would  give  a  proper  Atten- 
tion to  it. 

Sir  W —  O-*-  recommended  a  Petition  for 
an  Aid  of  2,600  /.  to  repair  the  Archiepifco- 
pal  and  Parochial  Church  of  Cajlell,  the  Pari- 
Ihioners  not  being  able  to  repair  it  themfelves. 

The  H— ble  Mr  5—  M—  objected  to  it, 
as  a  bad  Precedent,  and  faid  it  would  encou- 
rage Parishioners  to  luffer  their  Churches  to 
run  out  of  Repair,  in  Hopes  of  Parliamentary 
Aid. 

Sir  W—  O—  replied,  that  if  the  Affiftance 

of  Parliament  fliould  be  thus  abufed,  the  E- 

vil  would  be  lefs  than  a  public  Neglect  of  an 

«i  Object 
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Object  immediately  connected  with  Religion, 
and  eflential  to  the  public  Exercife  of  it ;  and 
that  the  Archiepifcopal  Church,  once  a  fplen- 
did  and  fpacious  Edifice,  was  now  in  fo  rui- 
nous a  Condition,  that  the  Archbishop  and 
his  Clergy  affembled  for  divine  Worfhip  in  a 
Barn  ;  he  added,  that  while  the  Mafs-Houfes 
in  many  Places  made  a  better  Appearance 
than  the  Churches,  the  People,  who  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  extract  the  EiTentials 
from  the  external  Circumftances  of  Religion, 
would  be  in  Danger  of  Seduction,  by  the  Arts 
of  Priefts  and  Miffionaries,  who  were  watch- 
ful  to  improve  every  Incident  to  their  Advan^ 
tage  :  As  a  Proof  of  the  Effect  that  a  proper 
Regard  to  the  Rituals  of  Religion  produces 
on  the  Mind,  he  told  a  Story  of  a  Gentleman 
of  Ireland,  who,  having  carried  his  Servant 
with  him  into  Flanders,  and  taken  him  to 
high  Mafs  at  a  great  Church,  alked  him,  as 
they  were  coming  out,  what  he  thought  of 
the  Church  and  the  Ceremony  ?  "  Think, 
*'  Sir,  fays  the  Fellow,  why  I  think  I  never 
*'  faw  God  Almighty  ferved  like  a  Gentleman 
<{  before." 

An  Amendment  was  then   made  in  the 

Motion,  by  inferring  icoo/.  infteadof  2,6oc/. 

P  d  and 


404       Dibates  relative  to,  the      [DAY  XXI, 

and  the  Committee  refolved  that  that  Sum 
(hould  be  granted. 

Many  other  Sums  were  alfo  granted,  as  it 
was  faid,  in  Confequence  of  a  Determination 
previoufly  made,  notwithftanding  all  the  Ob- 
jections that  could  be  urged  againft  it  j  the 
Committee  being  fmall,  and  it  growing  late, 
Mr  W— r-  jB —  faid,  that  it  feemed  to  him  that 
Time  was  more  precious  than  Money,  and 
that  as  he  perceived  it  was  to  no  Purpofe  to, 
pppofe  the.  Grants  of  Money  for  particular 
Purpofes,  he  moved,  that  the  Committee 
fhould  report  that  they  had  made  fome  Pro- 
grefs,  and  (hat  they  &o,uld  have  Leave  to  fi£ 
again, 

Dr  £-—  feconded  Mr  B-,  and  faid,  that 
Health  mould  no  more  be  lavilhed  by  lato 
Hours,  than  Money  by  Jobbs ;  and  the  Mo,-. 
tion  being  put,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  then  refuming  the  Chair,  the 
Report  was  made  accord inglyi  and  it  was  re- 
iolved  that  the  Houfe  vyould,  next  Monday 
Morning^  refolve  itfelf  into  a,  Committee,  to, 
confider  farther  of  the  Supplies,  and  the 
lieutenant's  Speech. 

of  Y  O  L,    I, 
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